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Introduction

This discourse by Rabbi Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl—a foundational figure in early Ukrainian
Chassidism and the author of Me 'or Einayim—delves into the profound relationship between divine
knowledge, human free will, and the sacred mission of spiritual refinement. Living in the 18th century and a
disciple of the Baal Shem Tov and the Maggid of Mezeritch, Rabbi Menachem Nachum taught that the purpose
of life is not to avoid the world’s brokenness but to uplift it—to reveal the divine sparks embedded even in the
darkest corners of creation. This teaching centers on Shevirat HaKeilim (the shattering of the vessels) and
explains how the human being’s capacity for daas (holy awareness) enables him to restore and elevate fallen
spiritual elements. Framed around the story of the spies in Parshat Shelach, it offers a deep lens into the inner
spiritual geography of Eretz Yisrael and the challenge of reconciling divine knowledge with true free will.

[In Tractate Sotah, Rabbi Yitzchak said: This matter is a
tradition in our hands from our ancestors: the spies—after
their deeds they are named, etc. ""Setur'"—because he
contradicted the acts of the Holy One, blessed be He.
""Michal"—because he made himself (or his enemy) of the
[Holy One, blessed be He, so to speak. Rabbi Yohanan said: We
too will say, "N'tavi"—because he concealed (%°21777) the words
of the Holy One, blessed be He; and "Pasi""—because he
(stepped over the measures of the Holy One, blessed be He.
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To understand this, we will preface with what Rashi explained on
"3-m2w": "According to your opinion—I am not commanding
you; if you wish, you may send."

ANYTY T2 MW W WRY A2 DRI AT AT
M2Y 7370 OX AN 77 MER TR O,

For it is known what the Zohar explains—that the entire episode
of the spies is interpreted in the manner of spiritual concepts,
referring to the upper land. See there.

D793 PV AW 92 T2 UYRY n y1iT
Wy 13P7¥a TN NN nivpmed 772,

For in truth, the simple meaning and the inner meaning follow
one path. For it is known that the Land of Israel is the substance
and vessel of the World to Come.

27 D21V 2@ 22371 MINT KT 2R YN,

Through it, there is a smoother path to enter the World to Come,
more than for one who serves outside the Land of Israel.

T2 71 NI R27 D717 Xiaw 777 XA AT WY
YIR? Y3 72197,

As our Sages said: "Anyone who dwells in the Land of Israel is
like one who has a God; and one who dwells outside the Land...
etc."

WY R MTT XY YINR 7T 72 10T DR
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For the Israelites who are outside the Land are like idol

YR MY ATIAY VTR YWD PINAY N 0

worshippers in purity. o,
All their divine influence must descend to them through the ANIR PW a7 By 09%R 77 TR DnyOwI 93
ministering angel of that country. arn,

For even though they seek from the Blessed Creator, nevertheless,
once He agrees to bestow that influence—

DipR 220 KT TAN3 X12T) DWRH DIV W 2
NI DY P'2VT7 713N N D020 0N,

—it passes through the minister of the land in which they dwell.

NPTRI DWW Ty I 777 N,

And this is considered idol worship, so to speak—even though it
is in purity. Understand this, as explained in the writings of the
Arizal.

03 120,703 NITY A8 712232 7Y 7Ry
9" ¥ *2033 BNJY.

And it emerges that the complete service—to merit the Upper
Land, the inner Land of Life, which is the aspect of Eretz
Yisrael—this is the easier path in Eretz Yisrael.

YN AIPRYT YN NIT? Mn7wa ATiayny N
237 770 R, 2R PN D102, 000718 00
X 7R3

Therefore, from the simple (meaning), you can also understand in
the realm of concepts in a similar manner. For the early sages,
including the Rambam of blessed memory, asked:

WP 2,17y 12 03 NiPaIna 1an LIWRT 1 127
271 D" D793 DINTRA,

Since everything is foreseen and revealed to Him, may He be
blessed—He looks at the end of a matter from its beginning.

A0 LA RITY 77207 17 °123] 1Y 2TY 172V
YRR 937,

[f so, at the moment of the formation of a person, He sees whether
he will be righteous or wicked—and His knowledge certainly does
not change.

N P MY a2 030 OTRT DY) NYY3 19 OX)
TIAY? X2 ORTIZ I LYY,

[f so, how is it possible that a person is given the choice between
good and evil—if His knowledge already decreed how it would be
and it cannot change?

7n2 12 NP7 OTR? A3N) MYT TR 12 0X)
T TR TR NPT 132 TRY I 7] 2007
MR X71?

But the matter is as follows: It is known that the essence of free
will between good and evil comes from the shattering of the
vessels.

Y1 230 2P 7020 D YTIIT XA 1T 0N
07727 NV T¥H NI,

For He, may He be blessed, was building worlds and destroying
them—this is the secret of the shattering of the vessels, which are
the aforementioned worlds.

7i0 R ,12°70721 NIARIY n3i2 7200 R Y
0"2737 NiNgIVE 19¥ 07920 NI,

And through this, from the holy supernal attributes, sparks fell
during the shattering.

niwiTRa NiaHYI NiTRT 1 1993 71 0T O
v,

A mixture of good and evil was thus created, and through that, free

will exists—to choose one of two paths as one desires.

AR M AL T YY) ,5) 290 nainn Ty
YTV D277 2w TN 1N,
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This is so that there can be reward and punishment—for without
this, there would be no delight for Him, may He be blessed, from
the service of the lower beings, the Jewish people.

i2 M1yn 77 X2 7172 °2 W) WY iy 0192
287 32 o°1iPRRT N7y T,

For the entire essence of the Creator’s delight—may His Name be
blessed—and His creating of the worlds is for the sake of Israel:

INX™3Y 09 7720 K320 2080 Y 922
DRI w3 X L ninRivi:

That He may take delight through their service—that they serve
Him even though they are creatures of flesh and matter, in a
mixture of good and evil.

*$3p oY AR IR 372879 ,0NTIaY 0T 9V vy
y7) 20 n2inyna nn,

But if there were no evil, they would not be elevated beyond the
angels and all the hosts of heaven who serve Him—

2y Myyna oW oy A7 X2 ,¥77 Mg X2 OX 928
INIX 0772997 A7YR KX 991 DOIXRI,

Since among them (the angels) there is no evil at all.

922 V70703 PRY 0N

And it is known that the cause which brings about the choice to
choose one path between good and evil is through daas
knowledge).

iR TN 777 1IN37 A7032 X023 1297 73 YT
YT T %Y XL,

For if there is no daas, from where would come distinction—

T 77720 YT PR OR 93—

As we find in the Gemara: "Why did they establish Havdalah in

11972 72720 3PN 77 *397 XA WERY 03

the blessing of Chonein HaDaas?" etc. ") NYTa,
And through daas, each person chooses according to his daas, as ITERY 13 ,IAYT °9% TR 92 02 ny1s 07 N
his knowledge inclines him— Y2 ny1a,

—either to one of the extremes, or to be balanced in the middle
path amidst the mixture of good and evil.

V¥IRT 7772 YYIRn NP7 IR L NNIXRT T TN
¥ 23w N2IYN2.

[f so, daas is the essence of free choice, since its root is from there.

AYIWY 0NN ,70T RV RIT NYTT LI OX)
1N,

And it is known that daas is one of the attributes of the Holy One,
blessed be He, which has a root above in the Supernal Daas.

2 WY ,nmapn DY rniTan TR R NYIoY 7N
119¥7 DY N7yn? YUY,

However, each one—according to what kind of person he is—so
too is his daas.

oW YT I9YN 72,078 RN 7 007 TR 93 DaX,

And there are those whose daas is also in a state of shattering
shevirah),

7AW 12 03 1PY nYTIY TN U,

And he needs to exert himself to rise from his own daas to the root
of daas—the Supernal Daas—

oY WYY nyTa 1 NivY? YaRDa? TOX)
17997 NYT—NYTI—

—which is [Divrei HaYamim I 28:9] “Know the God of your
father and serve Him”—

AR 9% IR YT (0,070 R D 012T) XY
17,

—in order to merit a great daas, which is the aspect of Moshe, as
is known.

¥7919 nYn N2 RN 2173 nYT? niafh 013.
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And likewise with all the other attributes that are in a state of
shattering—

AW 1TY NI 22312 03 1),

—he should look toward their root, from where they are sourced—

W TR T Y I,

—and he should elevate it to its source to make a single
unification.

TN IR NiwY? WYY 12 03 .

For example, if a person is struck with some improper love
ahavah ra'ah), he should think:

W,y 720R APR §9 K2 oR 79

“Is this not wondrous from the eternal holy love?”

ViR 12087 02197 X991 11 N7,

And through this he will serve Hashem with love, by awakening
the attribute within him—

aTR0 NINIYNAR 72082 7 DY TR A0 9V
2R3,

And he will begin to love Hashem with strong love.

1207 NN TRIY T3 M7 I,

And through this the evil falls away, and the good is elevated and
clarified back to its root in the World of Love.

n2087 D’?W; 11271275 77321 27 Y7 501113 772&_7'!.

As the Baal Shem Tov (may his memory be blessed for the life of
the World to Come) said on the verse (Vayikra 20:17), "And a man
who takes his sister—it is a chesed," etc.—

'3 X% 102 7Y Y7333 21 OY Y37 Ry 03
'm hehiielyi ﬁn’ng X np? WWN W"m (T"’,

For this love of forbidden relationships is chesed (kindness), from
the World of Chesed which is the World of Divine Love—it (the
Divinity) is removed from it.

QNI 0219R ,XIT 700 NPT PV 2387 A1 03
72303 RO NITORT 72087 221V XINY,

And you must extract from the evil and connect it back to the root,
as mentioned above—

2732 WWT OR AR Y7 10 11027 ADR 1K)
7¥7,

L—and not be drawn after the evil that is within it.

121n2W Y77 IR TYR? X,

And so it is with all the other attributes as well: this is the primary
aspect of the service—

72 R NITIYT @Y 12 03 NI 292 1),

For this is what our Righteous Mashiach longs for: that we should
reach this level—to refine the aforementioned sparks.

5717 nixivoy,

This is the secret of the hirur—to clarify the good from the evil in
which it is clothed through the shattering (shevirah).

%Y 12 Waony v17 10 2393 7727 020 Ti0 Y
T T,

And all of this is only possible through daas (knowledge),

NYTI > 7Y DY 3 K"K 71 73,

For then one knows how to give himself counsel and salvation in
the aforementioned clarifications.

713 22 AW 1Y ingyy N0 T Y,

And all of this has already been explained by us elsewhere.

IR 0iPR2 122 1738 Wi A1 291,

And if so, the knowledge of the Creator, blessed be He, is the
aspect of daas—

NYT NP3 KT LRI T3 X123 DT T N,
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—ifrom which the daas of every Jew also descends.

2R 92 5% nYIa NWLRYE X7 12 03 QWY

IAnd it turns out that daas is free choice.

NI X DYTI 0D X3,

And it turns out there is no place for the above-mentioned
question—

2717 RWR? Dipn TR R¥HI),

For in truth, free choice is not the opposite of the knowledge of the
Creator, blessed be He and His Name—

T2 X127 7Y NPT, 790 APY TVNRTNHK3 °2
Ay T2 X,

—rather it is literally the root of choice.

AYTRD W W XAV,

And the knowledge of the Creator, blessed be He, is the aspect of
choice—

AP0 NP0R XD, TINT RN 7Y NPT,

—which also comes through His knowledge, blessed be He, that
dwells within man.

DIX2 DIWY 77207 NPT 073 %Y 12 03 XTIV,

And through it is the choice to choose good over evil, and to make
distinction among the fallen attributes—

niy2) v 230 I3 77027 X7 A7 0T )
nivgiag nimaa 77731,

—to clarify from them the good and bring it back to its root, as
said above.

TR WIW? W27 2767 070 1737

For in truth, from His perspective, blessed be He, nothing is
withheld—

827 X7 77207 1780 MaR3 3,

—for He is the One who gives the daas, by which a person
clarifies the attributes.

M7 07X 1 12y NYT3 01D 03,

But from the side of the person comes the obstacle, in that he is
drawn after the evil that is mixed within.

VY7 VIK TYRIY PRI X DTN TE 73N
2 2Ry,

And if so, there is no change in His knowledge, Heaven forbid—

VI TR0 0TI MUY TR 12 0N,

—only that there is a person who, Heaven forbid, accomplishes
nothing with his daas, because he falls to the side of evil.
Understand this well.

299y namn 0373 NYT2 YYiD I1RY DR WY P
127,577 T8 .

This is the overarching principle that emerges:

m7iva 9927 71,

So too His knowledge, blessed be He, decreed—that through the
Supernal Daas, if one grasps it and desires to act with it,

YT T PYY LTI NPT A 12 03 2 72
12 71997 7Y 12 T o107y,

He will certainly act to refine the attributes, as stated.

KD NiTAT 1127 RN v,

And this is literally the aspect of free choice.

77037 D102 WRn X

And this is what Israel desired: to attain the great Daas in the
intellectual comprehension—

niala Pi730 nyT3 Pah ORI W 3,

—the aspect of the Supernal Land of Israel.

mIPYT X YN N3,

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



http://chassidusnow.com/donate
http://chassidusnow.com

7''o2

Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl

Me’or Einayim
Parshas Shlach

To explore the Supernal Land with all its attributes and its inner
powers,

T2 IR 92 0Y MDY PN 1Y g
D39,

And to attain the aspect of Moshe, which is the great Daas,

29737 NYTI R AW nena »wap,

To know the outgoings and incomings—

NiR2IM NIREIH NYTY,

Which path they should take to the Supernal Land—

MIPPYE PINY M9 T AN,

This is like that which was said above: that in all things they
would attain the ability to clarify the inner essence and bring it to
its root in the Supernal Attributes.

7127 W 007273 222V ,RRT 717 2V XY
NPy iR WY 027 i

But there are those who stumble in this,

M12 DY INIR U 73N,

Because they do not have yirah (awe/fear) beforehand—

DTiPR XD 077 TRY "18n,

And they come to heresy, Heaven forbid, saying:

DMIRY 171 7032 77 PRI

"It is impossible to refine as mentioned above,

29 72732 1027 WON RV,

For the evil is truly evil, and it is impossible to extract and pour
out the aspect of vessels, as mentioned, from the good."

PP XORIT? MWDK XYY Wi XN Y703
77 7 7710 0792 NIN3.

Like the completely wicked, God forbid.

D" OINT DOYYT n3.

Therefore, for this, one must first have faith and awe of Him,
blessed be He—

TN 1 AT IR TR 17 TR 79,

And to receive the knowledge of the House of his Teacher—

27 1°2 NYOTY N29RY,

—to know which path the light may dwell.

iR 7999 777 AR DY

And this is: “Shelach lecha”—send for yourself—

AAYT? T2 MW D,

Meaning: in order to attain the aspect of your daas, which is the
aspect of Moshe—

YN NPNA XY ,I0YT NP2 07 0192 9,

Surely, send for yourself all your inner faculties and your intellect
to attain the comprehension as mentioned.

a7 T30 W7I9T THIND 92 77 M2W X712
MR NivaINIa.

And this is (what is said): “Would a person choose an evil portion
for himself?”

Waxy? ¥ P20 102 oTR ) n?

For by coming to the aspect called “your daas,” surely he selects
the good and pushes away the evil. Understand this.

TR INYTY DNWRIY 7PTR7 KW °T 2903
1271 ,¥77 77T 2387 172

But [ am not commanding you—

17 MR IR 73K,

—meaning, that [ decree that it must be specifically so,
unchangeable—

TIOW XY T KR MY MY 0,

Only: if you want, send—

MY %R OX 1P,

Because this is what I have granted to man—in free choice—

MTTIR DTNG IO X Y 05,

T T
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As it is said (Devarim 30:15): “See, I have placed before you
today life and good...”

T 77397 AN A8 (70,7 0°127) MY 3
b bioh] XY o 00 DY,

And if it had been decreed that it must be according to the will of
the Blessed One—

TR 2K T 93 WY A AT X

—then it would not be considered free choice.

nY27 DAY NN XY,

For in truth, if the Blessed Creator desired—

17207 X127 720 M7 DX DHXI 3,

—He would command that it be specifically this way: entirely
good, and there would be no aspect of evil in the world.

DI AT X2 ,2%0 92 T2 NPT WY Msn M
07iv32 v1 nena.

For the aspect of a command is this: if the Blessed Creator so
willed, then man would be compelled to do good.

7 TR KT 7YY I K AL NS NP3 2
2w niwy? 2R D7,

And this would be an aspect of a command: that G-d decreed it
must necessarily be done for the good—

NRIT MY 7X7 ) MEY MY 003 ) )
2 niwy? 0737,

—in a way that there would be no free choice.

702 10 K9P 19IR3,

But He, may He be blessed, did not want to command or decree
that it must be this way—

RPIT AW 1391 NI 737 XD 77207 X7 23K
72,

—that doing good should be necessary.

o7 2w Ny many,

Therefore, He left it to free choice—

A7°m22 A1 03 97

—that if one desires to do evil, he will do it—

apy v niwy? vam oxy,

As it is written: "They open [the door] for him" (Yoma 38b).

% 1rnis :2IN2YW N3,

He is not compelled specifically to do good,

2007 RR1T 1798 1K),

Even though He, blessed be He, commanded: "And you shall
choose life,"

o702 FI037 TR0 Y A,

Still, this is not a command in the literal sense,

MR W Mg NPOR A TR aipn 22n,

—in the way we speak of it—rather, we say it is a piece of advice,

TXY N°N1 XY 12 2NIN ITIRY,

Not an absolute decree that man has no other option.

NOR 777712 0787 A0 ’9Y N7 013 K9

T T

And with such a command, the Blessed Creator did not
command—

1207 X127 M X7 7] N Ne0g,

—that it be a command of necessity—

M7 N8 N0 MY,

Lbut rather He left it to free choice—

TYR2 AL Y P

—that 1f one does not wish to listen to His advice, he can do the
opposite.

797 Niwy? 921 ,in%y o8 yawh n¥7) Ko oxY.

And this is: “If you wish—send.”

N2y 737 OX ).
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IAnd this is: "Setur"—because he contradicted the deeds of the
Holy One, blessed be He—

73R3 Y YRYN 109V NN 7,

For those who say that it is impossible to extract good from evil,
as mentioned—

Y2 210 RO¥IT7 IWHN "R72Y 00 RiIRG 0K 03
MY,

Then they contradict the actions of the Holy One, blessed be He—

173RT 2W viryn Tnio 12 o,

'Who made the world as a mixture of good and evil,

¥} 2ib 3% 071V YRV,

And granted free choice in order that they may rebuild the
breakdown that occurred in the shattering (shevirah).

RIY ARG T PRV 2192 ,7TNRT 1N
APawa,

For this reason, Torah scholars are called "builders"—

o313 0030 "TR7R NPT 17,

As it says: "And all your children..."—do not read "your children"
banayich) but "your builders" (bonayich), etc.

3] 70392 KPR 1032 2P0 PRI 9] (RN,

And these people are instead tearing down—G-d forbid—as it is
called setirah.

A7NQ NPT T MY 1IN0 1.

And similarly, what was said—"“He made the enemy of the Holy
One, blessed be He, low”—

T n7apa DY IR ARYY RRIY I N1 1),

This is also along the same line, G-d forbid—

"1 A7 7T 29 12 03 Wi—

That the treasures of the King of the universe are fallen, and he
does not lift them...

31 7702 9K ,1°9393 10 075V 2 371 NiNiRY.

""Nechbi"—who hid the words of the Holy One, blessed be He—

1"pd PY 1R ROAMIY—2m—

He hid them in the concealment of the level—G-d forbid that they
should remain there.

YT DY WY 1T AT 003 WAV

And "Pasi"—who stepped over the attributes of the Holy One,
blessed be He—

7R YW vniT) DY vosy—0o—

He steps, G-d forbid, upon matters that stand at the height of the
world—their root—

,091Y 7Y 13 0°7Riv7 0127 P N yoisy
Y,

And he tramples, G-d forbid, upon the fallen attributes and does
not lift them.

TP PR NP9 NITAT DY 1N ¥ois XM

And this is: "Even the Master of the house cannot retrieve His
vessels from there," G-d forbid.

W 172 RoXIT? 2137 108 n727 Sy2 1908
1";-"

For the wicked say there is no need or ability to extract and pour
out the aspect of vessels from the shattering. Understand this.

PP NI NI T TRY DK DYYY
120 ,TWIY 0772 NPT

But the truth is, a person must give his eyes and heart and all his
intellect to do as mentioned above—

2211391 YPY 107 DTRT TORY X0 KT 23K
9oy 72139 nivy? 1951,

For this is the entire primary purpose and our service:

ANTIAYY 2N WY 22 3] 3
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—To refine the good and bring it to the Supernal Root, and to bind
it to Him, blessed be His Name and exalted be His
remembrance—

2 9WRY L 11%va Wwh X029 2l 772°
131 MY iy 1am—

Amen, forever and ever, selah and va ed.

7YY 779 MR N

And this is: Setur—that he contradicted the deeds of the Holy One,
blessed be He—

A"3p3 79 TYYR I0RY NG ),

For those who say that it is impossible to bring out good from evil,
as mentioned—

Y 270 XOXIT? MIWIN NP D WRING 1IN 3
N2,

Then, they contradict the deeds of the Holy One, blessed be He—

173R7 2W YRy T0i0 12 O,

Who made the world as a mixture of good and evil,

y7) 2fb 397 07T APV,

And gave free choice in order that they may build the
contradiction which is the shattering (shevirah)—

XOTY A0 P2 PV *T22 TN 10N
aava,

For this reason the Sages are called builders, as it says:

D°112 021 *77R NP1 1Y,

“And all your children...”—do not read banayich (your children),
but honayich (your builders), etc.

3] 70392 KPR 1032 PR PRI 9] (RN,

But they (who deny this) are demolishing—this is called, Heaven
forbid, an aspect of contradiction.

AN NN 1A MRIY L 1nio 1.

And similarly, that which was said: “He made the enemy of the
Holy One, blessed be He, poor (mach)”—

T A"apa DY IR AWy W n1 ),

This too is along these lines, Heaven forbid:

"1 A7 7T Y 12 03 Wi—

That the treasures of the King of the world are fallen, and he does
not lift them...

3] 1°23% WY 17903 13 07 DY 990 ningixg.

Nechbi—that he hid the words of the Holy One, blessed be He—

"R Y 1T NANTY—am,

That he hid them in the concealment of the level—Heaven forbid
that they remain there.

And Pasi—that he stepped over the attributes of the Holy One,
blessed be He—

F7aRT YW TOITY 2 YORY— 09—

That he steps, Heaven forbid, upon things that stand at the height
of the world—their root—

,021Y 2¥ im112 027iva 09727 Y ' Yoy
7Y,

And he steps, Heaven forbid, upon the fallen attributes and does
not elevate them.

TP IR NP9 NiTAT Y 1N Yois XM

And this is: “Even the Master of the house cannot retrieve His
vessels from there,” Heaven forbid—

07 172 ROXiY 2122 0K N2 Pya 1oy N
—
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That the wicked say there is neither need nor ability to extract and | P77 R°¥i7% N292°) T PRY 20K 2ywY

pour out the aspect of vessels from the shevirah. Understand this. 127 ,772%aY 0093 nena.
But the truth is, a person must give his eyes and heart and all his 9219271 PV 1A% QIRT TIRY RIT ORI 22N
intellect to do as said above— 2299 13132 nivy? 93,
For this is the entire main purpose and our service: UNTIYY 20PN POV 9 1] 03:

To refine the good, and to bring it to the Supernal Root, and to
bind it to Him—blessed is His Name and exalted is His
remembrance—

MR 117 W X027 2ita 119Y

Amen, forever, selah, and va’ed. TV 770 1N K.

[NOTE Summary:

The discourse begins by exploring a central question posed by the Rambam and other early sages: If G-d’s
[knowledge encompasses all outcomes, how can humans genuinely possess free will? The answer, rooted in the
Kabbalistic doctrine of Shevirat HaKeilim, is that G-d intentionally created a world of mixed good and evil,
granting man the role of discernment—birur—through free choice.

This power of discernment is driven by daas, the attribute of holy knowledge. Each person’s daas is a reflection
of the Divine Daas Elyon. However, one's daas can also be in a state of "shattering," and must be refined and
elevated to its source. When a person succeeds in doing this—particularly when transforming a negative
emotion into a channel for serving G-d—he fulfills his true mission. Even intense or misdirected emotions like
lust or misplaced love contain within them holy sparks that can be redirected to divine service.

This explains the deeper spiritual intent behind the episode of the spies: they sought to ascend into the upper
spiritual realm of Eretz Yisrael—to “tour” and discern the inner qualities of the soul's faculties, and to attain the
aspect of Moshe, the archetype of daas. However, without proper preparation through awe and faith, such an
ascent risks failure, resulting in spiritual collapse or heresy.

The core message is that denying the possibility of extracting good from evil is not humility—it is heresy. It
implies that the fallen state of creation is beyond redemption, and thus contradicts the very act of divine
creation. In contrast, the mission of every Jew is to engage with fallen attributes, clarify their origin, and raise
them to their root in G-dliness. The names of the spies themselves are reinterpreted as failures of this
responsibility: some contradict G-d’s acts (Setur), some give up on elevating fallen spiritual treasure (Mich),
some bury G-d’s word in inaccessible levels (Nechbi), and others trample on fallen middos without raising them
Pasi).
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Ultimately, the Rebbe affirms that true service requires complete investment of mind, heart, and soul to identify,
refine, and rebind the dispersed divine sparks. This is not only a permitted activity—it is the very purpose of
life.

Practical Takeaway:

Every negative impulse, distraction, or emotion carries within it a holy spark waiting to be released. The path of
spiritual growth is not to avoid the brokenness of the world or oneself but to enter it with daas, humility, and
faith—elevating what seems low and reconnecting it to its divine origin. Free will is real and holy—not despite
G-d’s knowledge but because G-d’s knowledge flows through our empowered choices. Even when
encountering confusion or spiritual descent, one should not despair but see it as an opportunity for birur and
transformation.

Chassidic Story:

[t is told that Rabbi Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl once encountered a man who came to him in great
anguish, saying he had dark thoughts that plagued him during prayer. “It means you are very close to something
holy,” the Rebbe said. “The darkness is not a barrier—it is raw material. Take it with both hands, turn it
upward.” Then he added, “When a pot boils over, it means the fire beneath it is strong. You must not extinguish
the fire—only place the pot more firmly over the flame.”

The man later said that from that day forward, he began transforming his darkest impulses into intense passion
for prayer and Torah learning. “I stopped trying to push the thoughts away,” he said, “and instead began to trace
them back to their root.”

This story captures the heart of the discourse: we do not deny the existence of darkness—we redeem it by
revealing the G-dliness buried within. END NOTE]

Introduction

Rabbi Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl (1730-1797), known as the Me’or Einayim, was among the earliest
and most profound disciples of the Baal Shem Tov and the Maggid of Mezeritch. His sefer Me ‘or Einayim
contains powerful homiletic teachings rooted in Kabbalah and early Chassidut. Central to his message is the
soul’s mission to refine fallen sparks through daas—holy awareness and discernment.

And Kalev silenced the people, etc., “We shall surely ascend 2 NN WY LRI Y 93 2y N 2% oo
fand inherit it, for we are certainly able to overcome it.” 79 bon 9o,
To understand the wording that he said: 9211 9122 7531 7%y. 2231 2922 ,79u1 1OV Ry 1iwa 1anh.

Also, to understand that which is said in the Gemara: “It teaches
that their tongues extended down to their navels and worms came
out,” etc.

DJIW/? 12V TR (RT3 RIY 2 77 03
i3 2ORYP 2WPIA 1T 0IYIAY TY.
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For behold, we have written above that the spies denied the

7Y PPN 192 DU MIY Y7 1IN 73T

rectification of the shattering (shevirah)— oD —
—and they said: “Even the Master of the house cannot extract His 193 XOXITR 2197 19K 1927 PY2 200K 0K
vessels from there,”— avn—

—which refers to the emptying of the vessels from the good within
them, to bring them close to their supernal root.

DI7R? DAY 23t 00920 NRIG Y XY
10997 oUW

As is said by the min (heretic): “Aflaga de-le’eila de-hormin,

2

ctc.”’—

N TRIIT RPYYT RIDN T MNRI,

—that they separated G-dliness from the aspect that had fallen in
the shattering—

AW 1093 AP0 1 MPIRT 1TI9AY,

—and said that the evil is only evil.

¥ PRI VI 0N,

But in truth: “The whole earth is filled with His glory” (Yeshayahu
6:3),

31y 7129 TIND 73 X hnwan),

“There is no place devoid of Him” (Tikkunei Zohar 57),

171 35 1POR) AN 118 N N°Y),

And “His Kingship rules over everything” (Tehillim 103:19)—

v )P D9AR) A2Wn 953 IMd7m)—

—even in the kelipos.

nis>Hpa 19701,

Only that we, the Jewish people, must refine them—

D127 X W PIRY P,

Until we merit the coming of our righteous Mashiach—

NPT MWD NROIY TN TY—

—when the clarification (birur) will be completed,

27727 M IR,

And all the lower levels will ascend to their root at the heights of
elevation.

N2y M7 WYY NINAGAT NATTRT 23 10,

And had it not been for the sin of the spies,

D730 RO K9,

[srael would have entered the Land,

PIR? 170131 PRI 1,

And there would never have been any exile at all—

993 M732 0079 17 K9,

And the entry into the Land would have happened only once—

'R DYD P PIRY M7y0 A0 XYY,

And immediately they would have begun the days of Mashiach—

mWE DR 12M0NN 10 T,

For through faith they would have completed the clarifications
birurim)—

02720 02172 T TINND T WY,

And it would have been completed at that time.

Va7 NIXD T .

But through the denial that the spies implanted within them—

12102 079377 0°1ITW 7703 O, 7Y 23—

They were forced into exile and into a lengthening of the time of
clarifications—

01727 Y7 NIRTP M237 1N —
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Until the days of Mashiach, may they come speedily in our days.

W3 IR YR N 7Y

And this is: “And Kalev silenced”—from the expression of silence
dumiyah)—

T IR 292 03 N,

He informed them how they had caused themselves to come
thereby into silence—

T T 71O 2y XI27 MY R 0 yTiaY,

As it 1s said (Eichah 2:10): “They sat upon the ground—they were
silent...”

MY PN 32 (7,2 7R) Y 3,

—as a result of the exile.

Ny o7 oy,

And he said: “We shall surely ascend (aleh na'aleh)”—

Y1 Y R,

—two ascents: one in the days of Yehoshua, and one in the days of
Ezra—

Until afterward: “For we shall surely overcome it (yachol
huchal)”—

M7 2211 2137 2 192 X 7,

—in the days of Mashiach, may they come speedily in our days.

WA TR YR M.

And it is known that “Greater will be the glory of this last House
than the first” (Chaggai 2:9)—

PRI 1% 1087 737 nag 7ia i DT vTin
"0 ,'2°3)),

Therefore he hinted to the future Temple which we shall merit,
G-d willing—

TR TN TNONT UTRET 72 79 ™12 7,

He doubled the phrase yachol nuchal to indicate the magnitude of
the completeness that will be then—

Y NIRYD D73 DY niniak D11 K1 1w 903
T,

—greater than the first.

TR 7 0.

And it is known that the shevirah (shattering) was from the navel
and below—

YR MVT T AT APIWTY VI,

As we have explained elsewhere regarding the verse (Mishlei 3:8):
It shall be healing to your navel”—

J3°2W0) 2INY R Y I0R DipR3 WXN MR
T a0 X7 (7,

That the Torah is a healing for the things that fell in the shevirah,
which is the level of the navel mentioned—

ROTY ,77°2W2 9939 001277 TNIDT K0T IRy
3737 20 N3,

—to elevate them through the Torah.

IRd °T2 29 191w,

And the spies denied this—separating, Heaven forbid, the level of
the navel and below from His Godliness, may He be blessed—

3VT NPA2 A T9T? A2 1192 093

—s0 as not to raise them up, as explained above.

2999 MR LI 2R Y%,

Therefore they were punished measure for measure: that their
tongues extended to their navels—

DIIWY 227NWIY AT TAID T 71 WY 12 7Y
oAy 7y,
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For (Mishlei 15:4): “A healing tongue is a tree of life”—this is
Torah—

ROI—D7 7Y WY X9 (17,10 77wn) °3
ming—

—which repairs the damage of the blemish caused through the
tongue—

W93 7 PV 0397 PIP9R NI,

—but only for someone who has complete faith, and who simply
encountered a sin due to misuse of speech.

2 1TV P, APy 17 WY ma Ri1T PN
iwea 199%p T 7Y 1iY AN,

This person can come to repentance, since his faith draws him to
return.

73R 17 WY nRn LR 27 Riah i a1
2907 RN,

Therefore, Torah repairs his corruption, since he returned to
Hashem and turned away from evil.

01 71 98 WY nRn PR npon 77IRT 727
.

But those who denied this—as stated—and faith was cut off from
them—

D AN AN N IR 19V 9N 238—

Certainly: what path would bring them to repentance,

ARWR 277 D) 777 APK URTI,

Since they have no faith—only its opposite: denial.

1DIY—TD7 KON ,TIMY D77 PRY IR,

They are called “one who separates from the Chief” (haMafrid
ALif).

QRPAS 790 (RP1Y,

Therefore, the Gemara says they have no portion in the World to
Come.

X327 0717 P D7 PR NRI M D),

They were punished with their tongues stretching—by which they
sinned—until their navels,

0713V 7Y ,32 INQOY 010 MR WS,

For that is where the blemish reached, caused by their denial of
this—

712 D093 °7) 7Y MDY 0397 Y37 DWY—

—by separating the lower things in the shevirah, the level of the
navel, from the Divine Infinite Essence, may He be blessed.

APOR—TYIWIY DIATD D137 ITIRTY 0T 7Y
XIT77392 707X MTPR—33n.

And therefore they said: “All the people that we saw among them
are men of great stature” (anshei middot)—

N7 WK AN 1R WK DYT 99) MY 12 ),

For it is known that in the Land of Israel were the seven nations—

TRY T T ORI PNy ¥ 03,

And they said that all the attributes (middot) that fell in the
shevirah (shattering) became enclothed in those seven nations.

W3201 TP 293 NITAT 23 1K O
TRY 'TI0INY,

And this is “anshei middot”—that they fell there, to the seven
nations, from the seven attributes that fell in the shevirah.

NI T3 T TRY T? OWY 19939 ,NITR WK N
AW 190,

And they are separated from the good—saying that the evil is
completely evil, and cannot be rectified.

XY 73 ¥ X7 977 P71 ,2907 72 17797 O
2P0 N,
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But the truth is: the Land is called “the Land of Life,”

003 PN DRI YIRTY X3 DN,

Because His vitality, may He be blessed, is felt there more than in
other places—

Wwan 0 NP Wi X7 oY T2 ey
ninipn,

And it is possible there to do good in all things, to bring them
close and attach them to true Divinity—the Creator, blessed be He
and blessed is His Name.

2% D271 OX°2T7 01277 223 21 oY v9
Y TN RIT TIN2 RT3 MR

Therefore they said: “It is a land that devours its inhabitants”—

RO PV NPIR PR N 12 YT —

Which is a language of death.

anon 1Y RIY.

For it is known: “Whoever descends from his level, it is said of
him: ‘And he died,’”

NP2 "R ORI IO INR YT,

As it is written in the section “And these are the kings”: “And he
died, and he ruled”—

ToRN NN (D°29RT PN NYID3 1IN 3,

—which is the secret of the shattering of the vessels.

0°927 N2V Ti0 XY,

Therefore they said that there, the aspect of death is more
dominant, as above—

2137 AR NP3 0PR XIT DU TN 12 9
77,

But they did not understand that G-d intended it for good—

T3i? AYD TIEN W *2 w3 N0 o,

As is said there in the Gemara. Understand this well—

1201 ,87232 Q¥ MRV 03,

—that they erred and denied this understanding, as said above.

M2 7T 2212 1192 WY

Therefore it also says: “And the men who spread an evil report
about the Land died... before Hashem...”

"3 TP PIRG N2T ORI 2WIRT MR 12 03 1271
") 1Y,

This is giving the reason for their death:

onn» ¥ ayv NIPN3 VHY:

Because they did not believe in this: that all things, even the
lowest levels of the shevirah,

Nia772 12°0K ,0°1373 23,712 IRRT XY 0190
70 2waY ninnn,

—all are lifnei Hashem—before G-d—

179197 NI 997,

For even there is a constriction of His Divinity, blessed be He—

Y20 INOR DIXNY X7 OV DAY,

As it is written (Tehillim 103:19): “And His kingship rules over
everything”—

7w 953 imom (3 avp ©%an) 2Ny 3,

Even over the kelipot, as is known.

Y1772 ,NiD°7p2 12°0K.

Therefore, the main thing is faith in Him, blessed be He—

1207 12 APnNT X IRV 12 7Y,

That He is the Master, ruler over all—

993 vhHw 117N RITY,

And “There is no place devoid of Him”—

1R "9 DR N9,

And one should be in awe through this, to elevate all fallen things
upward.

YRR 7917 22 1°2dR AT Y R
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And therefore they said of heretics and epikorsim: “We lower them
and do not raise them”—

K21 P70 SOOI ORT DR 7Y MR 12 91
R,

This too is measure for measure.

TR TR 7T N 1 03,

For in truth, every single tzaddik must descend from his level—

IN3ITRN TYY I POIE) POTE 92 N3 "3 —

As in the secret of (Mishlei 24:16): “A tzaddik falls seven
times...”

P78 Di9Y vay :(1v 770 9wn) 1902,

L —in the seven fallen middot—

nivoiag niTn 13—

And he rises in order to elevate them upward with him,

A7YnY oy YN 0PN 072 ,0R),

As explained elsewhere.

IR OipRa 2INY 3.

But heretics, who lack this faith,

it Ty o7 PRY 0T 2N,

Do not elevate lower things,

o7iANA 07137 0°7yn XY o7,

But even bring them down further—

NP anix @770 ogY AR ,N’?N,

And therefore their punishment is in this manner: they are lowered
and not raised.

TRyR X9) PR ] 19K aviv 1271

May Hashem, blessed be He, illuminate our eyes with His true
faith—

PR NN WPY TR ,TIA0 oWI—

Amen, forever, selah and va’ed.

7YY 79 MR N

[NOTE | Summary

Menachem Nachum explains that the world’s brokenness (Shvirat HaKeilim) was purposeful,
creating a mixture of good and evil. Humanity’s task is to extract the latent spiritual sparks in this
brokenness and elevate them through Torah, prayer, and loving service of Hashem. This mission
does not deny free will or divine presence—it affirms them. The journey involves confronting
our inner “broken middot,” using daas to refine them and reconnect every drop of creation to its
divine source. Failure to see holiness in the broken leads to denial (epikorism) and spiritual

downfall, as the spies demonstrated in the story of Shelach.

+ Practical Takeaway

When overwhelmed by dark thoughts, emotions, or setbacks, don’t reject them. Instead, see in
them spiritually charged sparks waiting to be elevated. Bring daas into your challenges—ask
yourself, “What root can I connect this to?”—and transform friction into service. Every stumble
becomes a step upward if it’s accompanied by awareness, repentance, and effort. This worldview

turns every challenge into a holy opportunity.
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Chassidic Story with Source

This story is directly documented in Me ‘or Einayim, Parshat Shelach, in the commentary on “Kol
ha’am” regarding the spies. Rabbi Menachem Nachum writes:

“The spies denied that any good could be extracted from the evil of the land. Such denial is
epikoris—they said the broken sparks are meaningless. Therefore they sinned ‘measure for
measure’: their tongues were punished by descending to their navels (tibbur), the very level they
had denied could be raised.”

In their conflict with the Divine mission, the spies turned tibbur—the navel-level
brokenness—into a spiritual judgment: “This is utterly bad—why bother?” They denied the
purpose of exile and shattered conditions, thereby rejecting the path of birur. The correction,
says Rabbi Menachem Nachum, is to affirm—even in the deepest darkness—that all is /ifnei
Hashem and can be reclaimed for holiness. END NOTE]
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