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Reb Pinchas of Koretz 
Imrie Pinchas 

Pesach & Hagadah​
 

  פסח
Siman #170 

In the name of the late Rabbi, who was careful not to be stringent 
with excessive stringencies, 

 
לְהַחְמִיר שֶׁלֹּא שֶׁהִקְפִּיד לִבְרָכָה, זכְִרוֹנוֹ הָרַב בְּשֵׁם  

יתְוֹרוֹת חֻמְרוֹת , 
because through this one draws upon himself the exile, Heaven 
forbid, 

וְשָׁלוֹם חַס הַגָּלוּת עַצְמוֹ עַל מַמְשִׁיךְ בָּזהֶ כִּי  , 

for stringencies are from the side of judgment, may it be covered.  צִי דְּדִינאָ מִסִּטְרָא הֵם הַחֻמְרוֹת כִּי . 

And the proof is that the later books are more stringent than the 
earlier ones, 

 
יוֹתֵר מַחְמִירִים הָאַחֲרוֹניִם שֶׁהַסְּפָרִים וְהָרְאָיהָ,  

 ,מֵהָרִאשׁוֹניִם
and with every new book that is added, there are several new 
stringencies in it, 

 
חֻמְרוֹת כַּמָּה בּוֹ ישֵׁ חָדָשׁ סֵפֶר שֶׁנּתִוֹסֵף מָה וְכָל  

 ,חֲדָשִׁים
and this is because of the intensity of the exile, which each time 
becomes heavier, due to our many sins, may it be clarified. 

 
יוֹתֵר כָּבֵד הוּא פַּעַם שֶׁבְּכָל הַגָּלוּת תּקֶֹף מִפְּניֵ וְהוּא  

צַ"ח הָרַבִּים בְּעֲווֹנוֹתֵינוּ . 
Therefore, a person should not be more stringent than the 
Shulchan Aruch, 

עָרוּךְ מֵהַשּׁוּלְחָן יוֹתֵר לְהַחְמִיר לָאָדָם אֵין לָכֵן  , 

even if there is some opinion in the Shulchan Aruch to be 
stringent— 

לְהַחְמִיר עָרוּךְ בַּשּׁוּלְחָן דֵּעָה אֵיזהֶ ישֵׁ אִם אַף  , 

if that is not the conclusion, one should not be stringent.  לְהַחְמִיר אֵין כָּךְ, הַמַּסְקָנהָ אֵין אִם . 
Only on Pesach should one follow all the stringencies mentioned 
in the Shulchan Aruch, 

 
בַּשּׁוּלְחָן הַנּזִכְָּרִים הַחֻמְרוֹת כָּל לִתְפּסֹ ישֵׁ בְּפֶסַח רַק  

 ,עָרוּךְ
but a stringency that is not mentioned at all in the Shulchan 
Aruch— 

עָרוּךְ בַּשּׁוּלְחָן כְּלָל נזִכְַּר שֶׁלֹּא חֻמְרָא אֲבָל  — 

he did not want to be stringent even on Pesach.  בְּפֶסַח אַף לְהַחְמִיר רָצָה לֹא . 

 [NOTE Summary​
 Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz emphasized that one must be cautious not to adopt unnecessary stringencies beyond 
what the Shulchan Aruch requires. He taught that excessive stringencies draw down harshness and exile, since 
they stem from the side of judgment. The pattern of later halachic works introducing more stringencies than 
earlier ones is, he explained, a reflection of the intensification of exile through our sins. Therefore, he guided 
that a Jew should follow the rulings of the Shulchan Aruch as they are, and not add personal stringencies unless 
clearly mandated. The only exception was Pesach, where the Shulchan Aruch itself lists numerous 
stringencies—those, he said, should be followed. But stringencies not rooted in the Shulchan Aruch, even on 
Pesach, he would not accept. 
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Practical Takeaway​
 This teaching urges balance in avodas Hashem: serving with devotion and care, but not burdening oneself with 
unnecessary severity. True piety lies in fulfilling the Torah and the rulings of the Shulchan Aruch, not in 
inventing additional prohibitions. A Jew should strive for sincerity and consistency in what halacha requires, 
avoiding the trap of chasing after every possible stringency, which can lead to spiritual heaviness and exile of 
the soul. 

Chassidic Story​
 Once, when his students saw Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz being lenient where other rabbis would impose a 
stringency, they asked him why. He explained: “The Torah already has enough requirements; why should I exile 
myself with what it does not demand? Each added stringency is another exile. God does not ask us to live in 
exile, but to live with Him in joy.” In another instance, before Pesach, he did observe every stringency found in 
the Shulchan Aruch, but when asked to accept a new custom not mentioned there, he firmly refused, saying: 
“This is not service of God, but service of fear. I will not add exile where Torah did not place it.” ​
END NOTE] 

Siman #171 
In the name of the late Rabbi:  לִבְרָכָה זכְִרוֹנוֹ הָרַב בְּשֵׁם : 

He always had a dislike for a melancholic person,  ְשְׁחוֹרָה'ניִק מְרָה אֵייְן פַייְנטְ אֲב צֶט אֵיך , 

but during Pesach, he loathed all forms of melancholy.  שְׁחוֹרוֹת הַמְּרֵה כָּל פֶּסַח אִים אֲבַל . 

Siman #172 

He elaborated on the matter of Pesach, that it is "food of 
healing", and through this there are no judgments at all on Rosh 
Hashanah, as stated in the Zohar, Tetzaveh (183b). Therefore, 
one must be careful to be very stringent, to be saved from even 
the slightest suspicion of chametz. 

 

וְעַל־ידְֵי דְאַסְוְתָא, מִיכְלָא שֶׁהוּא פֶּסַח בְּעִניְןָ הֶאֱרִיךְ  
תְּצַוֶּה בַּזּהַֹר כְּדֵאִיתָא הַשָּׁנהָ בְּראֹשׁ כְּלָל דִּיניִן אֵין זהֶ  

לְהִנּצֵָל מְאדֹ לְהַחְמִיר לְהִזּהֵָר ישֵׁ לָכָךְ כ(. )קפג,  
חָמֵץ מַשֶּׁהוּ מֵחֲשַׁשׁ . 

And he, of blessed memory, explained the reason that there is no 
judgment on Rosh Hashanah—can it be that if one committed 
sins he would not be judged? Rather, the explanation is that one 
who is careful about even a trace of chametz, as is written in the 
writings of the Arizal, this helps that he will not sin the entire 
year, etc. 

 

בְּראֹשׁ דָּניִן שֶׁאֵין הַטַּעַם לִבְרָכָה זכְִרוֹנוֹ הוּא וְהִסְבִּיר  
ידָוּנוּ שֶׁלֹּא עֲבֵירוֹת עָשָׂה שֶׁאִם אֶפְשָׁר וְכִי הַשָּׁנהָ,  
אִיתָא חָמֵץ מִמַּשֶּׁהוּ שֶׁהַנּזִהְָר הַפֵּירוּשׁ, רַק אוֹתוֹ?  

וְכוּ הַשָּׁנהָ כָּל יחֱֶטָא שֶׁלֹּא שֶׁיוֹעִיל הָאֲרִיזַ"ל בִּכְתַּבֵי '. 
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And the Rabbi was particular about the Ba’er Heitev (O.C. 
436:3), who quoted in the name of the Arizal: “he is assured that 
he will not sin,” etc.—for how can a person be assured not to 
sin? And in the writings it does not say more than “it helps,” etc. 

 

לְסִימָן שָׁנהָ )לוֹחַ הֵיטֵב הַבְּאֵר עַל מַקְפִּיד הָרַב וְהָיהָ  
שֶׁלֹּא "מוּבְטָח הָאֲרִיז״ַל: בְּשֵׁם שֶׁהֶעֱתִיק סַמ״ו(  
וּבַכְּתָבִים מֵהַחֵטְא? מוּבְטָח אָדָם אֵיךְ כִּי וְכוּ', יחֱֶטָא"  

וְכוּ יוֹעִיל רַק כָּתוּב לֹא '. 

Siman #173 
He also said that one must be stringent on Pesach with all the 
stringencies, because the aspect of Pesach is the nullification of 
idolatry. And he said that there is another reason why one must 
be stringent on Pesach, but he does not want to reveal it. 

 

כִּי הַחֻמְרוֹת, בְּכָל בְּפֶסַח לְהַחְמִיר שֶׁיּשֵׁ אָמַר, גַּם  
עוֹד שֶׁיּשֵׁ וְאָמַר, זרָָה. עֲבוֹדָה בִּטּוּל הוּא פֶּסַח בְּחִינתַ  

רוֹצֶה שֶׁאֵינוֹ אֲבָל בְּפֶסַח, לְהַחְמִיר שֶׁצָּרִיךְ טַעַם  
 .לְגַלּוֹתוֹ

And one time he said: “It’s not fitting that the generation should 
know,” meaning the generation does not need to know it. 

 
וִויסְן", זאָל דּוֹר דֶּר נשְִׁט טױג "עַס אָמַר: אַחַת וּפַעַם  

אוֹתוֹ לָדַעַת צְרִיכִים אֵין שֶׁהַדּוֹר . 

Siman #174 
[The Rabbi, of blessed memory, said:] Since the time that the 
Jewish people have been careful about even a trace of chametz 
on Pesach and eat shemurah matzah, they have had salvation in a 
great matter (and the meaning of his words was in the spiritual 
realm), and I am not permitted to reveal it for the sake of the 
generation. 

 

[ נזִהְָרִים שֶׁיִּשְׂרָאֵל מֵעֵת אָמַר:[ לִבְרָכָה זכְִרוֹנוֹ הָרַב  
הָיתְָה שְׁמוּרָה, מַצָּה וְאוֹכְלִים בְּפֶסַח חָמֵץ מִמַּשֶּׁהוּ  

הָיתְָה דְּבָרָיו )וּמַשְׁמָעוּת גָּדוֹל בְּדָבָר ישְׁוּעָה לָהֶם  
הַדּוֹר לְטוֹבַת לְגַלּוֹתוֹ רָשַׁאי אֲניִ וְאֵין בְּרוּחָניִ(, . 

Siman #175 
Regarding drinking Ma’ad on Pesach, the Rabbi, of blessed 
memory, was lenient, because it is a great necessity, as it is 
satisfying. 

 
בַּעֲבוּר לִבְרָכָה זכְִרוֹנוֹ הָרַב הֵקִיל בְּפֶסַח מַעַד בְּשְׁתִיּתַ  
מַשְׂבִּיעַ שֶׁהוּא גָּדוֹל, צוֹרֶךְ שֶׁהוּא . 

Siman #176 
He gave a reason why it is forbidden to eat legumes (kitniyos) on 
Pesach — because types of legumes are an aspect of mochin 
d’katnus (constricted consciousness), whereas Pesach is an 
aspect of mochin d’gadlus (expanded consciousness). 

 
מִיניֵ כִּי בְּפֶסַח, קִטְניִּוֹת לֶאֱכלֹ אָסוּר שֶׁלָּכֵךְ טַעַם, אָמַר  

בְּחִינתַ הוּא וּפֶסַח דְּקַטְנוּת, מוֹחִין בְּחִינתַ הוּא קִטְניִּוֹת  
דְּגַדְלוּת מוֹחִין . 

But “bread” (lechem) is numerically equivalent to three times the 
Tetragrammaton (Havayah), and that is an aspect of gadlus. And 
every Havayah is an aspect of the Name Mah, which is 
numerically equivalent to “Adam”, and anything that is in the 
secret of the form of a human (Tzuras Adam) includes ten 
sefiros. 

 

בְּחִינתַ וְהוּא הֲוָיוֹת, ג' גִּימַטְרִיּיָא הוּא "לֶחֶם" אֲבָל  
שֶׁהוּא מ"ה שֵׁם בְּחִינתַ הוּא הֲוָיָ"ה וְכָל גַּדְלוּת.  

אָדָם צִיּוּר בְּסוֹד שֶׁהוּא מָה וְכָל "אָדָם", בְּגִימַטְרִיּיָא  
סְפִירוֹת עֶשֶׂר כּוֹלֵל הוּא . 
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Therefore, one must place ten fingers on the bread at the time of 
the haMotzi blessing. Also, there are ten words in the haMotzi 
blessing, unlike the blessing of Shehakol and similar ones. (See 
Shulchan Aruch, O.C. 167:4.) 

 

בִּשְׁעַת הַלֶּחֶם עַל אֶצְבָּעוֹת עֶשֶׂר לְהַנּיִחַ צָרִיךְ לָכָךְ  
כֵּן מַשֶּׁאֵין תֵּבוֹת, י' הַמּוֹצִיא בִּבְרָכַת ישֵׁ וְגַם הַמּוֹצִיא,  
חַיּיִם לְאוֹרַח עָרוּךְ )שׁוּלְחָן וְכַיּוֹצֵא שֶׁהַכּלֹ בִּבְרָכַת  
ד סִעִיף קסז, סִימָן ). 

And on Thursday of Parshas Shemos, they made a dish of 
sesame, and it was very good. And he said that this was because 
they needed to fast, and a fast is also an aspect of mochin 
d’katnus, as explained in the Kavanos (Per LoS.K., p. 7 col. 3). 

 

שׁוּמְשְׁמִין, שֶׁל מַאֲכָל עָשׂוּ שְׁמוֹת פַּרְשַׁת ה' וּבְיוֹם  
צְרִיכִין שֶׁהָיוּ מִחְמַת שֶׁהוּא וְאָמַר, מְאדֹ, עַד טוֹב וְהָיהָ  

דְּקַטְנוּת, מוֹחִין בְּחִינתַ גַם־כֵּן הוּא וְתַעֲניִת לְהִתְעַנּוֹת,  
ג עַמוּד ז, דַף לו״ס״ק )פֵּער בַּכַּוָּנוֹת כַּמְבוֹאָר ). 

Siman #177 
In the name of the Rabbi, of blessed memory: On Pesach, 
judgment is from the side of the soul, and on Rosh Hashanah, 
from the side of the body. 

 
הַנּשְָׁמָה, מִצַּד דָּניִן בְּפֶסַח לִבְרָכָה: זכְִרוֹנוֹ הָרַב בְּשֵׁם  

הַגּוּף מִצַּד הַשָּׁנהָ וּבְראֹשׁ . 

The Rabbi, of blessed memory, also said: On Pesach, judgment is 
from the side of kindnesses (chasadim), therefore we eat and 
drink and rejoice; and on Rosh Hashanah, from the side of 
severities (g’vurot). And when a person finds favor and grace (in 
Yiddish: “when one gets loski”) on Pesach, he will have no 
hardship at all on Rosh Hashanah — as long as he is extremely 
careful about even a trace of chametz, for it is a very serious 
matter. 

 

מִצַּד דָּניִן בְּפֶסַח לִבְרָכָה: זכְִרוֹנוֹ הָרַב אָמַר עוֹד  
וּבְראֹשׁ וּשְׂמֵחִין, וְשׁוֹתִים אוֹכְלִים לָכֵן הַחֲסָדִים,  

וָחֶסֶד חֵן אָדָם וּכְשֶׁמוֹצֵא הַגְּבוּרוֹת. מִצַּד הַשָּׁנהָ  
בְּפֶסַח, לוֹסקִי"( קְרִיגְט מְעַאן "אַז אַשְׁכְּנזַ: )בַּלָּשׁוֹן  

מְאדֹ שֶׁיּזִּהֵָר וּבִלְבַד הַשָּׁנהָ. בְּראֹשׁ טּוֹרַח שׁוּם לוֹ אֵין  
גָּדוֹל דָּבָר שֶׁהוּא חָמֵץ, מִמַּשֶּׁהוּ . 

And the Rabbi, of blessed memory, said regarding his son, Rabbi 
Eliyahu, that he cannot attain spiritual levels like his brother, 
may he live and be well, because one time he was sick and they 
had to give him chametz on Pesach due to pikuach nefesh, and 
this damaged his soul forever. 

 

שֶׁאֵינוֹ בְּנוֹ אֵלִיּהָוּ רַבִּי עַל לִבְרָכָה זכְִרוֹנוֹ הָרַב וְאָמַר  
הָיהָ אַחַת פַּעַם כִּי נ"י, אָחִיו כְּמוֹ לְהַשָּׂגָה לָבוֹא יכָוֹל  
פִּיקּוּחַ מִשּׁוּם בְּפֶסַח חָמֵץ לוֹ לִתֵּן צְרִיכִין וְהָיוּ חוֹלֶה  
עוֹלָם עַד לְנשְִׁמָתוֹ הִזּיִק וְזהֶ נפֶֶשׁ, . 

He also related that the Rabbi, of blessed memory, told a certain 
wicked apostate that the beginning of his breach came when he 
ate chametz on Pesach, and from that everything else followed. 
And he explained in the name of the Rabbi, of blessed memory, 
that on Pesach, judgment is from the side of the souls, etc. 

 

אֶחָד לִרְשָׁע הִגִּיד לִבְרָכָה זכְִרוֹנוֹ שֶׁהָרַב סִיפֵּר, עוֹד  
חָמֵץ שֶׁאָכַל הָיתְָה פְּרִיצוּתוֹ שֶׁתְּחִלַּת שֶׁהֵמִיר, גָּדוֹל  

זכְִרוֹנוֹ הָרַב בְּשֵׁם וּבֵיאֵר לַכּלֹ. בָּא וּמִזּהֶ בְּפֶסַח,  
וְכוּ הַנּשְָׁמוֹת מִצַּד דָּניִן שֶׁבְּפֶסַח לִבְרָכָה, '. 

And now, in the year 5573 (1813), he, of blessed memory, 
further explained another matter: that the Holy One, blessed be 
He, desires to be served in every possible way, and on this they 
judge on Pesach — in what manner one’s service will be that 
year: through Torah study, or through prayer, or through some 
other thing, and the like. 

 

לִבְרָכָה זכְִרוֹנוֹ הוּא בֵּיאֵר לַפְ"ק, תְּקע"ג שְׁנתַ וְעַכְשָׁיו  
אוֹתוֹ שֶׁיַּעַבְדוּ רוֹצֶה יתְִבָּרַךְ הַשֵּׁם כִּי אַחֵר: בְּעִניְןָ עוֹד  
תִּהְיהֶ אפֶֹן בְּאֵיזהֶ בְּפֶסַח דָּניִן זהֶ וְעַל הָאפַֹנּיִם, בְּכָל  

בְּדָבָר אוֹ בַּתְּפִלָּה אוֹ בַּלִּימּוּד הַזּאֹת, בַּשָּׁנהָ עֲבוֹדָתוֹ  
בָזהֶ וְכַיּוֹצֵא אַחֵר, . 
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 בס"ד

Reb Pinchas of Koretz 
Imrie Pinchas 

Pesach & Hagadah​
 

Siman #178 
He said: On Pesach, when a great light comes into the world, a 
person must be careful in all his actions, so that he not be 
punished, Heaven forbid. And understand this. 

 
אָדָם צָרִיךְ גָּדוֹל, אוֹר לָעוֹלָם כְּשֶׁבָּא בְּפֶסַח, אָמַר:  

וְהָבֵן וְשָׁלוֹם, חַס יעֵָנשֵׁ שֶׁלֹּא מַעֲשָׂיו בְּכָל לְהִזּהֵָר . 

Siman #179 
In the name of the Rabbi, of blessed memory: On Pesach, 
because a great light descends, therefore they are particular even 
about a slight movement or a light sin. 

 
אוֹר שֶׁיוֹרֵד בַּעֲבוּר בְּפֶסַח, לִבְרָכָה, זכְִרוֹנוֹ הָרַב בְּשֵׁם  

קַל וְחֵטְא קַלָּה תְּנוּעָה עַל אֲפִלּוּ מַקְפִּידִין כֵּן עַל גָּדוֹל, . 

And he, of blessed memory, told that one time on the first night 
of Pesach, there was a lot of wine on the table, and also a lot of 
schnapps, which was brought by Reb Shlomo [of Heysen], of 
blessed memory, and after the fish, they took a little schnapps 
and drank. 

 

שֶׁל א' בְּלֵיל אַחַת שֶׁפַּעַם לִבְרָכָה, זכְִרוֹנוֹ הוּא וְסִיפֵּר  
הַרְבֵּה, הָיהָ ייֵ״ש וְגַם הַשֻּׁלְחָן, עַל ייַןִ הַרְבֵּה הָיהָ פֶּסַח  

וְאַחַר לִבְרָכָה, זכְִרוֹנוֹ ]מֵהַייְסִין[ שְׁלֹמהֹ רַבִּי שֶׁהֵבִיא  
וְשָׁתוּ ייֵ״ש מְעַט לָקְחוּ הַדָּגִים . 

And the Rabbi, of blessed memory, said to him: Sometimes the 
evil inclination doesn’t entice at all, and the person himself runs 
after the evil inclination — “ka, ka” — like when there is so 
much wine and yet you drink schnapps. 

 
הַיּצֵֶר שֶׁאֵין ישֵׁ פְּעָמִים לִבְרָכָה: זכְִרוֹנוֹ הָרַב לוֹ וְאָמַר  
קָ"א, הָרָע הַיּצֵֶר אַחַר רוֹדֵף וְהָאָדָם כְּלָל, מְסִית הָרָע  

ייֵ״ש שׁוֹתִים וְאַתֶּם הַרְבֵּה ייַןִ כָּךְ כָּל שֶׁיּשֵׁ כְּגוֹן קָ"א, . 

And he, of blessed memory, said that at such a time, they are 
strict in accordance with the above. 

 
עַל מַקְפִּידִין הַנַּ"ל שֶׁבְּעֵת לִבְרָכָה, זכְִרוֹנוֹ הוּא וְאָמַר  
הַנַּ"ל דַּרְכֵי . 

Siman #180 
Regarding Ma’ariv (the evening prayer): He, of blessed memory, 
practiced on the first night of Yom Tov not to say it, because he 
said the people are tired. And on the second night, he would not 
lead the prayer from the amud (lectern); rather, someone else 
would lead and they would say Ma’ariv. 

 

טוֹב יוֹם בְּלֵיל לִבְרָכָה זכְִרוֹנוֹ נהַָג הַמַּעֲרִיבִית. בְּעִניְןָ  
הֵם הָעוֹלָם אוֹמֵר הָיהָ כִּי לוֹאֲמְרוֹ, שֶׁלֹּא רִאשׁוֹן  
רַק הָעָמוּד, לִפְניֵ מִתְפַּלֵּל הָיהָ לֹא שֵׁניִ וּבְלֵיל עֲיפִֵים.  

מַעֲרִיבִית וְאָמְרוּ מִתְפַּלֵּל הָיהָ אַחֵר . 

And he, of blessed memory, spoke privately with Rabbi Simchah 
[K.G.], perhaps he, of blessed memory, did not say Ma’ariv at 
all. Therefore, he refrained on the second night from going to the 
amud, so that they would not notice — for he had no explanation 
for the second night. 

 

ק"ג, שִׂמְחָה רַבִּי עִם בְּסוֹד לִבְרָכָה זכְִרוֹנוֹ הוּא וְדִבֵּר  
לָכֵן כְּלָל, מַעֲרִיבִית אָמַר לֹא לִבְרָכָה זכְִרוֹנוֹ הוּא אוּלַי  

שֶׁלֹּא בּוֹ, ירְַגִּישׁוּ שֶׁלֹּא מֵהָעָמוּד שֵׁניִ בְּלֵיל נסְִתַּלֵּק  
שֵׁניִ לֵיל עַל תֵּרוּץ לוֹ הָיהָ . 

Until Rabbi Yaakov Shimon testified that he did say Ma’ariv on 
the second night, from one siddur together with his father. And 
on the last days of Yom Tov, he also said it on the first night. 

 
אָמַר שֶׁהוּא שִׁמְעוֹן יעֲַקבֹ רַבִּי הָרַב ]שֶׁהֵעִיד[ עַד  

וּבְיוֹם אָבִיו. עִם אֶחָד בְּסִידּוּר שֵׁניִ בְּלֵיל מַעֲרִיבִית  
רִאשׁוֹן בְּלֵיל גַּם אָמַר הָאַחֲרוֹניִם טוֹב . 

 

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com 
6 

https://www.chassidusnow.com/

