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After, etc. It appears to me, by way of remez (allusion), that
behold, the tzaddik reverses judgment into mercy. And even if
fa decree of death, G-d forbid, was issued upon a person, the
tzaddik can nullify the decree and turn it into life.
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And the reason why the tzaddik has the power to do so is because
the tzaddik ascends in his prayer to the supernal worlds, where all
is mercy without any mixture of judgment at all. And there, that
decree was never issued, and from there he draws life for that
person.
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And this is the meaning of “Gladness and joy shall overtake
them” (Yeshayahu 35:10) — meaning the tzaddikim reach the
supernal worlds, where there is gladness and joy, as it is written
(Divrei HaYamim I 16:27), “Strength and joy are in His place,”
and consequently “Sorrow and sighing shall flee.”
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And this is also the meaning of “And He brings forth His people
with joy, His chosen ones with singing” (Tehillim 105:43) — a
hint to what we have said: that He brings forth His people and
brings them into the world of joy, and then “with singing, His
chosen ones,” meaning that He brings joy to Israel, His chosen
ones.
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And this is the meaning of “After the death of the two sons...”
(Vayikra 16:1) — meaning that the tzaddik has the power that it
should be “after death,” i.e., to nullify death for a person. Just like
people say about something that was canceled: “That thing is over
already,” meaning it will no longer be.
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And the verse says — by means of what can the tzaddik nullify
the decree)? And it explains: “When they approached before
Hashem” — meaning, as mentioned above, through their approach
before Hashem into the supernal worlds.
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“And they died” — meaning, it is as if the judgment of death was
fulfilled, but in truth, life was drawn to them through the tzaddik.
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[NOTE: Summary

This teaching, drawn from the phrase "398 512 53w nin sR", reveals the supernatural
spiritual influence of a tzaddik — that he can transform a divine decree of death into life.
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The tzaddik achieves this by elevating his soul in prayer to the highest supernal realms, where
there exists only mercy and no judgment. In that realm, no decree of death has been made —
thus, by accessing it, the tzaddik can draw down life instead of death. This is hinted in verses
like "t mny PR and "2 DX 792 PIwRE Y RXIM'"'—he draws people into the world
of joy and supernal light. Even when it appears outwardly that “death” occurred, it is as if the
judgment was fulfilled, while in truth, the tzaddik channeled life from beyond judgment.

Practical Takeaway

e Draw close to tzaddikim: Being spiritually connected to a tzaddik, even through
learning their teachings or following their guidance, can uplift and protect a person far
beyond what they perceive.

o Believe in the power of prayer: Prayer — especially one that ascends from sincerity and
purity — has the power to transcend judgment and draw down mercy from realms above.

e Don’t judge by appearances: What looks like a harsh outcome may in truth be a deep
mercy in disguise, redirected by hidden spiritual forces on high.

B Chassidic Story of Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk

Source: "Noam Elimelech — Biographical Anecdotes" & Toldos Tzaddikim

One winter, a terrible epidemic swept through a town near Lizhensk. People were dying rapidly,
and panic spread among the Jews. A delegation of community leaders traveled to Reb
Elimelech, begging him to pray for them.

Reb Elimelech closed his eyes in deep dveikus and said quietly:

“Go home. From this moment, the malach hamaves (Angel of Death) has been stopped. No
more Jews will die.”

The delegates were filled with wonder but obeyed. When they returned, they found that the
plague had mysteriously stopped. Days passed, and not another person perished. Later it was
discovered that at the very hour Reb Elimelech prayed, a decree of death had been annulled in
Heaven.

When asked how he had done it, the Rebbe responded cryptically:
“I simply ascended to where there is only mercy. Up there, death cannot enter.”

This story mirrors precisely the teaching above: that a true tzaddik can rise to the root of life
itself, above all judgment, and draw down renewal and healing — even when death seems
certain. END NOTE)]
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‘Speak to Aharon your brother.” It appears we can explain
hat the holy Torah is teaching a lesson to those who rebuke
thers — that they should not rebuke people who are scoffers
nd empty-headed individuals, for certainly their words will
not enter their ears, as the verse says (Mishlei 9:8), “Do not
rebuke a scoffer.”
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Rather, only to people who are receptive to rebuke and moral
instruction and desire to repent — to them one should teach and
guide in the ways of teshuvah (repentance).
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And this is the meaning of “Speak to Aharon your brother” —
meaning that he is your brother, and he desires good deeds and
will accept your rebuke.
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And so you shall say to him: “And he shall not come at all times
into the Sanctuary, from within the curtain...” — meaning, if he
is someone whose spiritual state fluctuates — sometimes he acts
righteously, and sometimes, G-d forbid, the opposite — such a
person should not immediately enter the sacred mysteries.
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Such a person — “shall not come at all times into the holy” —
meaning, he should not enter the inner mysteries too quickly,
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“Which is from within the curtain” — meaning, because he made
for himself a veil that separates him from holiness, he should not
enter the upper mysteries immediately.
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Rather, he must first repent of his sins and feel deep remorse.
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And this is “To the face of the kapores” — the term kapores
refers to atonement — for repentance and regret bring atonement
for sin.
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“That is upon the Aron (Ark)” — meaning, before engaging in
Torah study, one should repent and confess his sins, so that his
Torah learning will be pleasing before Hashem.
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And the “Aron” is an allusion to the Torah — since the Torah was
placed inside the Ark — and this is the essence.
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And the verse says, “For in a cloud” — meaning, even if he 7Py ox 03 ,Wre — "11v3 03" 2IN27 R
created a veil that separates, as it says (Eikhah 3:44), “You have T2 Y2 ANi" 2INW 1 ,2°72107 T9n NYyY
covered Yourself with a cloud, so that prayer should not pass,” 7" 1°R) "179R 1iayn),
Nevertheless, “I will appear upon the kapores” — through M7 Y WA — "ND37 DY ARIR" 12 1998
teshuvah and remorse, Hashem will appear to him and accept 2229 7720 oWa YR AR AT WA,
him.

“And he shall not die” — for the power of teshuvah is so great "0 NIIRAY 7RI 79 23T — "N X9
that it lengthens one’s days, and there is nothing that stands in the T2WAT 2192 TIVI 027 17 TR
way of teshuvah.

[NOTE: Summary
This teaching offers a profound insight into the art of rebuke and personal spiritual growth:

The Torah teaches that rebuke should be directed only to those ready to receive it. The phrase '"927
T°R 197K PR emphasizes that Aharon is called "your brother" — someone close, refined, and open to
hearing words of improvement. One should not waste rebuke on scoffers or the spiritually
unreceptive, as stated in Mishlei: “Do not rebuke a scoffer.”

The verse "w7IP7 PR ny 952 X2 X1 is interpreted to warn against entering sacred realms without
proper preparation. If someone’s spiritual conduct is inconsistent — sometimes righteous, sometimes
sinful — they should not rush into mystical or spiritual heights.

Before such elevation, one must do teshuvah — sincere regret, confession, and moral cleansing. Only
after atonement, represented by “na19377 915”, is one worthy of deep Torah learning and spiritual
intimacy, hinted by “399877 %¥ 2wK” (the Ark being the vessel of Torah).

Even if a person feels spiritually blocked — like Hashem has hidden Himself “in a cloud”, as in
Eikhah 3:44 — teshuvah has the power to pierce the cloud, bring Divine acceptance, and extend
one’s life. Nothing stands in the way of teshuvah.

Practical Takeaway

Be mindful in giving rebuke — only offer guidance to those open to it, and always do so from a place
of love and closeness.

Spiritual elevation requires preparation — don't rush into lofty practices or study without first
working on your middos and doing sincere teshuvah.

Don’t be discouraged by your past — even if you’ve built “clouds” between you and G-d, heartfelt
repentance clears the path. Hashem waits for your return.
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e Before learning Torah — take a moment to reflect, confess inwardly, and dedicate your study as a
form of connection and service.

B Chassidic Story: Reb Elimelech and the Cloud of Teshuvah
Source: "Toldos R’ Elimelech," oral tradition from Lezajsk chassidim

A man once came to Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk brokenhearted. He had committed a severe sin and was
convinced his prayers and Torah were worthless, as if blocked by a thick barrier in heaven. "It’s as if there’s
a wall of iron between me and Hashem," he wept.

Reb Elimelech looked at him deeply and replied with a smile:
“A wall? Perhaps. But do you know what breaks iron?”

The man shook his head.

Reb Elimelech said softly:

“A single tear of regret. When a Jew cries from his heart and truly wishes to return — the hardest wall melts
like wax. Even a cloud that hides G-d’s face becomes clear again.”

He then took the man’s hand and added:
“Now go pray. Hashem is waiting on the other side.”

That day, the man prayed with such brokenness and sincerity that those near him said it felt like the heavens
themselves had opened. END NOTE]

“With this” — here the verse begins to speak of the level of the "n3TTR 9277 P1087 Pomnn 1N — '"'NNT3
perfect tzaddik. NIMRAT PITRT.
“With this shall Aharon come” — meaning, the great tzaddik shall "OR" X2 91737 PU7RI RIT — "TIIR K2 DRI
come “to the Sanctuary” — with the highest sanctity. mIhyn TR "WTpa,
[“With a young bull for a sin-offering” — “bull” alludes to

judgments (as is known), “young” hints to chesed (kindness), as in ""pa" Y170 00107 X "R — "1p2 72 103
“boker” (morning); this refers to gevurah within chesed, meaning 70MaY 77323 1007 ,0P3 1R 1907 ™,
awe that comes from love.

That is, he should have fear born of love. 720% 7P A8 12 "y anib 1ivn,
FFor a sin-offering” — meaning, regarding sins, he should always | "7nn Wawa? ,0ox0n 1w 07 1iv7 — "nRwun?
inspect his actions, lest he has not fulfilled his obligation, and TRD XY 21277 ,30230 07 R¥P IRY 1ipyna
should humble himself greatly with deep submission. 77173 AvIoaa,
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“And a ram for an elevation-offering” — this alludes to prayer,
which ascends on high. He must be vigorous like a ram, never
withholding himself from praying for anything.
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And he should not say: “Who am I to fill my heart with prayer for
such things?”” He should not say so — whether great or small, he
should always pray.
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“A tunic of sacred linen he shall wear” — this hints that he must
sanctify his body so greatly that it becomes like garments of light
(938 with an alef), and all of this forms spiritual garments for his
soul.
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“And linen breeches shall he wear upon his flesh” — the breeches
atone for sexual sin, and he must wear them always “on his flesh,”
meaning he must always cover over physical cravings.
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“To cover the flesh of nakedness” — meaning, to cover over all
physical lusts, so that no desire enters his heart.
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“And with a linen sash shall he gird himself” — this hints that he
must gird his loins like a warrior,
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“And with a linen turban shall he wrap” — the mitznefes (turban)
atones for arrogance. One must sanctify himself so greatly as to
break the force of arrogance — and elevate even pride into
holiness.
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[“They are sacred garments” — meaning, all these things should be
brought into holiness and become holy garments.
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“And he shall bathe his flesh in water” — meaning, he must not
study or pray in a defiled body. If immersion is necessary, he
should immerse himself — and he should sanctify himself so
much that even the immersion itself becomes a spiritual garment.
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So that he never come to impurity of seminal emission, G-d
forbid, and not require forced immersion.
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“And from the assembly of the Children of Israel he shall take two
male goats for a sin-offering” — meaning, through joining himself
with the people, the tzaddik merits two spiritual levels.
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‘Male goats” (2*7°yw) alludes to something important, as we find
in the Torah: “And he sent two choice kids of the goats” (Bereishis
27:9).
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“For a sin-offering” — meaning, for the sake of sin and
deficiency that only a tzaddik can repair, because it is impossible
that all his prayers be perfectly pure and free of any foreign
thought.
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This is due to two causes: First, because when another person
fsins, G-d forbid, that sin may cause a foreign thought to enter the
tzaddik’s prayer, so that the tzaddik can uplift that impurity and
atone for it.
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Second, because as long as we are in this bitter exile, it is
necessary to provide some nourishment to the Sitra Achra (the
Other Side) so it may have minimal vitality — until Moshiach
will come and remove wickedness from the world.
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This is the meaning of “And the goat upon which the lot for
Hashem arose...” — this refers to the portion that rises to Hashem,
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“And he shall make it a sin-offering” — meaning, it becomes
deficient due to the reasons mentioned above.

"11797 12 ARYIY 17 1% — "nRYn AN
"33 12°07 DI,

“And the goat upon which [the lot came up for Azazel]...” — that
is, the portion that contains the foreign thought — its role is “that
it may stand alive,” meaning to sustain the Sitra Achra with
minimal vitality.
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And regarding the second reason — “to atone for it,” as stated
above.
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And may the Good Name atone for us and cause the horn of
palvation to sprout speedily in our days — Amein, Selah.
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[NOTE: [} S — Summary

This profound discourse expounds on the inner path of the complete tzaddik, interpreting the
avodah (service) of Aharon HaKohen as a spiritual guide for how a tzaddik enters holiness and

elevates both himself and the world.

“wr7IPiT DR TR R2Y NRTR” — the tzaddik reaches the Kodesh, the inner sanctuary, not

through external status, but by internal transformation: awe from love, humility,

vigilance, and sanctity in thought and deed.

Every item of the Kohen’s service — the bull, ram, linen garments, immersion, and

goats — is reinterpreted as a stage of spiritual refinement:

o Bull = Fear rooted in love.
o Ram = Eagerness and strength in prayer.

o Linen garments = Spiritual garments through humility and modesty.
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Mikvah = Clean body and mind; turning immersion into a soul-garment.

Two goats = The dual task of the tzaddik: uplifting the sparks of others’ sins, and
maintaining cosmic balance even when granting minimal vitality to the Sitra
Achra.

e The tzaddik’s mind may receive fleeting foreign thoughts not from personal failure, but
because he is spiritually absorbing, refining, and elevating the blemishes of others. This
becomes his avodah: to transform darkness into light — both for himself and for the
nation.

Practical Takeaway

e Spiritual growth requires inner cleansing: Before one reaches higher holiness, they
must refine their body, thoughts, and emotions — just as Aharon donned sacred garments
and immersed.

e Don’t let spiritual doubts hold you back: Even when you feel unworthy or distracted in
prayer, realize that sincere effort — even with imperfection — has immense value.

e Join with others in their struggles: Sometimes, your own spiritual struggles may be
linked to someone else’s burden. Helping them, davening for them, or simply holding
compassion, helps elevate both of you.

e Even the great tzaddikim carry the pain of the world — yet they turn that burden into
elevation. This is not a fall — it’s a mission.

Chassidic Story: Reb Elimelech and the Stranger’s Sin

Source: "Otzar HaChassidim," Toldos Elimelech; oral tradition from Lizhensk

Once, Reb Elimelech was in the middle of Shemoneh Esrei when he suddenly shuddered and
broke into a cold sweat. After the davening, he stayed alone in his room for hours.

When his brother, Reb Zusha of Anipoli, asked what happened, Reb Elimelech explained:

“At the moment I stood in prayer, I felt a dark thought cross my mind — something coarse and

bitter. At first I was broken... how could such a thing come to me? But then I realized: this was
not my own. In that instant, a Jew far away was succumbing to a sin, and Heaven sent his inner
struggle to me — so that I could raise it back up and cleanse it.”

Reb Zusha wept and said:

“Fortunate is the generation whose tzaddikim take on their darkness — and return it to light.”
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Reb Elimelech fasted that day and gave extra tzedakah. That very week, a man from another
town came to Lizhensk to confess — he had almost fallen that very hour, but suddenly was
overcome with shame and trembling. He had no idea why. END NOTE]
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