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The Megillah is read on the 11th, etc. Walled cities from
the days of Yehoshua Bin Nun read on the 15th.
Villages and large towns on the 14th, but the villages
advance [the reading] to the market day. What is a large
city? Any that has ten idle men, etc.
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Behold, the concept of a city (110) and a village (h9>) can be
understood from what is written elsewhere (in the discourse
Vehaya MiDei Chodesh), that this is the difference between
the prayer of Shabbat and the prayer of a weekday— for it is
not the same when a villager sees the king, etc.
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For our sages said: Everything that Yechezkel saw,
Yeshayahu also saw, except that Yeshayahu is like a
city-dweller who has seen the king, while Yechezkel is like a
villager, etc.
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The explanation is: in Yeshayahu’s prophecy, it is written,
'And | saw the Lord... Seraphim stood," etc., while
Yechezkel saw Chayos and Ofanim.
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The difference between the level of the Ofanim and the level
of the Seraphim is like the difference between a villager and
a city-dweller.

,D'97YN N7YN7 DI9IND N7YN |"2AY YI9NN|
12 127192 2 '2Y WI9DD | 4T

The Ofanim are in great tumult, etc., due to their perception
of G-d’s holiness and transcendence, beyond both Sovev
and Mimalei, etc. This is similar to a villager, whose
submission before the king comes from his astonishment at
the king’s exaltedness, beyond his understanding.
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Their tumult represents their longing and desire in a state of
soul-expiration.
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However, the Seraphim stand in a state of self-nullification,
because their very essence and being is incorporation and
submission.
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This is the level of a city-dweller who has seen the king, for
whom the king’s exaltedness is not so astonishing. Rather,
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he delights and enjoys the radiance of the splendor of His
great glory.

For the Seraphim are in the world of Beriah, where the
intellect of Atzilut shines, as it is said: "Ima (Binah) nests in
the Throne."

2'XN DYY ,NXMAN D7iY2a DN D'9WA 1D
N'R" MXNY ,N7'YRT NYT"NI'ATNNIN
10712 Na3i7nR".

And the revelation of Atik is in Binah, which is why the
delight of the souls in the Higher Gan Eden is in Beriah, etc.
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The Seraphim are in the level of the Throne, as it is written:
'He sits upon a high throne... Seraphim stand around Him."
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But the Ofanim are on a lower level than them, that is, in the
world of Asiyah, as it is written: "One wheel was upon the
earth."
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However, they perceive the state of self-integration,
yearning to be incorporated into the light of G-d, which is
distant from them— transcendent and separate, beyond the
nature of the worlds, neither within the level of Mimalei nor
Sovev.
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Therefore, their entire desire and yearning is for their souls
to expire toward Him, beyond their capability.
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This is why they have a great tumult, like the analogy of the
villager who sees the king, etc.
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This is also the difference between the prayer of Shabbat
and the prayer of a weekday.

N79N7 N2AY N79M |'2 W90 |2 DA DT
hin.

For Shabbat is a revelation of the Supreme Delight, as in:
"They shall rejoice in Your kingship... they shall be satisfied
and delight in Your goodness," etc.
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This is the level of a city-dweller, who delights and enjoys,
etc., as mentioned above.
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And regarding this, our sages said: "The sun on Shabbat is
charity for the poor."
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The explanation is, as it is written: "A sun of righteousness
and healing in its wings."
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Now, we must understand the concept of large towns, which
are an intermediate category between a village and a city
mentioned above.
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This corresponds to the level and rank of Chayos
HaKodesh, which are intermediary between Seraphim and
Ofanim.
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For a city is one that is walled from the days of Yehoshua,
whereas villages and towns are unwalled and open.
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However, the difference between a town and a village is that
a town is called such when it has ten idle men—those who
abstain from labor (and are supported by the community) so
that they are always present at the time of prayer in the
Synagogue.
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The explanation of this matter is that within the Jewish
people, there are two categories:
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The first are Torah scholars, whose Torah is their
occupation.
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The second are businesspeople, but they engage in mitzvot
and acts of kindness, as in the verse: "In the house of my
mother, | found You; in the marketplace, | sought You."

niyna 0'oivy 71 ,0'PoY yua — n'an|
YiN2 AXYAX MX N2 ,0ToNn N7

And the phrase "I am a wall" refers to the Torah,
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Just as a physical wall is made of stones and serves as a
protective barrier, even though man, a speaking being, is
higher than inanimate stones,
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So too, above, the Torah is called a wall, as the letters of the
Torah are likened to stones because they are clothed in
physical matters of this world, such as laws of tithes and
offerings.
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However, within them is clothed the Infinite Light of G-d,
which transcends all, serving as the supreme encompassing
force.
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And this is "Hashem, our Master of strength, our Rock of
refuge," referring to the encompassing light.
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Therefore, our sages said: "Torah protects and saves, even
when one is not actively engaged in it," for it is like a wall.
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And this is the meaning of the verse: "Upon your walls, O
Jerusalem, | have appointed watchmen," for the wall of
Jerusalem corresponds to Chochmah and Da’at, which are
the garments of the middot (attributes), and from there
comes protection and an encompassing force.
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As it is written in Tanya, chapters 4 and 5, the garments of
thought, speech, and action in Torah and mitzvot are higher
than the soul’s attributes, etc.
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And therefore, even though a city-dweller, corresponding to
the level of love in delight,
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nevertheless, this love is incomparable to the wall and
encompassing force that comes through Torah.
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For this love is only relative to one’s own level of
comprehension, measured according to his ability,

MAYD W 197 71 KD IT NIDR NN 1D
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and even above, in Gan Eden, one only enjoys the radiance
(of the Divine), which is the level of Mimalei Kol Almin.
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However, the wall and the encompassing force correspond

72 2200 NY'N22 10T ,9'FRDI NRIND 72X

to the level of Sovev Kol Almin. ['"Yy.
And this is the meaning of what was said: "A city walled from ninm NN A" NNRY N 1Y N7
the days of Yehoshua specifically." N?IT "yyin'.

For it is said: "The face of Moshe was like the face of the
sun, and the face of Yehoshua was like the face of the
moon."

NI27 1192 YYin! 191 ,NNN 1192 NYn 19 9.

The explanation of the sun and the moon is as follows:

N1 NAN Y Yin'e.

For it is written: "For Hashem Elokim is a sun and a shield,"
meaning that the Name Havayah is called a sun, while the
Name Elokim is called a shield.

DYT ", 077K N At Wiy " aind nan
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This refers to the attribute of His Kingship, as it is written:
'"His Kingship rules over all worlds."

72 An'M" ,NAN' iNd7A NI N1'NAA RINI
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Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



https://www.chassidusnow.com/

T°02

Rebbe Maharash

Torahs Shmuel

v”>In D"e , 102

Purim (1869)

This is called the moon, which corresponds to Mimalei Kol
Almin,
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7 7 7 ! g { 1 !
m4y.

and for this reason, it is referred to as "the small luminary,"
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because in order to manifest within the worlds of Beriah,
Yetzirah, and Asiyah, it requires great contractions.
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Therefore, Yehoshua is called a youth, representing the
level of "small faces."
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However, nevertheless, Yehoshua received from Moshe the
radiance of the sun, etc.
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This refers to the level of the great luminary, which is the
Name Havayah, corresponding to Sovev Kol Almin,
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M7y 72 2100 ,"In.

which shines in an encompassing manner, yet close to
Mimalei Kol Almin.
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And this is the concept of a city that is walled,

Qi a2 1Y 071

for the houses of a city are from the level of "the city of our
G-d," which is the attribute of His Kingship,

N'DY "N 1" NY'Nan o 77120 ' 1D
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as is known from the words of our sages: "When is He
great? When He is in the city of our G-d."
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Thus, the city corresponds to the Name Elokim,
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but the wall and the encompassing force come from the
Name Havayah.
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And when a city is walled, this represents the extension of
Sovev Kol Almin into Mimalei Kol Almin,
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such that it at least encompasses from close.
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And this is achieved through the letters of the Torah, as it is
said: "Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and transmitted
it to Yehoshua," etc.
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(And therefore, above, in the Seraphim, which exist in the
world of Beriah, they are called "walled" because Binah
nests in the Throne,

(,nxM2n 0%iva DNY ,"*0'9wa NN P71
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and Binah serves as an encompassing force for Zon, as in
the secret of "Spread over us Your shelter of peace.")
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IAnd see Pri Etz Chaim, Gate of Sukkot, where this is
explained.
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And this is the meaning of "the wall of letters" and "the seal
of letters," which correspond to the level of Binah.)
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However, the drawing down of this wall is specifically
through engagement in Torah study, as mentioned above.
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But one who cannot engage in Torah study, etc., is called a
'city-dweller”,

X171 ,'1D Mina pioy7 7id! iRy M X
'Y 2 N1'N3A.

that is, the level of "Great is Hashem and exceedingly
praised in the city of our G-d."
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This can be understood in the way of the difference between
Chayos HaKodesh and Seraphim,

YUTPD Ni*D 2 W90 T W AT 2
D'9IYY.

which corresponds to the distinction between the level of
Ruach and the level of Neshamah.

NNY1 NI'N27 DN NI'N2 |12 W19 RINY.

For Ruach is the emotional excitement in G-dliness, as it is
written: "The spirit of man ascends upward."

in3 ,NF7R2 NM7Y9NN XD LN NN D
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This refers to the awakening and revelation of love within
the G-dly soul,

U912 NANKD 721 NIV 10|
n'7INn.

as explained elsewhere regarding Eved Ivri (the Hebrew
servant), etc.

12 Y T2V Y2 INX DiFna WNamy ind'.

And this corresponds to the Vav-Ktzavot (the six extremities)
nesting in Yetzirah,

NI R il T NN AT

meaning that even though the expanded consciousness of
intellect does not shine there

['NIN N1'NQ DY I'RA 'R D N 00T
77T,

to be in the level of a city-dweller, who comprehends the
Divine goodness,

N 2102 1'WNY I [3 DT NINY

therefore, the Chayos (Holy Beasts) are uplifted with a great
tumult, etc.

12 7iT3 Wy NikyInn Ni'nd 03 ,1271"

However, nevertheless, they possess a level of
completeness within the attributes, and this is the concept of
Vav-Ktzavot (the six extremities).
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But in the Ofanim, only the level of Netzach, Hod, Yesod
(NeHiY) shines,

NN 71 I'RN 'K ,019iK2 72N
"N)) TioTIinTNY)).

which corresponds to the level of Nefesh, which is below the
level of Ruach.

NN N2'NAN NYNTY LKD) NI'NA RINY.

This means that they exist at a lower level, only possessing
Hoda’ah (submission and acknowledgment), etc.

1D AXTIN N2'N2 71 NvNY vl

This is like the analogy of a villager, who is farther from the
king than a city-dweller,

|20 Ni' 790 |1 PiNY ;192 [2 7Y 10T
.

meaning that he only possesses the aspect of
acknowledgment and submission.

1> ARTIN NN 7 17 'RY 01DT

(And the great tumult occurs when he sees the king,
meaning that occasionally, he will experience an awakening
with great tumult, etc.

(1207, 2790 N ARINY? 40T ,7Ta0 Yy
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However, in the level of Vav-Ktzavot of Yetzirah, this refers
to one who always has love for Hashem every day,

7 ¢ m 1t 0T DR D 'RYN
1> N2DNI NN ,0i' 72, TR

and this is the meaning of "and exceedingly praised in the
city of our G-d," specifically.

Now, this level is called a city, because it contains ten idle
men, etc.

N2 Y'Y DY 7Y, DK T N2 Nl
12 1702 MY’

The explanation is that every Ruach (spirit) and Nefesh
(soul) is composed of ten sefirot—three intellectual faculties
and seven attributes.

Yyn 07D W9l NN Y W'
NI yav| D4'7Y Yity—ninreo.

Even one who possesses only the level of Ruach, which
corresponds to Vav-Ktzavot (the six attributes),

"I RINY ,NIN NN 7 7 WY R D
niy;y.

nevertheless, there exists within them an aspect of intellect
that relates to the attributes,

NiTA? 'Y |'Nin N1'N2 D2 ! ,Dipn 72n.

except that it is not intellectual greatness in its fullest sense.

1> TM7T72T |'Nin NI'N2R II'RY 7Y

And when a person directs his intellect and emotions toward
Hashem,

2N’ ‘N7 M i)Y D'Yn DTRNYIA,

then all ten faculties within his soul become idle from their
physical occupation

[PIN7AN 0'703 1W9IYW NiINA WYD"
n'myan

and engage in the service of Hashem.

712N N NIN7NA D'7QIV).

This level can also be understood above,
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for in order to bring down life-force into this physical world, it
must be clothed within the ten sefirot of Asiyah.

NTD D7iY2 DI'DD DYDY NIFR7 T2 ,Nan 1D
NIN'90 WY MMYAINN T2V NN ,'Myan
N'YYT.

As it is said: "May You be blessed... for every praiseworthy
deed of Your handiwork,"

AT Ny N2y 72 2y D anR” xn.”

this corresponds to the level of Asiyah,

NYY NRYPY T N'NRY.

similar to the power of action in man, which is an outer
garment of the soul.

Ui NINY 7¢n T Y ,nwynn Nd ind
Y912y |ix'na.

However, from the level of the ten sefirot of Yetzirah,

NY'X'T NiN'90 YWY N1'NAN |2 ['RYN,

life-force cannot be directly drawn into this physical world,

NTN O%iya NND YNl Ning 7221' X7
"myan,

for this world is incapable of containing that higher influx of
energy.

[I*7y0 VoW NX 7307 2Dt irRy.

Rather, the ten sefirot of Yetzirah influence the ten sefirot of
Asiyah,

WYY D'WI9YN NY'Y'T NIN'90 WYY DX 1D
N'YYT NiN'oo,

and from the ten sefirot of Asiyah, life-force is drawn below.

nuN7 NINN YN ,NYYT NiN'DO YN

Therefore, the ten sefirot of Yetzirah are called "ten idle
men,"

MYY" N'YT NiN'DQ YWY NiXY7 271
I'"7p2"

for they are idle from direct influence into the physical world,

MYan DTN D7IY7 NY9SYWN NIX7AN D703V,

yet they remain the sources that channel influence into the
ten sefirot of Asiyah.

2y 0'Y'9WnRN DNIiPAN DN ,Dipn 720
N'WYT NiN'o.

And this is like the analogy of the ten idle men, who are idle
from their work and sit in the synagogue.

D702 ,702 MYY 7Yn3 T N0l
NQ)?N N'1Q DAYi'| DRIRIAN.

They are truly the guardians of the city,

NP7 ML) NNXA DY

Even though they do not engage in labor, etc.,

1> X702 D'7OIY DYI'NY 'O~ X",

for through their merit, the entire city is protected.

1Y 72 D'IARYN DN¥OTR 1.

It follows that their protection is in a hidden manner, not
revealed.

1722 N71 D7V TR KD DDYNYY R¥ND.

Similarly, the influence of the ten sefirot of Yetzirah is
clothed within the ten sefirot of Asiyah,

NY'YT NIN'DO WYY NYIYD L RTINI
N'YYT NiN'9Q YWY NYann.

and the flow of influence below comes from the ten sefirot of
Asiyah.

12 N'YYT NIN'9Q TYyn NXA NVN7 NYoYnl'.
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(See elsewhere regarding the Name "E-I Ado-nai" that
governs Asiyah,

("17TX 7°X" DY Y2 DX DiFRa XN
1D Ny vYivn'.

for from it the garment of nature is drawn, whereas the ten
sefirot of Yetzirah are not openly revealed, etc.)

WYY 722 2 'R ,YaYD YT YR anny
12 N'XT NiIN'DR'.)

And this concept | found recorded by Rav Chaim Cohen, a
disciple of Rav Chaim Vital, of blessed memory.

7¢ ITNYA 0D 07N " 2107 MR AT 1T
N272Y7 i2iNd7 70 D¥N 20,

Therefore, this level is called "a great city,"

N7iTa " it n'na N P

because it receives from the level of "Great is Hashem," as
in "in the city of our G-d."

Ay "D N RIT" n1'nan 7apm NN XY
N7

For "greatness" (Gedulah) refers to kindness,

TQN NI'NR K'D NHTAY.

which corresponds to the six extremities (Vav-Ktzavot) of
Atzilut, which are clothed within the six extremities of
Yetzirah, as mentioned above.

ni¥7 12 0ATIAD ,PRRT NIy 1110)
7772722 ,NY'T.

And this drawing down is accomplished through the
fulfillment of "You shall love (nanwi)",

1> "nanxI" D T2V R T nDwnal'

for love is the attribute of kindness, corresponding to the six
extremities of the soul.

nilg '1 M0 41"D1,TON NI'NA K'N NADNY
Uoiay.

And this is why our sages said that "the idle men exist to
always be present at the time of prayer,"

ni'n? T2 DN 7792 7T NRRY N7
N79N0 NV T'NRN D'HxR”.

for that is the time of arousal of the level of "You shall love"
(nanni), etc.

15 "RANKXI" NI'NA NMIVDD AT RINY'.

And this is the meaning of "The Megillah is read from the
11th until the 15th,"

1"0 Ty X"Mm N7 n7an" ANt

for 11 corresponds to the letters Vav and Hei (n"1), and 15
corresponds to the letters Yud and Hei (n™).

n" &N "o ,n" n'na on XM .

The explanation is that walled cities from the days of
Yehoshua bin Nun read on the 15th,

yyin! nin'm nQin 0'971Rn 02717 ' 1110
102 |1 11 2.

because Binah nests in the Throne, which is the World of
Beriah,

D7iy X'y X702 X1AEN N D NI
NXMAN.

therefore, they read on the 15th, corresponding to the level
of Yud and Hei (n™).

n"' NN T LI Mip R7.

However, villages and large towns, which correspond to
Yetzirah and Asiyah,

N1'Y! NN DY, NI7ITA NiNYE 01192 72X
WYL
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Rebbe Maharash
Torahs Shmuel
v”>In Do , 102
Purim (1869)

and it is known that Zeir Anpin nests in Yetzirah, and

. . 'Yy N7 LNYA PR KT D VTl
Malchut in Asiyah, LY I, NYXA [32h LAY

therefore, sometimes the reading is on the 11th, which
corresponds to the letters Vav and Hei (n"1) of the Name
Havayah,

DY 7¢ n"I NY'Na NINY X" DMYy97 27

N

meaning the levels of Zeir Anpin and Nukva (Zon), etc. 13 "7 N1'N2 2R
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