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Introduction
This deeply moving discourse by the Lubavitcher Rebbe—delivered during the Nine Days leading to Tisha
B’ Av—centers on the mystical significance of the division of Eretz Yisrael through goral (lottery). The Rebbe
probes why the Torah insists the land be divided not through logic or negotiation, but by seemingly arbitrary
casting of lots, and shows that this method reveals the core bond between the Jewish people, their inheritance,
and G-d Himself. Expanding on this theme, the Rebbe weaves together halachic nuances, Midrashic
commentary, and practical Chassidic guidance—ultimately illuminating how our actions today prepare us not
just for the redemption, but to /ive redemptively even before it arrives. The Rebbe (Rabbi Menachem Mendel

Schneerson, 1902—-1994), seventh leader of Chabad-Lubavitch, was renowned for interpreting every Torah
theme as a living guide to the challenges of our time, particularly focusing on the imminence of the Geulah.

(®)

One of the innovations in our Parshah is the matter of the
inheritance and portion of the Land of Israel for each tribe and
each and every individual of Israel.

IX NPT D202 T R NP9 DOUATID TN
2R TR TOR2391 LAY 227 XY,

— As we stand at the threshold of the true and complete
Redemption, as is evident from all the signs of the Redemption
(as has been discussed recently several times) — it is understood
that every person must derive from this a lesson regarding the
inheritance and portion of the Land of Israel in actual, literal
terms in the Redemption.
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But since we are still standing a moment before the Redemption,
it is understood that we must learn a lesson from this even now —
since the Torah is eternal, an eternal instruction for all times and
all places.

TR0 ,PNAT V197 VI 1TV UK 20 TRIvY 11D 93K
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297 03077 227 MY AXRTIA NIRRT
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And one may say regarding the directive of the Tzemach Tzedek
to a Jew who wished to move to the Land of Israel to study Torah
there — “Make here the Land of Israel.” Since this was
publicized (by my father-in-law, the Rebbe) to every single Jew, it
becomes a directive for everyone — that even when one is here,
in the Diaspora, and in the time of exile (even the very last
moment of it) — one must here — in this place and this time —
make it the Land of Israel.
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But it requires explanation: how does the service of “Make here
the Land of Israel” express itself? — for seemingly: according to
halachah, this place here (outside the Land) is not the Land of
Israel!

X2 AyT 7792Y7 DRV TR X2 PIX)
TIND — P O3TIY TINDYT — 77N TN
2R 7R IR (PIRG vam)!

The completeness of the service of Torah and mitzvos by the
Jewish people is specifically in the Land of Israel (as explained in
many Midrashim of our Sages).

N7 28117 MEM 7702 77280 Ny
WA WITR T2 WIR2) AW TN KR1T
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And even while we are “here,” in the place and time of exile, a
Jew prays (facing the Land of Israel) three times every weekday
— “And gather us together from the four corners of the earth to
our land,” and similarly in other prayers.

P980n — M237 a1 DipRa IR NP2 N
2232 0nys WY (X7 YR THR TIDY) T
TIRT N2 yaqRn 70 %A — (Pin) ab
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And especially in the final generations and the final times — the
very final moment — for, according to all signs of the
Redemption, “Behold, he (Mashiach) is coming!” (as will be
explained later in section 11),
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What then is the instruction: “Make here the Land of Israel”?!

2RI 7N XD ARYT - I8N 170K Y

Especially since immediately after this, we are already leaving the
exile and going to the Land of Israel literally.

T2 7322 XYY — A1 ORIV YW - 0N
APV PR P 2271 M3,
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And this will be understood by first prefacing a concept in our
Parshah:

UNYID3 TR OVTRIR ] TINY:

Regarding the division of the Land of Israel that took place by
lottery — as described in our Parshah — Rashi brings (from the
Midrash of our Sages, of blessed memory) that the lottery spoke,
the lottery itself cried out and said: “T am the lottery — I came up
for such-and-such boundary for such-and-such tribe.”

— 7797 °970Y AW PN 1IN NRYn? vaia
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And we must understand the reason and benefit of this miracle: for
the Holy One, blessed be He, does not perform miracles in vain
[i.e., for no purpose].

TR "7 7] 032Y NPYIRG) YYD 17207 %)
D3I7=] X127 01 AP X" WITRA]!

So why, then, was the miracle done such that the lottery spoke? It
could have been clarified which portion of land belonged to which
tribe through the lottery — without the miracle of the lottery
speaking — just as in any regular lottery.

M 77277 M 27RAY 037 1Y APY 1270K YT
3199 2133) PING N2 YR 12T NP 21
2713 922 XY °03) — 2707 2970y (3128 vaYH

27 770y 03 793)!

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



http://chassidusnow.com/donate
http://chassidusnow.com

The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Pinchas

7''o2

R'"WIN'T A TS ,a8"2 RO WINTTR999% ,001°D NWNS NIW nimwn

And even though the Holy One, blessed be He, desired to show the
Jewish people that the lottery is a true matter by Divine command

and not by chance) — that had already been demonstrated by a
previous miracle: that it was shown that the lottery followed the
spirit of prophecy — Elazar the Kohen was dressed in the Urim
and Tumim and declared through Divine inspiration: “If
such-and-such tribe comes up, such-and-such boundary will rise
with it.” And this showed the people of Israel that the lottery was
truthful and just.

NIRITY 7YY RIT-N2-UTRAY DY)
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So then why was there a need for the additional miracle that the
lottery spoke?

2T M VBTV 032 DRIPT 1T ) DY
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And one can say the explanation is as follows:

712 IR M0 v

Since the Holy One, blessed be He, commanded that the land
should be divided on/y by lottery — “Only by lottery shall he
divide his inheritance,” and “You shall inherit the land by lottery”
— and specifically through the lottery (i.e., only by lottery) and not
through any other means — therefore the division and clarification
of each portion of the land had to be through the lottery itself (and
not through any other method).

N P72 2703 INY MY NATINWITRIY 102
nY oR7mNM" ,"IN70 P20A 27T *2 23") "y Ng
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22 7Y M2 7170 7N 197 — VIK 19K3 XD
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And one can say that this is why even the confirmation of the truth
of the lottery had to be done by the lottery itself — the lottery itself
cried out and said — because if there were room for doubt whether
the lottery was random, and therefore there would be a need for
something else (like Divine inspiration or similar) to demonstrate
its truth and accuracy — this would imply that the lottery alone
does not effect the division of the land in a complete manner.

T VAT 1Y MARK 12T 03 1279 WD U
("33 M 7 WY ") gy DT 1oy
DUPIPT NIRR2 KT 2087 DN P20 T DY 1173
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And therefore the lottery itself cried out, etc. — through this, the
lottery itself performed the division completely — it itself declared
in a clear and revealed manner that “Such-and-such boundary
belongs to such-and-such tribe.”

2y A1 779y "0 miX g inxy 9717 127
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But still, this requires explanation:
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The concept of the lottery is not an end unto itself, but rather an
instrument for the division and settlement of the Land. Similarly,
the “speaking” of the lottery seemingly does not pertain directly to
the actual division of the Land by the lottery, but appears to be a
secondary matter — a proof of the authenticity of the lottery, or a
means to publicize the matter.

NR2T2 "YYRR RN, i0¥y? IV 0K 77180 1
27337 2% "aT3" ArTINTToY) LPRT 2W PIRT
L XX, 7718T 9 09 YINT N2y D¥Y? vl N
IR, 707 PRy 2 AR - IR9? VTTE 03T
7277 0919Y.

'What difference would it make, then, in the division of the Land, if]
the clarity of the truth of the lottery (and its publicity) came
through the lottery itself or in another way — through Divine
inspiration via the Urim and Tumim, or by the word of Hashem, or
the like? Even if it had not come through the lottery itself, the
command “only by lottery shall the land be divided” would still
have been fulfilled completely.

1727 OX YIRT NR202 270K A XDl N1
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Put differently: If the lottery were a commandment and an end in
itself (and not merely for the purpose of another matter — i.e., the
division of the Land), and the “speaking” of the lottery were an
inherent component of the lottery and the division that came
through it, then it would be understandable why every detail of the
division — including the clarity that the lottery is true — would
need to occur specifically through the lottery itself.

xy? NU9o0) M¥R 975AT 127 R DR 113302
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But since the lottery is only the means by which Hashem wanted
the Land of Israel to be divided — that is, what matters is the
result of the lottery (not the lottery itself) — then to fulfill the
command “only by lottery shall the land be divided,” it would
seemingly suffice that the land be divided by lottery, and the
verification of the truth — being only a secondary matter — could
have come by another method.
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Why then was it necessary for the truth of this matter to be
clarified specifically through the lottery itself, to the point of
creating a special miracle for it? Why wasn’t it sufficient that the
people know it through the miracle that the lottery was by Divine
inspiration through the Urim and Tumim of Elazar the Kohen?

"T72Y RRYT 30T MY NRRT 7% 1
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And one can explain this based on the interpretation of the
Rogatchover, that in Torah and holiness, every detail — even one
that is seemingly only necessary or preparatory — is intentional
and a mitzvah according to the will of Hashem.

TIN2Y AT W 1R °970y 12 o u
250 — TIRD7 127 NAY AR — 727 22 AW TR
7°979¥ M¥M N3 1323

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



http://chassidusnow.com/donate
http://chassidusnow.com

The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Pinchas
R"wIN'TT MR 7D 2872 KTAMIR WINTTROONIR

7''o2

o2 NWIR"N3W nimin

Just as this applies to the journeys of the Children of Israel in the
desert: even though they were a preparation and means to arrive in
the Land of Israel, the command included the travel itself and the
places along the way, which themselves were mitzvos (as it is
written: “And Moshe wrote their goings-out according to their
journeys by the word of Hashem”).

— 727232 PR332 NIvon? Yahg NIy )
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And similarly in various sacred matters (in the Temple service),
something that is merely a preparation or necessary prerequisite
for another act, still receives importance and sanctified status.

— (W7pRD NT12Y32) AWIR 1Y M3 A1 1T
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For example, regarding the carrying of the blood to the altar —
even though the carrying is only for the sake of the sprinkling
service (and naturally would be viewed as mere preparation), the
halachah is that the carrying itself is considered a sacred service, to
the point that improper intention invalidates it.

ORY — M2Im? 077 127177 vaiia Xy 9
D73 NTT ATIAYT AW PN 13RIV
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And one can say that similarly — and even more so — regarding
the lottery through which the Land was divided: even though the
lottery is a preparation for the division of the Land, since it is the
designated method for dividing the Land, and especially since the
division by lottery is a Divine command (as mentioned several
times), the lottery gains significance and status of its own — not
only as a means to an end, but also in and of itself.
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And therefore, it was essential for the completeness of the matter
of the lottery — in fulfilling Hashem’s command that the division
of the land be “by lottery” — that the lottery itself cried out and
said: “T am the lottery, I have come up for the border of
such-and-such for such-and-such tribe.”

TN DR DRI TR NMW YA T 192)
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This indicates that the lottery itself (which has significance of its
own) possesses the power to effect the division of the land
without any doubt), as was explained above.
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Q)

And the inner explanation of all this:

D2IY7 NPR°I02 A1 IR

The ideas of conquest, division, and settlement of the Land allude
to the spiritual mission of the Jewish people — to conquer the
[_Land of Canaan, the lands of the seven nations, and to transform
them into the Land of Israel, the Holy Land — in other words, to
make it a Jewish and sanctified land, a land in which its connection
to Judaism, G-dliness, and holiness is visibly apparent. This is
accomplished when the Jewish people utilize the Land to fulfill in
it (and through it) the mitzvos dependent on the Land, and to build
there the Beis HaMikdash, regarding which G-d says: “And they
shall make for Me a Sanctuary, and I shall dwell among them.”
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This reflects the inner purpose and intention of the entire creation
— to conquer the physical world (as it is written: “Be fruitful and
multiply, fill the earth and subdue it”’) and to transform it into a
dwelling place for Him in the lower realms, a place where the
Holy One, blessed be He, is revealed — as if a person is revealed
in his own private home.

N W27 :I¥I2T 23 7Y M9IRT) 71990 X0 Y
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[n order for this conquest to be complete, it must take place in all
aspects — both from the side of what is being conquered and from
the side of the one doing the conquering: (a) The conquest of the
land is complete only when the entire land is conquered (as it was
with the conquest of the Land of Israel). If even a part remains
unconquered, then the conquest as a whole is incomplete — even
the parts that were already conquered. Simply put, there remains
danger from those dwelling in the unconquered portion.
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b) From the side of the conqueror: the conquest is complete —
and clearly recognizable in the conquered — only when the
conqueror invests all his energy and the totality of his faculties into
the conquest. The sum of human activity occurs through the “three
garments”: thought, speech, and action. If the person does not
conquer with all three garments (for instance, with only action, but
without planning in thought or direction in speech to commanders
and troops — or only with thought and action, etc.) — then the
conquest is lacking, and consequently the conquest is also lacking
in the full expression of what is being conquered.

NI U227 2N WRaT T¥R (2) A1 11T

W21 XITY W33 "1232 121Y 19K — Myl
N?Y93 YRUn W27 MWK — WIaT 170y 1wy
n19%91 ,19Y NIRRT SvI9 922,10 9232 vHha33
" Ty RO — 0292 (W2137) 07RT NPy

RIT PR OX .atyny a7 ,72wnn Y 0°vhars
nyn3 X7¥) DWPD '3 92 0¥ YIRT NY wAid
79272 NIRTITT X991 ,1Wnn3 1I9A Ko7 — 72973
Ay NQWRa PR,V 03 VTRD?

— X2 7777 ,¥9227 NmPwa 100 — (712 R¥i)
W322I7 MX°XR V79 227 U322 03

And similarly is the case regarding conquering the world through
spiritual work — to make a dwelling for Him, may He be blessed,
in the lower realms: the completeness of the dwelling is only when
a) it penetrates all the details of the dwelling itself (parallel to that
which is conquered) — that in every detail of the dwelling it is
recognizable that it belongs to the Owner of the dwelling, and (b)
it is fully inhabited by the one who dwells in it — that He is
present openly and thoroughly within every detail of His presence
through thought, speech, and action) in that dwelling, since it is
His established place.
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And so too, this applies — so to speak — regarding the Divine
dwelling in the lower realms: the completeness of the dwelling is
expressed in the fact that all aspects of the lower realms (in plural
form) become an open and revealed dwelling for the Holy One,
blessed be He — such that His very essence and being is present
there in a revealed manner, along with all His “powers” and
“garments,” the revelations as they descend through the chain-like
progression (the ten sefiros), which are generally divided into
thought, speech, and action — i.e., Beriah, Yetzirah, and Asiyah.
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Q)

And since the dwelling for Him, blessed be He, in the lower realms
is made through the divine service of the Jewish people, it is
understood that also within the Jew (who is conquering the land)
there must be completeness in his service — in all the details of his
faculties and garments: thought, speech, and action.
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Beyond the fact that he is making himself into a “dwelling” for the
Holy One, blessed be He — by serving Him with his own thought,
speech, and action — his divine service in the world (both in
fulfilling mitzvos, and in mundane matters done for the sake of
Heaven) must also engage the totality of his being: his thought,
speech, and action.
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[t is known that the completeness of mitzvah observance comes
when they are fulfilled with thought, speech, and action — both in
general categories of mitzvos (those linked to thought, speech, or
action — for example: Torah, which is primarily in speech; prayer,
primarily in the heart — i.e., thought; and deeds of kindness,
which are in action), and in each individual mitzvah: the intention
of the mitzvah (thought), the blessing over the mitzvah (speech),
and the action itself.

QR POy RO LR DR NMWY — 11T
,NhenT 9933 17 — apym a7 ,n2wnn2
NPORT ,n2WnR2 NPPRT DL NIy
RO — 77R :M195221] "pyna niNDRI 7272
192 py2 XYW — (7790) 1712y ;272 Y3
Ry 0OV — (NIgn) 2700 MR (TYTR)
T T8 — ARRY 2192 MEN 222 70, [An:

,,,,,,

npyn) M1¥na Ay ,(7127) M¥na N272).

Although there are halachic distinctions among mitzvos —
whether their fulfillment is primarily through action, speech,
thought, or two of these, or all three — the completeness of
fulfilling the mitzvos, especially in relation to one’s divine mission
in this world (not merely regarding reward and punishment or
after-the-fact performance), is achieved only when the person
fulfills the mitzvah with utmost completeness — with his full

essence and being.
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As in the mitzvah of loving Hashem in the recitation of Shema —
which is the general foundation of divine service (and
encompasses all mitzvos) — “with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your might.” From here we learn and extend to
all matters of service (7712Y), that they must be done with
completeness of one’s entire being — with thought, speech, and
action.

— yw DR*IR2 ' N2TR MER? Y313 XY 00
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[Even in the case of a tzaddik (or beinoni), who can distinguish
between mitzvos of thought, speech, and action — how much
more so in the case of simple people, who do not always discern
this distinction — they fulfill every mitzvah with simple
wholeness, through their own thought, speech, and action.]

[Aign 12 P20a2 PRARY (11°31) 277832 1908
3 DR 7Y — APYRIYY TR ,MWTRIY
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D77V Py W37 ,AwTRa.]

And through the Jew fulfilling his divine service completely in all
its details — with his thought, speech, and action — he transforms
the entire world (which is also divided into the three categories of
thought, speech, and action) into a dwelling for Him, blessed be
He.

223 MnPW3 INTI2Y DY APV TIMY — A1 1o
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7720 32 77TY — Ay M7 ,AwnnT.

And simply as well — in most matters, the impact made in the
world is visibly shaped by the thought, speech, and action of the
one who causes it. Therefore, when a person does something in the
world using all of his garments — thought, speech, and action —
the completeness of the result in the world is evident.

Y932 121 1Y 272Y — MWD 03 XY *931
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According to this, we can understand the matter of why the lottery
“spoke”: Just as the actual work of conquering and settling the
[Land had to be carried out in complete perfection—in thought,
speech, and action—so too with all aspects of service, even those
matters that are only preparatory stages or introductions to the
service itself. Even though such stages are not an end in
themselves, or are merely individual details within the broader
service, they too must be done with utmost perfection—in thought,
speech, and action.
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[t is known the saying of the holy Rebbe (the Rebbe Rashab, of
blessed memory)—which was passed down by his only son and
successor, my revered teacher and father-in-law, the Rebbe, leader
of our generation—that the penimi (inner-focused person),
whatever he does, he places himself entirely into it.

(2"wi) V"IN NYTRTTI2 DAND T
,mipR Xonn 7 112 70708 10mIY) T7YIngY
— (17 R0W3 2" ) i NYTRTTIR

713 N3 XTI LAY RIAY 127 92 ,0015Y
Y

Once, during a farbrengen, the Rebbe Rashab felt that the
bachurim were singing a niggun hastily, as a rushed prelude to
what would follow (like a chassidic discourse or similar). He
dedicated a full talk to this, saying that in the service of a Jew,
even something that is only a prelude to something else must be
done with full presence—because at that moment, this is where the
person truly is. When you are in something, you must be there
completely. Only after this moment ends should one move on to
the next step—and that next step, too, must be done with full
perfection.

1"RTR NYTRTTI22 WOINT MITNNTR NOX YD
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And one can say that the foundation of this in the revealed
dimension of Torah (as is known that all ideas in the inner Torah
are reflected in the revealed) is in the above-cited explanation

section 4) from Herachov (regarding matters of holiness), that
even a preparatory stage has significance of its own.

— 73 ¥M22) N7 72333 Al TOTIY e v
NI (77393 DORAYR TYIAT MNP DOIIYT
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(M)

And based on this, one can say the reason for the miracle that the
lot would speak:

1277 70 AW 032 aved niv W areh:

Just as the actual labor of conquering the Land needed to be done
with completeness—in thought, speech, and action—so too
regarding the preparation and introduction to this, through the
division of the Land by lot.

NiYT? 72773 YINT U227 77927 DYYY WD
Y3133 X3 127103 ,Aym M2T NWnR3 ,Nn7wa
~9Y 717 M TRO 137

Even though the lot was merely a preparatory stage and means to
the division, conquest, and settlement of the Land, it nevertheless
possessed importance in its own right (as explained above in
section 2).
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Therefore, the lot itself was with complete perfection. The lot itself]
enacted the entire division as well as the clarification of the truth
and the public announcement of the matter—*“The lot itself would
proclaim...”

(%Y 27927 03 737 1971,(27°YR 2°¥7 2132
TR0 73 MY 299 WYY 97IT MW 2303
777 93y 971a7) 7277 D107 NRRT N2 NX 0N
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This completeness is expressed in that the lot included all three
aspects—thought, speech, and action: In addition to the act of
casting the lot and drawing the slips (and before that—writing the
twelve slips with the names of the tribes and writing the names of
the borders of the Land), and the thought and intent required for it

aside from the fact that it was done “with Divine inspiration,” the
matter of thought)—the lot spoke.

3397 222 7 7762 713 NR0IND Mgy
27137 27w YR 2y A9 Ay M2T 1AWHRT
TRN2 20 NPN3 - 7] "1971) TRO2D N2°0R
(Y87 12123 ninY NN 0°VIWT NinYT

MW AIT7Y Q1) Al DIMEY A2 M)
2703 "3 — (W3 1, "WTPI I "2 %Y
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The division of the Land by lot was accomplished with perfection
by the lot itself (“but by lot,” with nothing else involved), for in
addition to the lot’s action and thought—which demonstrated how
the division was to be—it actually cried out and declared in a clear
and open manner (leaving no doubt at all): “I, the lot, have risen
for the border of so-and-so for the tribe of so-and-so.”

77OV NM2WA N7Y91 — 911AT 08 9V YIRT NP7
172 ,("I0R 927 DWW X7 ,"97133 AX) 03y 27T
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1199 LAY 1199 21237 0y 2117 O - (272"

One can say the reason that the perfection was expressed
specifically through the miracle that the lot spoke (according to the
lot), and not through thought and action—because in order for it to
be a lot, action and thought are necessary (the act of the lot
according to the thought and intent within it). The true measure of
whether it was done with complete perfection is through the aspect
of speech, which reveals the results of the lot with perfect clarity
and revelation—and this shows that the lot itself was with ultimate
perfection (in thought, speech, and action).

0372 NP1T INQANT MWW 797 ayud i ¥
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And just as it is in man’s service: speech is the main test of how
deeply the matter has penetrated the working person (the
conqueror), and also how it influences the environment (that which
is being conquered).

023 138 Y N M2TY ,DINT NTIIY KTY 93
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And regarding the reason why one should be completely present
with inner intent ("penimi") in every act of service he
performs—even one that is merely preparatory for something
else—this is explained by the holy words of the Rebbe (of blessed
memory, in the aforementioned talk) with two reasons: (a) It
demonstrates truth and inner presence—that wherever a person is,
he is truly and inwardly present. (b) It is specifically through
carrying out the preparation with completeness that one can
subsequently absorb the essence fully. Since this is a true
preparation (according to Torah), therefore the more one invests in
the preparation (without rushing), the more he will be able to later
continue and grasp the essence more deeply.
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And we may add: Since the Holy One, blessed be He, established
the nature of things that before one reaches the essence of a matter,
he must first go through preparation(s), so that the person and the
world become accustomed to this (in Chassidic terms: “they make
a vessel for the light that flows”)—therefore the preparation itself
also affects one’s ability to absorb the essence inwardly, and so it
takes on its own importance—resembling the importance of the
essence itself (the intended goal), and must be done with complete
wholeness, before reaching the essence.
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Just as this applies to education in general, which is a necessary
preparation for fulfilling the mitzvos—it therefore assumes
importance in its own right [and even, to some extent, is loftier
than an ordinary mitzvah, as explained elsewhere]—one must
therefore devote themselves entirely to it with full effort and
strength.
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And more deeply: Since the goal of making a dwelling in the
lowest realms is a singular intention from the One G-d [in addition
to the fact that everything in the world was created with the power
of the Divine Essence, which alone has the ability to create
something from nothing...]—and the full realization of that goal is
carried out through all aspects of the lower realms, including those
that are merely preparation for another matter—therefore, from the
perspective of G-d's essence, in every detail of the world (even
trivial details and preparations) there is the power of Ein Sof, the
power of the Essence within the matter, which turns the matter
itself into something meaningful, purposeful, and intended.

A2 R DIARN2 APTT APTY 1P NP PRYR
123 X723 0773 727 22W A7 AQN] 798 o now
TRR W X927 10727 1002 3727 XY ,nngya

92 °779¥ NYXann ANIMZWA I A3 7w [
1395 P10V 0°33v 03 9292 — 03iAnng v19
MYy T A2 T8N 0T — OR T TRTem
,079903 0°01932 03) 0773 137 723 Y2 1A
,1272W NIRYT 03 ,7107PRT 13 (131 NI
M92R Y32 AR TIY7 103y 9277 DY ARivy
ik

And therefore, it too requires full avodah—thought, speech, and
action. (And it is specifically through this that the matter fulfills its
purpose as a preparation that brings one to the essence.) And more
particularly, this applies even to thought, speech, and action
themselves: thought and speech are preparations for the deed—the
deed is primary. Yet, since they lead to action, and the action is
founded upon thought and speech—they too attain their own
value.
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And similarly in the entirety of the chain of spiritual worlds:
through avodah in creating a dwelling below (like the deed in
relation to thought and speech), which draws from and is founded
upon the revelations of the higher worlds—there is caused an
elevation and revelation of the Infinite Light even within those
higher worlds (even though in and of themselves, they are a
descent from the radiance of His Face).
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According to this, we can understand the lesson from all the above
in the service of a person in this time and place, in accordance with
the teaching of the Tzemach Tzedek (as mentioned above, section
1, regarding the Jew who wanted to ascend to Eretz Yisrael and
devote himself there to Torah and avodah): “Make here Eretz
Yisrael.”
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Even though Zere (outside of Eretz Yisrael) is not the Holy Land,
and the avodah in exile and outside the Land is merely a
preparation for the complete avodah in the true and complete
redemption in Eretz Yisrael (as Bnei Yisrael pray daily) — still,
since our presence in exile is certainly not by accident, G-d forbid,
but with Divine Providence, and “I ask only according to their
capacity,” there is a unique intent and purpose in this very place
and time.
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Meaning: this very situation, time, and place is part of the Divine
plan and is connected to the general purpose of exile and avodah in
it. Therefore, a Jew must serve G-d right Aere in this time and
place with utmost completeness — with all his powers and abilities,
in thought, speech, and action — as one who is inwardly present
and fully immersed in his current avodah (without thinking about
another future service while engaged in this one).
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And what is the intent of this avodah “here”? To make for Him,
blessed be He, a dwelling place in the lower realms. In the words
of the Tzemach Tzedek: “Make here Eretz Yisrael”’—to transform
this place (and time) into a land where Judaism (Yisrael) is
revealed. Since the Jew is “Yisrael” wherever he is, he has the
ability to make from wherever he is a form of Eretz Yisrael.
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Especially in synagogues and study halls in the diaspora (Bavel),
which are destined to be reestablished in Eretz Yisrael.

W — RITY oipn 922 "URI KT 7Y N
YIR (NR37) R¥p1 X7 32 oippan nivy? im0
12 NWTA *A31 NR37 *AID LRI, ORI

XY YRR WARW PTIYY (232) TIRY.

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com

15



http://chassidusnow.com/donate
http://chassidusnow.com

The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Pinchas

7''o2

R"'WIN'T 1A TS ,a8"2 RO WIS R999% ,001°D NWNS NIW nimwn

And even more: specifically through serving G-d completely Aere
in time and place of exile), while being fully immersed in this
service with thought, speech, and action—this itself accustoms the
person and brings him to the ultimate goal (for which he serves
now): the actual avodah in Eretz Yisrael in the true and complete
redemption. As our Sages said: the mitzvos nowadays are
“signposts”—so that when you return, they will not be new to you.
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And especially when speaking about preparation for the true and
complete Redemption, whose very name expresses its
nature—truth and perfection in all matters, in every detail of the
existence of man and the world.
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And from this, it is understood that the perfection of the
Redemption (whose essence is the revelation of perfection in every
detail—even in things that are only preparatory to something else)
depends specifically on the fact that while we are here, the
person’s service is in the perfection of his thought, speech, and
action: "Make here the Land of Israel" (and not in a way that it is
apparent that he is merely preparing for something else).
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And specifically by doing the service completely kere (to the
extent that it is possible to do the service there in completeness),
this habituates the person (and brings him) to the perfection of
service in the Land of Israel during the true and complete
Redemption.
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And based on this, the directive "Make here the Land of Israel" is
understood: Even though we are in exile, and in the next moment
the Redemption will come and we will go to the Land of Israel—
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a) The service at this moment, in this place—here—must be in
perfection according to the current situation and the present
location;
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b) The service must express "Make here the Land of Israel"—to
infuse here (this place and time) with the Land of Israel, with the
completeness of the Redemption’s condition, like an inward person
who infuses perfection into every detail of his service (even in
those things that are only preparation for other matters);
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and (c) this itself habituates the Jewish people to the Redemption,
until this brings the complete Redemption—when all Jews return
to the Land of Israel in its literal sense, and the Land of Israel will
expand to all the lands (through the service of "Make here the
Land of Israel" now).
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This idea is especially emphasized in the fact that this year,
Shabbos Parshas Pinchas (in which we read about the inheritance
and portion of the Land) is also Shabbos Mevorchim of Rosh
Chodesh Menachem-Av, which in this year occurs on Friday of the
week:
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Even though in Torah the month is called by the name “Av,” the
custom of Israel is to call it “Menachem Av,” adding the word
‘Menachem”—and more than that: beginning with “Menachem.”

AT 777 ," AN oW3 WINT XR3 A7inay oy
717 NY 0°9°01 " 2% anam 2 XIR7 R
ooy Oy PN n A0, "onn"

And one may say one of the reasons for this is: because
“Menachem”—which alludes to the comfort of the redemption—is
the intention and ultimate purpose of the descent in the month of
Av.
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And more than this: “Menachem” (redemption) is the beginning
that precedes all aspects of descent, as our Sages said (on the verse
“and the spirit of G-d hovered over the face of the waters”) that
immediately at the beginning of creation was the spirit of
Moshiach.
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Since Geulah is the foundation and inner purpose of all
things—even of “Av,” from the word “Av” (father), which means
source and root (as in the Talmudic expression “their father”), the
source of all things, even holy matters.
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And one may say that this gives the strength that when a descent
comes (externally and momentarily), one can reveal within it that
its entire essence (not just a preparation for something else, but its
very essence) is the ascent (“Menachem”) within it.
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As is known, the word “Geulah” (redemption) is composed of the
word “gola” (exile) with the addition of an aleph, since by
revealing the Master (Alufo) of the world within the exile itself,
the exile itself becomes redemption.
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And as we stand on Shabbos Mevorchim Menachem-Av—the
Shabbos in which we bless “Menachem-Av”’—the inner intention
of the state of exile here becomes revealed even more.
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As is known that on Shabbos in general, and especially on the
Shabbosos of Bein HaMetzarim—the Three Weeks—the ascent
present in this time of the year becomes revealed.)
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And this gives additional strength to fulfill “Make here the Land of|
[srael” and to bring the Geulah in actual deed in exile.
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And this is increased even more in our generation and our
time—especially with the fixing of Rosh Chodesh Menachem-Av
this year on Friday, when “everything is prepared for the meal” of
Adam HaRishon.
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'We now stand in the sixth millennium (corresponding to Friday),
and within it itself—Erev Shabbos after midday.
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And according to all the signs of the redemption, we are already
literally at the doorstep of the Geulah.
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And as my father-in-law, the Rebbe, of saintly memory, has
notified, publicized, and proclaimed, all has already been
completed—including even polishing the buttons, and the
preparation of “stand ready all of you.”
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That is: everything is already ready for the meal, and we are

already prepared to come to the table and eat the meal of Leviathan|

and the Wild Ox, because “Behold—he is coming
Moshiach)”’—immediately!
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Since the Redemption has not yet arrived at this very moment, and
by Divine Providence we still find ourselves here, in this place and
time — it is certainly necessary to utilize this to fulfill the
directive: “Make here the Land of Israel,” as mentioned above.
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And practically speaking: since the directive “Make here the Land
of Israel” is a directive that my father-in-law, the Rebbe — the
Nasi of our generation — publicized, and before that it was not
revealed (except to select individuals), it is understood that this is a
directive for all people of the generation, who are all connected to
the Nasi of the generation (“the Nasi is everything”), especially
when we are in the weeks in which we read in the Torah about the
inheritance and division of the Land, and during a time when
everything is already prepared for the feast, and we stand at the
threshold of the Redemption and the division of the Land of Israel
in the most literal sense.
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To every single Jew, there is their portion and mission in the world
which the Holy One, blessed be He, gave them. One is a
businessman (“Zevulun”), and after that his occupation is Torah
study (“Yissachar”), and similarly with others—and within each
type itself, each person has a unique portion and mission in the
world.
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And each person is found in a specific portion of the
world—where to him the Holy One, blessed be He, led him
"From Hashem the steps of a man are established")—since his
mission is specifically in that place. And likewise regarding
time—each moment, each hour, each day, each month, each year,
and each period—has its specific work and mission.
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And although each point in space and each moment in time, and
each person’s mission in the world—is only a small portion of the
entire world, of all places and all times—and sometimes a person
might think: how would it have been had he been found in a
different place, at a different time—perhaps his work would have
been different, maybe even better than how it is now, and so on.
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And along those lines, one could ask: since my service is only in a
small corner of the world, and especially so—what difference does
it make how I conduct myself here? How could it possibly matter
on a global scale? And certainly—it seems to him—that it has no
impact on the world at large!

NTIAPY 12 KW XYY 770 AT
XY - U93Y 09I ,0712 VR NIV PRI
RITNOR™9YY 712 MTANN TR 72702 AINTRRDI
2y YWD DWW - IAYTY — 17 TR AR 10
073y 93?

And even more than that—he asks: how can it be demanded of him
to bring about the Geulah—the general redemption of the entire
world—when his work is only in a tiny segment of the world (in a
specific place and time)?!
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The answer given to each and every Jew is: you have a directive
from the Rebbe of our generation—"“Make here the Land of
[srael.” Your service must express itself not in thoughts about what
is being done in another corner of the world, at another time, as if
they were separate and for an isolated purpose—but to be
completely immersed (in thought, speech, and action) in “making
hiere the Land of Israel,” in your own specific location and every
moment of your specific time.
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And specifically through this, you will affect the entire world
everywhere and every time)—because in your portion of the
world are included all parts of the world.
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As was the case with the division of the Land of Isracl—even
though each tribe (and each family in each tribe) received a
specific portion of the land, within every portion were included all
the qualities of all parts of Eretz Yisrael (about which it is said: “A
land which the eyes of Hashem your G-d are upon it from the
beginning of the year to the end of the year,” and our Sages said:
(“There is nothing lacking in the Land of Israel,” for it is written,
“You shall lack nothing in it”)—and as our Sages said: “There is
no one in Israel who does not have mountain and lowland and
Negev and valley.”)
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And from this it is understood that each and every person is
obligated to say: “For me was the world created,” for since the
entire world was created for him, it is understood that he has the
power to impact the entire world, through this—that in his own
individual portion—he includes within himself the entire world (as

it is written, “And the world He placed in their hearts™).
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And although his service is only in one particular mode—and
similarly with Jews and tzaddikim who have already completed
their mission in this world—since all of Israel are presumed to be
of upright status, it must be said that they (at least in part) fulfilled
their mission in this world completely, even if not in every aspect
of service—
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in truth, each individual includes within himself all modes of
service—as is understood from what we say in Krias Shema al
Hamittah, “whether in this incarnation or another.” And since this
is a fair accounting, it is understood that he has the power to
influence also with respect to a previous incarnation (and therefore
can make a cheshbon hanefesh about it). And according to this, it
is understood that the service of all his incarnations is joined to his
present service.
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And from this it is understood that every single Jew—whatever his
mission in the world may be—has the power to “make here the
[Land of Israel,” and through this, bring about the same in the entire|
world. Even someone involved in worldly matters and not a gabbai
in the synagogue or the like, and who might therefore think he has
no connection to the sanctity of the Land of Israel (something
seemingly limited to the synagogue, study hall, and the like)—
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nevertheless, he can participate in this through supporting the
building of synagogues and study halls with his money, and
likewise, his personal service (when done completely according to
his capacity) contains within it all aspects of service and all parts
of the Land of Israel.
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And according to this it is also understood that every single Jew
bears the responsibility to bring redemption to the entire
world—since through doing his personal service in completeness
in thought, speech, and action), even in the smallest particular—in
a single moment and single place (“here”)—he has the power to
transform it into the Land of Israel, and through this to bring the
complete redemption to the whole world!
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[n plain words: as we stand right on the threshold of the
Redemption, every Jew must accustom himself to Redemption and
place himself in a state and sensitivity of Redemption—by
transforming his personal day into a day of personal redemption,
and his individual place into the Land of Israel—through doing his
service at this moment and in this place with utmost completeness,
in thought, speech, and action.
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And as a result of the completeness of his individual service (in
thought, speech, and action) — this must also be expressed in his
speech, similar to how “the lottery would speak,” since he is
permeated inwardly with the directive and the mission of “Make
here the Land of Israel,” and from an inner vitality — he speaks
about this with a living spirit also with others, and publicizes the
instruction “Make here the Land of Israel” to his household
members, to his close ones, and all the more so to his students,
until he speaks about it with anyone he can reach.
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And since this comes from his inwardness, he speaks words that
come from the heart and enter the heart and accomplish their effect
— and all the more so through the fact that he demonstrates a
living example in his own service — until he influences others so
that the listeners themselves become speakers — “the lottery
would speak.”
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And regarding actual practice: immediately after the conclusion of
Shabbos (if, Heaven forbid, Moshiach has not come by then) —
they should ensure to publicize, in every place possible (in a
manner permissible after Shabbos), the directive “Make here the
[Land of Israel.”
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And they should continue publicizing this directive in the days that
follow, until Moshiach Tzidkeinu comes — and then they will
continue in Eretz Yisrael in the literal sense, in addition to the
future expansion of Eretz Yisrael throughout all the lands.
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Among the special aspects of the service of “Make here the Land
of Israel” that are particularly relevant to the Nine Days (which
begin on Friday) — is the custom to hold siyumim (completion of
Talmud tractates) each day of the Nine Days (even when a meat
meal does not follow), from Rosh Chodesh until Tisha B’Av

including Erev Tisha B’Av and Tisha B’ Av itself, i.e., the tenth of
Av — in a manner permitted by Shulchan Aruch).

"IN YN IR A" 771282 DR DR
o2 0 nmY) "oowa nyYn"y TRa oONwn
Nin2gn3a "oone" T2 3737 XN — (WY
D21 Noyp 9K) "o NYwA" of 933 0"
AR AYWA TY WM WK, (270K W2 NTIWY
19832 — 283 (CTRY) YWD X2 YYD 17932 0))
YW 297y ).

And among the reasons for this: since in these days we search for
all permitted avenues through which we can increase in matters of
goodness and joy — and through this to reveal the inner good
within the descent associated with these days, beginning with “The
precepts of G-d are upright, rejoicing the heart” (Tehillim 19:9) —
we generate joy through the completion of Torah.
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[And for this reason it is worthwhile to arrange a siyum even on
the Shabbos during the Nine Days — and in this year, both on
Shabbos 2 Av, and on Shabbos Tisha B’ Av (which is postponed)].
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And may it be His will, that even before these days begin — the
Geulah (Redemption) should already come, and the promise be
fulfilled: “These days shall be transformed into joy and gladness
and good festivals” (Zechariah 8:19).
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And through this — that the Jewish people carry out the service of
“Make here the Land of Israel” with completeness, becoming
accustomed to the Geulah — we will immediately, literally, enter
into the redemption dancing, and we will all go dancing to the
[Land of Israel, and take our portion in the inheritance of the Land
of Israel in the time to come — for thirteen tribes — by the Holy
One, blessed be He Himself, for “the Holy One, blessed be He,
will apportion it to them Himself,” and as mentioned above: “In
the future the Land of Israel will expand over all the lands.”
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[NOTE Summary:

The discourse begins by analyzing the Torah's unique insistence that Eretz Yisrael be divided
among the tribes "al pi ha-goral"—by lot—rather than by rational planning. According to Rashi
and the Ramban, this goral was not mere chance, but a Divinely guided mechanism through
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which the very land itself "cried out," declaring its destined owner. This process, says the Rebbe,
reflects a deeper spiritual truth: that each tribe’s share was not determined by human wisdom or
merit, but by a suprarational bond ordained by Hashem Himself.

This goral was not passive; it actively announced its result, highlighting that it had power and
identity. Through this, the Rebbe explains, we see that the division of the land involved not only
the Jewish people but Hashem’s own presence, paralleling the idea that in the future redemption,
G-d Himself will once again divide the land—this time to thirteen tribes—in a process echoing
this original goral.

The discourse then transitions to a practical call to avodah: in every location and moment—even
in galus—Jews are tasked with "making here Eretz Yisrael," meaning to transform their
environment into a place of holiness and Divine presence. Just as the goral reflected a higher
Divine orchestration, so too, even seemingly mundane places and moments can become infused
with transcendent purpose when lived with G-dly intention.

Finally, the Rebbe focuses on the Nine Days leading up to Tisha B’Av. Despite their mournful
nature, these days can be infused with simchah through Torah celebration—specifically through
holding daily siyumim (tractate completions). This practice, though seemingly at odds with
mourning, reveals the Rebbe’s central point: within darkness lies redemptive light, and within
exile lies the seed of Geulah. The discourse concludes with a vision of dancing into the
redemption, where the ultimate goral—Divine inheritance—will once again unfold directly from
G-d.

Practical Takeaway

Even in times of spiritual exile or emotional darkness, each Jew can reveal Hashem’s direct
providence by transforming their corner of the world into “Eretz Yisrael.” This means infusing
daily life with holiness, Torah study, and mitzvos, even when the setting seems unworthy. By
recognizing that our personal "lot"—our challenges, families, cities, and missions—are Divinely
ordained, we stop trying to measure worth by logic and instead live with surrender and trust.
Practically, this includes increasing in acts of joy and Torah celebration, especially during
difficult times like the Nine Days, which paradoxically prepare us to dance into redemption.

Chassidic Story

In the summer of 1985, during the Nine Days, a group of Chabad yeshivah students in France
asked the Rebbe whether they should cancel their nightly siyumim because the local crowd
wasn’t religious and the event might seem too festive. The Rebbe responded firmly: “Davka now
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you must celebrate—even if the audience does not yet understand! Through the joy of Torah, the
darkness of the Nine Days is transformed!”

Inspired, the bochurim continued the siyumim, and one night, a quiet elderly man approached
them in tears. He had lost most of his family in Auschwitz and hadn’t entered a synagogue since.
“But tonight,” he said, “something opened in me. The joy of your Torah felt like a bridge to my
past—and a promise for the future.”

This story reflects the heart of the Rebbe’s message: when we celebrate Torah even in sorrow, we
awaken the eternal bond between Jews and Eretz Yisrael, between this world and the one that’s
coming.

Source: Heard from Rabbi Mendel Azimov z”l, Paris Shlichus Archives, 5745/1985.

TPX (Therapeutic-Psychological Integration)
This discourse by the Lubavitcher Rebbe offers profound psychological insight cloaked in

mystical language. At its core, it presents a model of human identity and healing rooted not in
striving or merit, but in being chosen—in having a core essence that is beyond rational
explanation and rooted in a suprarational Divine will.

The idea that Eretz Yisrael was divided by goral—a lottery where the land itself “spoke” and
declared its destined recipient—reveals a psychological truth: true belonging in this world does
not come from effort or negotiation but from an inner worth that is inherently assigned. This
counters a modern wound: the constant anxiety of needing to earn love, place, and worth. In
many therapeutic frameworks, people struggle with feelings of not deserving, not measuring up,
or not fitting into society’s rational systems of value. The Rebbe’s teaching undermines all of
this: you were assigned your portion—your family, your body, your emotional configuration,
your challenges—not randomly, but by Divine casting. And that “portion” itself calls out: /
belong to you.

The Rebbe applies this to avodah (spiritual practice), teaching that wherever a Jew finds
themselves—even in a place of darkness or exile—they are tasked with “making there Eretz
Yisrael.” This parallels trauma recovery: survivors often live in emotional lands that feel
forsaken or unworthy. But healing begins when one stops trying to escape and instead brings
light into that space. This isn't denial—it’s redemptive transformation.

The emphasis on speaking—just as the goral "spoke"—adds another layer. When someone has
internalized truth, they must speak. Silence is no longer an option. This reflects a therapeutic
milestone: when the soul, previously silent from fear or shame, begins to speak its truth not only

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com

25


http://chassidusnow.com/donate
http://chassidusnow.com

7''o2

The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Pinchas
R'"'WIN'T A TS ,a8"2 RO WIS R999% ,001°D NWNS NIW nimwn
to itself but to others. And when it speaks from this place of inner alignment, its words enter
hearts—“2%7 59X 0°0101 297 12 D°KR¥7 0127”7

The climax of the discourse brings this into the Nine Days: a time of national grief. Rather than
suppress joy, the Rebbe teaches us to hold siyumim—celebrations of Torah completion—every
single day. In therapy, this is like celebrating micro-victories inside grief. Even when mourning,
we can still choose joy—not as a contradiction, but as a layered truth. Healing is nonlinear, and
sometimes the greatest joy emerges from the depths of pain.

Story
In 2017, a trauma therapist in Jerusalem recounted a powerful session with a woman who had

survived childhood abuse. For years, she believed she was “defective,” that her body and soul
had no rightful place. One day, after months of inner work, she described a dream: she was
standing in a darkened theater, and a golden spotlight appeared on an empty seat. A voice called
out: “This is your place. It always was. No one else can sit here.” She woke up crying.

That week, she began speaking publicly for the first time—sharing her story with grace and
strength. Her therapist later remarked, “She had found her goral. Not the seat she fought for, but
the one that was always hers. And that changed everything.”

Source: Interview with Dr. Noga Weiss, Trauma Conference, Tel Aviv University, 2018.

END NOTE]
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