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From the talks of Shabbos Parshas Shelach, Blessing the Month of Tammuz, 1991

Introduction

Torah.

the final redemption.

This discourse, delivered by the Lubavitcher Rebbe (Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson) on Shabbat Parshat
Shelach, explores the mystical and practical lessons of the mission of the spies and its deeper relevance to every
Jew’s divine service. The Rebbe lived in Brooklyn, New York, and led the Chabad-Lubavitch movement from
1950 until his passing in 1994. He was a direct spiritual heir to the Baal Shem Tov’s teachings, with a powerful
focus on global Jewish awakening, messianic consciousness, and uniting the revealed and inner dimensions of

The Rebbe draws from classic Torah passages, Midrash, and Kabbalistic sources to illuminate the theme of
achdus (unity)—between Jews, within Torah, and between the individual soul and God. He presents the mission
of the spies not merely as a failed reconnaissance effort, but as a paradigm for individual spiritual growth and
the redemptive mission of every Jew in this world. This discourse calls for unifying action: spreading the
wellsprings of Chassidus, connecting mind and heart, Torah and mitzvos, and ultimately preparing the world for
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It has been spoken many times about the division of the Torah
reading into weekly portions—that although on every Shabbos we
read one parshah in the Torah, which is especially connected to
that specific time, and every day of the week one learns a portion
of the parshah that is connected especially to that day,
nevertheless, every parshah in the Torah and every individual part
of it is also connected with the entire Torah as a whole ("from
Bereishis until the eyes of all Israel"), for it is, in the language of
our parshah, “one Torah.”
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Like a single parshah, in which every part is connected to the
whole portion—as is emphasized in the reading of Shabbos
(which sums up all the days of the week), where the entire
parshah is read from its beginning to its end (in public, with
blessings before and after).
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This concept is emphasized especially in this week’s
parshah—Parshas Shelach:
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Parshas Shelach deals primarily with one topic: the story of the
spies, beginning with their sending (from the start of the parshah
until Sheini), their journey and return, their report to Moshe and
Aharon and the entire congregation, and the chain of events that
followed—including the punishment, etc. (from Sheini to close to
Chamishi).
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Following this is the section of the libations, “When you will
come into your dwellings... you shall offer a fire-offering to
Hashem... and wine for the libation...”—that even though they
sinned and were decreed not to enter the land, nevertheless, the
promise remained that they would indeed enter the land (from the
end of Revi’i until Shishi).
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It is a single long narrative, spread across many verses and
sections of the parshah, such that to understand the full picture
one cannot suffice with studying only one part—but must
continue through the rest of the parshah until the conclusion of
the matter. This underscores that (many) sections of the parshah
are really one unified parshah.
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And even more importantly—the parshah ends with the mitzvah
of Tzitzis, which, although a single mitzvah among the 613
commandments, is nevertheless “equal to all the mitzvos,” as it
says, “And you shall see it and remember all the mitzvos of
Hashem.”
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The word “Tzitzis” equals 600 in gematria, plus 8 strings and 5
knots—making 613.
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Its example in Torah is that each matter and parshah is connected
and related to all topics and parshiyos in the Torah—for the Torah
in its entirety is one Torah.
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We need to understand: (1) Since every matter of Torah is
completely precise, it stands to reason that the emphasis of unity
in Torah in Parshas Shelach is specifically related to the theme of
the parshah—the story of the spies. (2) What is the connection
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and relevance to the time in which Parshas Shelach is read—at
the end of the month of Sivan (as will be explained below).
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We must first explain the nature of the subject of the sending of
the spies—both in the weekly parshah, and in the haftarah, which
is the conclusion and seal of the Torah reading as a whole.
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Although the haftarah shares the same theme as the
parshah—narrating the sending of spies by Yehoshua—it contains
several differences from what is described in the parshah regarding
the spies sent by Moshe (as explained by the commentaries).
Among them:
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a) Concerning Moshe’s spies it says, “Send for yourself” (712722
P ,2""), and Rashi (according to the plain meaning) explains:
“According to your own understanding—I am not commanding
you. If you wish, send.”

"W W T MY R AWt 023 ma (R
DX ,77 T TR I TYT? (Xen 2 Torwin)
My g,

Not so with the spies of Yehoshua—he certainly did not act on his
own initiative, but rather it is understood plainly (to the point that
the verse need not even say so explicitly) that Hashem Himself
commanded him to do so.
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For after the failure that resulted from Moshe sending spies on his
own initiative (without a command from the Holy One Blessed Be
He), Yehoshua would never have sent spies from his own
initiative. One is therefore compelled to say that Hashem explicitly
commanded him to do so.
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b) By Moshe it is written, “Send for yourself men” (2°¥1X
Ni2>7—not “spies”), “and let them spy out (:707) the land of
Canaan”—not “search” or “spy” (as in 1237).
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But in Yehoshua it says explicitly “men, spies,” “to search the
land” (72177), “they came to search all the land” (2-'X ,'2 yu17").

,JPIRT DY 9N 00937 0UWIR 2009 YY)
N2 PIRT 72 DX 92

c) Concerning Moshe’s spies it says: “Send one man, one man
from the tribe of his fathers”—twelve men, “one man from each
tribe” (32 ,2" 7272).
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Whereas by Yehoshua it says: “Yehoshua sent two men” (,'2 yw17
X').
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d) The spies sent by Moshe were the leaders of Israel: “Each one a
leader among them... they were the heads of the children of
[srael... and these are their names...”
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But regarding the spies of Yehoshua, it simply says: “two men”—
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[t is not specified in the verse who the two men were (their names
and all the more so their virtues).
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5) The sending of the spies by Moshe was in a manner of publicity
— both in relation to the Children of Israel, who all knew about
the sending of the spies, and when they returned from their
mission it is stated, "And they brought back word to him and to the
entire assembly" (Numbers 13:26),
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and also in relation to the inhabitants of the land — for the spies
did not try to conceal themselves (so they wouldn’t be noticed and
suspected), such as by having each one go alone to scout a specific
part of the land. Rather, they all went together in a manner obvious
to all,
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until there was a need for Hashem to perform a miracle that they
would not take notice of them: “Wherever we passed we found
them burying their dead to distract them with their mourning...
and they paid no attention to these [spies]” (Rashi on Numbers
13:22).
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This was not the case with the spies of Yehoshua — the verse
clearly says “spies in secret” (Joshua 2:1) — both regarding the
Children of Israel, for he sent them in secret since he didn’t want
all of Israel to know,
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and therefore, when they returned from their mission, it is written:
“They came to Yehoshua... and they told him...” (Joshua 2:23) —
and not to all the Children of Israel.
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Also regarding the inhabitants of the land — he told them: “Make
yourselves as deaf-mutes so they will not hide their words from
you.” Another explanation: "wn" (potter) — carry clay pots so
that you appear like potters (Rashi on Joshua 2:1).
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And even during the time of their mission, they had to hide so they
would not be seen by the inhabitants of the land, as it is written:
“And the woman took the two men and hid them... and she said to
them: Go to the mountain lest the pursuers meet you, and hide
yourselves there...” (Joshua 2:4-16).
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6) The spies of Moshe went through the borders (of the entire
land) — its length and width — four hundred parsah by four
hundred parsah (over the span of forty days).
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Whereas the spies of Yehoshua, though they were commanded,
“Go see the land and Yericho” (Joshua 2:1) — not only Yericho
but also the land — still, not only did they enter Yericho alone and
not the rest of the land, but even Yericho itself they did not
manage to explore,
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for on that same night that they reached the house of Rachav, she
lowered them through the window of her house that was in the city
wall to the outside of the city, and they went and came to the
mountain and stayed there three days until the pursuers returned
— and immediately they returned to Yehoshua, and thus their
mission was completed.
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The core explanation of this: the missions of Moshe’s spies and
Yehoshua’s spies were different tasks, but they combine together
and complement each other, in pursuit of a single goal: the
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conquest and entry into the land. @\,
Preceding this is the idea that the sending of spies can serve two AW IR NI P10 o09en MW anTRad
objectives: ninwn:

a) For the purpose of conquest, as is the usual method of those
going to war in a foreign land: they send men ahead to determine
the paths and city entrances.
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Upon their return, these scouts will go at the head of the army to
direct the routes, advising which city to strike first and from which
side conquest will be easiest.
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b) For the purpose of entry into the land (including the settlement
afterward and the long-term inhabiting of it): so that they will
recognize and appreciate the goodness of the land.
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Through this, the scouts would describe all the features of the land,
bringing joy to the people through its virtues, so that they will
enter it with great desire.
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One may say that the sending of Moshe’s spies (on his own
initiative) was not primarily for the purpose of conquest—i.e., to
find out the routes and city entrances—for in Moshe’s time, that
was not necessary.
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Rather, it was primarily so that the people would become familiar
with the nature and virtues of the land.
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Whereas Yehoshua’s spies were not sent to explore the land’s
qualities (since that benefit had already been gained through
Moshe’s spies), but rather for the conquest: to know the roads and
entrances, which was now necessary in Yehoshua’s time, as will be
explained below.
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Explanation of the matter: Although the request of the Children of
[srael to send the spies was, “Let us search out the land and bring
us back word regarding the route by which we shall go up and the
cities to which we shall come” (Devarim 1:22), still, we do not
find that Moshe instructed the spies to explore the land in order to
determine from where it would be easiest to conquer.
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The reason for this is—one may say simply—because the conquest
of the land would not be conducted as is the manner of other
nations who conquer through natural means, but rather by the Holy
One, blessed be He.
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As Moshe said in his rebuke regarding their request “Let us send
men before us...” (Devarim 1:22-33): “Hashem your G-d who
goes before you—He will fight for you... He goes before you... in
fire by night to show you the path in which to go, and in a cloud
by day.”
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Meaning, there was no need (and certainly no necessity) to
investigate the route of ascent, since the cloud would go before
them and show them the way.
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Their mission (as clearly stated in the verse) was: “Moshe sent
them to tour the land... and you shall see the land”—to examine
the quality of the land, its character and virtues.
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“And you shall see the land—what is it?... Is it good?... Is it
fertile?” (Bamidbar 13:18-20). That’s why Moshe also
commanded: “Strengthen yourselves and take from the fruit of the
land”—so that they would see its fine and rich produce.
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Furthermore, even the instruction to examine the people—"‘and
you shall see the people who dwell in it: are they strong or weak,
few or many?”’—was not to determine ease of conquest, but rather
to evaluate the land by how it affects its inhabitants.
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As Rashi comments: “Some lands produce strong people, and
some weak ones... some lands increase population, some diminish
it.”’

— PR W2 7133 NPT PN W "W WD
NP7 YR W2 (7977 NI PIT) DWIN NPT
37 0% X7 YRT) POIZIN NYYRR W) POIIIX)

Likewise, the instruction to examine the cities—“Are they camps
or are they fortified?”—was not for tactical analysis but rather to
determine the strength or weakness of the people, again as a
reflection of the land’s nature.
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As Rashi explains: “He gave them a sign—if they dwell in open
cities, they are strong and rely on their might; but if they live in
fortified cities, they are weak.” From this they could determine
whether the land cultivates strong or weak people.
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And this mission—to perceive the nature of the land—was
successfully fulfilled by the spies: “We came to the land... and it
does flow with milk and honey, and this is its fruit.”
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But had they not ruined their mission by adding their own
conclusions regarding the feasibility of conquest—*“But the people
is mighty... We cannot go up...”—then all Israel would have
entered the land immediately, joyfully, and with great desire.
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But the spies of Yehoshua were not sent to examine the land’s
nature, since that had already been accomplished through Moshe’s
spies. Their mission was for the conquest, because the conquest
under Yehoshua was not on the same exalted level as it would
have been through Moshe.
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Therefore, natural effort was necessary—including the sending of
spies, as is customary when entering a foreign land to wage war.
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Based on this, we can now explain the specific differences
between the sending of the spies by Moshe and the sending of the
spies by Yehoshua:
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[n the time of Moshe, Hashem did not command to send spies,
since the primary reason for sending spies (as done by those going
to war in a foreign land) did not apply to the conquest of the land
by the hand of Hashem Himself.
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Rather, because the people of Israel approached and said, “Let us
send men before us” (Devarim 1:22)—that is, they wanted to send
spies in order to search out the land—Moshe agreed, hoping they
would regret it when they would see that he was not holding them
back.
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'When he saw they were not changing their minds, he consulted
with the Shechinah to ask whether there was room to send spies
not to search the land for military purposes but to see the quality of]
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the land. Hashem replied: “Send for yourself... if you wish, send”
Rashi on Bamidbar 13:2).

That is: from Hashem’s perspective, there was no need to send
spies—not even to see the quality of the land—because “I already
told them it is good,” as it says, “I will bring you up from the
affliction of Egypt...” (Shemos 3:17).
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'Yet Moshe still felt that spies should be sent to see the quality of
the land, for as the shepherd of Israel, he sensed the people’s need
to hear from people who had seen it—to describe the land’s
qualities so they would ascend joyfully.
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Therefore it says: “Send for yourself men” (not “spies”) “and let
them scout (1710"1) the land of Canaan which I give to the children
of Israel, one man per tribe... each one a prince among them.”
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Since their mission was to uplift the people through the land’s
virtues, it was necessary to send the leaders of all twelve
tribes—each of whom knows his tribe’s nature and needs, and
works for their good.
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So that they would personally see all of Eretz Yisrael—which
would be divided among twelve tribes—and when each tribe hears
from its own prince that the whole land (and therefore also their
portion) is exceedingly good, their hearts will rejoice and they will
ascend with great desire.
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For this reason, all twelve spies went to scout the entire land,
length and breadth (for forty days), and not that each one would
explore only the area that would later be allotted to his tribe.
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Since the mission of the twelve princes was to personally testify to
their tribe that they had seen their future portion in the good
land—yet until then, the land had not been divided, and each
tribe’s portion was unknown.
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For the land was only divided by lot, as explicitly stated later
Bamidbar 26:55), and that division only happened after the land
was conquered by Yehoshua.
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Therefore, all twelve leaders needed to scout the entire land, so
they would know with certainty that they had seen their own future
portion in the land.

YIRT W23 20RY 070 P¥93 270 2970Y RN
n§ N7 DXw3T 2™ 923937 (YW 7Y
N 03 W NIRTIR W2 A1 1779 792 TN

Y82 ORY0

And therefore their mission was public (and obviously not in the
manner of covert spies) — not only regarding informing all the
Jewish people, since the purpose of their mission was to tell all of
[srael about the goodness of the land, to gladden their hearts so
that they would ascend with great desire, but also regarding the
inhabitants of the land.
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For in addition to not performing actions to disguise themselves as
spies (who usually try to mingle with the locals to hear their
conversations and assess whether they fear the enemy), since they
were not sent to scout for military purposes, they had no concern
in drawing the attention of the land's inhabitants by traveling
together—
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for it was necessary for all of them to view the entire land in its
fullness to fulfill their mission. Just as the conquest of the land was
by Hashem—mnot by natural means—so too was the sending and
traveling of the spies beyond natural logic, without fear of physical
danger. (In fact, Hashem made a miracle that the Canaanites were
preoccupied with mourning and did not notice them).
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By contrast, the spies of Yehoshua—since their mission was not to
see the goodness of the land (which was already known from
Moshe’s spies), but rather to gather intel as is customary for
warfare in the natural order—
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therefore, Yehoshua sent two men, not twelve, and unnamed men,
not tribal leaders. Because the need for twelve leaders was to
inform all of Israel about the goodness of the land—
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but for reconnaissance it is sufficient—and even better—to send
only two ordinary men, and as spies, in a covert fashion:
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both regarding the people of Israel—who didn’t need to know that
spies were being sent (and better that it not be known
publicly)—as well as concerning the inhabitants of the land, for
whom secrecy was essential.
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And when they heard the words of Rachav: “I know that Hashem
has given you the land, and that your terror has fallen upon us, and
that all the inhabitants of the land have melted before you... and no
spirit remains in any man because of you,” they did not need to go
into the city square to hear what people were saying.
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Therefore, after hiding three days in the mountain until the
pursuers returned, they came back to Yehoshua and said: “Hashem
has given the entire land into our hands, and all its inhabitants
have melted before us,” for their mission had been fulfilled.
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And based on this, we can resolve a general wonder in the story of
the spies:

D737 MWD N°979 7PN NENn ARy

[t is explained in many places regarding the greatness of the spies
— as the verse states, “they were all men” (a term of importance,
and at that time they were upright), “they were heads of the
thousands of Israel,” selected from among all the children of Israel
from the most distinguished and choice among you) — that they
were on a very high spiritual level and did not want to lower
themselves into the performance of physical mitzvos, which
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involve drawing the light of the Infinite One Blessed Be He
downward.

They desired to remain specifically in the desert, where their entire

occupation was Torah study (which was given in the desert), in a

condition where they did not need to engage in worldly matters
including plowing and sowing).
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And to the point that even after the sin it is said of them that they
have no share in the World to Come because their spiritual level is
higher than the World to Come itself, which is not a sufficient
reward for them.
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And it is not understood: after such emphasis on their greatness —
how is it possible that the actual outcome of the mission of the
spies (not their intention) was entirely undesirable?

TR - D237 N2YR NRY9T 273 AIRT 72M 1K)
TN N7) Win Y93 00931 MW ARYIAIY 1m0
"X °N72 19K P TR A7 (DNWD ON2?

And it can be said — based on what was explained earlier — that
even in actuality, the mission of the spies brought about a desirable
benefit. For when they returned and said, “We came to the land to
which you sent us; indeed, it flows with milk and honey, and this
is its fruit,” all the children of Israel knew with clarity and
certainty (not only through faith) the goodness and virtue of the
Land.
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And this knowledge had real impact — even much later —
regarding the conquest and entry into the Land in the days of
Yehoshua, when they ascended with joy and great desire, (also)
relying on the words of Moshe’s spies, who had seen the goodness
of the Land with their physical eyes.
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And at a deeper level — based on the inner dimension of matters
— in their mission to spy out the Land they accomplished
something very great (not only later, but) even at that time (as
Rashi emphasizes “at that time they were upright”) — they began
and initiated the conquest and entry into the Land by all the
children of Israel.
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And we may add and sweeten this further: that in general the
concept of conquering and entering the Land — especially as
preceded by the sending of the spies — highlights the concept of
refining the lower realms.

QI VAT LIV MY PRI 707 W)
T U3TR (2973107 MPY MaTRaR U9 TIRY
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And this idea is especially emphasized in their joyful and
enthusiastic entry, as a result of Moshe’s spies who saw the
goodness of the land with their own eyes — that this joy and
cagerness was not only due to faith in Hashem (“I said it is good”),
but also from the perspective of the lower realm.
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And we may say that this concept is hinted at in Rashi’s precise
wording “at that time they were kosher” — kosher specifically,
and not tzaddikim or similar.
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“Kosher” is the acronym of “K’motzei Shalal Rav” (“as one who
finds great spoils™): “spoils” means something that was originally
in the hands of the enemy and the wicked, and was taken through
war — and this specifically “as one who finds spoils,” meaning
the spoils are far beyond the value of one’s labor and effort in
battle, to the point of “great spoils” — with great and even infinite
abundance.
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And this is the hint in Rashi’s precise phrase “at that time they
were kosher” — that their mission to spy out the land (as a
beginning and opening to the conquest and entry of all the children
of Israel who would ascend with joy and desire) is an act of
refining the lower realm in the manner of “as one who finds great
spoils” (acronym for kosher), which is the general mission of
conquering and entering the land in order to refine this lowly
world to make for Him, may He be blessed, a dwelling place
below.
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For this is the totality of the work of conquering and entering the
[Land — in order to engage in refining this lower world and to
make for Him, may He be blessed, a dwelling in the lowest realms,
through which is accomplished the full and true realization of “as
one who finds great spoils,” when the Other Side is subdued and
darkness is transformed into light, and the light of Hashem, the
[nfinite One Blessed Be He, shines in the place of darkness and the
Other Side of this entire world — with extra force and greater
intensity, “the advantage of light from darkness,” etc.
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And more specifically, there are two levels or modes in the
sending of the spies that combine and complete each other — the
sending of the spies by Moshe, twelve men, one man per tribe; and
the sending of the spies by Yehoshua, two men:
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And first, we must explain the need for sending twelve men, one
from each tribe — so that each prince would see the portion of the
land of his tribe — on a deeper level:
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Since the Land of Israel is divided into twelve portions
corresponding to the twelve tribes of Israel, each tribe ascends in
its own path; for every tribe has its own unique mode of divine
service.
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For example: the general division of the people of Israel into
Yissachar and Zevulun — those who dwell in tents (Torah
scholars) and businessmen; masters of Torah and masters of good
deeds — and likewise in the particular division among the twelve
tribes of Israel.
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Accordingly, each one has one portion of the twelve parts of the
[Land, whose refinement corresponds to the mode of service and
tribe — and through the combined service of the twelve tribes of
[srael (“the tribes of Israel united”), in refining the twelve parts of
the Land, the refinement of the entire Land is accomplished — all
the details of its division which include every detail of division
within this lower world (the entire world that was created for the
sake of Israel), since the Land of Israel includes and contains
within it aspects of all other lands (as explained in the Midrash of
our Sages).
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And according to this, we must understand the reason (in the inner
dimension) why each of the twelve leaders of Israel went to spy
out the entire Land — not just the portion of his tribe (especially
since the portion was already known to some tribes from the
blessing of Yaakov) — but also the portions of the other tribes.
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For seemingly, since the service of that tribe is in its specific
portion, what is the need and purpose of spying out also the
portions of the other tribes, whose refinement belongs to and is
performed by those other tribes?
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And the explanation is — simply — that the effect of each prince
touring the entire Land, even the parts belonging to other tribes, is
due to the commandment “and you shall love your fellow as
yourself,” since all of Israel are guarantors and interconnected
with each other, until they form a single complete stature.
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And at a deeper level — through the unity of all the tribes of Israel
that is emphasized by the fact that each prince went to explore the
entire Land — the refinement of the Land is achieved in a higher
manner, as it comes from and through a lofty level in Israel that
transcends the division into twelve tribes — a level that is beyond
division, as it extends and penetrates into the realm of division, as
will be explained below.
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And as a preface, an explanation of the connection and relevance
of the sending of the spies to the month of Sivan — that the
sending of the spies took place on the 29th of Sivan, and this is
emphasized also in the reading of the Parshah of the Spies close to
the end of the month of Sivan — the month of the Giving of the
Torah:
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[t is known that the refinement of the world is accomplished
through, and by means of, the service of Israel in the Torah. And in
the terminology of Kabbalah and Chassidus: “With wisdom
specifically) it is refined” — the wisdom of the Torah. And one
can say that for this reason, the sending of the spies (the beginning
and opening of the refinement of the world through conquest and
entry into the Land) took place at the end of the month of Sivan —
when we transition from the time of the Giving of the Torah to the
service of refining the world through and by means of the Torah.
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And since in Israel and Torah there exist two general levels — the
level of unity and the level of differentiation — as is known that
“Yisrael” is an acronym for “There are 600,000 letters in the
Torah,” meaning that each and every Jew has an individual letter
in the Torah (from which his vitality is drawn, etc.), and according
to Halachah, every letter must be surrounded by blank parchment,
each letter separate — and nevertheless, all 600,000 letters of the
Torah and the 600,000 souls of Israel are one unified entity, one
Torah, like a Torah scroll whose validity depends on the
completeness of every single letter (neither missing nor extra) — it
can be said that accordingly, there are also two forms of
refinement of the world (which was created for the sake of Israel
and the Torah): one refinement from the perspective of the level of
differentiation in Torah and in Israel, and a higher refinement from
the perspective of the level of unity in Torah and in Israel.
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And the explanation of the matter: The two levels within Torah —
the level of unity and the level of differentiation — are, in general,
Torah and mitzvos. Torah is one Torah, because the Torah is the
wisdom of the Holy One, blessed be He, and since God is One,
and He and His wisdom are One, therefore the Torah is one Torah.
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And mitzvos are in a form of division: 613 mitzvos — 248
positive commandments and 365 prohibitions — because the
mitzvos are instructions to man how to conduct himself in the
world. And since the reality of man and the world is in a structure
of division corresponding to 613 — the 248 limbs and 365 sinews
of “this small world, man,” for everything the Holy One created in
His world, He created in man — therefore the mitzvos are also
divided into 613.
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And more particularly within Torah itself — the distinction
between the revealed aspect of Torah and the inner dimension of
Torah: The revealed Torah — the sixty tractates which explain the
detailed laws of prohibition and permission, purity and impurity,
[kosher and non-kosher, through which the world is refined — is in
a manner of differentiation.
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And the inner Torah, which explains matters of G-dliness —
“Know the G-d of your father” — is in a form of unity (“there is
no disagreement there,” not even the term “division™).
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And the parallel in Israel — that the concept of unity is from the
perspective of the soul, that they are all matched and have one
Father, from the root of their soul in the One G-d. And the concept
of differentiation is from the descent into the body, which is
divided, in order to refine the world.
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And more specifically within the service of the soul itself — the
concept of differentiation is in the individual powers of intellect
and emotions, and the concept of unity is the essence of the soul,
which is above the division of particular powers, whose revelation
comes through self-nullification and the absence of self.
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And the novelty in this: that although the main service of refining
the world comes from the level of differentiation in Torah and
[srael, and the level of unity in Torah and Israel is above the world
L nevertheless, the service in the world must also be from the
level of unity in Torah and Israel. For it is through this that the
refinement of the world is accomplished in ultimate perfection —
that the level of G-dliness which is above the world is drawn down
and revealed in the world, even to the ultimate, absolute unity.
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And it may be said, that the two modes of refining the world (from
the perspective of the level of separation and from the perspective
of the level of unity) are alluded to in the two modes of sending
the spies: by Moshe and by Yehoshua. In the sending of the spies
by Moshe—twelve men, one man from each tribe, who went to
scout all twelve portions of the land which was divided among the
twelve tribes—this emphasizes the activity of refining the land in a
manner of separation.
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And this matter was done through and from the perspective of the
aspect of separation that exists in the Jewish people and in the
[Torah—“for your opinion,” the aspect of daas, which includes also
chochmah and binah, and all the emotions that are born from the
intellect, inner powers that are in a mode of separation, and “for
your opinion” specifically, the daas of man, which alludes to the
descent and embodiment of Torah (daas) into human knowledge,
wherein it is subject to and made into a matter of separation.
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Whereas in the sending of the spies by Yehoshua—two men (and
not twelve), and they did not scout the entire land, only Jericho,
the gateway of the Land of Israel (which includes the entire
land)—this emphasizes the activity of clarifying the generality of
the land in a manner above separation.
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And this matter was done through and from the aspect of unity that
exists in the Jewish people and in the Torah—not from his own
initiative but because God commanded him—not from the aspect
of daas (inner powers), the daas of man which operates in a mode
of being a distinct entity, but rather from the command of the Holy
One, in a manner of acceptance of the yoke and self-nullification
of the soul that is above separation, in which all Jews are equal.
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And it may be said that this concept is also alluded to in the
phrase: “two men spies secretly”: “
service of acceptance of the yoke and self-nullification, the details
of the ten faculties (the ten added to the basic two) are not
relevant, but only the two primary categories of positive and

negative commandments, do and do not do.

two”” and not twelve—for in the
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“Men” without specifying leaders of Israel—for the matter of
accepting the yoke and nullification is equal in all of Israel.
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“Spies secretly”—that this kind of service, from acceptance of the
yoke and nullification, is not expressed through publicity and
noise, but in quiet, “walking modestly with your God.”
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And it becomes even more sweetly understood based on the
teachings of our Sages in the Midrash that the “two men” whom
'Yehoshua sent were Calev and Pinchas:
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Calev was the only one (besides Yehoshua) who remained from
Moshe’s spies, as “a different spirit was with him and he followed
Me fully.”

DO737R0n WYY (YYIT Py A911) TmI X7 272
100X X1 RY NOAR 0 ANy 12 ,aynT.

But Pinchas, son of Elazar son of Aharon the Kohen, from the
tribe of Levi—why did Yehoshua send him to spy out the land for
the purpose of conquest, if the tribe of Levi does not go to war like
the other tribes of Israel?
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The explanation may be based on the Gemara: In the future, Eretz
Yisrael will be divided among 13 tribes—including Levi—as it is
written: “The gate of Levi, one.”
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Why didn’t Levi merit a share in Eretz Yisrael or its spoils with
the rest of the tribes? Because they were set apart to serve
Hashem, to teach His upright ways and just laws to the
multitudes—as it says: “They shall teach Your judgments to
Yaakov and Your Torah to Yisrael.”
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Therefore they are separated from the ways of the world: they do
not wage war like other tribes and do not inherit land. Rather, they
are the legion of Hashem—as it says: “Bless, Hashem, his army,”
and Hashem Himself is their portion, as it is said: “I am your
portion and inheritance.”
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But in the future, since in those days knowledge, wisdom, and
truth will increase—as it says: “The earth will be filled with
knowledge of Hashem”... and the world’s only occupation will be
to know Hashem alone...
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...there will no longer be a need for Levi to be separated from
worldly affairs, for the entire world will then reach a state of
complete perfection. Therefore, the tribe of Levi too will receive a
portion in the Land.
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One may say that this future 13-tribe division is linked to the level
of unity beyond division—since 13 is numerically equal to
“echad” (one).
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The division of the Land in the future will be such that Hashem
Himself will apportion it, as it says: “And these are their
portions—says Hashem.”
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From this we understand that even the division will be in a manner
of unity—not like this world’s division (where if one person has a
vineyard, he lacks a wheat field...), but in the World to Come each
person will have it all—mountain, valley, and plain—as it says:
“The gate of Reuven, one... the gate of Yehudah, one... the gate
of Levi, one.” Hashem Himself will divide it.
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And the explanation in this (in the inner dimensions of the matter)
is that in the present time, the refinement of the world is
accomplished through drawing down and revealing a level of
G-dliness that is related to the world, and therefore is enclothed
within the divisions that exist in the world. But in the future time

after the refinement of the world is completed), there will also be
the drawing down and revelation of a level of G-dliness that is
beyond the divisions of the world—pure unity—through the unity
of Israel, for all of them will be on the level of the tribe of Levi;
not just the tribe of Levi alone, but every single individual...
whose spirit moves him... behold, he becomes sanctified as a Holy
of Holies, and Hashem will be his portion and inheritance forever
and ever... just as the Kohanim and Levites merited.
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And more specifically (even in the future itself) — this is the
distinction between the state and condition of “the earth will be
filled with knowledge of Hashem” (as the Rambam writes in
Hilchos Teshuvah) and the addition (in Hilchos Melachim) of “as
waters cover the sea”:
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“The earth will be filled with knowledge of Hashem” — meaning
that the reality of the earth will be full and entirely permeated with
knowledge of Hashem — due to and through a level of G-dliness
that relates to the earth, i.e., the level of Torah (“knowledge of
Hashem”) that descends and is drawn according to the structure of
the world (the level of division within the Torah).
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And beyond this — “as waters cover the sea,” meaning that the
reality of the earth is completely covered in the waters of
[knowledge, through a level of G-dliness beyond the earth — Torah
in its purity, the wisdom of the Holy One, blessed be He (“one
Torah”), through whose drawing and revelation in the world it will
be visibly apparent that the entire reality of the world is nothing
other than the revelation of His wisdom.
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“All of them You made with wisdom” (Tehillim 104:24), and as
our Sages said (Avos 6:11), “Everything that the Holy One,
blessed be He, created in His world, He created only for His
glory” — and “there is no glory but Torah.”
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And in the language of the Rambam at the beginning of his work

a powerful introduction that culminates in a more elevated
conclusion): “The foundation of foundations and the pillar of
wisdom is to know that there exists a First Being... and all
existence... was brought into being only from the truth of His
existence.” This is what the Torah says: “There is none else
besides Him” (Devarim 4:35).
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And one may say that the preparation for the completeness of the
[Land in the future, when it will be divided to 13 tribes, including
“Gate of Levi one,” through and because of the level of unity in
[srael and in the Torah, began with the sending of the spies by
'Yehoshua, who added to the mission of Moshe by sending (in
addition to Kalev, from the spies whom Moshe sent) also Pinchas,
from the tribe of Levi, the 13th tribe — numerically equal to
“One.”
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According to the explanation above—that the general concept of
the sending of the spies (both the spies of Moshe, and with greater
emphasis, those of Yehoshua) highlights the process of refining the
Land particularly through the level of unity within the Jewish
people and the Torah—it is also possible to explain the connection
between the section of the spies and the section of Tzitzis.
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Beginning with an explanation of the greatness of the mitzvah of
Tzitzis: even though it is a particular commandment, it is
equivalent to (and includes) all the commandments, as it says,
"and you shall see it and remember all the commandments of
Hashem." Yet this is seemingly difficult: Since the mitzvos are in a
state of division—being directives for how a person should
conduct themselves in the world according to the division of man

AN YWY ,NOR% MR PY ANy 82 0T
22 (N7219) T332 TPPY X777 ,N°01R MER

T NI%D 92 NY DR21 IR DOPRY MRV NN
W 19K 07 NNERTY 13 13 IR A7IR97T -
D132 371077 TR DTN DMK DNPIY NIPPINT
T TR — D2IWIT OTRTT MIPPONT? OXNTR
TYIAT NN 92 079193 P NU0R MEnaY?

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com

22



http://chassidusnow.com/donate
http://chassidusnow.com

The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Shlach

7''o2

R"'WIN’7 RN WINITS 29972% MR nuiNsnIw nimwn
From the talks of Shabbos Parshas Shelach, Blessing the Month of Tammuz, 1991

and the world—how is it possible that all the commandments are
included in a single, particular mitzvah?

The explanation is that even the commandments (which are
directives for man on how to behave in the world) are in essence
the commandments of the Torah—Hashem’s wisdom and will.
Therefore, they each contain the point of Divine unity, for He and
His will and His wisdom are one.
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And this point is openly revealed in the mitzvah of Tzitzis—“and
you shall see it and remember all the commandments of
Hashem”—because the gematria (numerical value) of “tzitzis” is
600, and with 8 strings and 5 knots it equals 613. Thus, one sees
the point of unity in all details of the mitzvos—mitzvos of
Hashem, mitzvos of the Torah, His will and wisdom. And from
Tzitzis this unity is drawn into the other mitzvos, so that their
fulfillment is not only in a way of separation and detail based on
the nature of man and the world, but also from the point of unity
within them—"so that you will remember and do all My
commandments"—the commandments of Hashem.
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And this is also the content of the mission of the twelve spies to
explore the land (which concludes with the section of Tzitzis): that
even the individual service of each tribe in refining its personal
portion of the land is permeated with the point of unity within
[srael and the Torah, which is above division—as is emphasized
by the fact that each tribal leader went to explore the entire land,
including the portions of the other tribes.
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Based on this, we also understand the lesson and directive from
the sending of the spies in the service of each and every individual
Jew: the emphasis on the point of unity in Israel and in the Torah.
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Even the personal service of each individual Jew, as they differ
from one another—including and especially in the matter of “your
understanding” (the core of a person’s identity), since their minds
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are not alike—must be imbued with the point of unity that is above
differentiation.

As this is expressed, first and foremost, in the love of Israel and
the unity of Israel, where one contemplates in their understanding
“your understanding”) the needs of others to assist and support in
whatever they require—both spiritually and materially.
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As we say in speech and with the movement of our lips (which is
considered an action) at the beginning of each day before prayer:
‘I hereby accept upon myself the positive commandment of ‘You
shall love your fellow as yourself.””
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More specifically—regarding the two general divisions among the
Jewish people: Yissachar and Zevulun.
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In addition to the unity brought about by the fact that even those
who dwell in tents fulfill the mitzvah of tzedakah, and
businesspeople set times for Torah study, there must also be unity
within each of these roles.
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For example, in tzedakah—one gives not only for his own merit,
but also for the merit of others, including many Jews. There are
those whom G-d has blessed with great wealth who give tzedakah
on behalf of all the sons and daughters of Israel in this generation,
even one or five coins for each and every Jew. May their numbers
increase in Israel.
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In Torah—as one studies Torah also with others, even to the extent
of “Raise up many students,” and that the positive mitzvah of
Torah applies to each individual Jew to teach all students.
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One can add: this point of unity in Israel and Torah is emphasized
particularly in the study of Rambam (according to the custom that
has spread in recent years to learn a daily portion of
Rambam—three chapters a day), uniting all Jews in the study of
the entire Torah (gathering the entire Oral Torah), as explained at
length elsewhere.
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And even more essentially: the unity of Israel and Torah—through
the dissemination of the wellsprings of the inner dimension of
Torah (the “hidden” aspect of Torah), through which the hidden
unity of Israel with the hidden One of the Holy One, blessed be
He, is achieved.
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...until these waters are spread outward to the furthest
extent—something that was especially renewed in our generation,
particularly in the lower half of the globe (where there was no
revelation of Matan Torah), where the seat of the leader of the
generation is established—my revered father-in-law, the Rebbe,
the Moshe of our generation.

WINNIY °D3 AT TN PRY A9 79,730
1Y) TIA0RT T2 VX2 TR 03 A1 AITR TR
oW 9awin vap1 iav ,(A7intianT e 1 XD
N A" ITR R i NYTRTTIR2 18T R0
nITRY,

And from there the wellsprings are spread to all corners of the
world—Iliterally—for the duration of fifty years (a jubilee =
“world”), and through the increase of spreading the wellsprings
outward (which already was “enough and more”), “Know the G-d
of your father,” “your understanding,” we merit immediately that
time...
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...when the entire world will be occupied solely with knowing
G-d, and therefore the Jewish people will be great sages who know
hidden matters and grasp the knowledge of their Creator according
to human capacity, as it is written: “For the earth will be filled with
the knowledge of G-d as the waters cover the sea.”
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And so may it be for us—that immediately and literally, on this
very day, the holy Shabbat of Parshat Shelach, the announcement
from the weekly portion should be fulfilled in actuality: "Inform
them that they will enter the land," and as the conclusion and seal
of the haftarah: "Hashem has given all the land into our hands and
also all the inhabitants of the land have melted away before us",
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— including and especially (through this) that also in the final
moments of exile we stand firm on the completeness of the Land
in regard to those portions of the land that have already been given
by the Holy One, blessed be He, to the possession of the Children
of Israel—not to return, God forbid, even one span of the Land of
[srael to the nations of the world,
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and all the Children of Israel come to the complete Land of Israel,
full completeness: a land of ten nations (including also the lands of]
the Kenite, Kenizzite, and Kadmonite), which will be divided
among thirteen tribes; and within the Land of Israel itself, they
come to Jerusalem, the Holy City, which was not divided among
the tribes, and to the Third Beis Hamikdash,
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and there they offer (each individual) a korban todah [thanksgiving
offering] for the exodus of all the Children of Israel from the
imprisonment of exile, and pour the wine with all musical
instruments, especially the "new song" (in masculine form) of the
redemption after which there will be no more exile,
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and study the "new Torah" that shall go forth from Me, in such a
way that no one shall teach his fellow anymore, for all will know
Me, and most importantly—that all this happens in actual deed,
and immediately and literally now.
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[NOTE: Summary

At the heart of this discourse is the episode of the spies—twelve leaders sent by Moshe to scout
the Land of Israel. The Rebbe analyzes a striking Midrash: “Send for yourself—n>w
T>—according to your understanding.” This unusual phraseology hints at something deeper than
a simple historical event. The Rebbe teaches that “for yourself” means that every Jew must, in
their personal service, send out internal "spies"—faculties of mind and heart—to evaluate how
best to conquer their own spiritual territory: the physical world and their own desires.

The Rebbe distinguishes between the spies sent by Moshe and those sent later by Yehoshua.
Moshe's mission was rooted in daas elyon, a transcendent understanding, suitable for lofty souls,
but not for the average Jew. Yehoshua’s mission, however, exemplified a path that every Jew can
emulate—seeking out how to refine the material world by seeing it as a place for Torah and

mitzvos.
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From here, the Rebbe draws an important practical message: the ultimate purpose of divine
service is not just individual perfection, but unity—achdus Yisrael, achdus haTorah, and
ultimately achdus with Hashem. This includes the merging of the “Yissachar and Zevulun” roles
in the Jewish people: scholars and businesspeople, spiritual and material pursuits—all unified
toward the same Divine mission.

He emphasizes that love for one’s fellow Jew (4havas Yisrael) is not just emotional—it must be
tangible, reflected in daily action: giving tzedakah not only for oneself but also on behalf of
others; learning Torah not only alone but with others; and teaching Torah to many.

He then elevates this message further by linking it to learning Rambam daily—a project he
instituted to unify all Jews through study of the entire Torah—and to the dissemination of
Chassidus. By spreading the inner teachings of Torah to the furthest corners of the world, we
reveal the essential unity of all souls with God. This work hastens the coming of Moshiach, when
all people will “know God” directly.

The conclusion of the discourse reflects intense messianic longing: just as the spies were told
they would enter the Land, so too today we must believe we are about to enter the complete and
expanded Land of Israel, with the full inheritance of all thirteen tribes. The Third Temple will
stand in Jerusalem, which was never divided, and there we will offer offerings of thanksgiving
and sing the “new song” of the final redemption.

Practical Takeaway

1. Spiritual Self-Assessment: Like Moshe’s spies, we must use our intellectual faculties to
assess how best to serve Hashem in our personal lives. This means not relying only on
inspiration, but developing thoughtful, customized strategies for growth.

2. Ahavas Yisrael in Action: The Rebbe calls us to not just feel love for fellow Jews, but
express it in tangible acts—helping them materially, spiritually, and learning with them.

3. Daily Unity through Torah: Studying Rambam daily unites Jews worldwide through a
common structure of Torah learning. This effort builds achdus and prepares the world for
redemption.

4. Spread the Inner Light: Disseminating Chassidus—Torah’s innermost wisdom—to
every Jew and every place reveals the core unity between God, Torah, and Israel. This
work hastens Moshiach’s arrival.

5. Don’t Compromise on Holiness: Even in exile, we must stand firm on the integrity of
Eretz Yisrael—both its physical boundaries and its spiritual sanctity.
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6. Redemptive Awareness: We are living on the threshold of redemption. The belief that
we will imminently enter the complete Land of Israel with the Third Temple must fuel
our energy, joy, and mission-focus today.

Chassidic Story

In the early 1980s, shortly after the Rebbe launched the global campaign to study Rambam daily,
some Chassidim approached him, concerned. They questioned how realistic it was to ask every
Jew—regardless of background or ability—to commit to learning three chapters of Rambam
daily.

The Rebbe responded firmly but gently: “When something is true for the entire Jewish people, it
must be within reach of the entire Jewish people. I would never ask something that doesn’t
belong to every Jew. Rambam belongs to everyone.”

Shortly thereafter, a Jewish man who had little connection to Torah observed the Rebbe’s
encouragement of Rambam study and, out of curiosity, began reading the Mishneh Torah in
English translation. He was captivated by its clarity and comprehensiveness and soon began
keeping mitzvos more carefully. He would later describe the Rambam as “the bridge between my
Jewish soul and my everyday life.”

This story captures the heart of the discourse: that Torah—especially its inner dimension—must
be accessible to all. The mission is not only for the elite. Every Jew is part of this redemptive
march forward, and every act of unity, of Torah, of kindness helps bring that final moment just a
little closer.

Source: This story has been documented in the recollections of Rabbi Y. Gordon and others
involved in the early stages of the Rambam campaign. It reflects both public talks and private
correspondence of the Rebbe during that period. END NOTE]
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