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Siman #148 
This is the teaching of the burnt offering: it is the burnt offering 
that stays on its flame on the altar all night until morning, and the 
fire of the altar shall burn in it (Vayikra 6:2). 

כָּל הַמִּזבְֵּחַ עַל מוֹקְדָה עַל הָעלָֹה הִיא הָעלָֹה תּוֹרַת זאֹת  
ג )ג, בּוֹ תּוּקַד הַמִּזבְֵּחַ וְאֵשׁ הַבּקֶֹר עַד הַלַּילְָה ). 

This matter I did not hear in the name of anyone, but someone 
explained it to me in the name of Rabbi Shmuel [of Warshavik] 
z”l: 

בְּשֵׁם שֶׁהוּא אֶחָד לִי וּפֵרֵשׁ מִי, בְּשֵׁם שָׁמַעְתִּי לֹא זהֶ דָּבָר  
ז"ל ]וַאָרְשִׁיוִויקֵר[ שְׁמָעוּאֵל רַבִּי : 

Behold, the sign a person has to recognize whether he is truly 
serving Hashem and whether his service on that day was pleasing 
to Hashem—even if he sat the entire day over his sefer (holy 
book)—he can know it by the following: 

יתְִבָּרַךְ הַשֵּׁם עוֹבֵד אִם לְהַבְחִין לָאָדָם שֶׁיּשֵׁ הַסִּימָן הִנּהֵ  
יתְִבָּרַךְ, לַה' הַזּהֶ בַּיּוֹם רְצוּיהָ עֲבוֹדָתוֹ הָיתְָה וְאִם בֶּאֱמֶת  

בָּזהֶ לָדַעַת יכָוֹל הַסֵּפֶר עַל הַיּוֹם כָּל ישַָׁב אִם גַּם : 

For from the Torah and service that a person does, a garment is 
made for his soul. And through this garment, the soul rises each 
night upward and draws near as a sacrifice on the altar through 
Michael the High Priest. 

לְבוּשׁ נעֲַשֶׂה עוֹשֶׂה שֶׁאָדָם וַעֲבוֹדָה מִתּוֹרָה הִנּהֵ כִּי  
לַילְָה בְּכָל עוֹלָה הִיא הַלְּבוּשׁ זהֶ ידְֵי וְעַל לְנשְִׁמָתוֹ,  

כּהֵֹן מִיכָאֵל ידְֵי עַל הַמִּזבְֵּחַ עַל לְקָרְבָּן וּמִתְקָרֶבֶת לְמַעְלָה  
 .גָּדוֹל

But if his Torah is without fear and love (of Hashem), it does not 
ascend upward (see Zohar Sulam, Vayikra 16:3), and the soul has 
no garment and no elevation. 

לְעֵילָא פָּרְחָא לָא וּרְחִימוּ דְּחִילוּ בְּלֹא תּוֹרָתוֹ אִם אֲבָל  
לָהּ וְאֵין לְבוּשׁ לַנּפֶֶשׁ וְאֵין ג( ט"ז, וַיּקְִרָא סוּלַּם זהַֹר )עַיּןֵ  

 .עֲלִיּהָ
And the sign for this—whether the soul had an elevation—is: if he 
awakens in the morning with fiery enthusiasm for Hashem, this is 
a sign that his soul had been a sacrifice on the heavenly altar. 

בַּבּקֶֹר נתְִעוֹרֵר עֲלִיּהָ—אִם לַנּפֶֶשׁ הָיתְָה אִם לָזהֶ וְהַסִּימָן  
גַּבֵּי עַל קָרְבָּן נשְִׁמָתוֹ שֶׁהָיתְָה סִימָן לַה'—אָז בְּהִתְלַהֲבוּת  

 .הַמִּזבְֵּחַ
And from that fire of the altar, his heart burns with love for 
Hashem. 

לַה מִתְלַהֵב לִבּוֹ מִזבְֵּחַ שֶׁל אֵשׁ וּמֵאוֹתוֹ '. 

And this is (the meaning of the verse): “This is the teaching of the 
burnt offering”—meaning: to know if his Torah had an elevation, 
if it rose upward— 

הָיתְָה אִם לָדַעַת פֵּירוּשׁ: הָעלָֹה", תּוֹרַת "זאֹת וְזהֶוּ  
לְעֵילָא פָּרְחָא אִם עֲלִיּהָ, לְתוֹרָתוֹ — 

“it is the burnt offering”—know if his soul rose on its flame on the 
altar above all night until morning, had been a sacrifice on the 
altar. Then surely his Torah ascended and made a garment for the 
soul. 

" עַל מוֹקְדָה עַל עָלְתָה נשְִׁמָתוֹ אִם הָעלָֹה"—דֵּעַ הִיא  
עַל קָרְבָּן הָיתְָה הַבּקֶֹר, עַד הַלַּילְָה כָּל מַעְלָה שֶׁל הַמִּזבְֵּחַ  

לַנּפֶֶשׁ וְהִלְבִּישָׁה עָלְתָה תּוֹרָתוֹ וַדַּאי אָז הַמִּזבְֵּחַ, גַּבֵּי . 

And how can one know this? That’s why it says, “And the fire of 
the altar shall burn in him”—specifically: if upon awakening there 
burns within him a fire of enthusiasm for Hashem, then it is a sign 
that this is from the fire of the altar where his soul was a sacrifice. 

תּוּקַד הַמִּזבְֵּחַ "וְאֵשׁ אָמַר: לָזהֶ זאֹת? יוֹדֵעַ וּבַמֶּה  
בְּהִתְלַהֲבוּת אֵשׁ בּוֹ יוּקַד בְּהִתְעוֹרְרוּתוֹ אִם בּוֹ"—דַּוְקָא.  

נשְִׁמָתוֹ שֶׁהָיתְָה הַמִּזבְֵּחַ מֵאֵשׁ נשְִׁאַר שֶׁזּהֶ סִימָן לַה'—אָז  
 .קָרְבָּן

[NOTE: 🔥 The Fire That Burns Within Expounding on the Teaching: 
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The verse in Vayikra 6:2 — " הָעלָֹה תּוֹרַת זאֹת ..." — is explained here not just as a law about the 
burnt offering, but as a spiritual diagnostic: How can I know if my Torah learning and service 
were real? Was I truly connected to Hashem today? 

The answer lies in what happens the next morning. 

Even if I spent the entire day in Torah study, even if externally it seemed like a day of holiness, 
there's one inner sign that reveals the truth: When I wake up, do I feel a fire for Hashem? 

If I feel uplifted, inspired, eager to daven and to connect — it means my soul rose during the 
night, like a korban on the Heavenly Mizbeach, through the spiritual garment created by my 
Torah and mitzvos. And that fire I feel? It's the remnant of the Heavenly altar’s fire that burned 
my soul as a korban to Hashem. 

But if I wake up cold, empty, uninterested? Then maybe I was missing Ahavah and Yirah — 
love and awe — during the learning, and my Torah didn’t create that “garment,” that elevation. 

This gives us a powerful daily check-in: not based on how long we studied or how many pages 
we covered, but how much heart we brought into it, and whether it lit a fire that carries over 
into the next day. 

📖 A Story: The Boy and the Fire in the Snow 

In a small Polish town, long ago, lived a young boy named Meir. His family was poor, and his 
father — a woodchopper — barely made enough to feed them. Still, Meir loved to learn Torah. 
Every evening, after chores and helping his mother, he would run to the cold little shul and learn 
by candlelight, often falling asleep over his Gemara. 

One night, the snow piled high and the freezing wind howled. The shamash of the shul came in 
early the next morning and stopped in shock. There, near the stove, lay Meir — asleep over his 
open Gemara, his face glowing, a look of deep peace on his face. The fire in the stove had long 
gone out. The room should’ve been icy. 

But it wasn’t. 

It was warm. Radiantly warm. 

Word spread, and the Rebbe of the town came to see. He closed his eyes and said quietly:​
"This boy's soul rose last night. His Torah burned with such love and awe that he became a 
korban before Hashem. And the warmth you feel in this room? That’s the fire of the 
Heavenly Mizbeach, still burning in him." 

Meir later became a great Rav. But he would always say:​
“More than learning Torah by fire, we must learn Torah with fire — the fire of the soul.” 
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💡 Takeaway 

Before we measure our spiritual day by external results, we should ask:​
"Did my Torah and mitzvos light a fire within me?"​
And in the morning, the answer reveals itself:​
Is there a warmth, a yearning, a holy restlessness to come close to Hashem?​
If yes — you were a korban. And your Torah flew upward like smoke on the altar. END NOTE] 

Siman #159 

“When a leader sins” (Vayikra 4:22). כ"ב ד, )וַיּקְִרָא יחֱֶטָא נשִָׂיא אֲשֶׁר ). 

Fortunate is the generation whose leader brings a korban for his 
unintentional sin (Horayos 10b). 

י, )חוֹרָיוֹת שְׁגָגָתוֹ עַל כַּפָּרָה מֵבִיא שֶׁהַנּשִָׂיא הַדּוֹר אַשְׁרֵי  
 .(ב

For it is taught in the Gemara (Horayos 10b): “They are forgiven 
their sins... and one who rises to greatness.” 

לָהֶם 'מוֹחֲלִין ב(: י, )חוֹרָיוֹת בַּגְּמָרָא אִיתָא כִּי  
לִגְדוּלָּה וְהָעוֹלֶה עֲוֹנוֹתֵיהֶם... '. 

And it is brought in Ba’al HaTurim (Bamidbar 6:3): A person does 
not become a leader from below unless he has become a wicked 
person from above. 

נעֲַשֶׂה אָדָם 'אֵין ג(: ו, )בַּמִּדְבָּר הַתּוּרִים בְּבַעַל וְאִיתָא  
מִלְמַעְלָה רָשָׁע נעֲַשָׂה אִם רַק מִלְּמַטָּה ראֹשׁ '. 

And this is (the meaning of the verse) “Appoint the 
Levi’im”—“appoint over him a wicked one” (Sanhedrin 14a), see 
there. 

)כְּסַנהְֶדְרִין רָשָׁע' עָלָיו הַלְוִיִּם'—'הַפְקֵד אֶת 'הַפְקֵד וְזהֶוּ:  
שָׁם עַיּןֵ י"ד(, . 

It turns out that when a person rises to greatness, and he 
understands with his intellect that certainly he is a wicked person 
from above, and he contemplates teshuvah—then they forgive him. 

שֶׁבְּוַדַּאי בְּשִׂכְלוֹ וּמֵבִין לִגְדוּלָּה אָדָם כְּשֶׁעוֹלֶה נמְִצָא,  
לוֹ בִּתְשׁוּבָה—מוֹחֲלִין וּמְהַרְהֵר מִלְמַעְלָה, רָשָׁע הוּא . 

[NOTE: 🔎 Explanation & Expansion: "When a Leader Sins" 
The Torah says: 

" יחֱֶטָא נָשִׂיא אֲשֶׁר " — When a leader sins (Vayikra 4:22) 

But the Sages in Horayos 10b read this verse with a twist: 

"Ashrei haDor" — Fortunate is the generation whose leader admits his mistake and brings a 
korban (sacrifice) for even an unintentional sin. 

Why is such a generation fortunate? 

Because it means their leader has humility, self-awareness, and a living connection to 
teshuvah. He doesn’t pretend perfection. He leads by example—not by being sinless, but by 
showing how to return when one does fall. 

👑 The Hidden Layers of Leadership 
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Now comes the surprising part from the Ba’al HaTurim and Chazal: 

"No one becomes a leader from below unless he has become a rasha (wicked) from above." 

Wait—what? 

What this means, according to deeper sources, is that any time someone is placed in a position of 
authority, it’s because in Heaven, his soul is being judged more harshly. Leadership is not a 
reward—it’s a test. 

And when someone rises to greatness, and he realizes that perhaps this is a sign of an inner 
flaw—a din on his soul above—and he responds with teshuvah, the Heavenly Court forgives 
him. 

In other words: Greatness can break a person—or awaken him. 

The real tzaddik is the one who says: 

“If I’m being elevated, it must be that I’m being tested. I must examine myself, do teshuvah, and 
take responsibility.” 

📖 A Story: The Rebbe Who Refused the Throne 

In a city in Eastern Europe, after the passing of the community’s revered Rav, the people turned 
to a quiet, brilliant scholar named Reb Mendel and begged him to become the new Rebbe. 

He refused. 

They pleaded.​
He shook his head.​
Finally, he sighed and whispered: 

“Do you not understand? Leadership is not a promotion—it is a Heavenly accusation. If I am 
being offered this honor, it means they are judging me above. It means there is something to fix 
in me.” 

Still, after much pressure, he agreed—but only on one condition: that every day, he would be 
allowed one full hour alone, uninterrupted, to daven and cry before Hashem. 

When asked what he did during that hour, he said: 

“I beg Hashem that I should never become a ‘leader’ in my own eyes. That I should remember 
the burden is not mine to carry, and that if Heaven chose me, it’s not because I’m great—it’s 
because I need to do teshuvah.” 
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Years later, when people asked what made Reb Mendel so great, his students would say: 

“It was the fire that burned inside him from knowing that leadership isn't a crown—it’s a mirror. 
And he never stopped looking in it.” 

🪞 Practical Takeaway (PT) 

●​ Are you in a position of influence? As a parent, teacher, friend, or leader? 
●​ Instead of pride, do you feel awe and humility? That’s a sign you’re doing it right. 
●​ When you rise—check your soul. Don’t assume elevation means approval. It might 

mean Hashem wants you to grow even more deeply. 

And if you look inward, and return with a whole heart, then: 

" לו מוחלין " – They forgive him. 

 


