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And these are the judgments, etc., and Onkelos 
translated: "And these are the laws that you shall 
arrange before them." 

ה טִים ואְֵלֶּ פָּ שְׁ רְגֵּם וגְו׳ הַמִּ ין אוּנקְְלוֹס: ותִּ "ואְִלֵּ  
יניָּא י דִּ ר דִּ סַדֵּ קֳדָמֵיהוֹן תְּ ". 

And this requires explanation: What is the connection 
between "you shall place" and translating it as "you 
shall arrange"? 

יאוּר: צָרִיךְ והְוּא ים" עִניְןַ מַה בֵּ שִׂ לְתַרְגְּמוֹ "תָּ  
ר סַדֵּ  ?""תְּ

It is understandable according to what our Sages said 
that "you shall place" refers to the tools of the judges, 
for which the term "placing" is appropriate. 

לֹם שָׁ אָמְרוּ לְמַה בְּ ים" רַזַ"ל שֶּׁ שִׂ כְּלֵי הוּא "תָּ  
יָּניִם, יָּךְ הַדַּ הֶם שָׁ ימָה לָשׁוֹן בָּ "שִׂ ". 

But the concept of arrangement is not included in the 
meaning of "you shall place," and it should have said 
"that you shall set before them." 

ידוּר עִניְןַ אֲבָל פֵרוּשׁ נכְִלַל לֹא הַסִּ ים", בְּ שִׂ והְָויֵ "תָּ  
י לְמֵימַר לֵיהּ ויֵ "דִּ שָׁ קֳדָמֵיהוֹן תְּ ". 

However, it is indeed true, as is well known, what our 
Sages said: "In the beginning, He created," etc., 
meaning for the sake of the Torah, which is called 
"the beginning of His way," and for the sake of Israel, 
who are called "the first of His produce." 

אָמְרוּ מַה נוֹדַע אֱמֶת הֵן אֲכֵן, ית רַזַ"ל שֶּׁ רֵאשִׁ "בְּ  
רָא" בִיל וגְו׳, בָּ שְׁ נִּקְרֵאת הַתּוֹרָה" "בִּ ית שֶׁ "רֵאשִׁ  

רְכּוֹ", בִיל דַּ רָאֵל וּבִשְׁ נִּקְרְאוּ ישְׂ ית שֶׁ "רֵאשִׁ  
בוּאָתוֹ  ."תְּ

And the Torah, the Holy One, blessed be He, and 
Israel are entirely one, for Israel unites with the Holy 
One, blessed be He, through the Torah. 

א ואְוֹרַייְתָא, רִיךְ וּקוּדְשָׁ רָאֵל הוּא, בְּ א – ויְשְׂ כֻּלָּ  
רָאֵל חַד, יִּשְׂ דוֹשׁ מִתְאַחֲדִים שֶׁ הַקָּ רוּךְ בַּ עַל הוּא בָּ  

הַתּוֹרָה ידְֵי . 
For behold, the entire Torah consists of combinations 
of letters. אוֹתִיּוֹת צֵירוּפֵי הִיא הַתּוֹרָה כָּל הִנֵּה כִּי . 

And it is stated in Sefer Yetzirah: "He established 
them in the mouth," meaning that the Holy One, 
blessed be He, fixed the combinations of the letters of 
the Torah in the mouth of every single Jew, to 
manipulate them as he desires. 

סֵפֶר ואְִיתָא פֶה", "קְבָעָן יצְִירָה: בְּ בַע בְּ קָּ שֶׁ  
דוֹשׁ רוּךְ הַקָּ פִי הַתּוֹרָה אוֹתִיּוֹת צֵירוּפֵי הוּא בָּ כָּל בְּ  
רָאֵל ואְֶחָד אֶחָד ר לְכָל לְהַטּוֹתָם מִיִּשְׂ פֹּץ אֲשֶׁ יחְַ . 

And this is what our Sages said: "With ten utterances 
the world was created." But could it not have been 
created with a single utterance? Rather, this was 
done to exact retribution from the wicked who destroy 
[the world]. 

רָה רַזַ"ל: מַאֲמַר וזְֶהוּ עֲשָׂ נבְִרָא מַאֲמָרוֹת "בַּ  
מַאֲמָר והֲַלֹא הָעוֹלָם". רֵאוֹת? יכָוֹל אֶחָד בְּ לְהִבָּ  

א רַע אֶלָּ עִים מִן לְהִפָּ דִים הָרְשָׁ אַבְּ מְּ כו׳ שֶׁ . 

And one must understand: Who gave power to the 
wicked that they can destroy the world? 

כֹּחַ נתַָן מִי לְהָבִין: וצְָרִיךְ עִים  יְּכוּלוּ לָרְשָׁ ד שֶׁ לְאַבֵּ  
הָעוֹלָם אֶת ? 
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However, with what has been said, it is understood, 
for the combinations of letters were given over to 
Israel, and the wicked pervert the letter combinations 
from good to evil. 

ירוּפֵי כִּי יוּבַן, מַאֲמָרֵנוּ עִם אֲבָל נמְִסְרוּ אוֹתִיּוֹת הַצֵּ  
רָאֵל, ע לְישְׂ ךְ והְָרָשָׁ מִטּוֹב אוֹתִיּוֹת צֵירוּפֵי מַהֲפֵּ  

 .לְרָע

And this is a great defect, for it forces the King to 
clothe Himself in the combinations of evil letters. 

גָם וזְֶהוּ כְרִיחַ גָּדוֹל, פְּ מַּ לֶךְ אֶת שֶׁ שׁ הַמֶּ לְהִתְלַבֵּ  
צֵירוּפֵי הָרָע אוֹתִיּוֹת בְּ . 

For from the mouth of the Most High, evil does not 
emerge—on the contrary, only good does. 

י כִּי א, רַק – הָרָעוֹת" תֵצֵא לֹא עֶלְיוֹן "מִפִּ רֶבָּ אֶדֶּ  
 .הַטּוֹב

However, since everything is done through letter 
combinations, and the wicked pervert the 
combinations from good to evil, Heaven forbid… 

ה מִכֵּיוןָ אַמְנםָ, נַּעֲשָׂ כֹּל שֶׁ אוֹתִיּוֹת, צֵירוּפֵי ידְֵי עַל הַ  
עִים כִים והְָרְשָׁ חַס לְרָע מִטּוֹב הַצֵּרוּפִים מַהֲפְּ  

לוֹם  …ושָׁ
And this is what is written in the Torah—curses in 
Torat Kohanim and in Mishneh Torah. 

כָּתוּב מַה וזְֶהוּ תּוֹרָה שֶּׁ תוֹרַת קְלָלוֹת – בַּ כֹּהֲניִם בְּ   
נהֶ תּוֹרָה וּבְמִשְׁ . 

And at first glance, this is a wondrous matter. ,בָר הוּא וּלְכָאוֹרָה נפְִלָא דָּ . 
Behold, it is written in the Torah (Proverbs 3:17), "Her 
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace." 

הּ כָּתִיב הַתּוֹרָה הֲלֹא רָכֶיהָ י״ז(: ג׳, )משלי בָּ "דְּ  
רְכֵי לוֹם נתְִיבוֹתֶיהָ וכְָל נעַֹם דַּ שָׁ ". 

So how could it be that so many curses, God forbid, 
are written in it? ְלוֹם חַס קְלָלוֹת כָּךְ כָּל יהְִיוּ ואְֵיך הּ כְּתוּבִים ושָׁ בָּ ? 

However, this will be understood with what I have 
written: that in truth, they are all blessings for those 
who uphold the Torah. 

י, מַה עִם יוּבַן אַמְנםָ כָּתַבְתִּ אֱמֶת שֶּׁ בֶּ כֹּל הֵם שֶׁ הַ  
רָכוֹת הַתּוֹרָה לְמְקַיְּמֵי בְּ . 

But for those who transgress His will, they pervert the 
letter combinations, and for them, it becomes an 
aspect of a curse. 

כִים הֵם רְצוֹנוֹ, לְעוֹבְרֵי אֲבָל ירוּפִים, מַהֲפְּ הַצֵּ  
ה חִינתַ אֶצְלָם ונְעֲַשֶׂ קְלָלָה בְּ . 

As the verse states (Leviticus 26:15), "And if you 
despise My statutes," then (ibid. 26:25), "I will bring 
upon you..." 

אָמַר וּכְמוֹ "ואְִם ט״ו(: כ״ו, )ויקרא הַכָּתוּב שֶׁ  
קֹּתַי חֻ מְאָסוּ", בְּ וגְו "והְֵבֵאתִי" כ״ה(: )שם, אָז תִּ '. 

For through the wickedness of the evildoers, they 
cause the combination to be reversed from blessing 
to curse, God forbid. 

עַת ידְֵי עַל כִּי עִים, רִשְׁ יֵּהָפֵךְ גּוֹרְמִים הֵם הָרְשָׁ שֶׁ  
ירוּף רָכָה הַצֵּ ושְ חַס לִקְלָלָה מִבְּ  

And behold, it is stated in the Gemara: What are 
afflictions of love? גְּמָרָא: אִיתָא והְִנֵּה ל יסִּוּרִין אֵיזֶהוּ בַּ אַהֲבָה שֶׁ ? 

One said: Any afflictions that do not cause a 
nullification of Torah study. אֵין כָּל אָמַר: חַד הֶן שֶׁ טּוּל בָּ תּוֹרָה בִּ . 
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And another said: Both types are afflictions of love, as 
it is stated (Proverbs 3:12), "For whom the Lord loves, 
He rebukes." 

י אָמַר: וחְַד י אִידִּ ל יסִּוּרִין ואְִידִּ הֵן, אַהֲבָה שֶׁ  
נֶּאֱמַר ר "אֶת י״ב(: ג׳, )משלי שֶׁ ה׳ יאֱֶהַב אֲשֶׁ  

 ."יוֹכִיחַ
One might think this applies even if one does not 
accept them with love, לָן לֹא אֲפִלּוּ יכָוֹל מֵאַהֲבָה קִבְּ , 

therefore, the verse states: "If he offers his soul as a 
guilt offering," just as a guilt offering is brought 
knowingly, etc. 

לְמוּד ים "אִם לוֹמַר: תַּ שִׂ ם תָּ מָה – נפְַשׁוֹ" אָשָׁ  
ם וכְוּ׳ לְדַעַת אָשָׁ . 

And this will be understood with what I have written, י מַה עִם ויְוּבַן כָּתַבְתִּ שֶּׁ , 
that the wicked pervert the letter combinations from 
good to evil and to afflictions, God forbid. 

עִים כִּי כִים הָרְשָׁ ירוּף מַהֲפְּ וּלְיסִּוּרִין לְרָע מִטּוֹב הַצֵּ  
לוֹם חַס ושָׁ . 

And the afflictions atone for his sins, and the 
combination can be reversed like the material of a 
seal, 

רִים והְַיִּסּוּרִין ירוּף הוּא ויְכָוֹל עֲוֹנוֹתָיו, מְכַפְּ הַצֵּ  
יֵּהָפֵךְ חוֹתָם כְּחוֹמֶר שֶׁ , 

and it will be established like a garment of blessing, 
peace, goodness, and life. רָכָה לְבוּשׁ כְּמוֹ ויְתְִיַּצֵּב לוֹם, בְּ וחְַיִּים טוֹבָה ושָׁ . 

Therefore, it says: One might think even if he did not 
accept them with love, לָם לֹא אֲפִלּוּ "יכָוֹל אָמַר: לָזֶה מֵאַהֲבָה קִבְּ ". 

the verse states otherwise—afflictions must be 
accepted knowingly. לְמוּד לְדַעַת יסִּוּרִין אַף – וכְו׳ לוֹמַר תַּ . 

And according to our approach, this aligns with a 
great hint: that the root of these letter combinations is 
in Da’at (knowledge). 

י ועְַל רְכֵּנוּ, פִּ זֶה כִּיוּונְוּ דַּ ירוּפֵי גָּדוֹל, רֶמֶז בָּ הַצֵּ שֶׁ  
ם הַנַּ"ל אוֹתִיּוֹת רְשָׁ דַעַת הוּא שָׁ בְּ . 

And so our Sages said in this language: "Bezalel 
knew how to combine the letters with which the world 
was created." 

לְשׁוֹן רַזַ"ל אָמְרוּ וכְֵן צַלְאֵל הָיהָ "יוֹדֵעַ זֶה: בִּ בְּ  
נִּבְרָאוּ אוֹתִיּוֹת לְצָרֵף וכְוּ׳ שֶׁ ". 

For the combinations exist in Da’at, ירוּפִים הַצֵּ דַעַת הֵם שֶׁ בְּ , 
and therefore, one must elevate the afflictions to the 
level of Da’at. יהַּ צָרִיךְ ולְָכֵן עַת עַד הַיִּסּוּרִין לְהַגְבִּ הַדַּ . 

And there, the combination will be reversed to its 
original state, ם פֵךְ ושָׁ ירוּף יהָּ דֶם הַצֵּ כְּמִקֶּ , 

as it was originally a combination of blessing and 
goodness, ָהָיה ירוּף שֶׁ רָכָה הַצֵּ וטָוֹב בְּ , 

only that through his sin, he corrupted the order and 
reversed the channels. חֶטְאוֹ רַק בַּ ל שֶׁ נּוֹרוֹת והְֵפֵךְ הַשּׁוּרָה קִלְקֵּ הַצִּ . 
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And when he is atoned for through afflictions, the 
combination will return to its strength. 

ר יִּתְכַּפֵּ ירוּף יחֲַזוֹר יסִּוּרִין, ידְֵי עַל לוֹ וּכְשֶׁ הַצֵּ  
 .לְאֵיתָנוֹ

And this is [the meaning of] "And these are the 
judgments that you shall place, etc." ּה וזְֶהו טִים "ואְֵלֶּ פָּ שְׁ ר הַמִּ ים אֲשֶׁ שִׂ וגְו׳ תָּ ". 

Meaning, you shall place the judgments and laws with 
knowledge, :ׁרוּש ים פֵּ שִׂ טִים תָּ פָּ שְׁ יניִם הַמִּ לְדַעַת והְַדִּ , 

as it is written regarding the guilt offering (Isaiah 
53:10), "If he places his soul as a guilt offering." 

כָּתוּב כְּמוֹ י שֶׁ ם גַּבֵּ "אִם י׳(: נ״ג, )ישעיה אָשָׁ  
ים שִׂ ם תָּ נפְַשׁוֹ אָשָׁ ". 

Our Sages learned from this: Just as a guilt offering is 
given knowingly, so too afflictions must be accepted 
knowingly. 

מוּ שָּׂ ם "מַה רַזַ"ל: לָמְדוּ שֶׁ יסִּוּרִין אַף לְדַעַת, אָשָׁ  
 ."לְדַעַת

And behold, this is also the meaning of "you shall 
place"— ,רוּשׁ הוּא כֵּן והְִנֵּה ים הַפֵּ שִׂ "תָּ " – 

that you shall place all the judgments and laws with 
supreme knowledge, God forbid, 

ים שִׂ תָּ טִים כָּל הָעֶלְיוֹן לְדַעַת שֶׁ פָּ שְׁ יניִם הַמִּ חַס והְַדִּ  
לוֹם  ,ושָׁ

and then the letter combinations will be reversed from 
evil to good. ירוּפִים יהֵָפְכוּ ואְָז לְטוֹב מֵרָע הַצֵּ . 

And this is why Onkelos translated: "And these are 
the laws that you shall arrange before them," 

רְגֵּם וזְֶהוּ תִּ ין אוּנקְְלוֹס: שֶׁ יניָּא "ואְִלֵּ י דִּ ר דִּ סַדֵּ תְּ  
 ."קֳדָמֵיהוֹן

meaning, just as it was originally, in their proper order, :ׁרוּש הָיהָ כְּמוֹ פֵּ דֶם שֶׁ כְּסִדְרָן מִקֶּ , 
and the letter combinations were a sign of blessing 
for Israel, ּירוּפִים והְָיו רָכָה סִימַן הַצֵּ רָאֵל בְּ לְישְׂ , 

so too now, after they were reversed due to the 
wickedness of the evildoers, ְה, כָּך כוּ אַחַר עַתָּ נֶּהֶפְּ עַת ידְֵי עַל שֶׁ עִים רִשְׁ הָרְשָׁ , 

nevertheless, through afflictions, their sins have been 
atoned for, רוּ הַיִּסּוּרִין ידְֵי עַל מָקוֹם, מִכָּל עֲוֹנוֹתֵיהֶם נתְִכַּפְּ , 

and the letter combinations returned to their original 
strength. ּירוּפִים וחְָזְרו הָרִאשׁוֹן לְאֵיתָנםָ הַצֵּ . 

And understand this well. והְָבֵן 
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