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And Hashem spoke to Moshe in the wilderness of Sinai, etc.,
on the first of the month, etc., saying: “Lift up the head of all
the congregation of the Children of Israel,” etc., “by the
number of names,” etc. And it needs to be understood: what is
“to say” (A%RY), for it is not relevant here to say to the Children
of Israel, since the command was to Moshe alone—to count
Israel.
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However, the matter is as it is written (Yeshayahu 40:26), “The
One who brings out their hosts by number” — that Hashem, may
He be blessed, brings out the host of Israel by number, and it is
impossible that even one of them should be missing, God forbid.
They must always be complete.
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As our Sages said: The Shechinah does not dwell with fewer than
twenty-two thousand Jews. And if there are more—so much the
better. But from that minimum number, it is impossible that any
be missing.
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And the end of the verse: “He calls to all of them by name.” For
the name of a person is his soul—because the letters of his name
are his root and his vitality, and with them he serves Hashem,
studies, and prays.
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Therefore, the wicked do not know their name — meaning, they
do not know why these letters were given to them for their name.
A tzaddik serves Hashem with them and studies and prays — but
not so the wicked.
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The rule is: It is impossible that even one Jew be lost. Even souls
that have fallen — i.e., the souls of the wicked — they cannot be
lost, God forbid.
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Rather, He, may He be blessed, thinks thoughts so that none
should be cast away — and so these souls are reincarnated many
times until they are rectified and elevated.
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Now, the Children of Israel at that time were fallen souls—for
when they stood at Mount Sinai, their defilement ceased, but
when they made the Golden Calf, the defilement returned.
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Therefore the verse says, “And Hashem spoke, etc., to say” — to
Israel: “Lift up the head of all the congregation of the Children of
Israel” — for all of them must be lifted and elevated, even though
they have fallen.
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“By their families”—to their root. “To the house of their
fathers”—for we are a part of the Patriarchs, and we must reach
the deeds of the Patriarchs. “By the number of names”—as above,
that the name is the root.
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“Every male according to their skulls (2n23737)"—meaning, they
will need to reincarnate (2373n17) many times until they are
rectified. So why must they reincarnate? It would be better to fix
themselves the first time.
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“Lift up the head,” etc. Rashi explains: “Out of their belovedness,
He counts them at every moment,” etc. But, “Only the tribe of
Levi do not count among them,” etc. Rashi explains: “It is fitting
that the legion of the King be counted on its own.” And one must
understand: What is the virtue in being counted separately?
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It is written (Hoshea 2:1): “And the number of the Children of
Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured
nor counted,” etc. And the Gemara raises a contradiction: The
beginning [of the verse] speaks of number, and the end says it
cannot be measured or counted. They resolved: “Here [it refers to
when] they do the will of the Omnipresent—then they are beyond
number; but here [it refers to when] they do not do His will—then
they have a number.”
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One must understand: Did not Hashem bless our father Avraham
(Bereishis 28:14), “And your seed shall be like the dust of the
earth,” and (ibid. 22:17), “I shall surely multiply your seed,” etc.,
and “like the sand upon the seashore”? How can this depend on
whether they do His will or not? After all, the blessing and the
promise should surely be fulfilled.
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However, the root of the matter is this: Behold, there are many
worlds, and they have number. And those immersed within the
worlds—they have number. But Hashem, may He be blessed, is
beyond number. And before “One,” what is there to count? For
number begins with one, two, three. But before the One who
transcends number, there is no concept of counting at all.
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“You are One but not in count” — for He is above all accounting
and number. For number is bound to time. For example: today is
one, tomorrow is two. But Hashem is above time.
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Therefore, when they do the will of the Omnipresent—which is
itself beyond time—then they have no number, because they are
cleaving to Hashem, who is beyond number. But when they do not
do His will, and are not cleaving to Him, then they have number.
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Therefore, here, since it was after the sin of the Golden Calf, and
they were not then doing the will of the Omnipresent, therefore
they had number. And the promise to our father Avraham, peace
be upon him, was that if they would do the will of the Omnipresent
and cleave to Him, they would have no number. But afterwards the
sin occurred, and the promise was not fulfilled.
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For so we find regarding our father Yaakov, peace be upon him:
Even after the promise, he feared, saying “Perhaps sin will cause”
[its cancellation].
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Now, the tribe of Levi did not worship the Golden Calf and were
righteous; and therefore, they were worthy of having no number at
all. However, they had to descend from their level in order to
redeem the firstborns, for each Levite redeemed one firstborn.
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And the firstborns were not doing the will of the Omnipresent, and
they had number. Therefore, the Levites were not counted with
[the rest of] Israel except so that it would be known that Israel had
number by themselves. But the Levites themselves were fitting to
be beyond number—only for the sake of the firstborns, as above.
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And this is [what is meant by] the saying of our Sages: “You have
made Me into one entity,” as it is said, “Hear O Israel... Hashem is
One”; so too, “I shall make you one entity,” as it is said, “And who
is like Your people Israel, one nation.” And this must be
understood—what is the virtue of Israel that they are “one
nation”?
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Rather, the meaning is that Israel are “one” like the Holy One,
blessed be He, who is the true One. For there is a “passing one,”
meaning a “one” that is in number—after which comes a second
and a third. But Hashem, blessed be He, is the frue One—He is
One and there is no second with whom to associate.
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(As it says in Yeshayahu 40:25) “And to whom shall you liken Me
that I should be compared?” Therefore, He is called “the One of
truth,” and not a “one” that is of number—for He, may He be
blessed, 1s above number.
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And this is [the meaning of] “You are One but not in count” (nX
12wa XYY 71 XI)—for Hashem, may He be blessed, is One, but
not one in the count, rather He is above counting and number, as
explained above.
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So too are Israel “one,” not within number, because they are
cleaving to Hashem, blessed be He, who is above number.
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And this is the concept of the mitzvah of counting the Omer,
which Israel were commanded to fulfill—because they came out
from the kelipos of Egypt and needed to receive the Torah, to
arrive at Him, may He be blessed.
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And they needed to pass through worlds that have number, and
afterwards come to Hashem, may He be blessed, and then be able
to receive the Torah.
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And this is what is written: “You shall count fifty days”—but in
truth, we only count forty-nine days.
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But with the Creator, blessed be He, it is [truly] fifty—because
Hashem, blessed be He, is also called “One,” but He is not within
the number. Therefore, we do not count that “One.” Understand
this well.
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“Each man by his banner, with signs according to the house of
their fathers”—this is [what is meant by] the verse (Tehillim 20:6):
“We will sing with joy in Your salvation, and in the name of our
God we will raise a banner.” And from where is it known that this
is [an expression] of love? As it is said (Shir HaShirim 2:4): “And
His banner over me is love.”
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It is already known that the Patriarchs are the [Divine] Chariot,
and each person, through the aspect of the Patriarchs within him,
becomes the Chariot. However, the children are considered like
“the thighs of their father” (7m2ax7 7°¥13), and the Chariot must be
complete.
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And we say “the God of Avraham,” etc.—for these are the
Patriarchs themselves in their completeness.
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Now it is written (Bamidbar 21:18), “From the wilderness—{a
gift] was given,” meaning Hashem, may He be blessed, gave us
His speech as a gift.
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For Avraham fulfilled the entire Torah before it was given, because
his love was complete, and he fulfilled the Torah of kindness even
before it was given.
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But Israel, who are “the thighs of their father,” needed to be given
the speech of Torah as a gift.
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And speech is called a form of governance—as in (Tehillim 47:4):
“He shall speak to nations beneath us”—for through speech,
everything is governed.
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And we need to enter the level of the Patriarchs, as stated in “the
God of Avraham,” etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Each man by his banner, with
signs”—that is, every person can, through the letters, come to the
house of their fathers, to return to the level of the Patriarchs, to
their root.

2332 ¥R 92 117 11¥7 ,nink32 1937 DY vOR N
niag nrn2% anika n°2% niniNG °7) Yy 827
QY .

Now all souls that have fallen—man must raise them to their root,
those that are related to his own root, as explained elsewhere.
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And in truth, there is no soul that will not be rectified, Heaven
forbid—for it will ascend from level to level until it reaches its

place of repair.
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For He, blessed be He, thinks thoughts so that no one be cast away.
But all of this is only when there is no one to rectify the
soul—then it must ascend slowly, level by level, and it will take a
long time.
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But when there is someone to rectify it through words of Torah
and prayer—because the soul is fallen letters—its elevation is also
through letters. And then it can skip several levels and be rectified
in one moment.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Each man by his banner, with
signs”—through the letters, he gathers all those connected to his
root, to bring them to the house of their fathers—to their source.
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And it has already been explained that the salvation of Israel is the
salvation of the Holy One, blessed be He.
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And this is [the meaning of the verse], “We will sing with joy in
Your salvation,” etc. And it said, “And from where do we know
this is of love?” as it says, etc.
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Meaning, through the great love that connects with the Holy One,
blessed be He, one can raise fallen sparks above their
station—skipping many levels in a single moment.

A2 WRnaY 121733 12X T 79y mi? 1ivy)
D3RR 12Y07 1293W NINIRIT 77y TN 07202
TR OYDR NIXTTA 792 DN T

And this is: “Do not read 1737) (His banner) but ix%>7) (His
skipping)”—Dbecause out of love He skips many levels.
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And this is: “And His banner over me was love”—the gathering
[of sparks], out of love. And why is it called “His skipping”?
Because it means He skips many levels because of love.
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[NOTE: | Summary

The Chernobyler Maggid begins by exploring the verse "anag n»a% ninxa 937 »y wR" (Each
man by his banner, with signs according to the house of their fathers), uncovering its mystical
dimension. This arrangement of tribal banners is not merely a logistical matter, but a symbolic
map of spiritual identity and rootedness in the Patriarchs, who represent the holy
“Merkavah”—the divine chariot. Each Jew is spiritually connected to the Avos, and by aligning

oneself with the mnXk (letters/signs), one returns to this root.

These “letters” are not just signs on a flag, but the holy letters of Torah and prayer—mystical
building blocks that shape souls and worlds. The discourse teaches that fallen souls (even those
distant or spiritually “lost”) can be uplifted and rectified by someone who uses these holy letters
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with love and kavanah. Normally, rectification takes time—ascending level after level—but love
(720X) enables divine skipping (dilug) of levels, hastening healing and return. This is alluded to
in the verse: "m72a8 Yy 237" (“His banner over me was love”)—which, read midrashically,
becomes "i»%7"'—His “leaping over” levels due to love.

The discourse thus binds together:

the order of the banners,
the mystical letters of Torah and Tefillah,
the principle of soul-rectification,

and the cosmic power of divine love.

& Practical Takeaway

Every word of Torah and Tefillah you say—with love—can uplift lost sparks, including
people connected to your soul-root.

You don’t have to be a tzaddik to redeem souls—you just have to say words of holiness with
deep love. The souls you elevate may be parts of yourself, your children, ancestors, or Jews
across time whose spiritual repair is bound to you. Even if you feel low or broken, by connecting
to the divine “banner” of Torah and davening, you return to your source: the house of your
fathers.

Don’t underestimate your speech. Every Hebrew letter you utter has cosmic weight. And with
love? It leaps across spiritual realms.

Chassidic Story — The Chernobyler’s Leaping Love

(Source: Shivchei HaMe’or Einayim, early collections from Chernobyl tradition)

One Shabbos afternoon, the Chernobyler Maggid was deep in thought, his eyes closed. Suddenly,
he burst into a melody—soft, trembling—and then shouted mid-song, ""And His skipping over
me is love!" The Chassidim were stunned. After Havdalah, someone dared to ask what had
moved him so.

The Rebbe explained that during his silent meditation, he saw the soul of a Jewish innkeeper,
recently deceased, trapped in a bitter place—having lived a coarse life, far from Torah. But in a
moment of longing before he died, that man had whispered aloud the words: "Ribono Shel
Olam, I wish I had learned!"

“That whisper,” said the Rebbe, “was a letter. And that letter found its way to me, to my mouth,
to my song. When I sang ‘7123% °%y i39°7,” I felt Hashem skip all protocol and pull that soul
straight to Gan Eden. That’s what love does—it leaps.”
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Author: Reb Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl, author of Me 'or Einayim, foundational rebbe of
the Chernobyl dynasty, teacher of Reb Zusha and the Maggid of Mezritch’s circle.

Primary Source: Me or Einayim on Parshas Bamidbar s.v. “Y937 9 W*R.”

Story Source: Early oral traditions preserved in Shivchei HaMe or Einayim and Beis Chernobyl
archives. END NOTE]
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