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Introduction

This discourse from Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi, the Alter Rebbe (1745-1812), is a deeply layered
mystical explanation of the power of Ahavas Yisrael and the Divine flow that comes through the
Kohanim—particularly in the blessing known as Birchas Kohanim. The Alter Rebbe, founder of Chabad
Chassidus and author of the Tanya and Shulchan Aruch HaRav, was not only a master of halacha and
philosophy but also of conveying the metaphysical structure of Hashem’s influence in this world. Drawing on
Kabbalistic sources like the Zohar and Midrash, this discourse traces the difference between limited kindness
(Chesed Olam) and expansive, unstoppable Divine flow (Rav Chesed), and how Aharon and his descendants,
through their love and blessing, channel a unique form of unimpeded Divine generosity into the physical world.

And behold, the staff of Aharon blossomed... and it produced
almonds. To understand: why almonds? (See also in Midrash
Rabbah, end of Parshas Korach.)
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Almonds ripen faster than all other fruits and produce—such as
olives, grapes, figs, etc.—which all take more time to ripen than
almonds. As it states in Midrash Rabbah, end of Koheles (15b):
What is the sign of the almond? From the moment it blossoms
until it finishes is twenty-one days.
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Therefore, it is called “shaked” (almond), which implies
speed—as it is written (Jeremiah 1): “A rod of an almond tree...
for I am shoked (watching, hastening) over My word to perform
it.”
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This is an allusion to the kehunah (priesthood), because the name
Aharon shares the same letters as “nira” (is seen/revealed). (See
further in the discourse beginning “Behaalos’cha.”)
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Through him all revelations and transmissions of Divine light
were drawn from Above downward. (See the discourse on “Ki
Imcha Mekor Chayim,” on “in Your light we see light.”)
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And the transmissions that come through him descend from the
highest levels all the way below with great speed, without any
delays.
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For behold, in Birkas HaMazon it says: “He nourishes the entire
world with His goodness, with grace and kindness”—that is, the
physical blessings originate from His upper kindness and
goodness.
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There must be a descent of that kindness through many stages of
spiritual descent (hishtalshelus) until it condenses into physical
kindness.
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But through Aharon, who is the level of “Nir’eh Or”—"in Your
light we see light”—the flow of kindness is drawn with speed,
without delay, through the worlds and many levels of
hishtalshelus, until it can be drawn and revealed below.
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(See also regarding this type of speed in RaMaZ, beginning of
Emor, page 99, etc.) Therefore, the allusion to this is the almond,
as above.
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Now, to explain the matter further: it is known the question—why
do we request every day in prayer “Heal us, Hashem,” “Bless upon
us...” if the main judgment for a person is on Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur? This question is raised in Tosafos (Shabbos 12b,
Rosh Hashanah 16a).
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But the explanation is: what is written and sealed on Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur is that a flow of kindness is drawn
upon the person’s soul.
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And this kindness, drawn from the Infinite One, is still only in the
level of Malchus of Atzilus, which is the source of Beriah,
Yetzirah, and Asiyah.
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That is what is meant by the phrase: “With His goodness, with His
grace and kindness”—i.e., His supernal kindness, which is vastly
beyond the nature of physical influence.
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And as is known from what was said by Avraham: “I am but dust
and ashes”—meaning that his love and kindness cannot even
compare to that of Atzilus, but are like dust and ashes in contrast.
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Therefore, in order that from the kindness of Atzilus will be drawn
physical influence in the world of Asiyah—as the soul requires for
its needs in the body...
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It must descend and be drawn downward through a chain of many
stages, through the chambers of Atzilus, Beriah, Yetzirah, and
Asiyah—from one chamber to another—until the kindness
condenses into material form, such as healing the sick and blessing

the years (agricultural bounty).
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(This can be understood from what is written elsewhere in the
discourse Patach Eliyahu regarding “there is no blade of grass...”;
and in the discourse Mezuzah MiYamin, concerning “three
thousand parables”; and in the discourse Mar eihem
U’Ma’aseihem, on “He does kindness to thousands™; and in Kechu
Me’itchem Terumabh.)
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And this is what our Sages meant when they said: “A person is
judged every day”—that is, he is judged according to his deeds on
that day—whether he is worthy and fitting that the supernal
kindness that was already drawn upon his soul on Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur should descend and be drawn level by level, from
chamber to chamber, so that it should pass from spiritual into
physical.
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Or perhaps the person is not worthy of it, and then the kindness
will be held back and not descend below, but will remain above in
the spiritual realm. There, he will receive greater delight in Gan
Eden because kindness was drawn to him, but it will not extend
downward into the physical realm at all.
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(And even though the statement “A person is judged every day” is
the opinion of Rabbi Yosi and Rabbi Nasan—and not the
Sages—mnevertheless, one must conclude that even according to
Rabbi Yosi and Rabbi Nasan, the primary judgment is on Rosh
Hashanah. Otherwise, how could they explain the verse: “For it is
a statute for Israel, a judgment for the G-d of Jacob,” which refers
to Rosh Hashanah?
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And also the verse: “The eyes of the Lord your G-d are upon it
from the beginning of the year...”—from which the sages in Rosh
Hashanah (8a) learned that Rosh Hashanah is the New Year for
judgment.
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Furthermore, what would be the meaning of the Rosh Hashanah
prayers—Malchiyos, Zichronos, and Shofros—and the phrase
“HaMelech HaMishpat” said during the Ten Days of Repentance?
How is this day different than any other?
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It must therefore be that Rabbi Yosi and Rabbi Nasan also agree
that Rosh Hashanah is the day of judgment. And likewise, the
sages said (Beitzah 17a): “A person’s sustenance is designated
from Rosh Hashanah to Yom Kippur”—clearly indicating that this
is agreed upon by all, and there is no disagreement about it.
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Nevertheless, they maintain that a person is also judged every
day—and this is in the manner explained above.
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And similarly, even according to the Sages who argue with Rabbi
Yosi and Rabbi Nasan, we must also say that there is some level of
judgment every day. After all, we recite all the daily requests in the
Shemoneh Esrei—even according to the Sages—as explained in
the Gemara, Shabbos (12a-b).
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And this too is as explained above, and the discussion regarding
their disagreement is not for this place. This was already explained
at length as well in the Maamar Chakur Din, Vol. 2, Ch. 1 and Ch.
20.
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Now, this influence of kindness is delayed and held back until it
actually descends and arrives below—for in each stage of descent,
from chamber to chamber, it must pass through a process of
judgment to determine whether the person is worthy for this flow
to be drawn down.
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And his judgment is examined, and there may be an accuser who
claims that the person has sinned and is not worthy of this
influence.
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(And this is what our Sages said in Bereishis Rabbah, Vayishlach,
chapter 76, on the verse “And Benayahu said, Amen, so may it
be.” The Midrash asks: was it not already said, “Behold, a son
shall be born to you—he shall be a man of peace”? Rather, many
accusers will arise from here to Gichon... see there.)
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But when the Divine light and influence is drawn through Aharon,
or through his descendants after him—the Kohanim who raise
their hands and bless the people with Birchas Kohanim—then the
influence descends swiftly through all the worlds, with no
hindrance or delay, and no judgment is examined at all.
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(Similar to what was explained regarding the verse, “But Hashem
your G-d did not desire to listen to Bilaam...”—He did not listen
to any accusation, and this was because “He loves you...” And this
is why the Kohanim say in their blessing: “Who sanctified us... to
bless His people Israel with love.”)
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Along these lines, one can explain the verse: “He sends His
command to the earth; His word runs swiftly.” The phrase “He
sends” implies when the influence descends slowly, in stages and
gradually. But “His word runs swiftly” refers to when the influence
descends quickly, as described above. (See what is written on this
elsewhere.)
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And see Bereishis Rabbah, Parshas Vaeschanan: there is a prayer
that is answered in forty days... and one that is answered in twenty
days... and one that is answered in a single day... and some even
sooner—see there. (And see elsewhere in the discourse on “Mabher,
take the garments...” in Ad Delo Yada Bein, beginning with that
phrase.)
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And this is the concept of Birchas Kohanim: “May Hashem bless
you and guard you.” And our Sages said: “May He bless you with
wealth... may He bless you with children... and guard you from
harmful forces.” As stated in Bamidbar Rabbah, Naso, chapter 11.
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That is, the supernal kindness is drawn immediately into the
physical realm—so the blessing is manifest in children, livelihood,
and all physical good. “May Hashem shine His face” refers to
illumination of His countenance; “and be gracious to you” means
that it is drawn downward, all the way to the lowest levels.
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And the root reason for this—that the kindness drawn through
Aharon descends with speed and without delay—is because “there
is kindness, and there is kindness”: Chesed Olam (everlasting
kindness), and Rav Chesed (abundant kindness). And the flow
through Aharon comes from the level of Rav Chesed, as mentioned
in the discourse on Behaalos cha.
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And as explained on the verse “And you shall make holy
garments,” this refers to a kindness without limit, which descends
and is drawn down according to His [G-d’s] traits, with no aspect
of judgment to obstruct it whatsoever.
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Whereas in Chesed Olam (eternal kindness), there is an opposing
aspect of judgment that delays it. (See elsewhere on the verse
“Chasdei Hashem ki lo tamnu.”)
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The analogy for this is, for example, a very large river whose water
flows with overwhelming force—its current cannot be obstructed.

N2 TRR3 2173 73 20 17 7Y A2 2P
n2°%7 29y 1991 X9 177973 N7I2302 K7 200
oM.

In contrast, in rivers that are not so large, the flow of water can be
delayed by wood, dirt, or similar things—until structures like
water mills or bridges are erected over them.
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But a very great river will not be hindered by such blockages.
Rather, it flows continuously as usual and sweeps away the
obstructing trees and dirt.
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So too is the analogy regarding the flow from the level of Rav
Chesed—it proceeds and draws downward with rapid force. All
judgments are pushed aside and nullified in the face of it.
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(See elsewhere on the verse “Yom le-yom yabia omer”—in the
Zohar, Terumah 136b, where it explains that “yabia” [shall pour
forth] is like “meva”—as in meva itabed—meaning to rush, as in
“He shall rush to bring their future.” That is, on Shabbos the light
and influence is also drawn down swiftly, because all judgments
are removed from it—see there.)
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And see further regarding almonds in Parshas Shemos (15:2), and
it will be understood based on what is written in Jeremiah (31:28),
that there is also “watchfulness” (s 'kida) for good and benefit.
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Similarly, it says: “For the matter is from G-d, and G-d hastens to
do it.” There were the seven years of plenty—and also the
opposite. (See in the Sefer Magen David, letter gimel, on this.)
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And the almonds mentioned in connection with the staff of
Aharon—*“and it sprouted almonds”—refer to the idea of “Kel
Elyon, who bestows good kindnesses,” and “good” here refers to
light—as in “and the light was good.” Aharon has the same letters
as nireh (“seen”)—that the light should be drawn downward to
become visible.
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And see further regarding Birchas Kohanim in the discourse
“Inyan Mesamei’ach Chassan.” (Also see in RaMaZ, Parshas
Shelach, 158, and the concept that the two types of Divine flow
are... see there.)
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[NOTE Summary:

The discourse begins by analyzing the image of Aharon’s staff blossoming with almonds.
Almonds ripen faster than any other fruit, symbolizing speed and immediacy. The Alter Rebbe
explains that this swiftness is not incidental—it reflects the nature of Aharon’s spiritual role as
the channel for a higher form of Divine kindness.

He distinguishes between two levels of kindness:

e Chesed Olam — an eternal but limited kindness. This flow must pass through many
spiritual filters (heichalos and olamos), and can be obstructed by spiritual judgments
(dinim) along the way.

e Rav Chesed — a boundless, overwhelming kindness. When drawn through the spiritual
lineage of Aharon and the Birchas Kohanim, this flow rushes downward without
obstruction. It bypasses judgment altogether, flooding all worlds until it reaches the
physical level—bringing blessing in children, health, and livelihood.

The Kohanim’s blessing—when done b ‘ahavah (with love)—activates this higher kindness. This
is why their blessing is uniquely effective: no prosecuting angels stand in the way, and no court
examines the worthiness of the recipient. The Divine flow simply descends—fast, direct, and
overflowing.

The Alter Rebbe uses the analogy of two rivers: a small river can be blocked by sticks and dirt; a
mighty river, however, rushes forward, sweeping all barriers away. So too, the kindness of Rav
Chesed—flowing through Aharon—is like a mighty river, unhindered by spiritual obstacles.

Even in prayer, some requests take 40 days, others 20, others a single day—but through the
channel of Birchas Kohanim, results can be immediate, because the source is so high and the
flow so swift. This is the meaning of “He sends His word to the earth; swiftly runs His
command.”

In closing, the Alter Rebbe ties the concept of nireh or— “visible light”—to Aharon. His name
contains the letters of nireh ("is seen"). Through his descendants and their blessings, the light of
Hashem doesn’t just remain spiritual—it becomes revealed in the lowest realms. That is the
ultimate goal: that Hashem’s goodness not remain abstract, but become tangible in this world.

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



http://chassidusnow.com/donate
http://chassidusnow.com

7''o2

Alter Rebbe
Likkutei Torah
Parshas Korach - 12 1938 7un m99 mm
Practical Takeaway

When a person receives a blessing from someone who truly loves them, it bypasses judgment.
The Alter Rebbe teaches that love draws down an unfiltered Divine flow, just as the Kohanim
do during their blessing. If you want your prayers and blessings to reach deeper and faster, you
must act like Aharon—with selfless love, peace-seeking, and genuine desire to uplift others.

This also means that each of us can become a miniature Kohen in our own lives. When we
pray or bless others with sincere love—not for show, not with judgment—our words carry the
same unstoppable spiritual energy. Love transforms the spiritual pipeline: it changes if something
will happen into when. The more we embody “Rav Chesed,” the more we open the gates for
Heaven’s goodness to flood the earth.

Chassidic Story

The Alter Rebbe once visited a small village just before Birchas Kohanim. A simple Kohen
with a rustic appearance stood up to recite the blessing. The Alter Rebbe turned to his students
and said, “Watch carefully.”

After the service, the students asked what he had seen. The Rebbe explained:

“When that Kohen raised his hands and said, ‘May Hashem bless you and guard you,’ the angels
of judgment tried to object: ‘This man is unlearned, and the people here are not righteous!” But
in Heaven, they saw that this Kohen loved every Jew in the shul with a full heart. His blessing
came from that love. And from the side of Rav Chesed, no prosecuting angel may speak.

The blessing flew past the chambers of Atzilus and Beriah and landed—right here, right
now—Ilike lightning. That is Birchas Kohanim.”

Source: Beis Rebbe, vol. 2; oral traditions from Reb Hillel Paritcher. END NOTE]
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