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Pesach Sheni
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To understand the concept of Pesach Sheni, the Tzemach Tzedek
explains in his discourse beginning with "Zeh Y1," that the matter
of Pesach Sheni can be understood through three introductions.
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The first introduction is the distinction between the first month
(Nisan) and the second month (Iyar) in the service of man.
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For in the month of Nisan, whose core is the Exodus from Egypt,
the service is "turning away from evil" — meaning that evil is
still in full strength and the work is to depart and flee from evil:
subjugation (iskafya).
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And the service of the month of Iyar — whose unique quality that
distinguishes it from the other months is that every day of it
contains a special mitzvah (the Counting of the Omer) — is the
service of Sefiras HaOmer, which involves refining the emotions
and transforming them into holiness: transformation (is'hapcha).
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And this is what is written: "On the first of the second month
since they left Egypt" — for the first stage of the Exodus, the first
month, is subjugation of the Other Side (iskafya), and afterward
comes the second stage, transformation (is'hapcha), the second
stage of Exodus, the second month.
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The second introduction is the distinction between these two
months in terms of the Sefiros. The first month corresponds to
Malchus, the first Sefirah from below upward, and the second
month corresponds to Yesod, the second Sefirah.
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And the maamar explains that these two introductions — the
themes of Nisan and Iyar in human service and their relation to
the Sefiros — are connected, as explained in Torah Ohr, in the
discourse beginning "And behold we were binding sheaves," that
the refinement through the tribes (who were a chariot to Malchus)
is the first type of refinement — nullifying the ego (like iskafya),
and the refinement through Yosef the Tzaddik, corresponding to
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Pesach Sheni

Yesod, is a second refinement — becoming absorbed in
G-dliness, true self-nullification (like is'hapcha).
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The third introduction is that the concept of Pesach, from the root
meaning "skipping" or "leaping," represents a very lofty drawing
down that cannot descend through the natural order of
progression, but only through a leap — as explained in Likutei
Torah.
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And the maamar explains that from this it is understood that the
idea of Pesach Sheni also involves a "leap" — a drawing down
from beyond the natural order.
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And the distinction between the First Pesach and the Second
Pesach is in the place and aspect where this drawing down
hamshachah) is extended.
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For regarding the First Pesach, it is written: "And Hashem passed
over the entrance," meaning that the drawing down through a leap
Pesach, from dilug) was at the opening, the Sefirah of Malchus.
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And in the soul of man, this corresponds to lower awe (yirah
tata'ah), which is the root of "turning away from evil" — as it is
written, "This is the gate to Havayah" (Tehillim 118:20).
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And the leap-drawing down (dilug) of Pesach Sheni is in the
Sefirah of Yesod, which in the soul of man corresponds to
connection and love.
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Through this, one's middos (character traits/emotions) are
transformed into holiness — is'hapcha.
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And perhaps one can add: the superiority of Pesach Sheni over
Pesach Rishon is not only that the leap (dilug) of Pesach Sheni is
drawn into a higher place, but also that the leap itselfis a higher
level of leap.
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And this is also implied in the fact that it is called "Pesach Sheni"
— for the simple meaning of Pesach Sheni is not only that the
Pesach (the leap) is drawn into a secondary level, but that the
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Pesach Sheni

Pesach itself is “Sheni” — a higher level of leap than the leap of
Pesach Rishon.

And what was explained earlier in the maamar, that the meaning
of Pesach Sheni is that the leap is drawn into the second level
Yesod), that itself is because the greatness of the Pesach Sheni
leap — that it is a higher leap — is also expressed by the fact that
it is drawn into a second level (as will be explained in Section 3).
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And based on this, one can connect the above explanation (from
the Tzemach Tzedek), that Pesach Sheni is a second and loftier
stage of service that comes after the prerequisite service of Pesach
Rishon, with the straightforward concept of Pesach Sheni — that it
is a correction and completion for someone who did not bring the
first Pesach offering.
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For the fact that Pesach Sheni rectifies and completes the lack of
one who did not bring the first Korban Pesach is because the
revelation of Pesach Sheni is a leap that does not follow a
step-by-step progression — it has no measurements or limitations,
not even the limitations of the leap of Pesach Rishon.
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And regarding this level of revelation — there is no such thing as
Jost.
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And this can be understood by first prefacing the well-known
explanation that one of the differences between Ze er Anpin (Z”A)
and Malchus is: Malchus is the upper edge — the source — of the
worlds of Beriah, Yetzirah, and Asiyah; while Z "4 is the lower
edge of Atzilus.
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And since in Atzilus “no evil dwells with You” (Tehillim 5:5), it is
understood that the aspect of perfection in refinement (birur)
which is related to Yesod (of Z”A), the concept of transformation
is ’hapcha), is only drawn down to enable refinement.

T2 2YY AW I Y TN XD DTRRay 1
RIDINKT 1T — 72T DWW Ayl (X'1) Tion
2127 TWR RIAY 03 X -,

But the primary function of Z”A is not the work of refinement, but
rather to draw down light.
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Pesach Sheni

And just as this applies regarding the Sefirah of Yesod — the
aspect of the second month in the Sefiros — so too this applies
regarding the service of Sefiras HaOmer — the aspect of the
second month in human avodah.
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For the primary focus of this avodah — according to one
explanation — is not the refinement of the middos of the animal
soul, but the drawing down of the 49 Gates of Understanding
Binah), until through this even the 50th Gate (Sha 'ar HaNun) is
drawn down.
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And it may be said that this is also alluded to in the acronym 9'"58
— Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, Rachel — who are the four legs of
the Merkavah (Divine Chariot).
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For the bittul (self-nullification) of the Merkavah is in such a
manner that from the outset there is no room for ego, and certainly
not for evi/ which would require any rectification — as explained
in Tanya regarding the Avos being the Merkavah.
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And from all of the above, it is understood that in the month of
[yar — the second month — there are two themes: the avodah of
is "hapcha, the ultimate completion of sur meira (turning from
evil), and the avodah of “they go from strength to strength” in
holiness itself — and asei tov (do good).

W — I W — IR WINAT 1M 1 29
0" NMPWI N°220 ,RIDTNNT 171 (213
ARYY TETTRR " 28 2 10727 ATiaym v
Jjv A" ",

And it can be said that this is why the counting of Bnei Yisrael in
the second month of the second year from the Exodus from Egypt
was done through Moshe and Aharon.
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For the aspect of sur meira (present in the second month)
corresponds to Aharon — whose quality is that he “loves peace
and pursues peace” — since the concept of peace is to eliminate
conflict and separation.
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And the concept of asei tov (of the month of Iyar) corresponds to
Moshe — whose quality is Torah, which from the outset contains
no place for anything opposite (G-d forbid).
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Pesach Sheni

And this is also what is written: “And she saw that he was good”
— that as soon as he was born, the entire house became filled with
light.
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And it can be said: this is why the Exodus from Egypt was through
Aharon and Moshe — although the Exodus involved sur meira,
and within sur meira itself through iskafya (subjugation),
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this is because even the work of iskafya must be in a way that
brings not only to is hapcha, but also to the level of avodah of asei
tov — which is above the whole realm of birurim (refinements).
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And one may say: this resembles what is explained in 7anya, that
even those whose primary avodah is “do not be wicked,” must also
strive to fulfill the oath: “be righteous.”
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Both in the sense of rejecting evil (the idea of is 'hapcha), and in
the sense of delighting and rejoicing in G-d through contemplation
on the greatness of the Infinite One, blessed is He — which is the
avodah of holiness that transcends birurim.
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And behold, in a similar but opposite manner, even when one is in
the avodah of the month of Iyar — the avodah of is "hapcha, and
even higher, the avodah of Merkavah — there still must remain an
impression of the vitality and emotional intensity of the avodah of
iskafya.
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And this is why we mention the Exodus from Egypt even in the
days of Moshiach.
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The idea is: when evil is in full force, fear of evil causes one to
flee from it in haste.
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And through the haste of Yisrael, there was also — so to speak —
haste in the Shechinah: "leaping over the mountains, skipping over
the hills."
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This haste brings about a leap that transcends order and gradual

progression.
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Pesach Sheni

[n contrast, the avodah of is ’hapcha, after one has already left evil,
and certainly the avodah of asei tov, is conducted in a manner of
order and progression.

377

[Therefore, there must be continued within it the concept of the
leap of the Exodus from Egypt.
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And this is the idea of Pesach Sheni — the extension of leap into
the avodah of asei fov, the avodah of the second month.
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After the leap that took place in the avodah of sur meira (Pesach
Rishon), the leap is extended also into the avodah of asei fov
Pesach Sheni).
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As in the verse, “Draw me, we will run after You” — when the
Divine soul influences the animal soul to have love of Hashem, the
animal soul’s love becomes one of eager running, and through this,
the Divine soul also runs.
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But once the leap is extended into the avodah of asei fov, that leap
is even greater than the leap of Pesach Rishon.
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For that earlier leap was due to fear of evil (a separate concept),
whereas the leap in Torah and mitzvos (asei fov) is due to the fact
that they are His wisdom and will, without true limitation.
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Therefore, once the infinite dimension within them is revealed
through the leap of sur meira, the leap of asei tov — the leap
beyond gradation — is even greater.
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And based on this, we understand the saying of my teacher and
father-in-law, the Rebbe, that Pesach Sheni relates to the “second
soul” — for the superiority of the leap of Pesach Sheni over that of]
Pesach Rishon is that Pesach Rishon was due to the concealment
of the animal soul (the “first soul”),
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but the leap of Pesach Sheni is where the infinite of the “second
soul” is revealed — the G-dly soul which is literally a part of G-d
Above.
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Pesach Sheni

Even as it is clothed in the body, it remains truly a part of G-d —
in the literal sense of touch and substance.
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And perhaps one may add that the superiority of the /eap of
Pesach Sheni over the leap of Pesach Rishon is incomparable, to
the point that it is a leap even beyond the leap of Pesach Rishon.
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This is similar to the verse, “As in the days of your exodus from
Egypt, I will show him wonders” (Michah 7:15) — that the
revelations of the future redemption will be wonders even in
comparison to the wonders of the Exodus.
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And the explanation of this — the connection between Pesach
Sheni and the future redemption — in more detail: it is stated in
the Midrash that the redemption from Egypt (and also the
redemption from Bavel and the other redemptions until the future
one) is like the light of a candle, but the future redemption is like
the light of the sun which never extinguishes.
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Chassidus explains that the redemption from Egypt is likened to a
candle because a candle corresponds to the level of Malchus. Even
though the revelation during the Exodus was above the natural
order (seder hishtalshelus), it was still enclothed within Malchus,
as it is written: “And Hashem passed over the opening” — and
petach (opening) refers to Malchus (as explained earlier in section

a)).
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From this it is understood that the reason the future redemption is
compared to sunlight is because the revelation that will take place
then — although also above the natural order — will be on the
level of Ze 'ir Anpin.
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And this is the connection between Pesach Sheni and the future
redemption — for the revelation of Pesach Sheni is in the Yesod of
Ze’ir Anpin, as explained above.
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And may it be His will that our actions and our service, especially
in the matters related to Pesach Sheni, should bring closer and
hasten even more the future redemption.
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Pesach Sheni

For the future redemption too will be in a manner of /leap, as it
says in the Midrash on the verse “Behold, my beloved comes —
leaping over the mountains” — this refers to King Moshiach.
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And even more so — in the future redemption, the /eap will be
even greater (like the leap of Pesach Sheni, which is itself greater
than that of Pesach Rishon), but on an even higher level — it will
not follow a step-by-step progression at all, not from level to level.
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Like the halachic ruling: “In one moment — they are redeemed,”
with the coming of our righteous Moshiach.
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May he come and redeem us and lead us upright to our land,
speedily in our days, literally.
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[NOTE: Summary

This discourse explores the profound mystical and practical meaning of Pesach Sheni (“Second
Passover”), drawing on deep concepts from Chassidus, Kabbalah, and Halachah, and offers a
multi-dimensional comparison between the first Pesach (offered on the 14th of Nissan) and the
second Pesach (offered on the 14th of Iyar by those who missed the first due to impurity or

distance).

Main Themes:

1. Two Modes of Avodah:

o Nissan/Pesach Rishon represents Iskafya — subduing evil (sur meira). It

corresponds to the sefirah of Malchus.

o lyar/Pesach Sheni represents Is’hapcha — transforming evil into holiness (asei
tov). It corresponds to the sefirah of Yesod and is connected with the daily avodah

of Sefiras HaOmer.
1. Levels of Dilug (Leap):

o Both Pesach Rishon and Pesach Sheni involve a spiritual leap, transcending the

limitations of the soul and the natural order.

o Pesach Rishon’s leap is from below — a flight from impurity and darkness.
o Pesach Sheni’s leap is from above — drawing divine light into the realm of

purity and holiness. This leap is greater, because it permeates even structured,

higher-level service (asei fov).
1. From Iskafya to Is’hapcha:

o The Rebbe explains how one must never disconnect from the energy of “Exodus’

b

and subjugation (iskafya), even after progressing to inner refinement (is ‘hapcha).
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Pesach Sheni

o Even in the days of Moshiach — when the evil is gone — we still recall Yetziyas
Mitzrayim because it teaches the power of running from negativity in haste,
which initiates divine leaps.

1. Pesach Sheni & Geulah:

o Pesach Sheni is uniquely connected to Geulah Asidah (the Future Redemption).

o The first geulah (Exodus from Egypt) is likened to a candle (Malchus), while the
final redemption is likened to the sun (Ze’er Anpin) — a light that never fades.

o Pesach Sheni, rooted in the Yesod of Ze’er Anpin, corresponds to this future,
infinitely luminous level.

1. The Second Soul:

o The Rebbe quotes his father-in-law, the Frierdiker Rebbe, who taught that Pesach
Sheni relates to the "second soul" — the G-dly soul (nefesh haShenis), a literal
“chelek Eloka mi’maal mamash”.

o The power of Pesach Sheni is its ability to reveal the infinite capacity of the
G-dly soul, even after failure or distance.

Practical Takeaway

1. It's Never Too Late:

0 The defining lesson of Pesach Sheni is that “7aR 927 1°R” — nothing is ever
lost. Even if a Jew was spiritually impure, distant, or negligent — they are never
cut off. They can still reconnect, still offer their “Pesach.”

o Apply this in daily life: even if you missed opportunities — in mitzvos, in
relationships, in teshuvah — it’s never too late to begin again.

1. Leap in Holiness Too:

o Spiritual progress shouldn’t only be about avoiding negativity. One must also
"leap" in the positive — deepen davening, learn more Torah, bring G-dliness into
every detail of life.

1. Bring Pesach Sheni into Geulah:

o Cultivate the Pesach Sheni mindset in preparation for the final redemption: act
with urgency and a refusal to be defined by past limitations.

o This also means using even “regular” avodah (structured mitzvah life) as a
platform to reveal the bligvul (infinite) aspect of the soul and Torah.

1. Sefiras HaOmer:

o We’re in the time of Sefiras HaOmer, connected with the avodah of refining

character and climbing day by day.
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o The Rebbe teaches us to merge both themes: daily refinement (gradual structure)
+ Pesach Sheni leap (infinite surge).

Chassidic Story

The Tzemach Tzedek and Pesach Sheni: The Power of Not Giving Up

During one of the harshest periods of Russian oppression, a young chassid once came to the
Tzemach Tzedek broken and discouraged. He had fallen behind in his learning, had made
serious mistakes, and felt he had no place left among the chassidim.

The Tzemach Tzedek looked at him and said with deep compassion:

"Do you know what today is? Pesach Sheni.

You know what it teaches us?

It’s never too late. Even if someone was tamei (impure), or far away — or both — there is still a
Korban Pesach waiting for him.

Hashem doesn’t lock the door.

The second Pesach wasn’t given instead of the first — it was given beyond the first."

He then added with a warm smile:
“Even if you’re not ‘pure,” even if you’re not ‘close’ — Hashem still wants your offering.”

This chassid rededicated himself with renewed strength and became a source of inspiration for
others who had stumbled.

% Source: Toldos Chabad, and Sichos Kodesh 5738, referencing stories the Rebbe would often
recount about Pesach Sheni and the Tzemach Tzedek.

Chassidic Story: "A Redemption in Prison — Pesach Sheni with the Rebbe"

In the 1970s, there was a Jewish man incarcerated in a New York prison. He had been raised
traditionally, but over the years, drifted far from observance. After his arrest and sentencing, he
sank into despair and total detachment from Judaism.

A young Lubavitcher shliach who visited the prison regularly made an effort to connect with
him, but the man refused to engage. “Religion’s not for me anymore,” he said bluntly. “I messed
up too much.”
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On the 14th of Iyar, the day of Pesach Sheni, the shliach brought circular matzos and wine into
the prison and set up a small program for the inmates. He invited this man again — and again
was turned down.

Later that day, the shliach wrote a letter to the Lubavitcher Rebbe and asked what to do about
people who feel they're foo far gone to return — even to something as simple as tasting matzah.

Within a short time, the Rebbe responded through mazkirus (his secretariat):

“Tell him: today is Pesach Sheni.

It was given precisely for the one who was impure or distant.
There is no such thing as too far, and no such thing as too late.
Even now, Hashem is waiting.”

The shliach returned to the prison, read the Rebbe’s words to the man, and offered him a piece of
matzah.

The man broke down in tears. For the first time in years, he made a berachah and ate matzah
with trembling hands.

That Pesach Sheni was the start of a full spiritual transformation. He later remarked:

“Everyone else saw me as a prisoner.
The Rebbe saw me as a soul that could still offer a Korban Pesach.” END NOTE]
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