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The last of Pesach, from the talks of the last day of Pesach (at the Seudas Mashiach), 1991

Introduction

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson (1902—1994), the Lubavitcher Rebbe, was the seventh leader of
Chabad-Lubavitch and one of the most influential Jewish thinkers of the modern era. His maamarim weave

together halachah, Kabbalah, and practical avodah into a unified worldview. In this maamar, the Rebbe
analyzes the unique My°2p of a year in which Pesach falls on Shabbos and aligns with Parshas Shemini,
revealing how this convergence highlights the deepest theme of Sefiras HaOmer: drawing down a level that
transcends the world into the structure of the world itself, culminating in the revelation of Geulah.

(X)
From the special qualities of the Festival of Pesach in the fixed
pattern of this year, regarding the days of the week, that its
beginning, the first day of Pesach, and its conclusion, the last
day of Pesach, in the Diaspora, and in the Land of Israel Isru
Chag, fall on the day of Shabbat
And regarding the weekly Torah portion, in the portion of
Shemini. And the connection and relation between them, the
fixed pattern in Shabbat and in the portion of Shemini, is
emphasized more in the change in the reading of the portion of
Shemini, in which the Festival of Pesach falls
because of the fixed pattern of Pesach on Shabbat, that when the
Festival of Pesach falls on the day of Shabbat, we read “And it
was on the eighth day” eight times over the course of three
weeks (Vayikra 9:1)
And as is known the saying, “Shemini, eight, fat,” that when we
read “And it was on the eighth day” eight times, the entire year,
which begins from the Festival of Pesach, the head of the
festivals (Rosh Hashanah 4a), becomes a “fat year”
meaning that the concept of the eighth is drawn in a manner of
permanence and strength upon and within the entire year

And since all matters of the Torah, and in our case the fixed
pattern of the festivals, are with ultimate precision, it is
reasonable to say that there is a connection and relation between
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the fixed pattern of Pesach on Shabbat and its fixed pattern in
the portion of Shemini

in which the Festival of Pesach falls, and it is necessary to
understand the connection and relation of the fixed pattern of
Pesach on Shabbat and in the portion of Shemini

for seemingly Shabbat and Shemini are two different concepts,
as is known that the day of Shabbat is one of the seven days of
creation, the seven days of the cycle

and the eighth day is above the seven days of the cycle, to the
extent that the number seven is 711 and the number eight is holy,
for this number is designated to Him, may He be blessed
meaning that even the level of holiness of the day of Shabbat is
related to the world, the completion of the world, as our Rabbis
of blessed memory said, “What was the world lacking? Rest;
Shabbat came, rest came” (Bereishis Rabbah 10:9)

and it is not comparable to the holiness of the eighth, which is
above the world, designated to Him, may He be blessed

()
And there is to explain first the advantage of the fixed pattern of
Pesach that falls on Shabbat, as we find regarding the counting
of the Omer
On the verse “And you shall count for yourselves from the
morrow of the Shabbat ... seven complete weeks they shall be”
(Vayikra 23:15), it is stated in the Midrash, “When are they
complete, at a time when there is no Yeshua and Shechanya
between them”
And the Matnos Kehunah explains, in the name of the Rokeach,
when Rosh Chodesh Nissan comes on Shabbat, Pesach will
come on Shabbat and they will begin to count on Motzaei
Shabbat, and then the weeks are complete like the six days of
creation
And it is explained elsewhere that even though the explanation
of “from the morrow of the Shabbat” is not from the morrow of
the Shabbat of Pesach as the opinion of the Baitusim, but rather
from the morrow of the festival day
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also when Pesach falls in the middle of the week as in most
years, and the explanation of “complete weeks” is not complete
like the six days of creation, but weeks complete in their
counting and from time to time, when you begin to count from
the evening

nevertheless since the verse is precise, “and you shall count for
yourselves from the morrow of the Shabbat ... seven complete
weeks they shall be,” it is understood that when Pesach falls on
Shabbat and they begin to count on Motzaei Shabbat, there is a
greater completeness in the complete weeks (Vayikra 23:15)
complete also like the six days of creation, complete in their
completeness, and it requires explanation and clarification what
is the reason that the command of counting the Omer in all the
years is written in the Torah in a language that emphasizes a
greater completeness

that belongs specifically to special years in which Pesach falls
on Shabbat, “and you shall count for yourselves from the
morrow of the Shabbat ... seven complete weeks,” that the
beginning of the counting is from the morrow of the Shabbat
literally, and then the weeks are complete like the six days of
creation (Vayikra 23:15)

and it is reasonable to say that the completeness of Shabbat,
which is alluded to in the language of the verse “and you shall
count for yourselves from the morrow of the Shabbat ... seven
complete weeks,” belongs to the general concept of counting the
Omer in all the years

but this concept is revealed with greater emphasis when Pesach
falls on Shabbat, and from this one learns also regarding the
general concept of counting the Omer in the rest of the years, as
will be explained later

*
And it will be understood by prefacing the precision in the

language of the verse, “and you shall count for yourselves from
the morrow ...,” from the morrow of the day that precedes it,
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and not from a specific day, that the counting of the Omer is
from the morrow of Pesach

for seemingly it requires understanding, it is known that the
Festival of Pesach is on the name of skipping and passing over,
its concept is revelation of G-dliness that is above the world,
there was revealed upon them the King of kings of kings, the
Holy One blessed be He, in His honor and in His essence, and
redeemed them

which is not so the counting of the Omer, its concept is the
service of man in refinement and elevation of the seven middos,
which are included from seven, from kindness of kindness until
kingship of kingship, that in each day from the forty nine days
there is made the refinement of a particular middah

these are the refinement of the middos in the soul of man, and
also the refinement of the world as a whole, which was created
by the seven middos above

as we say in the wording of the prayer after the counting of the
Omer, that the souls of Your people Israel should be purified,
and I will be purified and sanctified with the holiness from
above, and through this there will be drawn abundant flow in all
the worlds

and since Pesach and the counting of the Omer are matters that
are different and separate from each other, what is the emphasis
that the counting of the Omer is from the morrow, in proximity
and continuation to Pesach

and it is to add that this question is emphasized more in the

precision of the language “from the morrow of the Shabbat,” and

not from the morrow of the festival day, that the Festival of
Pesach is called here by the name Shabbat

for behold the difference between the festivals, that their
beginning is with the Festival of Pesach, the head of the year for
the festivals (Rosh Hashanah 4a), and Shabbat, is that the
holiness of the festivals depends on Beis Din, the service of man

as it is written, “the appointed times of Hashem which you shall
call them” (Vayikra 23:2), read it you shall call them, you, Israel,
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are the ones who sanctify them for the times (Rosh Hashanah
25a)

which is not so Shabbat, that it sanctifies itself and exists from
above (Beitzah 17a), and nevertheless the verse emphasizes that
the counting of the Omer, the service of man, is from the
morrow, in proximity and continuation to Shabbat

And one may further ask: this question is emphasized even more
by the precision in the wording “from the morrow of the
Shabbos” (and not “from the morrow of the Yom Tov”)—for

’5'

here, the festival of Pesach is referred to as “Shabbos
For the difference between Yomim Tovim—whose beginning is
with Pesach, the “Rosh HaShanah for festivals”—and Shabbos,
is that the holiness of Yomim Tovim depends on the Beis Din
(i.e., the work of man), as it is written<sup>26</sup> “The
appointed festivals of Hashem that you shall declare,” [which is]
read as “you shall declare them”—Israel sanctifies the
times<sup>28</sup>,

whereas Shabbos is sanctified and stands [on its own] from
above<sup>29</sup>. And yet, the verse emphasizes that the
Counting of the Omer (which is man’s avodah) is from the
morrow (in continuation of) the Shabbos.

Q)
And it can be said the explanation in this, that in the emphasis of
the connection of the counting of the Omer to the Festival of
Pesach, that the counting of the Omer is from the morrow of
Pesach, is hinted the content and the novelty that is in the
counting of the Omer
that the service of man, the counting of the Omer, is not only in
matters that belong to the definitions of man and the world, but
also in drawing down and revealing matters that are above the
definitions of man and the world
meaning that the matters of the Festival of Pesach that are above
the world, that were revealed by the Holy One blessed be He,
will be drawn and revealed in inwardness, in man and in the
world, through the service of man
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that through this there are the two advantages together,
revelation of G-dliness that is above the world, and together with
this it is drawn and penetrates within the definitions of the world
and through the service of man in the world

and this matter is hinted and explained in the verse, “and you
shall count for yourselves from the morrow of the Shabbat ...
seven complete weeks they shall be, until the morrow of the
seventh Shabbat you shall count fifty days” (Vayikra 23:15-16)
“from the morrow of the Shabbat,” its explanation is from a
level that is above the Shabbat, meaning a level that is above
also the completeness of the world, Shabbat, completely above
the definitions of the world

and this is the reason that the verse emphasizes the connection to
the Festival of Pesach in the language “from the morrow of the
Shabbat” and not “from the morrow of the festival day,” to teach
about the level of the revelation of the Festival of Pesach

that it is above not only the festival day which depends on the
service of the children of Israel, but also above Shabbat which
sanctifies itself and exists, completely above the definitions of
the world

and upon this it is said, “and you shall count for yourselves from
the morrow of the Shabbat,” that the service of the counting of
the Omer is to draw from the level that is above the definitions
of the world, from the morrow of the Shabbat

that it should be revealed and penetrate within the definitions of
the world, seven weeks, and through this the seven weeks are
complete, since in the seven weeks, the definitions of the world,
there is drawn and revealed and until they become permeated
with the true completeness that is above the definitions of the
world

and the verse continues, “until the morrow of the seventh
Shabbat you shall count fifty days,” that through this one comes
to a level that is higher than the seventh Shabbat, this is the
concept of the fiftieth gate of Binah, which has no comparison to
the seven middos through which the world was created
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and this is the true completeness of the world, that is made
through the service of the counting of the Omer, seven complete
weeks they shall be, that there is drawn and revealed within it
also the level that is above the definitions of the world, which is
the revelation of the giving of the Torah

()
And this matter is recognizable in a revealed way in Pesach that
falls on Shabbat, and by prefacing that even though in the
Midrash there is explained only the completeness of the days of
the counting
that when they begin to count on Motzaei Shabbat, then the
Shabbats are complete like the six days of creation, nevertheless
since this advantage is when Pesach falls on Shabbat, it is
reasonable to say that the completeness is also in Pesach itself
for according to the explanation of “complete Shabbats,” like the
six days of creation, the explanation of “from the morrow of the
Shabbat,” Pesach, is the morrow of Shabbat of creation, Pesach
that falls on Shabbat
and the explanation in this is that regarding the Festival of
Pesach, when it falls on Shabbat, there is recognizable in a
revealed way the skipping and the passing over, Pesach, also
with regard to the completeness of Shabbat, from the morrow of
the Shabbat
meaning a skipping and passing over above the definitions of the
world, and regarding the days of the counting, that when the
beginning of the counting is on Motzaei Shabbat, from the
morrow of the Shabbat literally
and then the Shabbats are complete like the six days of creation,
there is recognizable in a revealed way that the level that is
above the definitions of the world, from the morrow of the
Shabbat, is drawn and penetrates within the definitions of the
world, the days of creation

and from this it is understood that the two extremes that are in
the general concept of the counting of the Omer, in all the years,
revelation of a level that is above the world, from the morrow of
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the Shabbat, and its drawing within the definitions of the world, yay") 07V 7732 Anwnm ("N ngnn”)

seven Shabbats "Ninav)

are recognizable in a revealed way and with emphasis in Pesach : : :
NIW3 0¥ No93 MWATI 21233 07123

that falls on Shabbat

"
And in more particular detail, the completeness of the days of
the counting is emphasized in Pesach that falls on Shabbat, in 777907 T MNPV NYITH — TNi NPYIe:m
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and when the fixed pattern of the seven days of the counting of
the Festival of Pesach, from the second day of Pesach until the
last day of Pesach, is in accordance with the seven days of the
week, when Pesach falls on Shabbat

there are recognizable in a revealed way and with emphasis the
two extremes that are in the counting of the Omer, revelation of
a level that is above the world, from the morrow of the Shabbat,
on the first day of Pesach that falls on Shabbat

a skipping and passing over also with regard to the completeness
of the world, Shabbat, and all the more so on the last day of
Pesach, the completion and fullness of the Festival of Pesach,
that falls on Shabbat

that it is recognizable in a revealed way even more that it is
completely above the definitions of the world, since it is the
eighth day of Pesach, the level of the eighth that is above the
seven days of the cycle
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even in relation to the seven days of Pesach, whose concept is
skipping and passing over above the world, and its drawing
within the definitions of the world, seven Shabbats

that the skipping and passing over in Pesach itself that falls on
Shabbat, whose main part is from the second day of Pesach, a
skipping and passing over also with regard to the first day of
Pesach, and it goes and increases in the skipping and passing
over over the course of seven days

is within the seven days of the week, the definitions of the
world, and not only this, but that it is drawn within the seven
middos that are within the middah of chesed, through which the
building of the world is made

as it is written, “for I said, the world will be built with chesed”
(Tehillim 89:3), and from this it is also understood regarding the
building of the world through the service of man, that its main
aspect is through the service in the refinement of the middah of
chesed

(%)

And in more particular detail, in the Festival of Pesach itself,
regarding the last, the eighth, of Pesach that falls on Shabbat

first of all, that the level of the eighth, which is above the seven
days of the cycle of Pesach, is drawn and penetrates into the day
of Shabbat

in which there is made the completion, “and they were
completed” (Bereishis 2:1), of all the six days of creation, the
completion of the world

including and especially the completion of the world that is
through the service of man, as our Rabbis of blessed memory
said, “whoever says Vayechulu on the eve of Shabbat becomes a
partner with the Holy One blessed be He in the work of
creation” (Shabbos 119b)

and further and mainly, the last day of Pesach is the second
festival day of the diaspora of the seventh of Pesach, in which
there was the completion and fullness of the exodus from Egypt
through the splitting of the Sea of Reeds
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and it is explained in the discourses of Chassidus that in the
splitting of the Sea of Reeds there was made the connection of
sea and dry land, the concealed world and the revealed world,
Atzilus and Beriah Yetzirah Asiyah

and in this itself in two ways, the opinion of the Zohar that the
connection is in a manner of elevation from below to above, and
the opinion of the Arizal that the connection is in a manner of
drawing from above to below

and these and these are the words of the living G-d (Eruvin 13b),
that the connection is in both ways, from above to below and
from below to above

and from this it is understood that also in the splitting of the Sea
of Reeds, the matter of the seventh of Pesach, that the last day of
Pesach is its second festival day, there is emphasized revelation
of a level that is above the world that is drawn and penetrates
within the definitions of the world

since the connection of sea, a level that is above the world, and
dry land, the world, is both in a manner of revelation and
drawing from above and in a manner of elevation from below

and it is to add that this matter is also emphasized in the
connection of the seventh of Pesach and the last of Pesach, two
days of one festival day

that the festival day of the seventh of Pesach is from the Torah,
in which is emphasized primarily the revelation from above, and
the festival day of the last of Pesach is from the Rabbis

in which is emphasized primarily the drawing and effect from
within and within the definitions of the world, and through this
there is added an even greater elevation, as understood from the
saying of our Rabbis, “more severe and more pleasant are the
words of the Scribes than the words of the Torah” (Eruvin 21b)

(™)
According to this it is possible to explain also the connection
and relation of the fixed pattern of Pesach on Shabbat to its fixed
pattern in the portion of Shemini
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even though Shabbat and Shemini are two levels that are
different and separate from each other, that Shabbat indicates the
completeness of the world and Shemini indicates a level that is
above the world

as mentioned earlier, nevertheless the Shabbat of Pesach, about
which it is said “from the morrow of the Shabbat,” is in a
manner of skipping and passing over above the completeness of
the world, the level of Shemini

and from this it is understood that the level of “from the morrow
of the Shabbat,” the level of Shemini, that is recognizable in a
revealed way in Pesach that falls on Shabbat

a skipping and passing over also with regard to the completeness
of the world, is with even greater emphasis in the Shabbat of
Pesach that is in the portion of Shemini, Shemini within Shemini
and in more particular detail, the connection and relation of the
fixed pattern of Pesach on Shabbat and in the portion of
Shemini, skipping and passing over also with regard to the
completeness of the world of Shabbat, the level of Shemini

is emphasized in the reading of “and it was on the eighth day”
eight times, as mentioned earlier, the level of the eighth within
the level of eighth itself (Vayikra 9:1)

and among them, in the Mincha of Shabbat of the first day of
Pesach, about which it is said “from the morrow of the Shabbat,”
and even more in the Mincha of Shabbat of the day of the eighth
of Pesach

and this matter is also emphasized in the completeness that is in
the days of the counting, “seven complete weeks they shall be,”
complete like the six days of creation

through this that in the definitions of the world, the days of
creation, there is drawn the level that is above the world, from
the morrow of the Shabbat

that the seven days of the week, from the first day until the day
of Shabbat, of the first week that is connected with the middah
of chesed, the first and essential middah through which the
building of the world is made
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are in the portion of Shemini, that they are permeated with the
revelation of the level of Shemini that is above the world

()
According to this it is possible to explain also the advantage of
the fixed pattern of this year, that Pesach falls on Shabbat and in
the portion of Shemini, regarding the emphasis of the matter of
redemption in the last of Pesach
in addition to this that the Festival of Pesach, the time of our
freedom, in its generality is the beginning and root of all matters
of redemption, until the true and complete redemption through
Mashiach our righteousness
about which it is said, “like the days of your going out from the
land of Egypt I will show him wonders” (Michah 7:15), there is
emphasized the future redemption in the Festival of Pesach itself
primarily in the last days of Pesach and especially in the last of
Pesach, for the last of Pesach is the eighth day of Pesach, and it
is known that the eighth is connected with the matter of
redemption
as our Rabbis of blessed memory said, “the harp of the days of
Mashiach is of eight strings” (Arachin 13b), and in the last of
Pesach we read the Haftorah about Mashiach, “and a shoot shall
come forth from the stump of Yishai” (Yeshayahu 11:1)
and the verses afterward describing his qualities, “and the spirit
of Hashem shall rest upon him” and “and he shall smell with the
fear of Hashem,” and the state of the world in the days of
Mashiach, “and the wolf shall dwell with the lamb”
and in the last of Pesach after Mincha they eat the meal of
Mashiach, including also the drinking of four cups which
correspond to the four expressions of redemption

according to the custom of the Baal Shem Tov that was revealed
and publicized by the Rebbe Rashab in the yeshiva Tomchei
Temimim and further explained by my revered father in law the
Rebbe the leader of our generation
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until in our generation this has become a widespread custom
among many of the Jewish people in all the dispersions of Israel
and even for all who are called by the name Israel

and furthermore and also this is primary, that the connection of
the last of Pesach to redemption is hinted also in the counting of
the Omer

as explained earlier that the general concept of the counting of
the Omer is to draw into the world the seven weeks the level of
from the morrow of the Shabbat until the fiftieth day which is
the revelation of the fiftieth gate of understanding

and in this is emphasized the connection to the future
redemption for the main and complete drawing of the fiftieth
gate of Binah will be in the future redemption when there will
also be the completion of the giving of the Torah

on the fiftieth day, “a new Torah will go forth from Me”
(Yeshayahu 51:4), and therefore after the counting we say “may
it be Your will that the Beis Hamikdash be built,” since this
matter is especially connected to redemption

and since in the last of Pesach there is completed the counting of
the first and essential week, like a model of the completeness of
the entire counting of the Omer, therefore there is especially
emphasized in it the connection to the revelation of the fiftieth
gate in the future redemption

and it can be said that this matter is hinted also in the particular
counting of the last of Pesach, malchus of chesed, that the
completion of all the details of the sefiros in the middah of His
kindness is the greatest and essential kindness of the true and
complete redemption

through the King Mashiach through whom will be revealed the
kingship of the Holy One blessed be He in all the world as it is
written “Hashem will reign forever and ever” and “and the
kingdom will be Hashem’s” and “Hashem will be King over all
the earth” (Shemos 15:18, Ovadiah 1:21, Zechariah 14:9)
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)
And all this is with greater emphasis in the last of Pesach of this
year, that falls on Shabbat and in the portion of Shemini

regarding the advantage of the day, the eighth of Pesach, there is
emphasized more the connection to redemption 7% the matter of
the day of Shabbat

that the song of the day of Shabbat, “a psalm, a song for the day
of Shabbat,” is a psalm, a song for the future to come, for the
day that is entirely Shabbat and rest for eternal life (Tamid 7:4)
and 7¥n the portion of the week, “and it was on the eighth day”
(Vayikra 9:1), that in addition to the connection of Shemini to
redemption there is emphasized also the connection to
redemption in the content of the portion

about the resting of the Shechinah in the Mishkan, whose main
and complete fulfillment is in the third Beis HaMikdash, “the
sanctuary of Hashem Your hands have established” (Shemos
15:17) in the future redemption

regarding the Haftorah of the day, which is the conclusion and
seal of the reading, in the matter of Mashiach, there is
emphasized the connection to redemption also in the reading of
the day

that when it falls on Shabbat they add and begin the reading
from “you shall surely tithe” (Devarim 14:22), in which is hinted
the completeness of redemption connected with the number ten,
higher even than eight, “upon the ten-stringed instrument”
(Tehillim 92:4)

regarding the meal of Mashiach there is added in the connection
to redemption also 7¥7 the third meal of Shabbat, “the will of
wills,” in which is emphasized the essence of the day that is
entirely Shabbat and rest for eternal life

and further and also this is primary, that from the meal of
Mashiach they immediately come to the meal of David the King
Mashiach on Motzaei Shabbat, that the revelation of Mashiach
in the meal is in a double manner, and double hints to
redemption
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regarding the counting of the Omer, the completion of the first
and essential week, like a model of the completeness of the
counting, through this is drawn the revelation of the fiftieth gate
whose essence is in the future redemption

therefore, according to what was said earlier, that in Pesach that
falls on Shabbat there is emphasized the completeness of the
counting of the Omer in both extremes, above the world and
within the world, there is emphasized more also the revelation of
the fiftieth gate in the future redemption

and simply, that the continuation of the meal of Mashiach in this
gathering will be together with Mashiach our righteousness, and
even more so the grace after meals at the end of the meal will be
through David the King Mashiach

as our Rabbis said regarding the future feast, after they eat and
drink they give the cup of blessing to David who says I will
bless for me it is fitting to bless as it is said “I will lift the cup of
salvations and call in the name of Hashem” (Tehillim 116:13)
and afterward there will be the continuation and completion of
the mitzvah of the counting of the Omer not in a manner of
remembrance for the Temple but in its proper fulfillment since
the Merciful One will restore for us the service of the Temple in
its place

since in the meantime “the Merciful One will restore for us the
service of the Beis HaMikdash to its place” — in the “third Beis
HaMikdash” — that it should be built speedily in our days —
immediately and wnn
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The Rebbe develops a multi-layered framework built on the interaction between three axes: Pesach, Shabbos,
and Shemini. Each represents a distinct spiritual category. Pesach is a revelation from above, a divine leap
beyond the system of the world. Shabbos represents the perfection of the world within its own structure.
Shemini represents that which transcends the entire system altogether.

In a year when Pesach falls on Shabbos, these categories overlap. The “Shabbos of Pesach” is no longer merely
the completion of the world but becomes a platform for a leap beyond it. This is expressed in the phrase nannn
naw:, which hints not only to sequence but to transcendence, a level beyond even Shabbos itself.
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This dynamic is then mapped onto Sefiras HaOmer. The counting is normally an 7712y from below, refining the
seven middos and the structure of creation. But its formulation in Torah, n» »n NN2Y Yaw ...N2W:I DNHA,
reveals that the 7712y is not merely internal refinement. It is the drawing down of a transcendent 77X into the
sevenfold structure of reality. The completion of the Mn2w ¥aw is not just quantitative but qualitative: the world
becomes permeated with a level beyond itself.

This reaches its peak in 702 Hw NnX. The eighth day of Pesach represents a level beyond the cycle, linked to the
future Geulah. Multiple indicators reinforce this: the Haftorah of Mashiach, the Baal Shem Tov’s m°wn n7vo,
and the association of “eight” with redemption. The Rebbe shows that this day is not just commemorative but
actively channels the future revelation into the present.

When o9 5w 1770R falls on Shabbos and in Parshas Shemini, the theme intensifies. Shabbos itself alludes to the
future state of “naw 1215w avr,” Parshas Shemini speaks of the revelation of the Shechinah, and the reading “>i"
1wt 012" reinforces the idea of transcending the natural order. Even the additional Torah reading of "wyn 2wy
hints to the number ten, a level beyond eight, suggesting a further stage of completeness.

The connection to Sefiras HaOmer is critical. The first week, especially the day of 7omaw mia%» (which aligns
with nos 5w NInR), represents the completion of the foundational middah through which the world is built. This
completion mirrors the ultimate completion of the entire counting, which culminates in 11377 2ww, the fiftieth
gate, associated with the future Geulah and the revelation of XXn n Xn w7 71N,

Thus, the entire structure of the maamar converges on a single thesis: the purpose of avodah is to fuse
transcendence and immanence. Pesach introduces transcendence, Sefirah integrates it into the world, and
Geulah completes the process, revealing a world fully permeated with the infinite.

Practical Takeaway:

A person’s avodah is not limited to self-improvement within natural boundaries. The goal is to draw something
higher than the system into the system itself. Practically, this means that growth is not only incremental but can
include moments of breakthrough that redefine one’s entire framework. Especially during Sefirah, each day is
not just refinement but an opportunity to bring a higher light into concrete behavior.

Chassidic Story:

When the Baal Shem Tov introduced the concept of mwn NTWO on nod 2w NINR, his students did not fully grasp
its depth. Once, a chassid asked why this meal was necessary after an entire Pesach filled with holiness. The
Baal Shem Tov responded that the earlier days of Pesach are about leaving Egypt, but the last day is about
entering the future. He explained that at that meal, a person can taste the light of Mashiach not as an abstract
idea but as something tangible.
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Years later, the Rebbe Rashab institutionalized this meal in Tomchei Temimim, and it became a living
experience. Chassidim would sit farbrengen-style, speaking about Geulah as if it were unfolding. The shift was
subtle but profound: redemption was no longer something distant, but something already beginning to emerge
within the present moment.

Therapeutic Psychological Integration
Breaking the System vs Transforming It

Most people assume growth means working within your limits. You improve habits, refine character, become a
slightly better version of yourself. That is Sefirah mode. But Pesach introduces something radically different: a
jump. A leap beyond your current identity.

Psychologically, this is the difference between gradual self-improvement and identity shift. Sometimes change
does not come from fixing what is broken. It comes from encountering something so powerful that it
reorganizes you entirely.

Why the Jump Alone Is Not Enough
Here is the catch. Breakthrough experiences do not last on their own. Inspiration fades. High moments
disappear. That is why Sefiras HaOmer begins right after Pesach. The system must absorb the breakthrough.

In real life, this looks like translating a powerful moment into daily structure. A person has clarity, then must
build habits that hold that clarity. Without integration, transcendence becomes memory instead of
transformation.

The Deep Goal: Fusion
The Rebbe’s model is precise: not either transcendence or structure, but both at once. The highest state is when
something beyond you becomes part of you.

Emotionally, this means you do not just feel inspired, you become stable in that inspiration. Spiritually, it means
the infinite becomes lived reality. Practically, it means your highest values show up in your smallest actions.

Living “Shemini”
“Shemini” represents the place beyond the system. In psychological language, it is the part of you that is not
limited by your past patterns. Everyone has that dimension, but most people rarely access it.

The work is to bring that “eighth level” into your “seven days,” your routine life. Not escape reality, but
upgrade it.
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Modern Story
A young professional once went on a retreat where he experienced a deep sense of purpose. For a few days,
everything felt aligned. When he returned home, the feeling faded, and he became frustrated.

Instead of chasing another retreat, he tried something different. He chose one small behavior that reflected that
higher state, waking up ten minutes earlier to think clearly about his purpose each day. Over time, that small
anchor began reshaping his entire routine.

Months later, he realized something surprising. The feeling he had chased did not come back in the same
dramatic way. But something deeper had happened. His life itself had become aligned.

That is the difference between Pesach and Sefirah. The moment gives you the vision. The work builds the
reality.
END NOTE]
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