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"Then Moses will sing," for it is not stated except in
the future tense—From here, we learn of the
resurrection of the dead from the Torah (Sanhedrin
91b).
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In the verse (Exodus 14:27): "And the sea returned
at the turning of the morning ian'x4 (to its strength),"
our Rabbis of blessed memory said (Shemot
Rabbah 21:6): "ixanY (to its condition)"—for the Holy
One, blessed be He, made a condition with the sea
at the time of Creation that it would split before
Israel.
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But the matter is difficult: according to this, Scripture
should have said at the time of the splitting of the
sea, "ixan? (to its condition)," yet it says: "And the
sea returned at the turning of the morning ian'x7 (to
its strength)."
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Also, the statement (Exodus 14:15): "Why do you cry
out to Me? Speak to the Children of Israel and let
them journey" implies that this is a simple matter,
and there is no reason for crying out. Yet, the sea
was before them, and Egypt was behind
them—where should they go? It would seem there
was every reason for a great and bitter cry (Genesis
27:34).
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But in truth, it is known what our Rabbis of blessed
memory said (Bereishit Rabbah 4:8): On the second
day, the work of the waters was not completed, and it
does not say regarding it "that it was good" until the
third day, as it is stated (Genesis 1:9), "Let the
waters be gathered... and let the dry land appear,"
where "that it was good" is stated twice.
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And it follows that there were two conditions with the
waters: at the beginning of the creation of the waters,
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they spread out, as is known regarding the nature of
water, and there was water over the entire earth.
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Then, afterward, the Holy One, blessed be He, said,
"Let the waters be gathered... to one place"
(Genesis 1:9), which was against their nature, as it is
known that the sea is higher than the land, as stated
(Amos 5:8): "Who calls for the waters of the sea and
pours them out."
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And "pouring" is from a high place to a low place.
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And behold, our Rabbis of blessed memory said
(Vayikra Rabbah 36:4): "'In the beginning, God
created'—for the sake of Israel, who are called 'the
beginning."
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And the entire world was in suspension until Israel
accepted the Torah (Avodah Zarah 3a).
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And since the beginning of creation was for Israel to
receive the Torah, nothing could stand in their way
when they went to receive the Torah,
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as it is stated (Exodus 3:12): "When you bring the
people out of Egypt, you shall serve God."
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And all the miracles and changes in nature that
occurred were not truly changes, for the beginning of
creation was already intended for this purpose.
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And behold, the splitting of the Sea of Reeds was
included in the second condition that was made with
the waters, that "the dry land shall appear," etc.
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And the matter of the waters returning at the turning
of the morning was included in the first condition that
was made with the waters at the beginning of their
creation, following the natural order of their
spreading out.
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Therefore, initially, at the time of the splitting of the
Sea of Reeds, it was a simple matter that it should
split before Israel, for this was the original order of
creation and not a change.
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And this is what is meant by: "Why do you cry out to
Me? Speak to the Children of Israel and let them
journey" (Exodus 14:15).
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However, the return of the sea at the turning of the
morning upon the Egyptians, in its original manner of
spreading out, was a miracle—that it returned to its
original condition of spreading,
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for, after the dry land appeared, the rest of the
waters did not return.
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And this is the matter of "And He saw that it was
good" (Genesis 1:10), which was not stated on the
second day regarding the spreading of the waters,
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just as our Rabbis of blessed memory said (Megillah
10b) regarding the splitting of the Sea of Reeds:
"The ministering angels sought to sing a song—
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but the Holy One, blessed be He, said to them: "The
works of My hands are drowning in the sea, and you
would sing?"
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And the recitation of the song is the statement "that it
was good," which was not stated on the second day.
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And the Torah does not speak of "the dead, the
wicked like those slain, who lie in the grave" (Psalms
88:6); these were the Egyptians who drowned in the
sea.
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For indeed, "When the wicked perish, there is joy"
(Proverbs 11:10), and "I will sing to the Lord, for He
has triumphed gloriously" (Exodus 15:21).
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But regarding Israel, it is said that they were judged
in the water due to the accusations of the ministering
angel of Egypt: "These worship idols, and these..."
(Zohar Terumah 170b).
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And this is what is meant by: "And they did not
approach one another all night" (Exodus 14:20),
which is mentioned in the Holy Zohar (ibid.),
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that these were the angels who "call to one another
and say a song" (Isaiah 6:3), but they did not draw
near to sing the entire night,
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for Israel was passing through the sea, and they
were under judgment, as mentioned above.
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And this is why "it was good" was not stated on the
second day—because it was not completed in its
goodness and fullness, as explained by Rashi
(Genesis 1:7).
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"And the sea returned at the turning of the morning
to its strength" (Exodus 14:27) — the morning of
Abraham,
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as explained in the Holy Zohar (ibid.), that it refers to
kindness and expansion,
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for in truth, all are worlds and attributes.
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However, when descending into this lowly world,
"darkness covers the earth" (Isaiah 60:2), and this is
called night.
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"For he was a son of the night" (Jonah 4:10), while
"the morning is light," which represents kindness.
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And "the men were sent" (Genesis 44:3) and
crossed to the dry land.
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"And the sea returned at the turning of the morning"
upon the Egyptians, and then they sang a song.
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For indeed, "Then Moses will sing" (Exodus 15:1)
comes after everything was completed in its fullness
and goodness.
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And this is the meaning of "that it was good," which
was doubled on the third day—because the work of
the waters was completed.
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And the concept of this doubling is similar to all
songs, which are structured in a doubled form,

MY NiN'Yn 72 T2 - 7920 |7VI
D'M9),

either in repeated words, as in "for He has triumphed
gloriously" (Exodus 15:1),

nxa NXY" 19 lind it iN",

or in the repetition of the concept using different
words, though all refer to the same idea.
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And the matter is well known—that this expresses
the revelation of unity.
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And so Rashi of blessed memory explained in
another place (Old Rashi, Exodus 16:1).
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