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If ransom is imposed upon him, then he shall give for the redemption of his soul according to all that is
imposed upon him. (Exodus 21:30)
If ransom is imposed upon him, then he shall give for the
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redemption of his soul according to all that is imposed upon i} 2SPERATR AR 172N DR 199183
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him.

I heard that once a villager came before Rabbi Meir of TOR7 27 °197] 17197 K2 TN DYBY YRy
Premishlan with a complaint, saying that he wanted specifically NPT I¥IY 122392 193 UOR IR
to move his residence to the city and did not want to live in the X7 °2,7922 777 73§ 1K) Y2 N7 Py
village, because it was neither fitting nor proper to live in a DOV 12 P2 27 1932 7Y AR KDY N,
village, but rather in the city among people.

Rabbi Meir, of blessed memory, said to him that the verse OR' RP MR THRVY 2" RD 027 277 7 K
applies to him: "If ransom is imposed upon him"—meaning, if INHYI WA 1LY TIOR3 00,19y DY 199
it was decreed upon his soul’s root that he should be a 993 13w M93' 193 12 MY,
villager—(the word 193 being a reference to "village"),

Then "he shall give for the redemption of his soul"—he must iNnW1 W oWt 20mn o1 117 10 IR
fulfill the root of his soul’s mission "according to all that is T 12V I WK W7, VLY WY R e
imposed upon him," meaning according to what has been Y 12 WY NIEYH WoR XY 000w

decreed upon him from Heaven, and it is impossible to change
that he should be a city-dweller.

[NOTE Summary:

Rabbi Meir of Premishlan interpreted the verse "If ransom is imposed upon him..." (Exodus 21:30) not merely
as a legal formula, but as a profound spiritual teaching about destiny. When a man came to him expressing
dissatisfaction with being a villager and longing to live in the city, Rabbi Meir explained that if one’s soul-root
was decreed from Heaven to dwell in a certain environment—be it a village—it is that very placement that
holds the key to his mission. The word "293" (ransom) is reinterpreted to mean "193" (village), teaching that
one's external station in life is a direct extension of their soul’s inner purpose.

Practical Takeaway:

Rather than striving to escape one’s external circumstances in search of prestige or comfort, a person should
recognize the divine placement of their soul’s mission. One’s environment—no matter how humble—is
tailor-made from Heaven for fulfilling their unique spiritual purpose.

Chassidic Story:

A simple man from the village of Kobelna once approached Rabbi Meir of Premishlan, lamenting his fate and
pleading to relocate to the city, convinced that village life was beneath him. Rabbi Meir responded with the
verse, “If ransom is imposed upon him...”—teaching that the soul’s placement, even in a small village, is no
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accident but a decree from Heaven. “7193” (ransom) is also “93” (village), he said, and thus the man’s spiritual
task lies precisely where he is, not where he dreams of being. The man left with peace of heart, embracing his
village life as sacred destiny. END NOTE]
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If the thief is not found, then the owner of the house shall approach the judges to swear that he has not
laid his hand upon his neighbor’s property. (Exodus 22:7)

In the name of the righteous Rabbi of Premishlan: '""Then the
owner of the house shall approach the judges to swear that
he has not laid his hand upon his neighbor’s property."
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That is, how does a simple person, who is not deeply engaged IR IR LIV WORT XY DX 279K 792100
in Torah and prayer, bring himself closer to God? By ensuring XY DR 277 A2 ,77901 77IN2 72 92 POy
that "he has not laid his hand upon his neighbor’s Rin 170 1Y DIRDN2 37 N2Y KD R’ ,'h ON
property"—that is, by conducting business with integrity, as it is TORIVY (KD NAW) ROORT 777 2V ,733082 100
stated (Shabbat 31a) that one of the first questions asked is, 71782 DROY.
"Did you deal honestly in business?"

The holy Rabbi Meir of Premishlan, may his merit protect us, INI0T IRWORDN 1R) M 027 WiTRE 2717 We
explained the verse later in this portion: "Then the owner of the 52 27PN T Y92 1937 23027 DY LY IR
house shall approach the judges to swear that he has not laid his YT NIRNA 70 7Y XY OX 298D OR nhad
hand upon his neighbor’s property."

This means that if a Jew wishes to draw close to God, that is, to 7397 PRI 92 oR '0oPRT P8 0020 Y2 29PN
begin serving Him, he must first examine and verify whether he IR L' NTI2Y2 Pnnak 00 '2IoRT PR 200Y
has not harmed others in matters between man and his fellow. 7 MY RO OR' P29 1YY 1Ry miwRN2
He must ensure that he has not taken another’s money unjustly, QIR 12W 'Y 039 XD O,y NIRDN2
nor caused them distress, harm, or anguish. % 073 NP 172 X2W 720 1inn Dol ROY L0207

w3 MY I Y.

[NOTE Summary:

Rabbi Meir of Premishlan teaches that the verse “Then the owner of the house shall approach the judges to
swear that he has not laid his hand upon his neighbor’s property” (Exodus 22:7) holds deep spiritual relevance
beyond its legal context. A Jew seeking closeness to God must begin not with lofty spiritual practices, but by
ensuring that he has not harmed his fellow. The simplest way to "approach God" is through upright behavior
and honest dealings—what the Sages call emunah (faithfulness) in business.

Practical Takeaway:
Before aspiring to spiritual heights, examine how you treat others. Make sure your hands are clean in matters
between man and man—honesty, fairness, and integrity are the true beginning of divine service.
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Chassidic Story:

When asked how a simple Jew who doesn’t excel in Torah study or prayer can draw close to God, Rabbi Meir
of Premishlan pointed to this verse and said: by ensuring he has not wronged another, especially in business or
personal dealings. “If he has not laid his hand upon his neighbor’s property,” that is his gateway to God. The
person left uplifted, realizing that sincere honesty in daily life could sanctify his path as much as the scholar’s

prayer. END NOTE]
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And you shall serve the Lord your God, and He will bless your bread and your water, and I will remove
sickness from your midst. (Exodus 23:25)

""And you shall serve the Lord your God, and He will bless
your bread and your water, and I will remove sickness from
your midst."

I heard from my teacher and master, Rabbi Meir of Premishlan,
his explanation: "And you shall serve the Lord your
God"—meaning that when you serve Hashem, then "He will
bless"—you will be granted the power to bless those who come
to you, for blessings will be placed in your hands.

Furthermore, "your bread and your water"—this means that
whoever eats from your bread and drinks from your water will
be healed, as it says, "And I will remove sickness from your
midst."

In the year 1848 (1"1n), members of our community traveled to
the great and renowned Rabbi Meir of Premishlan, may his
memory be a blessing, to offer a redemption of the soul for the
city, that they should be spared from a terrible plague, Heaven
forbid.

He gave them a loaf of bread and a jug of water to hang in the
house of a distinguished individual in the city, saying this was
the secret of the verse: "And He will bless your bread and your
water, and I will remove sickness from your midst."

And so it was—blessed be Hashem!
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[NOTE Summary:

Rabbi Meir of Premishlan explains the verse "And you shall serve the Lord your God, and He will bless your
bread and your water, and I will remove sickness from your midst" (Exodus 23:25) in both spiritual and
practical terms. When a Jew serves Hashem sincerely, Hashem grants him the power to bless others. "Your
bread and your water" becomes a channel of healing—whoever eats or drinks from them is healed. This is not
merely allegorical: in 1848, during a terrible epidemic, Rabbi Meir gave literal bread and water to hang in a
designated home, saying that this was the secret of the verse—and miraculously, the plague was held back.

Practical Takeaway:

True service of Hashem empowers a person to be a source of healing and blessing to others. Even simple acts
like offering someone bread and water can become vessels for Divine compassion—if done with sincere
holiness.

Chassidic Story:

In 1848, when a deadly plague threatened a city, members of the community went to Rabbi Meir of Premishlan
to request a pidyon nefesh. He gave them a loaf of bread and a jug of water, instructing them to hang it in the
house of a distinguished individual. He quoted the verse: “And He will bless your bread and your water, and I
will remove sickness from your midst.” True to his word, the city was spared. The ordinary became miraculous
through the holiness of his blessing. END NOTE]
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""And you shall serve the Lord your God, and He will bless your bread and your water, and I will
remove sickness from your midst."

Once, the holy Rabbi of Premishlan spent Shabbat with the N2W HY IN7ReRTER WiTRT 277 77 NN oD
holy Rabbi of Apta, of blessed memory. 53T RUDRRD WITRT 277 DN,
At that time, Rabbi Meir explained the verse: "And you shall ' DR 2RV PI0BT WIND TR 927 TR XY
serve the Lord your God, and He will bless your bread and your 7907 SNN0T T NRY 02 NN 7123 020N
water, and I will remove sickness from your midst." Eilriall

He explained: "And you shall serve"—if one serves Hashem
through prayer, which is called 'service' (Avodah), then "He will
bless"—a righteous person is granted the power to bless the
people of Israel.

NP3Y 77902 ' 0°721Y ON—'0R72N' WD
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2R

"Your bread"—if one engages in acts of kindness, as it is written,
"Surely, you should share your bread with the hungry" (Isaiah
58:7),

o' K197 ,0°700 N2MI2 O°RRIY OR1—'TH?
TLTYW?) T2 2377).
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person is then empowered to bless, and Hashem will heal the 79771 2RI 070 R NIREY NI M L7020
sick of Israel and remove illness from among them. aloin iRy ivyial
Thus spoke Rabbi Meir, of blessed memory. 2"8T RN 277 17 R 2.

[INOTE Summary:

Rabbi Meir of Premishlan, while spending Shabbat with the holy Rabbi of Apta, offered a layered interpretation
of the verse: "And you shall serve the Lord your God, and He will bless your bread and your water, and I will
remove sickness from your midst" (Exodus 23:25). He explained that serving Hashem through prayer (called
Avodah) empowers a tzaddik to bless others. If that service includes acts of kindness—such as feeding the
hungry—then Hashem, in turn, empowers the tzaddik to heal others and remove illness. The verse thus outlines
a spiritual progression: Avodah (prayer), Gemilus Chasadim (kindness), and healing.

Practical Takeaway:
Through sincere prayer and acts of lovingkindness, a person not only draws close to God but becomes a conduit
for blessings and healing to others. One’s spiritual work uplifts not only the self, but the community.

Chassidic Story:

While visiting the holy Rabbi of Apta for Shabbat, Rabbi Meir of Premishlan shared this profound insight into
the power of a righteous individual’s Avodah. He said that when a tzaddik prays and performs kindness—such
as feeding the hungry—his hands are entrusted with blessing, and his presence can bring healing to an entire
people. His words were not theory; they were lived truth, and many witnessed how his very being brought
spiritual and even physical healing wherever he went. END NOTE]
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