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These are the reckonings of the Mishkan, the Mishkan of
Testimony, which were reckoned by the command of Moshe, by
the hand of Isamar the son of Aharon the Kohen (38:21).
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And the questions are many, since the Torah is eternal and applies
at all times and to every person, and this is wondrous.
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Furthermore, what [is meant by] “these”?
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Furthermore, the repetition of “the Mishkan, the Mishkan™?
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And our Sages expounded (Shemot Rabbah 51:3) that it was taken
as collateral twice, etc.—what is its relevance here?
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Furthermore, what is the meaning of the reckoning being
specifically by Moshe and by the hand of Isamar, etc.?
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And incidentally, we will explain the commandment (Devarim
25:17-18) “Remember what Amalek did to you...”, that it was “he
struck the hindmost of you,” etc.—a blow to the hind, cutting
circumcisions and casting them upward (Tanchuma, Teitzei 10).
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To understand this matter—that for this, there is a war for Hashem
against Amalek from generation to generation.
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And it appears to me what the Alshich wrote at the end of Malachi
3:22-24): “Remember the Torah of Moshe My servant...”
‘Behold, I am sending you Eliyahu the prophet...” “And he shall
turn the heart of the fathers to the children...” etc.
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And he explained that the destruction of the First Temple was
because they abandoned My Torah (Yirmiyahu 9:11), and the
Second Temple was destroyed because of baseless hatred (Yoma
Ob).
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And to rectify that sin through two things, so they will merit to
build the Third Temple, which is the final one—He said:
‘Remember the Torah of Moshe My servant”—to rectify the sin of
the destruction of the First House.

n2 N1127 927W *72 00127 IW3 RITT RLOT R0
Y NIR A" AR — TINORD RINY whLY
'R "2 7277 7Y RO 1R07 — "1,

And corresponding to the rectification of the second sin, He said:
“Behold, I am sending...” so they will merit peace, etc.
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And may your soul delight in understanding.
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And it appears to me that what our Sages said—that the
destruction of the First Temple was because they abandoned My
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Torah—if there had truly been neglect of Torah among them,
surely it would have been obvious and well-known.

And if so, why, when he asked the sages and the prophets [why the
Temple was destroyed], did they not explain it?
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And so too, the great commentators questioned this, in the
Megillas Setarim of Rabbeinu Yonah—see the Maharsha.
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Rather, certainly these Torah scholars were engaged in Torah.
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And as long as there was unity between the masses and the Torah
scholars—even though there was baseless hatred among the
scholars, as stated in the Gemara Yoma (ibid)—
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nevertheless, the Torah would protect and shield everyone.
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Not so when the hatred of the masses against the Torah scholars
intensified, and there was division between them—
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they were not able to protect those who were not engaged in
Torah.
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And this is what it means: “because they abandoned My Torah,”
and it is explained in the Midrash Eichah (Petichta 2), that it refers
to their abandonment of the Torah scholars—see there.
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Only that the Midrash interprets it as not supporting them—see
there.
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But according to our interpretation, it is literal: due to hatred and
division of hearts, no one protects his fellow.
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As I have written in my explanation of what the 7ur wrote in
Orach Chaim, laws of Rosh Hashanah (Siman 581), in the parable
of the dignitaries of the country who went out to greet the king:
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[f they acted on behalf of the people, it is favorable—see there.
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Therefore, the First Destruction was due to the hatred of the
masses toward the Torah scholars.
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Not so [with] the destruction of the Second Temple, when the
accusation fell upon the Torah scholars themselves.
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And this is what our Sages said (Yoma ibid): that they would eat
with one another, and stab one another with the swords of their
tongues.

;1 0Y 77 TORY (AW XRP) 2T MRY N
01wy nianna a1 Ny A aRiT.

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



https://www.chassidusnow.com/

7''o2

Rabbi Yaakov Yosef of Polnoye
Toldot Yaakov Yosef

Parshas Pekudei

As it says (Yechezkel 21:17): “Sword... etc.”
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And this means—as the Maharsh”a wrote on the Mishnah (Avos
3:3) “Three who ate...”—that even after the fact, ideally nothing
good comes from large gatherings of people for eating.
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For this reason it is written (Shemos 23:25): “And you shall serve
the Lord your God, and He shall bless your bread” — in singular
form.
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And the established advice is to engage in Torah... etc., and may
your soul delight in understanding.
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And they not only were not acting post-facto, but were
intentionally eating together in large gatherings.
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And the remedy is to engage in Torah.
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But instead, they would stab each other with the swords of their
tongues—
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in order to show off their sharpness, like a sharp sword, to pierce
the other who is greater than them.
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And this caused the destruction of the Second Temple, and the
lengthening of the exile until this sin is repaired.
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And this is what it says (Hoshea 10:2): “Their heart is divided;
now they are guilty.”

MYR TRV ,027 P20 (2, YY) Ry an'.

For the Torah scholars are the heart of Israel, as it says (Shoftim
5:9): “My heart is with the lawgivers of Israel.”
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And when there is division between them, their heart is divided.
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And as is written in the 7ikkunim (Tikkunei Zohar 161b):
“Praiseworthy are all who wait for Him” (Yeshayahu 30:18)—see
there.

:(271 R”2n 3 °PPR) D°P°R2 INY 1993
oY Ry — (7,2 myw) "2 23 22 N

And it [the verse “717X”] is the numerical value of “Elah” (7%X).
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And this appears to me [to be] the explanation of the verses in
Tehillim (12:3): “With a heart and a heart they speak.”
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For “02%” (their heart) has the numerical value of 72, [which
corresponds to] the Name 2"y.
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And now their heart is divided, and it became two hearts.
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And this is what it says: “With a heart and a heart” — which also
equals 72, like “025.”
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And this caused, Heaven forbid, a separation between the first two
letters of the Name and the latter two.
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Therefore its punishment is also: “May Hashem cut off...”
Tehillim 1bid, 4), which has two meanings, so to speak—and
understand this.
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And this is [the meaning of] what Amalek did—he is the evil
inclination, as the Alshich wrote (see there: Devarim 25:18).
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And this seems to me [the meaning of]: “He struck the hindmost
of you” — a blow to the hind.
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Meaning: that this limb (the male organ) causes unity.
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And he (Amalek) caused separation below among Israel, and
Heaven forbid causes separation of the letters of the Name above,
as explained above.
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And this is what it says: “He cut the circumcisions and cast them
upwards”—and understand this.
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And therefore: “For a hand is on the throne of Kah” (Shemos
17:16),
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for the Name [of Hashem] is not complete all the days of the exile
because of baseless hatred,
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until the future time when the chametz, which is the evil
inclination, will be removed,
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through the sending of Eliyahu the prophet,
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“And he will return the heart of the fathers to the children and the
heart of the children to their fathers” (Malachi 3:24),
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for there was separation between the masses—called
“‘children”—and the fathers, who are the Torah scholars,
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which caused the destruction of the First Temple.
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And this causes the Second [Temple’s] destruction,
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for division was made among the Torah scholars themselves due to
livelihood jealousy,
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s | have written about this elsewhere.
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Therefore, it says twice: “He will return the heart of the fathers to
the children and the heart of the children to their fathers,”
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to rectify the two aforementioned matters. "33 0°7277 W 1RnY.

Then our Redeemer will come speedily in our days, Amen, may it
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