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And Hashem spoke to Moshe in the wilderness of Sinai, etc., 
on the first of the month, etc., saying: “Lift up the head of all 
the congregation of the Children of Israel,” etc., “by the 
number of names,” etc. And it needs to be understood: what is 
“to say” (ֹלֵאמר), for it is not relevant here to say to the Children 
of Israel, since the command was to Moshe alone—to count 
Israel. 

ר ה אֶל ה׳ וַידְַבֵּ ר משֶׁ מִדְבַּ אֶחָד וְגוֹ׳ סִינַי בְּ לַחדֶֹשׁ בְּ  
אוּ לֵאמרֹ וְגוֹ׳ נֵי עֲדַת כָּל ראֹשׁ אֶת שְׂ רָאֵל בְּ וְגוֹ׳ ישְׂ  

ר מִסְפַּ מוֹת בְּ אֵין לֵאמרֹ, מַהוּ לְהָבִין וְצָרִיךְ וְגוֹ׳. שֵׁ שֶׁ  
יָּךְ רָאֵל לֵאמרֹ כָּאן שַׁ יוָן לְישְׂ וּוּי כִּ הַצִּ ה הָיהָ שֶׁ לְמשֶׁ  

רָאֵל אֶת לִפְקוֹד לְבַדּוֹ ישְׂ . 

However, the matter is as it is written (Yeshayahu 40:26), “The 
One who brings out their hosts by number” — that Hashem, may 
He be blessed, brings out the host of Israel by number, and it is 
impossible that even one of them should be missing, God forbid. 
They must always be complete. 

כְתִיב הוּא הָעִניְןָ אֲבָל עְיהָ דִּ הַמּוֹצִיא כ״ו( מ׳, )ישַׁ  
ר ם צְבָאָם, בְמִסְפָּ הַשֵּׁ רַךְ שֶׁ צְבָא בְמִסְפָּר מוֹצִיא יתְִבָּ  
רָאֵל, ר וְאִי ישְׂ יֶּחֱסַר אֶפְשָׁ לוֹם. חַס מֵהֶם אֶחָד שׁוּם שֶׁ וְשָׁ  

כְרָחִים מֻּ מִיד לִהְיוֹת שֶׁ לֵמִים תָּ שְׁ . 

As our Sages said: The Shechinah does not dwell with fewer than 
twenty-two thousand Jews. And if there are more—so much the 
better. But from that minimum number, it is impossible that any 
be missing. 

אָמְרוּ כְּמוֹ כִינהָ אֵין רַז״ַל שֶׁ פָחוֹת שׁוֹרָה הַשְּׁ מִב׳ בְּ  
רָאֵל, רְבָבוֹת וּב׳ אֲלָפִים טוֹב הוּא יוֹתֵר ישֵׁ וְאִם מִיִּשְׂ  
ר אֲבָל יוֹתֵר, סְפָּ ר אִי הַזֶּה מֵהַמִּ יֶּחֱסַר אֶפְשָׁ שֶׁ . 

And the end of the verse: “He calls to all of them by name.” For 
the name of a person is his soul—because the letters of his name 
are his root and his vitality, and with them he serves Hashem, 
studies, and prays. 

א א וְסִיפָּ קַרָּ ם לְכוּלָּם דְּ מוֹ יקְִרָא, בְּשֵׁ שְּׁ ל שֶׁ הוּא אָדָם שֶׁ  
מָתוֹ, י נשְׁ ל הָאוֹתִיוֹת כִּ מוֹ שֶׁ רְשׁוֹ הֵם שְׁ וּבָהֶם וְחַיּוּתוֹ, שָׁ  

לֵּל וְלוֹמֵד ה׳ עוֹבֵד הוּא וּמִתְפַּ . 

Therefore, the wicked do not know their name — meaning, they 
do not know why these letters were given to them for their name. 
A tzaddik serves Hashem with them and studies and prays — but 
not so the wicked. 

עִים וְלָכֵן מָם, יוֹדְעִים אֵינםָ הָרְשָׁ אֵינםָ לוֹמַר רָצוֹן שְׁ שֶׁ  
ה יוֹדְעִים נוּ לָמָּ מוֹ, אֵלוּ אוֹתִיוֹת לוֹ נתְּ יק לְשְׁ דִּ הַצַּ הוּא שֶׁ  

הֶן עוֹבֵד ם בָּ רַךְ הַשֵּׁ לֵּל וְלוֹמֵד יתְִבָּ כֵן וְלֹא וּמִתְפַּ  
עִים  .הָרְשָׁ

The rule is: It is impossible that even one Jew be lost. Even souls 
that have fallen — i.e., the souls of the wicked — they cannot be 
lost, God forbid. 

לָלָא תָא כְּ מִלְּ ר אִי דְּ יֶּחֱסַר אֶפְשָׁ רָאֵל, אֶחָד שׁוּם שֶׁ מִיִּשְׂ  
מוֹת וַאֲפִלּוּ נָּפְלוּ נשָׁ הַייְנוּ שֶׁ מוֹת דְּ עִים, נשָׁ אִי הָרְשָׁ  

ר יֵּאָבְדוּ אֶפְשָׁ לוֹם חַס שֶׁ וְשָׁ , 

Rather, He, may He be blessed, thinks thoughts so that none 
should be cast away — and so these souls are reincarnated many 
times until they are rectified and elevated. 

רַךְ הוּא אֶלָּא ב יתְִבָּ בוֹת חוֹשֵׁ י מַחֲשָׁ ח לְבִלְתִּ נּוּ ידָּ ח מִמֶּ נדָּ  
יִּתְגַּלְגֵּל ה שֶׁ עָמִים כַּמָּ נוּ עַד פְּ יִּתְקַּ וְיתְִעַלּוּ שֶׁ . 

Now, the Children of Israel at that time were fallen souls—for 
when they stood at Mount Sinai, their defilement ceased, but 
when they made the Golden Calf, the defilement returned. 

רָאֵל וְהִנֵּה מוֹת אָז הָיוּ ישְׂ י נפְוּלִין, נשָׁ עָמְדוּ כִּ הַר עַל כְּשֶׁ  
סְקָה סִיניַ עָשׂוּ זוּהֲמָתָן, פָּ הַזּוּהֲמָה חָזרְָה הָעֵגֶל אֶת וּכְשֶׁ  

 .לִמְקוֹמָהּ
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Therefore the verse says, “And Hashem spoke, etc., to say” — to 
Israel: “Lift up the head of all the congregation of the Children of 
Israel” — for all of them must be lifted and elevated, even though 
they have fallen. 

רָאֵל, לֵאמרֹ, וְגוֹ׳ ה׳ וַידְַבֵּר הַכָּתוּב אָמַר וְלָכֵן אוּ לְישְׂ שְׂ  
ניֵ עֲדַת כָּל ראֹשׁ אֶת רָאֵל, בְּ לָּם ישְׂ כֻּ א מֻכְרָחִים שֶׁ לְהִנָּשֵׂ  

נָּפְלוּ אַף וְלְהִתְעַלּוֹת שֶׁ . 

“By their families”—to their root. “To the house of their 
fathers”—for we are a part of the Patriarchs, and we must reach 
the deeds of the Patriarchs. “By the number of names”—as above, 
that the name is the root. 

חתָֹם פְּ ם, לְמִשְׁ רְשָׁ י אֲבתָֹם, לְבֵית לְשָׁ חֵלֶק אֲנחְַנוּ כִּ  
ה לְהַגִּיעַ וְצְרִיכִים מֵהָאֲבוֹת מִסְפַּר אָבוֹת, לְמַעֲשֵׂ בְּ  
מוֹת, נ״ַל שֵׁ ם כְּ הַשֵּׁ רֶשׁ הוּא שֶׁ הַשָּׁ . 

“Every male according to their skulls (לְגֻלְגְּלֹתָם)”—meaning, they 
will need to reincarnate (לְהִתְגַּלְגֵּל) many times until they are 
rectified. So why must they reincarnate? It would be better to fix 
themselves the first time. 

יִּהְיוּ לוֹמַר רָצוֹן לְגֻלְגְּלֹתָם, זכָָר כָּל לְהִתְגַּלְגֵּל צְרִיכִין שֶׁ  
ה עָמִים כַּמָּ נוּ, עַד פְּ יִּתְקַּ ה שֶׁ הֲלֹא לְהִתְגַּלְגֵּל לָהֶם וְלָמָּ  
נוּ טוֹב יְּתַקְּ עַם עַצְמָם שֶׁ פַּ הָרִאשׁוֹן בַּ . 

“Lift up the head,” etc. Rashi explains: “Out of their belovedness, 
He counts them at every moment,” etc. But, “Only the tribe of 
Levi do not count among them,” etc. Rashi explains: “It is fitting 
that the legion of the King be counted on its own.” And one must 
understand: What is the virtue in being counted separately? 

אוּ ירֵשׁ״י גו׳ ראֹשׁ אֶת שְׂ תָן מִתּוֹךְ פֵּ כָּל אוֹתָם מוֹנהֶ חִיבָּ  
עָה ה אֶת אֲבָל כו׳ שָׁ ירֵשׁ״י גו׳, בְּתוֹךְ תִפְקדֹ לֹא לֵוִי מַטֵּ פֵּ  
דַאי ל לְגִיוֹן הוּא כְּ וְצָרִיךְ לְבַדּוֹ. נמְִנהֶ לִהְיוֹת מֶלֶךְ שֶׁ  

יִּהְיהֶ הִיא מַעֲלָה מַה לְהָבִין לְבַדּוֹ נמְִנהֶ שֶׁ . 

It is written (Hoshea 2:1): “And the number of the Children of 
Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured 
nor counted,” etc. And the Gemara raises a contradiction: The 
beginning [of the verse] speaks of number, and the end says it 
cannot be measured or counted. They resolved: “Here [it refers to 
when] they do the will of the Omnipresent—then they are beyond 
number; but here [it refers to when] they do not do His will—then 
they have a number.” 

תִיב עַ כְּ ר וְהָיהָ א( ב׳, )הוֹשֵׁ ניֵ מִסְפַּ רָאֵל בְּ הַיָּם כְּחוֹל ישְׂ  
ר ד לֹא אֲשֶׁ פֵר וְלֹא ימַּ גְּמָרָא וְרָמֵי וְגו׳, יסָּ א בַּ יפָא רֵישָׁ אַסֵּ  
ר וְהָיהָ ד אֶלָּא מִסְפַּ פֵר, וְלֹא ימַּ ין כָּאן וְתִירְצוּ יסָּ בַּעוֹשִׂ  

ל רְצוֹנוֹ ר לָהֶם אֵין מָקוֹם שֶׁ אֵינםָ וְכָאן מִסְפָּ ין בְּ עוֹשִׂ  
ל רְצוֹנוֹ ר לָהֶם ישֵׁ מָקוֹם שֶׁ מִסְפָּ . 

One must understand: Did not Hashem bless our father Avraham 
(Bereishis 28:14), “And your seed shall be like the dust of the 
earth,” and (ibid. 22:17), “I shall surely multiply your seed,” etc., 
and “like the sand upon the seashore”? How can this depend on 
whether they do His will or not? After all, the blessing and the 
promise should surely be fulfilled. 

ם הֲלֹא לְהָבִין, וְצָרִיךְ רַךְ הַשֵּׁ רֵךְ יתְִבָּ אָבִינוּ אַבְרָהָם אֶת בֵּ  
לוֹם עָלָיו ית הַשָּׁ עֲפַר זרְַעֲךָ וְהָיהָ י״ד( כ״ח, )בְּרֵאשִׁ כַּ  

ם וְגו׳ הָאָרֶץ וְגו׳ זרְַעֲךָ אֶת אַרְבֶּה הַרְבֵּה י״ז( כ״ב, )שָׁ  
ר וּכְחוֹל פַת עַל אֲשֶׁ לוּי וּמַה הַיָּם, שְׂ ין תָּ וְאֵינםָ בַּעוֹשִׂ  
ין רָכָה מָקוֹם מִכָּל עוֹשִׂ תְקַיֵּם רָאוּי וְהַהַבְטָחָה הַבְּ תִּ שֶׁ . 
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However, the root of the matter is this: Behold, there are many 
worlds, and they have number. And those immersed within the 
worlds—they have number. But Hashem, may He be blessed, is 
beyond number. And before “One,” what is there to count? For 
number begins with one, two, three. But before the One who 
transcends number, there is no concept of counting at all. 

שֹּׁרֶשׁ אֲבָל הִנֵּה הוּא, הַ ה ישֵׁ דְּ לָהֶם וְישֵׁ עוֹלָמוֹת כַּמָּ  
ר, קוּעִים מִסְפָּ ר, לָהֶם ישֵׁ הָעוֹלָמוֹת בְּתוֹךְ וְהַשְּׁ אֲבָל מִסְפָּ  

ם רַךְ הַשֵּׁ ר, מִן לְמַעְלָה הוּא יתְִבָּ סְפָּ מַה אֶחָד וְלִפְניֵ הַמִּ  
ה י מוֹנהֶ, אַתָּ ר כִּ סְפָּ ניַםִ אֶחָד הוּא הַמִּ ה, שְׁ לֹשָׁ וְלִפְניֵ שְׁ  

הוּא הָאֶחָד ר מִן לְמַעְלָה שֶׁ סְפָּ ם הַמִּ יָּךְ אֵין שָׁ ר שַׁ מִסְפָּ  
לָל  .כְּ

“You are One but not in count” — for He is above all accounting 
and number. For number is bound to time. For example: today is 
one, tomorrow is two. But Hashem is above time. 

ן, וְלֹא חַד הוּא אַנתְּ בָּ חֻשְׁ הוּא בְּ רַךְ שֶׁ מִן לְמַעְלָה יתְִבָּ  
בּוֹן ר, הַחֶשְׁ סְפָּ י וְהַמִּ ר כִּ סְפָּ זְּמַן, הוּא הַמִּ רֶךְ בַּ ל דֶּ הַיּוֹם מָשָׁ  

ניַםִ, הוּא וּלְמָחָר אֶחָד הוּא ם שְׁ רַךְ וְהַשֵּׁ לְמַעְלָה הוּא יתְִבָּ  
הַזְּמַן מִן . 

Therefore, when they do the will of the Omnipresent—which is 
itself beyond time—then they have no number, because they are 
cleaving to Hashem, who is beyond number. But when they do not 
do His will, and are not cleaving to Him, then they have number. 

ין וְלָכֵן עוֹשִׂ ל רְצוֹנוֹ כְּשֶׁ הָרָצוֹן מָקוֹם שֶׁ מִן לְמַעְלָה הוּא שֶׁ  
ר לָהֶם אֵין אָז הַזְּמַן, הֵם מִסְפָּ בוּקִים שֶׁ רַךְ בַּה׳ דְּ יתְִבָּ  
הוּא ר, מִן לְמַעְלָה שֶׁ סְפָּ אֵינםָ אֲבָל הַמִּ ין כְּשֶׁ רְצוֹנוֹ עוֹשִׂ  

ל בוּקִים וְאֵינםָ מָקוֹם שֶׁ רַךְ בּוֹ דְּ ר לָהֶם ישֵׁ לָכֵן יתְִבָּ מִסְפָּ . 

Therefore, here, since it was after the sin of the Golden Calf, and 
they were not then doing the will of the Omnipresent, therefore 
they had number. And the promise to our father Avraham, peace 
be upon him, was that if they would do the will of the Omnipresent 
and cleave to Him, they would have no number. But afterwards the 
sin occurred, and the promise was not fulfilled. 

הָיהָ כָּאן וְלָכֵן ין אָז הָיוּ וְלֹא הָעֵגֶל חֵטְא אַחַר שֶׁ עוֹשִׂ  
ל רְצוֹנוֹ ר, לָהֶם הָיהָ לָכֵן מָקוֹם שֶׁ וְהַהַבְטָחָה מִסְפָּ  

לוֹם עָלָיו אָבִינוּ לְאַבְרָהָם אִם הָיתְָה הַשָּׁ ין יִּהְיוּ שֶׁ עוֹשִׂ  
ל רְצוֹנוֹ בוּקִים וְיהְִיוּ מָקוֹם שֶׁ רַךְ בּוֹ דְּ לָהֶם יהְִיהֶ לֹא יתְִבָּ  

ר, הַהַבְטָחָה נתְִקַיֵּם וְלֹא הַחֵטְא גָּרַם כָּךְ וְאַחַר מִסְפָּ . 

For so we find regarding our father Yaakov, peace be upon him: 
Even after the promise, he feared, saying “Perhaps sin will cause” 
[its cancellation]. 

ן כֵּ יעֲַקבֹ מָצִינוּ שֶׁ לוֹם עָלָיו אָבִינוּ בְּ אַחַר הַשָּׁ הַהַבְטָחָה שֶׁ  
א אָמַר נתְִירֵָא מָּ הַחֵטְא יגְִרםֹ שֶׁ . 

Now, the tribe of Levi did not worship the Golden Calf and were 
righteous; and therefore, they were worthy of having no number at 
all. However, they had to descend from their level in order to 
redeem the firstborns, for each Levite redeemed one firstborn. 

בֶט וְהִנֵּה יקִים וְהָיוּ הָעֵגֶל אֶת עָבְדוּ לֹא לֵוִי שֵׁ וְהָיוּ צַדִּ  
לֹּא רְאוּייִם ר לָהֶם יהְִיהֶ שֶׁ לָל. מִסְפָּ הָיוּ אֲבָל כְּ צְרִיכִים שֶׁ  

ל לְשֵׁ תַּ דְרֵגָתָם וְלֵירֵד לְהִשְׁ דֵי מִמַּ הַבְּכוֹרִים, אֶת לִפְדּוֹת כְּ  
כָּל ן שֶׁ אֶחָד בְּכוֹר פּוֹדֶה הָיהָ לֵוִי בֶּ . 

And the firstborns were not doing the will of the Omnipresent, and 
they had number. Therefore, the Levites were not counted with 
[the rest of] Israel except so that it would be known that Israel had 
number by themselves. But the Levites themselves were fitting to 
be beyond number—only for the sake of the firstborns, as above. 

ים הָיוּ לֹא וְהַבְּכוֹרִים ל רְצוֹנוֹ עוֹשִׂ לָהֶם וְהָיהָ מָקוֹם שֶׁ  
ר, רָאֵל עִם הַלְוִיִּם נמְִנוּ לֹא וְלָכֵן מִסְפָּ דֵי רַק ישְׂ יִּהְיוּ כְּ שֶׁ  
רִים רָאֵל נכָּ יִּשְׂ ר לָהֶם הָיהָ שֶׁ ד מִסְפָּ אֲבָל עַצְמָן, מִצַּ  
ד הַלְוִיִּם לֹּא רְאוּייִם הָיוּ עַצְמָן מִצַּ ר לָהֶם יהְִיהֶ שֶׁ מִסְפָּ  
לָל בִיל רַק כְּ נ״ַל הַבְּכוֹרִים בִּשְׁ כְּ . 
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And this is [what is meant by] the saying of our Sages: “You have 
made Me into one entity,” as it is said, “Hear O Israel… Hashem is 
One”; so too, “I shall make you one entity,” as it is said, “And who 
is like Your people Israel, one nation.” And this must be 
understood—what is the virtue of Israel that they are “one 
nation”? 

ם מֵאֲרָזלַ וְזהֶוּ יתוּניִ אַתֶּ נֶּאֱמַר א׳ חֲטִיבָה עֲשִׂ מַע שֶׁ שְׁ  
רָאֵל ה אֲניִ אַף אֶחָד, ה׳ וְגו׳ ישְׂ א׳ חֲטִיבָה אֶתְכֶם אֶעֱשֶׂ  
נֶּאֱמַר ךָ וּמִי שֶׁ עַמְּ רָאֵל כְּ מַה לְהָבִין וְצָרִיךְ אֶחָד, גּוֹי ישְׂ  
רָאֵל הִיא מַעֲלָה הֵם לְישְׂ אֶחָד גּוֹי שֶׁ . 

Rather, the meaning is that Israel are “one” like the Holy One, 
blessed be He, who is the true One. For there is a “passing one,” 
meaning a “one” that is in number—after which comes a second 
and a third. But Hashem, blessed be He, is the true One—He is 
One and there is no second with whom to associate. 

רָאֵל לוֹמַר רָצוֹן אֲבָל ישְׂ בָ״ה כְּמוֹ אֶחָד הֵם שְׁ הוּא הַקָּ שֶׁ  
יֵּשׁ הָאֱמֶת, אֶחָד הַייְנוּ עוֹבֵר אֶחָד שֶׁ ר אֶחָד דְּ סְפָּ מִּ בַּ יֵּשׁ שֶׁ שֶׁ  

ניִ אַחֲרָיו י, שְׁ לִישִׁ ם אֲבָל וּשְׁ רַךְ הַשֵּׁ י הָאֱמֶת א׳ הוּא יתְִבָּ כִּ  
ניִ וְאֵין אֶחָד הוּא לַחֲבִירָה לוֹ שֵׁ , 

(As it says in Yeshayahu 40:25) “And to whom shall you liken Me 
that I should be compared?” Therefore, He is called “the One of 
truth,” and not a “one” that is of number—for He, may He be 
blessed, is above number. 

( עְיהָ יוּניִ מִי וְאֶל כ״ה( מ׳, ישַׁ דַמְּ וֶה תְּ לָכֵן וְגו׳, וְאֶשְׁ  
ר, אֶחָד וְלֹא הָאֱמֶת אֶחָד נקְִרָא סְפָּ מִּ בַּ י שֶׁ רַךְ הוּא כִּ יתְִבָּ  

ר מִן לְמַעְלָה סְפָּ הַמִּ . 

And this is [the meaning of] “You are One but not in count” (אנת 
בחושבן וְלא חד הוא )—for Hashem, may He be blessed, is One, but 

not one in the count, rather He is above counting and number, as 
explained above. 

ן, וְאַל חַד הוּא אַנתְּ וְזהֶוּ בָּ חֻשְׁ ם בְּ הַשֵּׁ רַךְ שֶׁ אֶחָד הוּא יתְִבָּ  
בּוֹן אֶחָד וְלֹא חֶשְׁ בַּ בּוֹן מִן לְמַעְלָה רַק שֶׁ ר הַחֶשְׁ סְפָּ וְהַמִּ  

נ״ַל  .כְּ

So too are Israel “one,” not within number, because they are 
cleaving to Hashem, blessed be He, who is above number. 

רָאֵל כָּךְ ר בְּתוֹךְ וְלֹא אֶחָד הֵם ישְׂ סְפָּ הֵם הַמִּ בוּקִים שֶׁ דְּ  
רַךְ בַּה׳ הוּא יתְִבָּ ר מִן לְמַעְלָה שֶׁ סְפָּ הַמִּ . 

And this is the concept of the mitzvah of counting the Omer, 
which Israel were commanded to fulfill—because they came out 
from the kelipos of Egypt and needed to receive the Torah, to 
arrive at Him, may He be blessed. 

נִּצְטַוּוּ הָעוֹמֶר סְפִירַת מִצְוַת עִניְןַ וְזהֶוּ רָאֵל, שֶׁ ניֵ ישְׂ מִפְּ  
יָּצְאוּ הַתּוֹרָה לְקַבֵּל צְרִיכִים וְהָיוּ מִצְרַיםִ קְלִיפּוֹת מִתּוֹךְ שֶׁ  
רַךְ אֵלָיו לָבוֹא יתְִבָּ . 

And they needed to pass through worlds that have number, and 
afterwards come to Hashem, may He be blessed, and then be able 
to receive the Torah. 

רֶךְ לַעֲבוֹר צְרִיכִים וְהָיוּ יֵּשׁ עוֹלָמוֹת דֶּ ר לָהֶם שֶׁ מִסְפָּ  
ם אֶל בָּאוּ כָּךְ וְאַחַר רַךְ הַשֵּׁ לְקַבֵּל יכְוֹלִים וְהָיוּ יתְִבָּ  

 .הַתּוֹרָה
And this is what is written: “You shall count fifty days”—but in 
truth, we only count forty-nine days. 

כָּתוּב וְזהֶוּ רוּ שֶׁ סְפְּ ים תִּ רַק סוֹפְרִין אֵין וְהֲלֹא יוֹם, חֲמִשִּׁ  
עָה שְׁ עִים תִּ יוֹם וְאַרְבָּ . 

But with the Creator, blessed be He, it is [truly] fifty—because 
Hashem, blessed be He, is also called “One,” but He is not within 
the number. Therefore, we do not count that “One.” Understand 
this well. 

עִם אֲבָל רַךְ הַבּוֹרֵא שֶׁ ים, הִיא יתְִבָּ ם חֲמִשִּׁ הַשֵּׁ רַךְ שֶׁ יתְִבָּ  
ן גַם נקְִרָא אֵינוֹ אֲבָל אֶחָד כֵּ בּוֹן, בְּתוֹךְ שֶׁ אֵין לְכָךְ הַחֶשְׁ  

וְהָבֵן אֶחָד אוֹתוֹ סוֹפְרִין . 
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“Each man by his banner, with signs according to the house of 
their fathers”—this is [what is meant by] the verse (Tehillim 20:6): 
“We will sing with joy in Your salvation, and in the name of our 
God we will raise a banner.” And from where is it known that this 
is [an expression] of love? As it is said (Shir HaShirim 2:4): “And 
His banner over me is love.” 

גְלוֹ אִישׁ כְתִיב הִיא הֲדָא אֲבתָֹם, לְבֵית בְּאתֹוֹת עַל־דִּ דִּ  
ים הִלִּ ם בִּישׁוּעָתֶךָ נרְַנְּנהָ ו׳( כ׳, )תְּ נדְִגּוֹל, אֱלֹהֵינוּ וּבְשֵׁ  

הוּא וּמִנַּיןִ ל שֶׁ נֶּאֱמַר אַהֲבָה, שֶׁ יר שֶׁ ירִים )שִׁ ד׳( ב׳, הַשִּׁ  
אַהֲבָה עָלַי וְדִגְלוֹ . 

It is already known that the Patriarchs are the [Divine] Chariot, 
and each person, through the aspect of the Patriarchs within him, 
becomes the Chariot. However, the children are considered like 
“the thighs of their father” ( דאבוה כרעיה ), and the Chariot must be 
complete. 

בָר הָאֲבוֹת נוֹדַע כְּ בָה, הֵן הֵן שֶׁ רְכָּ ידְֵי עַל אֶחָד וְכָל הַמֶּ  
חִינתַ בּוֹ, אֲבוֹת בְּ בָה, הוּא שֶׁ רְכָּ ניִם אֶלָּא הַמֶּ הַבָּ הֵם שֶׁ  
חִינתַ רָעֵי בְּ אַבּוּהִי, כְּ הְיהֶ וְצָרִיךְ דְּ תִּ בָה שֶׁ רְכָּ הַמֶּ  

לֵימוּת  .בִּשְׁ

And we say “the God of Avraham,” etc.—for these are the 
Patriarchs themselves in their completeness. 

הֵם כו׳, אַבְרָהָם אֱלֹהֵי אוֹמְרִים וַאֲנחְַנוּ חִינתַ שֶׁ הָאֲבוֹת בְּ  
לֵימוּתָם עַצְמָם בִּשְׁ . 

Now it is written (Bamidbar 21:18), “From the wilderness—[a 
gift] was given,” meaning Hashem, may He be blessed, gave us 
His speech as a gift. 

תִיב וְהִנֵּה דְבָּר כְּ מִּ דְבָּר י״ח( כ״א, )בַּ נהָ, מִמִּ ם מַתָּ הַשֵּׁ שֶׁ  
רַךְ בּוּרוֹ לָנוּ נתַָן יתְִבָּ נהָ דִּ מַתָּ בְּ . 

For Avraham fulfilled the entire Torah before it was given, because 
his love was complete, and he fulfilled the Torah of kindness even 
before it was given. 

י לֹּא עַד הַתּוֹרָה כָּל קִיֵּים אַבְרָהָם כִּ נהָ, שֶׁ י נתְּ הָאַהֲבָה כִּ  
לּוֹ לֵימָה הָיתְָה שֶׁ לֹּא עַד חֶסֶד תּוֹרַת תּוֹרָה וְקִיֵּים שְׁ שֶׁ  

נהָ  .נתְּ
But Israel, who are “the thighs of their father,” needed to be given 
the speech of Torah as a gift. 

רָאֵל אֲבָל הֵם ישְׂ רָעֵי שֶׁ אַבּוּהִי כְּ ן הוּצְרְכוּ דְּ נהָ לִיתֵּ מַתָּ בְּ  
בּוּר ל הַדִּ תּוֹרָה שֶׁ . 

And speech is called a form of governance—as in (Tehillim 47:4): 
“He shall speak to nations beneath us”—for through speech, 
everything is governed. 

בּוּר וְנקְִרָא ים הַנהְָגָה לְשׁוֹן דִּ הִלִּ ים ידְַבֵּר ד׳( מ״ז, )תְּ עַמִּ  
ינוּ, חְתֵּ עַל תַּ בּוּר ידְֵי שֶׁ כֹּל מִתְנהֵַג הַדִּ הַ . 

And we need to enter the level of the Patriarchs, as stated in “the 
God of Avraham,” etc. 

יֵּכָנסְוּ וְצָרִיכִין אֲמוּר אֲבוֹת לְמַדְרֵגַת שֶׁ אֱלֹהֵי כָּ אַבְרָהָם בְּ  
 .וְגו׳

And this is [the meaning of] “Each man by his banner, with 
signs”—that is, every person can, through the letters, come to the 
house of their fathers, to return to the level of the Patriarchs, to 
their root. 

גְלוֹ עַל אִישׁ וְזהֶוּ יכָוֹל אִישׁ כָּל לוֹמַר רָצוֹן בְּאתֹוֹת, דִּ  
אֲבוֹת לְבְחִינתַ בְּאוֹתָם לְבֵית הָאוֹתִיּוֹת ידְֵי עַל לָבוֹא  

ם יוּחֲזרְוּ רְשָׁ לְשָׁ . 

Now all souls that have fallen—man must raise them to their root, 
those that are related to his own root, as explained elsewhere. 

מוֹת כָּל וְהִנֵּה נָּפְלוּ הַנְּשָׁ לְהַעֲלוֹתָם הָאָדָם צָרִיךְ שֶׁ  
ם רְשָׁ יָּכִים אוֹתָן לְשָׁ רְשׁוֹ הַשַּׁ מְבאָֹר לְשָׁ מָקוֹם כְּ אַחֵר בְּ . 

And in truth, there is no soul that will not be rectified, Heaven 
forbid—for it will ascend from level to level until it reaches its 
place of repair. 

מָה שׁוּם אֵין וּבֶאֱמֶת לֹּא נשָׁ ן שֶׁ תְקַּ לוֹם, חַס תִּ י וְשָׁ כִּ  
תְעַלֶּה דְרֵגָה תִּ גִּיעַ עַד לְמַדְרֵגָה מִמַּ תַּ קּוּנהָּ לִמְקוֹם שֶׁ תִּ . 
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For He, blessed be He, thinks thoughts so that no one be cast away. 
But all of this is only when there is no one to rectify the 
soul—then it must ascend slowly, level by level, and it will take a 
long time. 

י רַךְ הוּא כִּ ב יתְִבָּ בוֹת חוֹשֵׁ י מַחֲשָׁ ח לְבִלְתִּ נּוּ ידָּ ח, מִמֶּ נדָּ  
אֵין הוּא זהֶ כָּל אֲבָל נהָּ מִי כְּשֶׁ יְּתַקֵּ לֵילֵךְ צְרִיכָה שֶׁ  

דְרֵגָה דֶר לְמַדְרֵגָה מִמַּ סֵּ בָר וְיתְִאָרֵךְ כַּ הַדָּ . 

But when there is someone to rectify it through words of Torah 
and prayer—because the soul is fallen letters—its elevation is also 
through letters. And then it can skip several levels and be rectified 
in one moment. 

יֵּשׁ אֲבָל נהָּ מִי כְּשֶׁ יְּתַקֵּ דִבְרֵי שֶׁ י וּתְפִלָּה תּוֹרָה בְּ מָה כִּ הַנְּשָׁ  
נָּפְלוּ, אוֹתִיּוֹת הִיא ן גַּם הַעֲלָאָתָהּ לָכֵן שֶׁ ידְֵי עַל כֵּ  

ג יוּכַל וְאָז אוֹתִיּוֹת, ה לְדַלֵּ ן מַדְרֵגוֹת כַּמָּ פַעַם וְיתְִקַּ אֶחָד בְּ . 

And this is [the meaning of] “Each man by his banner, with 
signs”—through the letters, he gathers all those connected to his 
root, to bring them to the house of their fathers—to their source. 

גְלוֹ עַל אִישׁ וְזהֶוּ עַל בְּאתֹוֹת, דִּ כָּל יאֱֶסףֹ הָאוֹתִיּוֹת ידְֵי שֶׁ  
יָּכִים רְשׁוֹ הַשַּׁ יַּגִּיעוּ לְשָׁ ם אֲבוֹתָם לְבֵית שֶׁ רְשָׁ לְשָׁ . 

And it has already been explained that the salvation of Israel is the 
salvation of the Holy One, blessed be He. 

יְּשׁוּעָתָן מְבוֹאָר וְכְבָר ל שֶׁ רָאֵל שֶׁ בָ״ה ישְׁוּעַת הוּא ישְׂ הַקָּ . 

And this is [the meaning of the verse], “We will sing with joy in 
Your salvation,” etc. And it said, “And from where do we know 
this is of love?” as it says, etc. 

הִיא וּמִנַּיןִ וְאָמַר וְגו׳, בִּישׁוּעָתֶךָ נרְַנְּנהָ וְזהֶוּ ל שֶׁ אַהֲבָה שֶׁ  
נֶּאֱמַר וְגו׳ שֶׁ . 

Meaning, through the great love that connects with the Holy One, 
blessed be He, one can raise fallen sparks above their 
station—skipping many levels in a single moment. 

עַל לוֹמַר רָצוֹן ר הַגְּדוֹלָה הָאַהֲבָה ידְֵי שֶׁ תְקַשֶּׁ מִּ בָּהּ שֶׁ  
בָ״ה, הַקָּ נָּפְלוּ, הַנִּצּוֹצוֹת מַעֲלֶה אָז בַּ דְרֵגָתָם לְמַעְלָה שֶׁ מִמַּ  
גִים ה וּמְדַלְּ פַעַם מַדְרֵגוֹת כַּמָּ אֶחָד בְּ . 

And this is: “Do not read ֹוְדִגְלו (His banner) but ֹוְדִילּוּגו (His 
skipping)”—because out of love He skips many levels. 

קְרֵי אַל וְזהֶוּ י אַהֲבָה, עָלַי וְדִלּוּגוֹ אֶלָּא וְדִגְלוֹ תִּ בָ״ה כִּ הַקָּ  
ניִם מְאדֹ אוֹהֵב תַקְּ מְּ אוֹתוֹ וּמְבִיאִים נצִּוֹץ אֵיזהֶ כְּשֶׁ  

 .לְמַעְלָה
And this is: “And His banner over me was love”—the gathering 
[of sparks], out of love. And why is it called “His skipping”? 
Because it means He skips many levels because of love. 

הוּא מַה וְדִגְלוֹ וְזהֶוּ ף, שֶּׁ ניֵ אַהֲבָה, עָלַי מֵאַסֵּ זֶּה מַה וּמִפְּ  
ג לוֹמַר רָצוֹן וְדִילּוּגוֹ מְדַלֵּ ה כְּ ניֵ מַדְרֵגוֹת כַּמָּ הָאַהֲבָה מִפְּ . 

​
[NOTE: 📖 Summary 
The Chernobyler Maggid begins by exploring the verse " גְלוֹ עַל אִישׁ אתֹוֹת דִּ אֲבתָֹם לְבֵית בְּ " (Each 
man by his banner, with signs according to the house of their fathers), uncovering its mystical 
dimension. This arrangement of tribal banners is not merely a logistical matter, but a symbolic 
map of spiritual identity and rootedness in the Patriarchs, who represent the holy 
“Merkavah”—the divine chariot. Each Jew is spiritually connected to the Avos, and by aligning 
oneself with the אותות (letters/signs), one returns to this root. 

These “letters” are not just signs on a flag, but the holy letters of Torah and prayer—mystical 
building blocks that shape souls and worlds. The discourse teaches that fallen souls (even those 
distant or spiritually “lost”) can be uplifted and rectified by someone who uses these holy letters 
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with love and kavanah. Normally, rectification takes time—ascending level after level—but love 
 enables divine skipping (dilug) of levels, hastening healing and return. This is alluded to (אַהֲבָה)
in the verse: " אַהֲבָה עָלַי ודִגְלוֹ " (“His banner over me was love”)—which, read midrashically, 
becomes "ֹודִלּוּגו"—His “leaping over” levels due to love. 

The discourse thus binds together: 

●​ the order of the banners, 
●​ the mystical letters of Torah and Tefillah, 
●​ the principle of soul-rectification, 
●​ and the cosmic power of divine love. 

🪔 Practical Takeaway 

Every word of Torah and Tefillah you say—with love—can uplift lost sparks, including 
people connected to your soul-root.​
You don’t have to be a tzaddik to redeem souls—you just have to say words of holiness with 
deep love. The souls you elevate may be parts of yourself, your children, ancestors, or Jews 
across time whose spiritual repair is bound to you. Even if you feel low or broken, by connecting 
to the divine “banner” of Torah and davening, you return to your source: the house of your 
fathers. 

Don’t underestimate your speech. Every Hebrew letter you utter has cosmic weight. And with 
love? It leaps across spiritual realms. 

🕯 Chassidic Story – The Chernobyler’s Leaping Love 

(Source: Shivchei HaMe’or Einayim, early collections from Chernobyl tradition) 

One Shabbos afternoon, the Chernobyler Maggid was deep in thought, his eyes closed. Suddenly, 
he burst into a melody—soft, trembling—and then shouted mid-song, "And His skipping over 
me is love!" The Chassidim were stunned. After Havdalah, someone dared to ask what had 
moved him so. 

The Rebbe explained that during his silent meditation, he saw the soul of a Jewish innkeeper, 
recently deceased, trapped in a bitter place—having lived a coarse life, far from Torah. But in a 
moment of longing before he died, that man had whispered aloud the words: "Ribono Shel 
Olam, I wish I had learned!" 

“That whisper,” said the Rebbe, “was a letter. And that letter found its way to me, to my mouth, 
to my song. When I sang ‘ אַהֲבָה עָלַי וְדִילּוּגוֹ ,’ I felt Hashem skip all protocol and pull that soul 
straight to Gan Eden. That’s what love does—it leaps.” 
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Author: Reb Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl, author of Me’or Einayim, foundational rebbe of 
the Chernobyl dynasty, teacher of Reb Zusha and the Maggid of Mezritch’s circle. 

Primary Source: Me’or Einayim on Parshas Bamidbar s.v. “ דגלו על איש .”​
Story Source: Early oral traditions preserved in Shivchei HaMe’or Einayim and Beis Chernobyl 
archives. END NOTE] 
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