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In Bamidbar, it is written, “Bless Hashem, His angels”” — referring to the
lower ones who are unable to stand in His roles — it is written: “His
angels,” etc.
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For indeed, every Jewish person who was sent into the world to fulfill the
will of our Father in Heaven is called a shaliach (messenger) and an
angel.
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However, an angel has nothing other than the mission.
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(And therefore they are called “standers” — omdim — without change,
from the aspect of a messenger and angel, as mentioned above.)
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And when a person guards himself not to have any act that is not in
accordance with His Will —
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for this concept exists even within every act, that there is a holy spark in
it—

nipyn 92 702 03 RYNI 7Y W Y
VTR i 2 vy —

and it is the power of the actor in the acted —
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and a person must ensure that every act is only in order to fulfill and
bring about the Will and desire of the Holy One, Blessed is He —
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then he is truly called an angel, for he finds in every act a mission and
fulfillment of His Will.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Those who do His word” — that they make
the word through preparation, in every act, to be only for His Will —
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they merit to actually hear in every single act what His Will is in that
very physical matter.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Mighty in strength” — that their primary
grasp is in the ko’ach (inner strength) within each thing —
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which is the inner essence, which is His Will that enlivens everything, as
mentioned above.
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And this is what it says: “And He called to Moshe” — meaning, that this
was the level of Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be upon him —
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that he was always ready for prophecy and would always hear the voice
of the calling —
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like an angel who constantly engages in his mission from Him, may He
be blessed, and who has nothing else in the world, as explained above.
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And in the Midrash it says: A Torah scholar who has no daas (inner
knowledge), a carcass is better than him. Even Moshe Rabbeinu did not
enter [the Tent of Meeting] until he was called, etc.

1723 NYT 12 PRY D20 TR7R WY
Y 011 K7 27 AYN ARY 137 7310
1212 XpY.

The explanation is as mentioned above: For who is able to approach and
do the Will of Hashem, only through the power of the commandment —
that He sanctified us with His commandments and commanded us.
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And so explained my master, my grandfather, may the memory of the
righteous and holy be a blessing: that the commandment gives the strength
that we are able to do it.
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And this is as mentioned above — that every person is a messenger
shaliach) only through the fact that in all his actions he remembers the
mission.
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And this is called daas (inner knowing), because chokhmah (wisdom) on
its own is also called wisdom — but when wisdom and understanding
settle into a person, it is called daas —
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for he knows and is connected to that wisdom. And it is an inner knowing
— that in every action and thought, whether great or small, he is
connected to the inner vitality of Hashem — the power of the One who
acts, as mentioned above.
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And Moshe Rabbeinu, who was the collective daas of the Jewish People,
it says: “And He called...” — because he was always designated for the
calling.
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A person who brings from among you [a korban (offering)]...” — the
simple meaning: to give from the inner strength and will to Hashem.
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“Nullify your will [before His will]...” — this is the aspect of korban,
drawing close — to draw all actions near to Hashem.
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And it says “from among you” — as my master, grandfather of blessed
memory explained the Mishnah: “If I am not for myself, who is for me,”
etc., see Parshas Ki Sisa and Daf Peh Ches in Chelek Ches.
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And this is what it says: Even though each person should give their own
contribution — it should be through inserting oneself within the collective
of the Jewish People.
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My master, my grandfather, may the memory of the righteous and holy be
a blessing, told in the name of the Rav, of blessed memory, from
Peshischa, on what is said: “One who brings more and one who brings
less — as long as his heart is directed [toward Heaven]...”
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And the Taz in Siman 1 asked: If the one who gives more also intends for
the sake of Heaven, then he is surely better!
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And he, may his memory be a blessing, answered with a parable: Two
merchants who traveled on the same road — one arrived immediately, and
the other had delays and hindrances, and only after a long time did he also
arrive.
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And they asked him: Why didn’t you come until now? And he replied:
“Since I also arrived, what happened has happened.” End of quote. And he
did not explain further.
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And it seems to me the explanation is: “As long as his heart is directed”
— that the end and goal of his actions should be that they are directed to
Hashem as is fitting —
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whether this came to him through a small amount of effort or through
great toil — as long as his deeds help him to direct his heart to Heaven.
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And these words are very correct, for even here this was said regarding the
minchah offering — that once his offering was brought close to Hashem,
that is the intended goal and final purpose.
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[f so, there is no difference whether he increased or minimized — for the
ultimate goal is the same: to draw close to Hashem.
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And this itself is the meaning of “he should direct his heart” — like the
idea of the korban, that it be drawn after the root — and that is the vitality
of Hashem, blessed be He, which is placed in everything.
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My master, my grandfather, of blessed memory, also explained the
Midrash: “To the north, before Hashem...” — that it recalls the Binding of]
Yitzchak —
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for the essence of the korban was the will to give over one’s soul to
Hashem — and this hiddenness that was in the korban is what is called

tzafun (hidden).
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And this can also be now — and the meaning of “tzafun before Hashem”
is that the hidden place within a person should be before Hashem — and
not revealed on the forehead. End of his holy words.
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And certainly, this is the essence of the aspect of the korban: “That you
shall offer from among you” — that the entire person be subjugated to
Hashem.
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And this is the Binding of Yitzchak — only that there was also an actual
deed, for Hashem commanded to offer in actual action an animal or bird.
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And behold, on Shabbos one may not offer a personal korban — and it is
possible to say that on Shabbos there is no need for the aspect of action —
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for on Shabbos all labor is forbidden — and therefore the will alone, to
give over one’s soul to Hashem, is the korban.
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Only on weekdays, the matter comes through action — so that the
illumination should also be drawn into action — and therefore a physical
|korban is also needed, as mentioned above.
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[NOTE:
¢ Summary:

These teachings, drawn from the Sfas Emes (X”97n), explore the essence of a Jew's mission in
life and how intent — kavanah — matters more than the quantity of one’s deeds.

1. Every Jew as a Messenger/Angel:

Every Jew is called a messenger (shaliach) and angel (malach) when their every action
is aligned with the will of Hashem. Like angels, who have no personal agenda and only
fulfill their mission, a Jew too can live with total devotion when every act is an

expression of Divine purpose.

2. True Daas (Inner Knowledge):
Real daas 1sn’t just knowing Torah intellectually, but integrating Divine awareness into
every aspect of life — big or small — so that even the mundane becomes sacred. This is
the inner force — the “koach hapo’el banif’al” (the power of the actor in the act).

3. Kavanah Over Quantity:

Citing "Echad hamarbeh v’echad hamamit, u’bilvad sheyichavein libo”, the Sfas Emes
brings a mashal of two merchants: one reaches his goal quickly, the other slowly — but
they both arrive. The real success isn’t how much you do but whether your heart is truly

directed to Hashem.

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



https://www.chassidusnow.com/

77’02
Rabbi Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter of Ger

Sfas Emes
Parshas Vayikra

4. The Hidden Korban:
The idea of “tzafonah lifnei Hashem” (northward before Hashem) and the Akeidas
Yitzchak teach that the essence of a korban is hidden inner devotion — not just the
external act. The root of korban is Kirvah, closeness to Hashem, which can even be
accomplished just with sincere will — especially on Shabbos when no action is
permitted.

1 Practical Takeaway (PT):

Don’t measure your spiritual worth by how “much” you do — rather, ask:
“Is my heart truly directed toward Hashem?”

Even if your actions seem small, if they come with deep kavanah and a sincere desire to serve,
they carry the full power of a korban. Whether in learning, davening, or simple acts like kindness
or restraint — infuse them with purpose, and you become a living shaliach of Hashem.

True Chassidic Story: The Hidden Korban of a Wagon Driver

Once, the Rebbe Reb Bunim of Peshischa was visited by a great Torah scholar. As they were
learning together, a simple wagon driver entered the room quietly, nodded, and left. The Rebbe
immediately stood up and said, “That man just brought a korban before the Holy One, Blessed be
He.”

The scholar was shocked. “A korban? That simple man? He didn’t even say a word!”

The Rebbe explained: “Every day before setting out, he wrestles with himself: ‘Should I stay
home and learn a little, or go work and provide for my family and give tzedakah?’ And today,
once again, he chose to serve Hashem by going out honestly and supporting his household. That
small nod he gave us — that was his offering on the altar. A silent korban, straight from the
hidden chambers of the heart.” END NOTE]
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