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Reb Pinchas of Koretz

Imrie Pinchas
Parshas Vayakhel

Siman #150

"And Moshe assembled the entire congregation of the
Children of Israel, etc." (Shemos 35:1).
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He told them the mitzvah of Shabbos.
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He, of blessed memory, elaborated on the matter of unity,
and this is on the verse: "Gather yourselves, and | will tell
you" (Bereishis 49:1, as explained earlier in Parshas
Vayechi, see there on Yom Tov).
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And this is the explanation of "Vayakhel Moshe"—that he
made them into one unified entity.
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Then he told them the mitzvah of Shabbos, for Shabbos is
the unity of the domain of the individual (reshus hayachid).
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Also, the Torah was given on Shabbos (Shabbos 86:3), and
Shabbos is equivalent to the entire Torah (Pesikta Rabbasi,
Ki Sisa 23:12).
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For the Torah could not be given except through unity, as it
is written (Shemos 19:2): "And Israel encamped there," in
singular form.
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And Moshe was able to unify all of Israel, for he was the
daas (knowledge) of all Israel (Likutei Torah of the Ba’al
HaTanya, Parshas Shemos, on Vayehi Shem).
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Also, daas (knowledge) is an expression of connection and
attachment (Klalei Chassidus, 4:6).

17'79) N2 MAN |iYY XD "Ny T" DI
1, TnITon').

And this is what Rashi explains: "Vayakhel" is in the
causative form, meaning that he did not physically gather
the people with his hands, but rather, they assembled
through his words, etc.
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Siman #151

"And He filled him with the spirit of God, etc., and to
devise thoughts, to work in gold, etc." (Shemos
35:31-32).
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In the name of the Rav, of blessed memory, who said in the
name of the Alshich (Palestine), that behold, every person
has knowledge (daas), but only in the brain.
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And when he performs an action, the brain must think about
the matter that he is doing.
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But this was not the case with Betzalel, who was filled with
the spirit of God, etc., for even all his limbs would think
thoughts.
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His hands themselves would perform what was necessary,
for they contained knowledge in their own right, etc., thus far
are his words.
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And he, of blessed memory, may his merit protect us, said
that this is the meaning of the verse (Tehillim 78:72): "And
with the understanding of his hands, he guided them."
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That even in his hands there was understanding.
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And likewise, it is stated (Vayikra Rabbah 35:6) regarding
David, that his feet themselves would lead him to the Beis
HaMidrash.
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That his feet themselves possessed knowledge.
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And this comes about when a person sanctifies his limbs
greatly for the service of Hashem, then they also attain
knowledge.
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And this is what people say: "What one has in his feet, you
do not have in your brain."
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