T"02

Reb Pinchas of Koretz

Imrie Pinchas

Parshas Yisro
Siman #111

Why was his name called Yitro?
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Because he added one section to the Torah
(according to some, referring to our Torah portion).
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And it was asked, didn’t Korach and the spies also
add a section to the Torah?
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Rather, it is stated in the Gemara (Pesachim 87b)
that Israel was exiled only so that converts would be
added to them, as in the case of Mordechai and
Esther, where “many among the nations became
Jews” (Esther 8:17).
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However, here, the Erev Rav (mixed multitude) were
not righteous converts, and all of them perished in
the desert.
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The only true convert was Yitro.
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And this is why he added one “parsha” to the
Torah—*parsha” in the sense of “explanation,” as it is
stated.

Understand this well.
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Siman #112

At the time of the giving of the Torah, the souls of
Israel departed (Shenat Pas, 3).
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“Anxiety in a man's heart weighs him down”
(Proverbs 12:25) — he should remove it from his mind
(Yoma 75b),
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for when one removes a matter from his mind, it
ascends to a higher world than himself, and this is
the sweetening of judgments.
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Alternatively, he should speak words of Torah (Yoma
75b), or he should go to sleep, and his soul will
depart from him and be included in the Infinite, which
is certainly the sweetening of judgments.
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And Israel, at the time of the giving of the Torah, their
souls departed, for otherwise, they would not have
been able to receive the Torah.
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And when their souls departed due to fear, their souls
became included in that fear and awe.
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And so it was with each and every utterance until
their souls were completely included, and afterward,
they received the Torah.
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But Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be upon him, who was
the humblest of all men and considered himself as
absolute nothingness, did not recoil backward, and
his soul did not depart.

DTN 7On 1My ' 2"y 12120 nwn 7ax
MINX? yN11 X7 ,wunn |'R7 17'wa awnal
INNWI DX X1,

Rather, he stood in his place and was in the aspect of
shedding one form and assuming another, since he
was truly nothingness.
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And afterward, he said: “The world thinks that
divesting from physicality is a wondrous thing, but it is
not so.
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Rather, when a person sees himself as absolute
nothingness, he is in the aspect of shedding one
form, etc., and immediately experiences the elevation
of the soul.”
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Siman #113

At the time of the giving of the Torah, there was a
great light.
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Therefore, there were miracles during the Exodus
from Egypt, as the light that wished to descend
shattered worlds.
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And during the construction of the Temple, there
were also miracles because there was also great
light.
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Similarly, on an individual level, every day when the
righteous bring great light into the world, miracles
occur at every moment.
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Likewise, in the future, when the light of Mashiach
comes—since five lights were created: the light of
Torah, the light of Gan Eden, the light of Gehinnom,
the light of repentance, and the light of Mashiach
(see Tanchuma, Ki Tisa 11).
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Rambam writes (Teshuvah 7:5) that Hashem
promised us that before Mashiach comes, we will
repent, as it is written (Devarim 4:30), "And you shall
return to Hashem, etc."
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And when the light of Mashiach comes, it is written
(Micah 7:15), "As in the days when you left Egypt, |
will show you wonders."
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Siman #114

"You shall not covet" (Exodus 20:14).
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It was said in the name of the Rabbi, of blessed
memory, that this is why most of the world does not
transgress the commandment of "You shall not
covet."
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For it is stated in the Gemara (Shenat Pat, 3) that
with each utterance, the world was filled with
incense,
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but it entered Gan Eden to make space for the next
utterance, and so on with all of them.
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Only the last utterance remained in this world, and
therefore, it is not transgressed as much.
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And this is why during the third meal (Seudah
Shelishit), it is "the will of wills" (the most exalted
desire).
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Siman #115

'And Moshe said to the people: Do not fear... for God
has come to test you" (Exodus 20:17).
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He said: It is stated in the Gemara (Berakhot 59a)
that thunder was created only to straighten the
crookedness in the heart,
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as it is said (Ecclesiastes 3:14), "God made it so that
they should fear Him."
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And a person who is a transgressor is afraid of
thunder.
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And this is "to test you"—if you are afraid, then you
are transgressors, for "God made it so that they
should fear Him,"
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and not because of the thunder.
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