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Introduction

Menachem Mendel of Horodok (1730—-1788), one of the foremost disciples of the Maggid of Mezeritch and
later a Chassidic leader who settled in Tiberias, emphasized constant inner renewal, the struggle against the
inclination, and complete attachment to Hashem. In this maamar he explains the blessing given to Avraham, the
spiritual process of battling the yetzer, the concept of nullifying the middos, and the deep connection formed

through emunah and yirah.

And Hashem blessed Avraham in everything. In the Midrash
it says: it was because of the tithes, as it is stated: “And he
gave him a tithe of everything” (">:7”> n>wxa2).

And the matter is according to the words of the Zohar on “And
Avraham was old, coming in days” ("X:7”> n°wX12); see there.
And to explain the idea with pleasant expression: as our Sages
said about Barzilai the Gileadite, who was eighty years old, and
he said: “Can I discern between good and bad? Shall your
servant taste what I eat?”” (7"2:0 2 HRww). And our Sages said
he was steeped in immoral desire, and old age leapt upon him.

And behold, truly concerning all worldly desires it is said: “So
is the way of an adulterous man: he eats and wipes his mouth”
('2:"% *5wn), meaning that one who is addicted is never satisfied.

And so our Sages said: regarding all desires, a person does not
die with half his desire fulfilled. Therefore they age a person’s
mind, for his mind is never settled and he always desires. And
Scripture says: “The desire of the slothful kills him” (>5wn
1772:X"2), and also the verse: “Hope prolonged makes the heart
sick” (27:a7 “Hwn).

And behold, in this manner one may find in the service of
Hashem that the word of Hashem is precious to attain, and it is
impossible to be satisfied from it. For whoever is greater than
his fellow perceives the depth of the exalted hiddenness beyond
him, and all his attainments are considered as nothing and
naught to him. As the verse says: “And wisdom shall be found
from nothingness™ (27°:11”2 21°X). For He, may He be blessed, is
infinite, and likewise all His revelations are infinite.
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But the essence of the service is the bonding to Him, may He be
blessed, in every trait and every situation that overpowers a
person. For a person’s inclination overpowers him every day.
And even if yesterday it overpowered him and cast him down,
and the spirit of Hashem rested upon him to connect to Him in
that trait, nevertheless the inclination attacks him tomorrow in
another way, even more difficult.

And even if he defeats it every day “in the shadow of the
Almighty” ("R:X”% 0°%70) and “in the secret place of the Most
High,” nevertheless the inclination strengthens itself to cast him
into its net forever. Unless the person strengthens himself so
greatly that he goes free, not to use that trait for himself at all,
and does not benefit from it except by using it for the service of
his Creator, may He be blessed.

As David HaMelech, peace be upon him, said: “And my heart is
hollow within me” (272:0"p 0°%1n). Then the inclination rests
from him, for with what can it ensnare him, if he has no
enjoyment whatsoever to use that trait for himself, and on the
contrary, he suffers from it? As our Sages said: the good of the
wicked is evil for the righteous.

And this manner is called redemption and the building of the
Beis HaMikdash in his days, for “days” are called “middos.”
And now he is redeemed in this trait from the struggle with the
inclination.

And as long as there is no redemption, the inclination wrestles
with him, with no difference between once, twice, or a hundred
times. And if, Heaven forbid, his sins ensnare him even on the
tenth of one hundred and one, the earlier days fall.

Meaning: all the strength with which he overcame the inclination
until then—by hidden intellect and holy inspiration—he places
into the kelipah in that moment, and no standing remains from
the earlier strength.
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For now, after knowing great counsel and wisdom, and having
ruled over his inclination, he now brings even these sparks of
holiness into the kelipah; and how can he rise again by the same
counsel?

As our Sages said: any generation in which the Beis HaMikdash
is not built is as if it were destroyed, meaning: if it is not built
through overcoming the inclination, then when the inclination
defeats him it is destroyed—bringing holy sparks into the
kelipah.

And since the inclination now overpowers him, he must seek and

strengthen himself in another way, with new counsel and might
for battle, for the inclination no longer quiets through the former
counsel.

But the essential matter is faith in that which no eye sees and no
ear hears and no intellect grasps, for Hashem alone is exalted;
and afterward comes strengthening of awe, which follows faith,
for they are one simple unity.

And this is what brings connection to Him in every trait, for
these matters stand at the height of the world and break all
desires and all kelipos.

And when he strengthens these within himself, all workers of
iniquity scatter like wax melting before fire, and he rules his
spirit and is not captured.

And this is the meaning of “And Avraham was old, coming in
days,” meaning: in the middos he entered old age. And the
meaning of old age is the nullification of childhood and youth,
which are emptiness, like in the physical world—through using
his senses all his life, in his old age they weaken, and the more
one uses them, the more old age leaps upon him.

So is the path of Hashem: after one strengthens himself in his
middos to use them for His service and not for any personal
pleasure at all, he goes out from the middos and they nullify,
binding himself to Him always without interruption.
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And this is “And Hashem blessed Avraham in everything,” for PWRNIT °9 ,992 077X DX 7772 "M
connection is called “everything,” for it joins two into one, as in D NN, TR DAY 9793 XITY L9 NP
the saying “For everything is in the heavens and the earth.” TN Dnwa Dan.
And the Midrash said: “Because of the tithes,” as it says, “And 2 1071 MRIY NINRYRT 2awa W TRT e
he gave him a tithe of everything” (Genesis 14:20). For it is IRYIY R IIT 0D (D077 NOWRI) DOn vn
known that fear is called the tithe, for it is the final hei, and it is ,29n YR XITY NI0R K7 ROTY WY DRI
the tithe of all—meaning a tithe from the connection. And from TR 1Y L, 3TD NMINYRNAT 10 YD Wi
fear and faith he merited the connection. 259 2732 NIWRNIT O 727 IR

[NOTE Summary:

The maamar opens with “And Hashem blessed Avraham in everything,” which the Midrash attributes to the
merit of tithes. The teaching explains that Avraham’s blessing of “everything” (“kol”) refers to deveikus that
unifies opposites into oneness. This comes through refining the middos so completely that they no longer serve
personal pleasure but only the service of Hashem.

The maamar describes the daily battle with the yetzer. Even after many victories, if one stumbles even once, the
spiritual gains of earlier days can fall into the kelipah—just as any generation in which the Beis HaMikdash is
not built is considered as if it were destroyed. Therefore, one must constantly seek new strategies and renewed
strength, because old methods may no longer quiet the yetzer.

True ascent begins with emunah in what cannot be seen or grasped, followed automatically by yirah, which is a
“tenth,” the “maaser” drawn from the whole. From this union of emunah and yirah one merits the connection
called “kol,” the blessing Avraham received. This connection breaks all kelipos, scattering them like wax
melting before fire.

Practical Takeaway

A person cannot rely on yesterday’s spiritual victories. The yetzer changes its tactics daily, and the same
spiritual tools do not always work twice. Renewal comes from fresh emunah and yirah, from rejecting personal
pleasure within one’s middos, and from using them solely for Hashem. When one does so, deveikus becomes
constant, and all obstacles dissolve before the fire of holiness.

Chassidic Story

After settling in Tiberias, Menachem Mendel of Horodok faced poverty, harsh conditions, and great challenges.
One Shabbos, a fierce windstorm threatened to destroy the small homes the Chassidim had built. Many
panicked, but the Rebbe walked outside wrapped in his tallis and began singing Shabbos zemiros with fiery joy.
His holy voice rose above the storm, and the winds suddenly weakened as if retreating from his presence.
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After Shabbos he explained, “When a wind of confusion rises, it means the yetzer has found a new way to
attack. Yesterday’s counsel will not silence it. One must find new connection—a deeper emunah—and then the
wind cannot stand before it.”

This story reflects the essence of the maamar: the yetzer’s attacks shift constantly, but renewed emunah and
yirah disperse all kelipos like melting wax and restore full spiritual mastery.

END NOTE]
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