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This month shall be for you the head of months; it shall be for
you the first of the months of the year.
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And brings (is brought) by the honor of the holiness of my teacher
and father-in-law, the Rebbe,

A" R i DYATR TI9 X

in his discourse beginning with the words “This” (at the beginning
of his coming to the lands of the Covenant — the USA),
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that it is found in Targum Yonasan on the verse “in the month of
the strong ones, etc.” — that is the seventh month (referring to
Tishrei),
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and the ancients called it the “first month”, etc., and now it is the
seventh month,
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that before the giving of the Torah, Tishrei was called the first
month,
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because in it the world was created,
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and now, after the Exodus from Egypt and the giving of the Torah,
Nissan is the first month and Tishrei is the seventh.
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And he analyzes this: since in the beginning Tishrei was the first
month, why was it changed so that Nissan became the first?
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And if it is because of the redemption that was in Nissan — this
itself needs explanation,
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for the beginning of redemption was in Tishrei: on Rosh Hashanah
the first of Tishrei) the servitude of our ancestors ceased.
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So why is the month of redemption (complete) specifically
Nissan?
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And to note: In several discourses, the explanation of the detail
that Nissan is the head of months is that the first of Tishrei is Rosh
HaShanah — (that the first of Tishrei is Rosh HaShanah even now,
after the Exodus from Egypt and the Giving of the Torah).
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Since what is called Rosh HaShanah is because it includes the
vitality of the entire year, similar to the head which includes the
vitality of all the limbs of the body — and is then divided into
twelve heads of months, and each Rosh Chodesh into 30 (or 29)
days — it turns out that the vitality of the month of Nissan is
drawn from Tishrei. And yet it says here that Nissan is the head of
the months and the first of the months of the year — even for the
month of Tishrei.
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And it is explained regarding this, that the vitality which is drawn
down in Tishrei for the entire year is in a manner of limitation and
measure — (which in general is the vitality as it is enclothed in the
creations, in their inwardness) — that it is the root of the conduct
of nature.
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And this that Nissan is called the “head” — it is regarding the
drawing down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) that is without
limitation,
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which is the root of miraculous conduct, that is above nature. And
according to this, they also explain why Tishrei is the head of the
year and Nissan is the head of the months.
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For the natural order, which is always consistent, is compared to
the path of the sun — ("mY" [year] from the root mishnah,
meaning repetition, for the same thing returns and is repeated
again).
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And the miraculous order, whose concept is renewal — that at
times the Holy One, blessed be He, overrides the natural order for
a period — is compared to the path of the moon, which renews
every month ("%7in" [month] from the root chiddush, renewal).
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And one can say that the emphasis in this maamar, that before the
Exodus from Egypt, Tishrei was the first of the months — the
point is that before the Exodus from Egypt, Tishrei was the first
and the head even for drawing down G-dliness that is above
nature,
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as is also evident from the fact that the beginning of the
redemption — the Exodus from Egypt — began in Tishrei). So
why then has it now changed that Nissan is the first?
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And the point of explanation in this (as is understood from the
Maamar) is: That also with “months” (from the word chiddush,
renewal) — which in general are the drawing down of light that is
above enclothing within the worlds — the renewals that came
after the Exodus from Egypt are on a loftier level than the
renewals that were before this.
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And the idea is: that the revelations which were drawn down
through the service of the Avos (Patriarchs), and also the signs and
wonders that occurred in Egypt (including also that in Tishrei the
servitude of our forefathers ceased),
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are from the level of light that is related to the worlds — except
that even within that light, the root of the signs and wonders is
from the level of light that is above enclothing in the worlds.
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This is why those signs and wonders occurred in Mitzrayim (from
the word meitzar — constraint and boundary), because in general,
the light related to the worlds (even that which is above
enclothing) is measured and limited.
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But at the Exodus from Egypt, there was a revelation of the
Essence of the Infinite Light (Atzmus Or Ein Sof), which is above
any relation to the worlds — and through this was accomplished
the Exodus from Egypt: the exodus from all limitations and
boundaries — even from the loftiest limitations and boundaries.
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And from this it is understood...
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For before the Exodus from Egypt, even the chadashim (“months”

from the root chiddush — renewal) that existed then, were months
that were related to creation. And the true concept of chadashim
— from the root chiddush, meaning actual renewal — was
achieved specifically after the Exodus from Egypt.
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For the 12 months that relate to creation have their root in the 12
combinations of the Name Adnai (°~17X). But the 12 months that
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are above creation have their root in the 12 combinations of the
Name Havayah ("17).

And this can be connected to what is explained in the Maamar —
that there is a difference between chadashim stam (general
months) and chodshei haShanah (months of the year): that
chodshei haShanah, although they are revelations that are above
the world (renewals), nevertheless, they still have relevance to the
world (and to the yearly cycle, which corresponds to the natural
order); whereas chadashim stam are revelations that are above any
connection to the worlds.

[PYom3 37 W27, K03 X2 oy A1 WR? W
oy M WY ,mIwa WIR;7 ono oW 12
TW7R DWW D21vR m2yRRY o3 Doy
;MW D91V7 MW 077 W oipn 220 (VAT
M2ynY 0737 07 ONY DWW (YWD N3
ninRivy nown].

And this is why — before the Exodus from Egypt, Tishrei was the
first of the months. But now, Nissan is the first. For the drawing
down of light that relates to the worlds is associated with Tishrei,
in which the world was created. But the drawing down of the
Essence of the Infinite Light, which is above connection to the
worlds — is in Nissan, the month of Redemption.
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And it needs to be understood: According to this explanation, it
would seem that the fact that after the Exodus from Egypt, Nissan
is the head of the months — applies only regarding the months
that are above creation (those from the twelve combinations of the
Name Havayah, whose concept is the revelation of the Infinite
[ight that is above connection to the worlds).
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But from the wording of the Targum: “The ancients called it the
first month, and now it is the seventh,” it implies that now Nissan
is the first — also regarding the months of which Tishrei was once
the first. (Meaning: the months of the 12 combinations of the
Name Adnai, whose concept is revelation of Infinite Light within
the worlds).
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And likewise this is understood from the fact that whenever
months are counted in the Torah, they are counted from Nissan —
Iyar is called “the second month,” Sivan is “the third month™),
because after the Exodus from Egypt and the Giving of the Torah,
Nissan became the first month in every respect.
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And even more than this: even in the Torah portions that precede
Parshas HaChodesh — since even those portions are part of the
Torah which was given after the Exodus from Egypt (and the first
utterance at the Giving of the Torah was “I am Hashem your G-d
who took you out from the land of Egypt”) — the count of months
in them is also not from Tishrei, but from Nissan.
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therefore the count of months within them is also not from Tishrei,
but from Nissan.
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And seemingly, one could have explained this according to what is
explained in the Maamar — that following the verse “This month
shall be for you the head of the months”, it adds “It shall be for
vou the first of the months of the year.”
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That the months of the year — i.e., those months connected with
shana (the cycle of nature) — are revelations drawn into the world
through garments of nature.
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And this is what it means when it adds “the first for you of the
months of the year” — that for Israel (lachem) there will be the
revelation of G-dliness that is above nature (Nissan) even within
nature (the months of the year).
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And it may be said that this is similar to what our Sages said
Rashi on Bereishis 1:1): "The Torah should have begun only from
'This month shall be for you'... So why did it begin with 'In the

beginning G-d created'? Because 'He told the power of His deeds
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to His people, to give them the inheritance of nations.
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So that if the nations of the world say to Israel, “You are robbers,
for you conquered the lands of the seven nations,” Israel can say to
them, “All the earth belongs to the Holy One, blessed be He. He
created it and gave it to whom He deemed proper. With His will
He gave it to them, and with His will He took it from them and

gave it to us.”
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And it is known that there is a difficulty here: for seemingly, the
question “The Torah should have begun only from 'This month
shall be for you'” is itself difficult — since “In the beginning G-d
created... ” 1s the foundation of faith!
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That is: the matter of Maaseh Bereishis (Creation), and likewise
everything up until Parshas HaChodesh, would have to be
transmitted orally or written in a separate scroll — and not be part
of the Torah itself, which is about commandments and guidance
for Israel.
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And what is the answer — “Because of the power of His
deeds...”? For even if Maaseh Bereishis were transmitted orally,
[srael would still be able to answer the argument of the nations.
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Furthermore, this needs explanation — for the Torah is above the
world! How can we say that because of answering the nations of
the world, there should be a change in the Torah — that it begins
with Bereishis, even though the Torah’s essence would dictate that
it begin with “This month shall be for you?
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And the point of explanation in this is: that the statement “The
Torah should have begun only from ‘This month shall be for you’”
means —
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Because all the revelations that occurred until the Exodus from
Egypt — which are described in the portions before Parshas
HaChodesh — are from the level of light that is connected to the
worlds (as explained above in section 3).
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But the essence of Torah is the drawing down and revelation of the
[nfinite Light — without limitation — that is above connection to
the worlds.
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Therefore, the Torah should have begun with “This month shall be
for you”, which is related to the Exodus from Egypt — when the
revelation of the Infinite Light above connection to the worlds
began.
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However, nevertheless, since the intent of Torah is to draw the
revelation of the Infinite Light — which is beyond limitation —
into the boundaries of the world, and specifically into the lowest
matters —
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Therefore, the Torah also includes the story of Creation (and
similarly, all the portions before Parshas HaChodesh), in order to
draw the unlimitedness of Torah even into the lowest matters, and
to make them a dwelling place for Him, may He be blessed.
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And this is the deeper meaning of “He began with Bereishis
because 'He told the power of His deeds to His people to give them
the inheritance of nations."”
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That the reason there is in the Torah the story of Creation — even
though what was revealed in Creation was only a limited,
contracted ray (as explained in the Maamar at length on the verse
“I am Hashem your G-d who took you out of Egypt” and not
“Who created the heavens and the earth”) —
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is because the ultimate purpose of Torah is that Israel should refine
even the inheritance of the nations and make it part of Eretz
Yisrael —
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and that this refinement should be in such a way that even the
nations of the world agree to it. This is why Israel must be able to
respond to the claims of the nations.
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And this is also one of the reasons why the Torah begins with
Bereishis — because the true fulfillment of Dirah b tachtonim (a
dwelling place in the lowest realms) is when the lowliness itself
becomes a vessel for G-dliness. And this is achieved specifically
through the refinement that happens via enclothing.
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In a manner from below to above — and therefore, the order of
events in the Torah, through the learning of which these matters
are refined, is in a way that goes from below to above:
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The story of Creation (in which is included the refinement of the
inheritance of the nations), and then the story of the Patriarchs,
etc. — and only after that: “This month shall be for you.”
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And the explanation of the matter in more detail will be

understood according to what is explained in several discourses
regarding the matter of “The Torah should have started only from
‘This month shall be for you,’”” and why it began with Bereishis):
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[t is stated in Emek HaMelech at the beginning, that the creation
and formation of the worlds came through Tzimtzum
contraction).
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The concept of Tzimtzum (the first contraction) is that the light
which originally shone was completely concealed, and through
this a void and an empty space was created for the existence of the
worlds.
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The intent of the 7zimtzum is that through Torah and mitzvos there
should be a revelation of the Infinite Light also within the worlds.
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For before the Tzimtzum, when the Infinite Light filled the void, it
was impossible for there to be the existence of worlds or any
revelation in the worlds. Through the 7zimtzum, it became
possible for the revelation of the Infinite Light to also be in the
worlds.
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More than this: through it there will be a revelation of the inner
dimension of the Infinite Light — higher even than the light that
shone before the Tzimtzum.
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And from this we understand the deeper intent of the phrase “With
His will He gave it to them, and with His will He took it from them
and gave it to us” — that this was the intent from the beginning:
that through this process, the inheritance of the nations would
become transformed into Eretz Yisrael — and thereby elevated.

03 29%72Y 717 ¥ai1R X AL 07 VY LA 120
11372 MY °722 X7 7PNN7R M12 M2V 007
72973 013 NIy Ay 7 YY) 17 AR o A7)
N M1 T — X TN

And through learning the Torah verse “In the beginning G-d
created” — that the creation of the worlds came through 7zimtzum
and the concealment of the Name Elokim (starting with the first
Tzimtzum) —
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through this we reveal the secret of the 7zimzum: that the intent of]
the contraction was for the purpose of revelation.
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And in the same manner regarding the diminishing of the moon,
the sin of the Tree of Knowledge, etc.
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As is known, the Tzimtzum, the shattering of the vessels of Tohu,
the diminishing of the moon, and the sin of the Tree of Knowledge

are all related to each other.)
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That through learning these matters in Torah, the inner intention
within them is revealed — that all of them were for the sake of
revelation.

1127 7701 9K DN iR onity T Duy
12737 °aW2 MY 02y nnln.

()

And according to this, it is also understood that the verse in the
Torah about the story of Creation (Maaseh Bereishis) — "Because
the strength of His deeds He declared to His people to give them
the inheritance of nations" — is not (G-d forbid) a change in the
Torah,

AynT M8°0 7712 2N2TY ,03 127 A D 9V
077 NN? 1RY7 T30 YYyn 03" D) YRR
min2 oY o Y ar PR — ("0 noma

that in order for Israel to be able to respond to the nations of the
world, other ideas (that are not Torah) were written in the Torah,
G-d forbid.

127 ,02107 NingY WY SR WY 192w
77iR DRy 01y on 00K 0Py 77IR2 32031,

Because the matter of Maaseh Bereishis is the Tzimtzum
contraction) of the Name Elokim — and therefore it is not

initially associated with Torah, which is the revelation of the

Name Havayah, the revelation of the Infinite Light without limit

QWY DIERY X MWRI2 AWYRT TR )03
oYY 12730 XY 7707 T X 197)) 20798
2323 9927 730X IR 199 ,0)

this is only how it was in its own state, before the revelation of the
Exodus from Egypt and the Giving of the Torah.

— NROXT 1937 7397 ,I0%Y T80 RITY 03 XIT
73R 1 R,

But after there was the revelation of the Exodus from Egypt and
the Giving of the Torah ("This month shall be for you") —

7R 182Y D27%R NROXOT T W IRY 22N
037 ma wina")")

and the matter of Maaseh Bereishis was written in the Torah to
reveal the inner intent of the 7zim¢zum (in order that through it a
higher revelation would occur) —

123 N¥937 T7IA2 3R] MWK ARYRT DI
193 T A1 7] PV °772) DINRRT 2Y nonien
ani 7)) —

then, the revelation of the inner intent of the Tzimtzum becomes
like every other subject in the Torah:

22 103 N1 DIRYTT IRIRT AP M7
TRy onvy:

for although they are clothed in physical matters, they are Torah
— the wisdom of the Holy One, blessed be He, which is above the
world.

;TR 07 ,070W3 01372 WR2ny Ny ayy
D2ivin MYnY LR N2 WiTRa ¥ innIn.

And the fact that it descended and was enclothed in physical
things — is in order to draw down the infinite dimension of Torah
also below.

>722 N, DMW3 D772 AWRNN ATNY N
YR 03 TINT 223 0733 TURTY.

()
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And one can say that in this same way is the matter regarding
Tishrei and Nissan:

19731 W7 Y303 X ] 77 29,0 ).

That the ultimate intent in the creation of Tishrei ("Bereishis
bara"”, when the world was created with measurement and
limitation) — is so that through the service of Torah and mitzvos,
there will be revealed in it the infinite light of Nissan ("7This month
shall be for you')

("872 PUNRIR") WNT AN2T2 1320 1°930Y
T 7YY U192 N, 79T AT TR D KO3 TY
19°37 2123 7920 73 92 W, Mg AinT A7y

03?7 M3 wIma")").

And this can be connected to what is explained elsewhere
regarding the two opinions about the time of creation:

2 13¥32 0K DipR3 WIMT oY A] WRY U
T2 212 NI

The opinion of Rabbi Eliezer that the world was created in Tishrei
25th of Elul), and the opinion of Rabbi Yehoshua that the world
was created in Nissan (25th of Adar).

,(737% 7173) 071V X121 WY IIYOR °21 NYT
27X 7172) 07T X121 197129 YT °21 ny ).

Both these and those are the words of the Living G-d — for in
Nissan it arose in thought to create the world, and the actual
creation occurred in Tishrei (which came after Nissan).

9V 10712 7R 070 279K *737 19K 19Ky
MWN32 AN 2Yina aX2m) LRiN37 navnna
19°1 IR7Y)).

And according to the known principle that the intent and purpose
of an action is the thought that preceded it, we can say:

R MY 7Y W90 IRV 9T 09 29
2 WY, I97Y 1Y TR

That the fact that the thought to create the world was in Nissan —
the intent is that the purpose of the world’s creation in Tishrei

with limitation) is so that it would contain the revelation of
Nissan, which is beyond limitation.

— 1912 1077 0717 DY RINQ? MAwmRIY MY
0217 NX™2T N0 MRTY XD 12 2T
10°37 *19°37 12 MY X (772301 7TTR) W03
72300 7YY

However, in order for the intent to be fulfilled — that even within
limitation there should be a revelation of the infinite — the actual
creation had to be such that the intent would not be felt in an
obvious way.

1PN T P32 DIV L1120 DYINY "TIIY RN
K9 733y 19K 29193 I3 A 7123 "3
R 13 IR A

And through this, a limited world was created. And through Torah
and mitzvos, the infinite revelation and light is drawn into the
limited world.

M¥nY 7IRT °T; 991,223 02 K13 A T 9y
2323 927 AI07PR IR 219737 D237 0Liva .

The beginning of this revelation was in the Exodus from Egypt:
"This month shall be for you."

W — 01%n DROX2 A A "19°) N200aT
odh ma".

()

And based on this, one can explain why, after the Exodus from
Egypt and the Giving of the Torah, even the counting of the
months of the year begins from Nissan,

TAR1 D% NRVXY ORPY 7R X7 W A 0D o0
19°3 R AW WIAT 1Iwa 03,77,
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even though the months of the year are revelations that relate to
creation, and their source is from the light that is connected to the
worlds.

N2 DO DO D MWD WY D3
Niniv7 TIWT TiRTR KT 0NAWRT U,

Because by definition and nature of the world, it is not possible for
the revelations of the months to be within it,

D773 12 PIRY TWIN X 020 TR T T 73
YD e,

for even the months of the year are called "Chadashim" (from the
word "Chiddush" — renewal), which is the opposite of the
definition of the world.

79°0) WITn 1w oW 00 MW CWTn 03 03
077 173,

[And the fact that these revelations are drawn into the world — a
world whose vitality comes from light that is enclothed within it

wWaonRY MiRTH KT INIY) 0912 Uy an
12),

[that is,] the revelations of the months of the year come from light
beyond enclothement in the world, this serves as a preparation for
the revelation of "Chadashim Stam" — general revelations of
renewal that are beyond any relation to the worlds.

MWR2NT TPYRPY IR MWD WY 09T
VIR LDRQ DWINT N7 MTRT 03 17,0713
Ningivy mMawn 7yn7Y.

And one can say that this is what our sages said: “From the time
the Holy One, blessed be He, chose His world, He established in it
Rosh Chodesh (and years).”

N2 WiTRD A" 5" Ry 1T iR U
DY) DI WK 12 IR npiva xa)",

That the fact that Rosh Chodesh was fixed in the world — which
is the opposite of the world's nature (as explained above) — is

T 790 00Y) DU WY 0713 vapiy my
RIT TIN2 WITRI AW a7 787 X7 ,(2"1D ,0%vy

because G-d chose His world. inoiva.
That is, one can say that the concept of "He chose His world" N7 219733 X371 "iRRiva " Py ,nih vy
refers to the revelation of the inner intent of creation. M2

For the creation of the world was (as mentioned above) in such a
way that the intent was not initially revealed in it.

Wy i X7y 193 (7"32) At 27w nX 2T
73120 2.

And when the Holy One, blessed be He, chose His world, He
began to illuminate in it somewhat the inner intent of creation.

2 PRTY 200, iniva RIT N2 WiTRD nawM
X320 N2 N¥R.

However, before the Exodus from Egypt — since all aspects were
still in narrowness and limitation —

TP DRIV Y3Y TR DT8R DNE 199 KN
M7 D3,

therefore, the elevation felt in the renewal of the months of the
year was only that they were completely beyond limitation —

NI TIT WIFT WITITR W3 MmO v 107
Wan 72370 YR OOV P,

and therefore, at that time, Tishrei1 was the first of the months of
the year.

MY WY 1R WA TR T 197
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But after the revelation of the Exodus from Egypt and the Giving
of the Torah, it was revealed that the renewal of the months of the
year — as it was before —

712303 ,77I0 1001 078N NRVXT 19730 IR 238
o7ipn WAY) D WY VITHaY)

was a preparation for the revelation of the Exodus and Matan
Torah.

IR 10 DTN IRV MY TR N,

IAnd therefore, now, Nissan is the first even regarding the months
of the year, and the counting of the months is from Nissan.

TR YD W7 D3 TR KT 19°3 YYRY 127)
19°3 X DY

(7!71!)

And behold, the beginning of the revelation of the month of
Nissan, which is also the first of the months of the year,

D3 TR XY 1 W TINT *37°30 N200T 13
nwI WY,

is on Shabbos Mevarchim Rosh Chodesh Nissan.

10°1 WiN WX 093720 Naw3 NI

And especially when the occurrence of Rosh Chodesh is in the
middle of the week (before Shabbos),

V1AW YRR X WIIN WRIT MRTY3I 079
nav *197)),

so that on the Shabbos before Rosh Chodesh — Shabbos
Mevarchim — we read Parshas HaChodesh.

(20372 N2VY) WTiN WK 199W N2W32 TRIIP IRY
vIna nYg.

And how much more so when Rosh Chodesh Nissan falls on a
Thursday (as it did in the year of the Exodus from Egypt),

N7 19°3 WTIN WRIT MRy 921 192 DX )
D27%R NRVYT MWD MY 03) “vng o),

then the occurrence of Shabbos Mevarchim Nissan and Shabbos
Parshas HaChodesh is on the 25th of Adar.

NWI2 NWT 1971 0°372) NIWT NIV 2R TRY
27X 717232 NI W,

On that day it arose in thought to create the world —

07iv3 1Y Xi127 "2WnR3 1o iay,

for this thought is the purpose and intent of the actual creation:

¥i02 IR™M27 2 N°HIRT) AT X0 T QvnnY,

that even in the limitation of the world (as it was created in
Tishrei), there should be a revelation of the Infinite Light —
Nissan —

73 ML, (CIWNR RIWY ) 07T 2133032 D3
19°3) 2133 927 Aio T 7K),

and through this is completed the Divine intent of making a
dwelling place for Him in the lower realms.

0°2IAR2 77207 2 A7TT AN2T NRRYI AL 0T YT

This revelation will be primarily in the Future Redemption —

ATNY PRI WY T A,

for in Nissan they were redeemed, and in Nissan they are destined
to be redeemed.

ORI TTIY 07 1083 10

And may it be His will, that even though we are still in the month
of Adar,

IR WTINR TITY DOV 03T 118 0,

in which the redemption of Purim was in a manner that “we are
still the servants of Achashverosh” —

WMDY *72Y "DIRY 19IRI X7 20T ATV
1,
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similar to how on Rosh Hashanah, the hard labor ceased for our
ancestors, but they were still in Egyptian exile afterward),

(D3 ,31niagn 1712y 7292 MWD WRIAY ManTN
DR M3 TITY 7 A1 I0NY),

nevertheless, since we are already at the 25th of Adar, the
beginning of the revelation of Nissan,

N200T ;778 77932 729 DRIV 11D ,12 9 7Y AR
19°37 173,

it is appropriate and proper etc. that the redemption should occur
in the month of Adar,

T8 WTINR TN THRAIY 3] 1197 R 1,

and when the month of Nissan arrives, we should already be in a
state and condition of true redemption,

TPRAT 280 THYR3 92 773,100 Wi RIAM

[as in the well-known expression of my teacher and father-in-law,
the Rebbe,

TTTTT

regarding the phrase “Next year in Jerusalem,” that it also applies
to the statement of our Sages: “In Nissan they are destined to be
redeemed”],

RIT 12 9197 ,"D02W2 AR2T MY 2 IRY 12
X3 PT0Y 972" 77T MmN van",

and we shall eat there from the offerings and the Pesach sacrifices.

D°TRRT T O°NAT 10 DY FIXY).
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