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Introduction

This profound discourse by the Maharal of Prague explores the apparent contradiction in the statement of Rabbi
Chanania ben Akashya: “Hashem desired to bring merit to Yisrael, therefore He increased for them Torah and
mitzvos.” On the surface, giving so many commandments seems to burden rather than benefit—would not
fewer obligations make merit more attainable? With striking clarity, the Maharal resolves this paradox by
revealing the deeper nature of Yisrael's relationship to Torah and mitzvos: that the Jewish soul is intrinsically
prepared for divine service. Through this lens, the abundance of mitzvos becomes not a difficulty but the
ultimate expression of merit. The Maharal delves into the nature of preparation, the unique stature of Yisrael,
and why mitzvos are the divine method of refining the material soul—until one becomes elevated beyond even
the angels. This maamar is both a philosophical defense and a spiritual roadmap, affirming that the path of
mitzvos is not only possible but the deepest kindness of Hashem.
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Hashem, blessed is His Name, increased mitzvos in order to bring merit to Yisrael.

Concerning the mitzvos that Hashem, may He be blessed, gave
to Yisrael, one can ask:

If the multitude of mitzvos is for their good, as the plain
meaning of the verse suggests—

As it is stated (Devarim 6:24-25): “And Hashem our G-d
commanded us to do all these statutes for our good all the
days... and it will be a merit...”

And although one could say the verse does not speak of the
multitude of mitzvos,

Only that the mitzvos are for the good of the person, that
through fulfillment he merits eternal life—

Nevertheless, this is clearly implied by the plain meaning of the
well-known saying (Makkos 23b):

Rabbi Chanania ben Akashya said: “The Holy One, blessed be
He, wished to bring merit to Yisrael—

Therefore He increased for them Torah and mitzvos,” as it is
stated (Yeshayahu 42:21):

“Hashem desired, for the sake of His righteousness, to make the
Torah great and glorious.”
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But now one may ask: how can it be said that Hashem wished
to bring merit to Yisrael by increasing the mitzvos?

This appears contrary to reason: it would seem better to
minimize the mitzvos,

So that a person would not be obligated to observe so many, and

could merit the World to Come through fewer.

More than by increasing mitzvos, through which it is harder to
merit the World to Come.

And the Rambam, of blessed memory, explains in his
commentary to the Mishnayos there:

It is a fundamental principle of faith in the Torah, that if a
person fulfills one mitzvah from the 613 properly and correctly,

And does not mix into it worldly intentions, but performs it out
of love—as I have explained—

Then he merits eternal life.

And this is what Rabbi Chanania meant: since the mitzvos are
so numerous, it is impossible that a person will not, in his life,
perform at least one with complete intent and perfection.

And through performing that mitzvah, his soul will live through
that one act.

And this principle is illustrated by what Rabbi Chanina ben
Teradyon asked (Avodah Zarah 18a): “What is my portion in
the World to Come?”

And the answerer responded: “Did any mitzvah come into your
hands?”—meaning, did you perform one properly?

And he replied that a mitzvah of tzedakah had come his way,
which he fulfilled perfectly, and through that he merited the
World to Come.

Until here are his words.
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And there is a wonder on this: how can his words be reconciled
with what is stated explicitly in the Gemara Rosh Hashanah
(16b),

That according to all opinions, one who has a majority of sins is
judged to Gehinnom on the Day of Judgment.

And there it is referring to the World to Come, for it says: "The
completely righteous are written for life in the World to Come,"
etc.

So how can an established Gemara be contradicted?

And if one says that what we said—that even with one mitzvah a
person merits the World to Come—refers to someone who does
one mitzvah and no sin,

If so, then there is no increase in merit at all, for in the end, since
one has many mitzvos, he may also do many sins, and the sins
may outweigh.

And if the Rambam, of blessed memory, meant that when one
does a mitzvah and has no sin against it, certainly it is as he said.

And this matter is a straightforward Mishnah in the first chapter
of Kiddushin (39b): “Whoever performs one mitzvah—it is good
for him, they prolong his days, and he inherits the Land.”

And even though there it is interpreted as when he has done one
mitzvah more than half his sins, certainly we can learn from this
that if he did one mitzvah and no sin, he will merit the World to
Come.

But if so, we no longer need the condition that he performed the
mitzvah without attaching to it any ulterior intention.

In the end, we have learned that the matter is not as the
Rambam, of blessed memory, explained—that through one
mitzvah one merits eternal life.

And that which happened with Rabbi Chanina ben Teradyon, it
says there (Avodah Zarah 18a): When Rabbi Yose ben Kisma
fell ill, Rabbi Chanina ben Teradyon asked him: “What is my
portion in the World to Come?”
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He said to him: “Did any mitzvah come to your hand?” He
answered: “Money of Purim was mixed up with charity money,
and I distributed it to the poor.”

He said to him: “If so—may my portion be as yours, and may
my lot be as your lot.” Until here.

And it seems not that for this mitzvah alone he would merit the
World to Come, but rather that he saw in the performance of one
mitzvah according to its full measure—

Just as the Rambam, of blessed memory, himself wrote—that
from this action it was apparent that he fulfilled one mitzvah
properly, and from this he knew he was a completely righteous
person in all mitzvos, and thus a person of the World to Come.
And furthermore I say, that what he said: “Did any action come
to your hand?”—his intention was not to say that from one
mitzvah one merits the World to Come, for that is not so.
Rather, he was asking him: “Did any action come to your
hand?”—meaning, that from the action one may discern a sign
of being a person of the World to Come.

And he said: “Purim money was mixed up with tzedakah money,
and I distributed it to the poor.”

And this matter alludes to something wondrous: for Purim
money exists only for increasing revelry and drinking.

And if that day had been one of sanctity, the feast would not
have been entirely a physical matter, but rather for the honor of
the day and its holiness.

But on this day there is no sanctity at all, and the eating and
drinking is purely a physical matter of this world, which is
entirely material.

And this money was exchanged for money of the poor.

For money of the poor is the opposite of this, since the poor
person is known to have no share in this world at all, and does
not benefit from its goodness.

And Purim money—which is entirely of this world—was
exchanged for poor man’s money, who have no share in this
world, and he gave it all to the poor.
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And this matter hints that he will exchange this world for the
World to Come, and he will have no portion at all in this world,
and all his portion that was fitting for him in this world is
reserved for him in the World to Come.

And so it truly was with Rabbi Chanina ben Teradyon, the holy
tzaddik, who was burned with a Torah scroll with him (Avodah
Zarah 18a), and he had no share in this world; everything was
reserved for him in the World to Come.

And about this he said: “If so, may my portion be as yours,” for
he saw a sign that the portion that was fitting for him in this
world is reserved for him in the World to Come.

And now there is no proof at all. And the original question
returns to its place regarding the well-known statement: “The
Holy One, blessed be He, desired to bring merit to Yisrael,
therefore He increased for them Torah and mitzvos.”

And I say that there is no difficulty at all.

For the fact that Yisrael are prepared for the Torah is a distinct
level in itself.

For since they are prepared for Torah, as explained above, and
are not like the other nations of the world who are not prepared
for Torah,

If He had given them only a few mitzvos, their merit would not
be as great as it is now, when they have Torah which contains
many mitzvos, and they are prepared for many mitzvos.

And if Yisrael did not have the advantage of being built for
Torah, in what way could we say that those who died as
minors—who could not fulfill the mitzvos of Torah—would still
merit the World to Come (Menachos 110b)?

But the matter is that they are the nation who have Torah and are
prepared for Torah and mitzvah, and because of their readiness
for Torah they will merit life in the World to Come.

And so, G-d forbid to say that we, the children of exile, who
cannot fulfill many mitzvos, have no share in those mitzvos that
we cannot fulfill.
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G-d forbid to say such a thing, which would diminish the
wholeness of the generations that died.

But in that we are people of Torah, and we have readiness for
Torah, we have reward in the entire Torah.

And this matter is clear, and it will be further clarified at length
with G-d’s help.

And on this Rabbi Chananya said his words: “The Holy One,
blessed be He, wanted to bring merit to Yisrael, therefore He
increased for them many mitzvos,”

And they are prepared for very many mitzvos.

And this is the merit of Yisrael—that they have many mitzvos,
and therefore their reward is greater.

And you might object: in the end, their reward could turn to their

detriment, for if they do not fulfill most of the Torah, they will
be deemed wicked.

This is not so, for in the end he gains by being prepared for
Torah that contains many mitzvos.

For the matter of whether he will fulfill the mitzvos or not is
balanced—it is possible that he will merit and fulfill them.

And since the matter is balanced, this tips the scale—that he is
prepared for Torah with many mitzvos, versus one with fewer.

For this is the main reason the Torah and mitzvos were given:
that a person have actions which refine his material soul and
make it pure and separate.

And if not for this, “Man has no advantage over the animal”
(Koheles 3:19), for man would be material and natural like a
beast.

And if so, how can this matter not be clear—that the abundance
of mitzvos is a merit for a person, to the point that it is
absolutely self-evident.

And He, may He be blessed, wanted to bring them merit, like a
father who chastises and reproves his son to bring him merit.
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And even if the son says he does not want it, nevertheless the 287 0iPn 727,712 YOI IPRY IR 127 OX)
father brings him merit against his will. 772 S¥3 inik 12,
So too, Hashem wanted to bring merit to Yisrael; therefore, He nign HY 9% 101 127,287 DY NIar? A% '
gave them many mitzvos so they would merit more. aniv2 niafy v73.
And the question regarding the statement ‘“Hashem desired to Y7 MRY 792 T7XRWI 7199
bring merit to Yisrael, therefore He increased for them Torah and 7277 72°97 PRI N niarh R IN2wiTRD
mitzvos” has been resolved. nim 77in ony.

[NOTE Summary

The Maharal begins by citing the statement, “Hashem increased mitzvos to bring merit to Yisrael.” This seems
perplexing—shouldn't fewer obligations make it easier to merit reward? The Maharal answers that the Jewish
soul is uniquely prepared for Torah and mitzvos, unlike the nations of the world. The very abundance of
commandments reflects the soul’s spiritual capacity. The more mitzvos one has the potential to fulfill, the more
avenues one has for achieving eternal life—because even one mitzvah, if performed purely, can grant a person

Olam Haba.

He explores the Talmudic account of Rabbi Chanina ben Teradyon and the question of whether a single
mitzvah can secure the World to Come. Ultimately, the Maharal argues that this is not about technical
fulfillment but spiritual readiness: a soul’s essential alignment with Torah. That readiness alone grants merit,
even to children or to those unable to fulfill many commandments due to exile.

Therefore, the multitude of mitzvos is not a burden, but a reflection of our elevated potential. The possibility
that one may fulfill them tips the scales in our favor, even before actual fulfillment. Just as the Torah and
mitzvos are meant to refine the physical soul and separate it from materiality, they transform a person into a
vessel for holiness. Without them, man is no different than a beast.

Hashem, like a loving father, gives His child many opportunities to merit—even if the child doesn’t understand
or desire it. The abundance of mitzvos is thus the greatest gift and merit possible.

Practical Takeaway

Never feel overwhelmed by the volume of Torah and mitzvos. It is precisely because your soul is capable of
greatness that Hashem entrusted you with so many pathways to connect. Even the smallest mitzvah—done with
sincerity—can open the gates of eternity. Your potential itself is already part of the merit.

Chassidic Story
Reb Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev, known for finding merit in every Jew, once saw a wagon driver hurriedly
praying while greasing his wagon wheels. A student scoffed, but the Berditchever Rebbe responded: “Do you
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see? Even amidst his work, he grasps onto a mitzvah! That is the greatness of our people—their connection to
Hashem is so deep that even one imperfect mitzvah has immense power.”

This aligns perfectly with the Maharal's teaching: the Jewish soul is so bound to Torah that even fleeting
contact with a mitzvah shines with eternal merit.

Source: Kedushas Levi, Berditchev, Parshas Tzav END NOTE]
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