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And these are the judgments, etc., and Onkelos
translated: "And these are the laws that you shall
arrange before them."
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And this requires explanation: What is the connection
between "you shall place" and translating it as "you
shall arrange"?

ina N7 "D'wR" 1Y NN R Y NN
_1_..[(-)].:1""?

It is understandable according to what our Sages said
that "you shall place" refers to the tools of the judges,
for which the term "placing" is appropriate.
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But the concept of arrangement is not included in the
meaning of "you shall place," and it should have said
'that you shall set before them."
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However, it is indeed true, as is well known, what our
Sages said: "In the beginning, He created," etc.,
meaning for the sake of the Torah, which is called
'the beginning of His way," and for the sake of Israel,
who are called "the first of His produce."
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And the Torah, the Holy One, blessed be He, and
Israel are entirely one, for Israel unites with the Holy
One, blessed be He, through the Torah.
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For behold, the entire Torah consists of combinations
of letters.
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And it is stated in Sefer Yetzirah: "He established
them in the mouth," meaning that the Holy One,
blessed be He, fixed the combinations of the letters of
the Torah in the mouth of every single Jew, to
manipulate them as he desires.
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And this is what our Sages said: "With ten utterances
the world was created." But could it not have been
created with a single utterance? Rather, this was
done to exact retribution from the wicked who destroy
[the world].
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And one must understand: Who gave power to the
wicked that they can destroy the world?
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However, with what has been said, it is understood,
for the combinations of letters were given over to
Israel, and the wicked pervert the letter combinations
from good to evil.
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And this is a great defect, for it forces the King to
clothe Himself in the combinations of evil letters.
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For from the mouth of the Most High, evil does not
emerge—on the contrary, only good does.
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However, since everything is done through letter
combinations, and the wicked pervert the
combinations from good to evil, Heaven forbid...
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IAnd this is what is written in the Torah—curses in
[Torat Kohanim and in Mishneh Torah.
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And at first glance, this is a wondrous matter.
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Behold, it is written in the Torah (Proverbs 3:17), "Her
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are
peace."
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So how could it be that so many curses, God forbid,
are written in it?
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However, this will be understood with what | have
written: that in truth, they are all blessings for those
who uphold the Torah.
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But for those who transgress His will, they pervert the
letter combinations, and for them, it becomes an
aspect of a curse.
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As the verse states (Leviticus 26:15), "And if you
despise My statutes," then (ibid. 26:25), "I will bring
upon you..."
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For through the wickedness of the evildoers, they
cause the combination to be reversed from blessing
to curse, God forbid.
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And behold, it is stated in the Gemara: What are
afflictions of love?
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One said: Any afflictions that do not cause a
nullification of Torah study.
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And another said: Both types are afflictions of love, as
it is stated (Proverbs 3:12), "For whom the Lord loves,
He rebukes."
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One might think this applies even if one does not
accept them with love,
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therefore, the verse states: "If he offers his soul as a
guilt offering," just as a guilt offering is brought
knowingly, etc.

NN — "iY9) DYX D'UN DK" :Ni7 TINYD
121 NYT7 DYUKN.

IAnd this will be understood with what | have written,
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that the wicked pervert the letter combinations from
good to evil and to afflictions, God forbid.
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IAnd the afflictions atone for his sins, and the
combination can be reversed like the material of a
seal,
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and it will be established like a garment of blessing,
peace, goodness, and life.
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Therefore, it says: One might think even if he did not
accept them with love,
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the verse states otherwise—afflictions must be
accepted knowingly.
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And according to our approach, this aligns with a
great hint: that the root of these letter combinations is
in Da’at (knowledge).
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And so our Sages said in this language: "Bezalel
knew how to combine the letters with which the world
was created."
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For the combinations exist in Da’at,
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and therefore, one must elevate the afflictions to the
level of Da’at.
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IAnd there, the combination will be reversed to its
original state,
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as it was originally a combination of blessing and
goodness,
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only that through his sin, he corrupted the order and
reversed the channels.
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And when he is atoned for through afflictions, the
combination will return to its strength.
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And this is [the meaning of] "And these are the
judgments that you shall place, etc."

Meaning, you shall place the judgments and laws with
knowledge,
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as it is written regarding the guilt offering (Isaiah
53:10), "If he places his soul as a guilt offering."
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Our Sages learned from this: Just as a guilt offering is
given knowingly, so too afflictions must be accepted
knowingly.
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And behold, this is also the meaning of "you shall
place"—
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that you shall place all the judgments and laws with
supreme knowledge, God forbid,
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and then the letter combinations will be reversed from
evil to good.
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And this is why Onkelos translated: "And these are
the laws that you shall arrange before them,"
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meaning, just as it was originally, in their proper order,
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and the letter combinations were a sign of blessing
for Israel,
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S0 too now, after they were reversed due to the
wickedness of the evildoers,
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nevertheless, through afflictions, their sins have been
atoned for,
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and the letter combinations returned to their original
strength.
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IAnd understand this well.
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