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Menachem Mendel of Horodak

Pri Ha’Eretz

Parshas Shemos

Introduction

Menachem Mendel Horodaker was among the senior chassidim of the Alter Rebbe and the Mitteler Rebbe,
known for his penetrating inner analysis of avodah, humility, and the dangers of subtle spiritual selthood. In
this maamar, beginning with Moses’ anguished words, “And Moses returned to the Lord and said, ‘My Lord,
why have You done evil to this people, why is this that You sent me,”” he probes the inner psychology of
leadership, speech, and faith. Rather than reading Moses’ words as complaint, the Horodaker uncovers a
profound self-critique rooted in extreme humility: a fear that imperfect inner cleaving to God can distort even
holy speech and deepen exile instead of ending it. This introduction sets the stage for a searching exploration of
why resistance, opposition, and apparent failure are not contradictions to redemption, but essential instruments
through which true divine revelation emerges.

And Moses returned to the Lord and said, “My Lord, why
have You done evil to this people, why is this that You sent
me.” (Exodus 5:22)

And Rashi, of blessed memory, explains: and if you say, what
concern is it of yours, I complain about the fact that You sent
me.

And behold, the ethical lesson is simple and clear, that no
person should ask and insert himself into a matter that is not his.

And even Moses our teacher, peace be upon him, for whom it
could be said that he suffered in the suffering of Israel, for he
encompassed all, the entirety of Israel,

And nevertheless, what concern is it of yours, as in the
statement: “Concerning My children and the work of My hands,
you command Me.” (Isaiah 45:11)

Which is like one who becomes involved in a dispute that is not
his, what concern is it of yours.

But the truth is, behold, Scripture testifies about Moses our
teacher: “And the man Moses was exceedingly humble.”
(Numbers 12:3)

And in the place where you find his greatness, there you find his
humility. (Megillah 31a)
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At the time when the Holy One, blessed be He, said to Moses:
“Go, and I will send you to Pharaoh, and take My people, the
Children of Israel, out of Egypt,” (Exodus 3:10)

Moses said: “Please, my Lord, I am not a man of words...
please send by the hand You will send.” (Exodus 4:10, 13)

For Moses was lowly in his own eyes to arouse the Children of
Israel, knowing that redemption is impossible

Unless there is an awakening from below, as in the statement:
“So that they will believe that the Lord, the God of their fathers,
has appeared to you.” (Exodus 4:5)

For it is known that the essence of redemption is faith, and
through the merit of faith they are redeemed. (Mechilta,
Beshalach)

For the entire essence of exile is the absence of faith and its
diminishment, for one looks only to nature, as is known from the
matter of the Egyptian exile.

For they were sunk in their souls in the depths of the husks, and
had the Holy One, blessed be He, not taken Israel out at that
time, they would have been enslaved forever, Heaven forbid,
“they shall serve them forever.”

For it is known that they were already at the ultimate depth of
impurity, and redemption was impossible

Unless they would be transformed from one extreme to the other,
from the forty nine gates of impurity to the forty seven gates of
understanding, which is complete redemption,

That they should believe in the Lord, to know Him, and after
being a generation of knowledge they would succeed to
redemption,

As in the statement: “And this shall be your sign... when you
take the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this
mountain.” (Exodus 3:12)

And behold, Moses our teacher, who was able to place through
his speech matters that emerge from the heart to enter their hearts
with ultimate faith,
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Did not assess himself due to the magnitude of his lowliness, for
he did not consider himself fit for all of them,

As our Sages said: one who has fear of Heaven, his words are
heard. (Berakhot 6b)

And the matter of fear of Heaven is cleaving and complete, true
unification of all attributes to Him, blessed be He;

Fear is one attribute, and “Heaven” is the attribute of love, as is
known,

And after the nullification of all ego traits to Him, blessed be He,
“God answers him with a voice,” and his words are heard. (I
Kings 18:37)

Therefore, even one who fears Heaven, when he is engaged in
fear of Heaven his words are heard, and when he is not engaged,
they are not.

But Moses our teacher said: “And I supplicated the Lord,” for he
did not rely on good deeds but on a free gift,

Due to the magnitude of his comprehension of Him, blessed be
He, how He is infinite, and all are as nothing before Him,

And corporealities are turbid, even the crown is dark before Him,
the Cause of causes. (Zohar I, 21b)

And how is it possible to achieve cleaving and complete, true
unification with Him, blessed be He, so that one’s words will be
heard,

when one is corporeal, for not only will his words not help them,
but on the contrary, he may damage them,

by detaching their hearts toward materiality, causing his words
themselves to become physical,

For a physical matter is like poison: if it enters the heart, even the
best and choicest words

can become materialized through them, producing false greatness
and faith,

and opposition grows stronger as a result.

And behold, after the Holy One, blessed be He, compelled Moses

and he spoke to them,

Dathan and Abiram were standing and defiant against him,
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as Rashi, of blessed memory, explains on the word “standing,” 0°2%1 N9 2¥ 12727 131797 MY wWino
that they stood to confront him. (Exodus 5:20) aw w1 ,2:7 M) LinRIRY)
Moses our teacher attributed the deficiency to himself, neya 1iNemD 127 YR a9,
that through the words he spoke to them, he inserted within them DX 072 02197 DP9 12TV 127 0T WY
the venom of opposition m73073.
and an intensification one against the other. 71 YD a1 nN23ang).

Therefore he complained and said, “Why have You done evil to . s

: N I3 OY7 AYIg 7 RN 221p M7 197
this people, ' '
meaning that he had introduced more evil into them, anT> ¥y 072 02190Y WIIs.
and “why is this that You sent me,” meaning, through sending . , ,
e INTAWY 03 CIN2W N7 17 WD,

since I am lowly and corporeal, they became materialized : : _—
1272 07 WWINI AT F9Y 2.

through my words.

And the Holy One, blessed be He, answered him: “Now you nnw) .IRIN TRY (RIT 7IN2 WiTRD 12 W
shall see,” X:1)
meaning that vision and revelation must come through T2 DY NIER N2 MRANTT) RIY WD
opposition, m73In7.

and without this it is not discernible, as i1s known from the order ) )
D2iV7 NX™32 779R YIT2,123 K 7 7770,

of Creation.

Therefore, “He hardened Pharaoh’s heart,” I NAY) LY 2% DR P 1129)
so that “you shall tell,” for the sake of publicizing the miracle. naw ;2:° MAW) X1 “RI0ID DN L1900 TWnY
(Exodus 10:2; Shabbat 21b) 2"y R2)

[NOTE Summary:

This maamar addresses a deep paradox in the mission of Moses our teacher. On the surface, Moses appears to
complain: “Why have You done evil to this people.” Rashi explains this as a protest over being sent at all. Yet
the inner meaning is not rebellion, but radical humility and spiritual responsibility.

The Horodaker explains that the core of exile is not physical bondage, but the erosion of faith, when people
relate only to nature and material causality. This was the essence of the Egyptian exile, where Israel had sunk to
the lowest depths of spiritual impurity. Redemption was impossible unless there was a total reversal, a
transformation from the forty nine gates of impurity to the gates of divine understanding and faith. Redemption
depends on belief, on knowing God, and becoming a generation of awareness.

Moses understood that words which do not emerge from complete inner cleaving to God can have destructive
effects. If a speaker is still bound by materiality, his words, even holy ones, may enter the listener’s heart in a
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distorted way. Instead of elevating faith, they can strengthen resistance, ego, and false religiosity. Spiritual
speech, when tainted by subtle selthood, can become like poison.

When Datan and Aviram stood defiantly against Moses, Moses did not blame them. He blamed himself. He
believed that his own humility, his sense of smallness, and his fear that he lacked complete inner unity with
God caused his words to be received in a corrupted form. This is why he cried, “Why have You done evil to
this people,” meaning, I have harmed them by speaking. “Why did You send me,” meaning, my very sending
caused spiritual damage.

God’s response, “Now you will see,” reveals a fundamental principle: revelation comes through opposition.
Resistance is not a failure of the process, but a necessary stage. Just as creation itself emerged through
concealment and tension, so too redemption requires confrontation, hardened hearts, and struggle. Pharaoh’s
resistance was strengthened not despite redemption, but in order to make revelation unmistakable and public.
Only through darkness can light be clearly recognized.

Thus, Moses’ complaint is transformed into reassurance. His humility was not a flaw, but his greatest virtue.
The opposition he encountered was not proof of failure, but evidence that the process of redemption had truly
begun.

Practical Takeaway:**

Spiritual influence demands inner integrity. Teaching, guiding, or inspiring others requires continual self
examination. When resistance appears, the response is not to blame others, but to deepen one’s own inner
alignment. At the same time, opposition should not lead to despair. Struggle often signals that something real is
unfolding. Faith grows not only through harmony, but through perseverance in the face of resistance, trusting
that concealment itself is part of revelation.

Chassidic Story:

In the years after the Second World War, a small group of Holocaust survivors settled in a displaced persons
camp in Europe. Among them was a young man who had once been deeply religious, but after everything he
endured, he wanted nothing to do with faith. When a Chassidic teacher arrived to give classes and
encouragement, this young man became openly hostile. He mocked the prayers, challenged every idea, and
publicly attacked the teacher’s sincerity.

Others urged the teacher to remove him from the gatherings. Instead, the teacher insisted he remain. Privately,
the teacher was deeply shaken. He wondered whether his own inner state was flawed, whether his words were
causing harm rather than healing. He spent nights in self reflection, prayer, and quiet work on himself, without
confronting the young man directly.
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Months passed. One evening, after another heated outburst, the young man stayed behind. He broke down and
said, “I fight you because you do not run away. Everyone else gave up on me. Your calm makes me angry
because it reminds me of what I lost.”

Years later, that same man rebuilt a life of faith, slowly and painfully. He later said that the teacher’s
willingness to endure opposition without ego, and without abandoning him, saved his soul.

This story embodies the teaching of the maamar. True influence is not measured by immediate success, but by
the ability to remain inwardly aligned while standing firm through resistance. Opposition is often the hidden
doorway through which redemption enters.

END NOTE]
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