Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Ki Teitzei

27915 ritienE weiE s HI70N
May Hashem pour Shefa upon you

To find more Maamarim and to dedicate one visit:

ChassidusNow.com

; efer X u@é
'D e \ O
5 The Rebbe \
B .

9@@%\9— e oG C/Q

)




7''o2

The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Ki Teitzei

R'"2In’7 21 9I9R 71Y ,REN NWISTNIW NIMwR REN
Teitzei — from the Sichos of Shabbos Parshas Teitzei, 14 Elul, year 5751/91

Introduction

This discourse of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, delivered in the year 1991) X"win'f1), explores the deep unity
between avodah (divine service) and schar (reward). The Rebbe develops a sweeping vision: mitzvos are not

only commandments but contain their own reward within them — the revelation of G-dliness in the physical
world. From the creation of the world until the final redemption, the Rebbe shows how every mitzvah, every

act of Torah, prayer, and kindness, carries within it the ultimate purpose of existence: making a dwelling place
for G-d in the lowest realms. The discourse connects this to the time of Elul, weddings of the Rebbeim, the
founding of Tomchei Temimim, and the mission of spreading Chassidus to all corners of the earth. It

concludes with a call to action: to publicize, to strengthen learning and simchah, and to prepare ourselves and
the world for the immediate revelation of Moshiach.

(%)

(1) The order of the Torah reading is that the place where one
stops in Shabbos Shacharis, from there one reads at Minchah.
For example, on the first Shabbos one reads in Shacharis the
portion of Bereishis, and at Minchah one reads “These are the
generations of Noach,” ten verses or more. And in this manner
one continues the whole year.

And in the reading of two Parshiyos on one Shabbos, this
emphasizes the connection and relationship of the two
Parshiyos to each other.

And it requires understanding concerning the two Parshiyos
read on this Shabbos — Parshas Ki Seitzei (read in Shacharis)
and Parshas Ki Savo (read in Minchah) — that they are
(seemingly) subjects opposite one another.

In the names of the Parshiyos (since the name indicates the
content of the entire Parsha) — “Seitzei” and “Savo” — going out
and coming in are plainly opposite matters.

And in the content (the opening and beginning) of the Parshiyos

— “When you go out to war against your enemies,” “When you
come into the land... and inherit it and dwell in it” — going out

to war and dwelling in the land are different and opposite states.
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For although the war is in a manner of “Hashem your G-d will
give him into your hand, and you will take his captives” (as the
continuation and conclusion of the verse), it is bound with a
state of lack of rest and settlement, as emphasized also in the
ruling of the Rambam.

That once he enters the ties of war, he must rely on the Hope of
Israel, place his soul in his hand, not think of his wife or
children, turn away from everything for the war with all his
heart and all his soul.

This is the opposite, in the ultimate, of the state of inheriting
and dwelling in the land, “each under his vine and under his fig
tree,” until bringing of the first fruits (after conquest and
division) from the first of all the produce of the ground (of the
seven species with which Eretz Yisrael was praised).

And in the manner of “And you shall rejoice in all the good” (as
the continuation and conclusion of the Parsha), from a state of
settlement and peace in wholeness.

()

And in a similar manner regarding the explanation of the content
of the Parshiyos in the service of man to his Creator:

“When you go out to war against your enemies” — refers to the
going out of the G-dly soul from its source and root above (in
the World of Atzilus, about which it is said “the soul You have
given within me is pure”) to descend below (even to the physical
world of Asiyah, about which it is said “You created it, You
formed it, You breathed it into me, You preserve it within me”).
And to be enclothed in the body and the animal soul in order to
refine and purify them, and even to refine and purify its portion
in the world — for this service is in the manner of a war with the
opponent (“your enemy”), particularly in the time of exile.

For because of the concealment and hiddenness of the darkness
of exile, the force of the opponent is emphasized with greater
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intensity, and consequently also the need for war with force in
order to nullify it.

“And when you come to the land that Hashem your G-d gives
you as an inheritance, and you shall inherit it and dwell in it” —
refers to service in a manner of rest and peace, in the time when
Israel dwell on their land and the Beis HaMikdash is in its place
(and even as in the days of Shlomo).

This is the complete opposite of the state and situation of “When
you go out to war against your enemies” in the service of the
time of exile.

()
And further, and primarily:
The content of “When you come into the land... and inherit it
and dwell in it” in the Torah reading (which is eternal) on this
day, applies also (and primarily) to the coming into the land,
inheritance, and dwelling in the land in the future, in the true and
complete redemption through our righteous Moshiach.
And according to this, it is emphasized even more the distinction
and great difference between the Parshiyos Ki Seitzei and Ki
Savo (which are read on this day) — not only two modes of
service (in a way of war and in a way of rest and peace) which
differ from each other, but a general distinction between service
and reward.
That Parshas Ki Seitzei is connected with our deeds and service
(including — the time of the duration of exile), and Parshas Ki
Savo is connected with the reward of the future to come.
And this matter is also emphasized in the recitation and study of
the two chapters of Pirkei Avos (the first chapter and the second
chapter) on this Shabbos.
At the beginning of the first chapter — “Moshe received the
Torah from Sinai and transmitted it...” to every single Jew until
the end of all generations, and “Raise up many disciples,” this
emphasizes the generality of the service of the children of Israel
in the fulfillment of the Torah.
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And at the end of the second chapter — “And know that the
reward of the righteous is in the future to come” — this
emphasizes the matter of the reward.

And even though service and reward are matters (chapters)
different and in different times, as our Sages said, “Today to do
them, and tomorrow to receive their reward,” nevertheless, both
are read and studied (the chapter of service and the chapter of
reward) on one Shabbos and in one continuum (without
interruption between them), until — as one chapter.

(7
And the point of the explanation in this:
The beginning of the reading of Parshas Ki Savo after and as a
continuation to the reading of Parshas Ki Seitzei is like an
explanation and clarification to Parshas Ki Seitzei — that also the
service of war (“When you go out to war against your enemies”)
must be in a manner of rest and settlement (“When you come
into the land... and inherit it and dwell in it”).
And more than this, that in the general service (“When you go
out”) there is already a semblance and likeness, and even the
beginning, of the state and situation of reward (“When you
come”).
And in the style of the Mishnah in Pirkei Avos: “And know that
the reward of the righteous is in the future to come” — the
explanation can be said, that the service itself is in a manner of
connection and attachment (“Know” — for daas is a term of
connection and attachment) with the state of the reward of the
righteous in the future to come.
Meaning, that during the time of service (“Today to do them”)
there is already a semblance and likeness and the beginning of
the reward of the future to come.
And it can be said, that this matter is hinted also in Parshas Ki
Seitzei itself — in which is said the command of giving the wage
of a hired worker in a manner of “on that day you shall give his
wage.”
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And from this is also understood concerning the giving of the
reward for the service of the Jewish people by the Holy One,
blessed be He (in the likeness of “the master of the house who
hires workers,”
wage of your labor,” in the wording of the Mishnah in Pirkei
Avos of this Shabbos).

That in addition to the reward of the righteous in the future to
come — “tomorrow to receive their reward” — there must also be
and there is the reward that is given on that day, “on that day you
shall give his wage,” as will be explained later.

the master of your work who will pay you the

()
And it will be understood by first explaining the matter of
“When you go out to war against your enemies,” as Rashi
explains: “The verse speaks of an optional war” — in the service
of man:
According to what was said above (section 2) that “When you go
out to war against your enemies” alludes to the general service
of man in the world — how can it be interpreted that “the verse
speaks of an optional war” (that there is no command and
obligation to go out to war, unless Israel desire it)?
For the going out to the war of refining the body and animal soul
and its portion in the world is a command and obligation. And
from this arises an additional question concerning the payment
of reward for the service:
“Reward” applies to a worker who hires himself to serve the
master of the house in exchange for reward, for if not, he has no
obligation to serve him. This is not so with a servant who is
acquired by his master and must serve him — there is no concept
of reward.

And since the Jewish people are obligated in the service of
Hashem (also) by the law of a servant, as it is written “For the
children of Israel are servants to Me,” and even more than the
obligation of a servant, since “I was created (only) to serve my
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Creator” — what is the matter of payment of reward for service
and work to one’s Creator?

For reward is given on work that is in a manner of permission
(“an optional war”), and not on work that is in a manner of
obligation.

(")
And it can be said, the explanation in this — according to the

precision of the wording “When you go out to war against your
enemies,” specifically “you shall go out”:

The service of man in the world is in a manner of going out
(“you shall go out”) from his true place — not only in relation to
the standing of the soul in the World of Atzilus (“the soul You
have placed within me is pure,” as mentioned above section 2),
but also (and primarily) in relation to its first source and root —
above the entire order of hishtalshelus [including above the
beginning of hishtalshelus in the first tzimtzum].

For the thought of Israel preceded everything, and in them the
Holy One, blessed be He, consulted regarding the creation of the
order of hishtalshelus, as our Sages said: “With whom did He
consult? With the souls of the righteous.” For they are literally a
part of G-d Above, one existence with His Essence and Being,
blessed be He — “Israel and the Holy One, blessed be He, are
entirely one.”

And it can be added, that this matter is also hinted in what is
written later in the Parsha: “And Hashem your G-d did not desire
to listen to Bilam... because Hashem your G-d loves you.” As
explained in Likkutei Torah, “Hashem is your G-d” literally —
that in every soul of Israel there is a level (and surely many
times over) and a radiance from the Name Havayah itself.
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As it is written, “For Hashem’s portion is His people, Yaakov the
lot of His inheritance,” for they are a part and a radiance from
the Name Havayah itself — not only Havayah as in the emanated,
but also Havayah as in the Emanator. Not only the four letters of
the Name Havayah, but also the point of the yud, which is above
the Name Havayah, and even the level that is not alluded to in
any letter or mark, until His very Essence, blessed be He.

And according to this, it can be explained that “When you go out
to war...” refers to an optional war.

Since Israel are a part of Havayah, “Israel and the Holy One,
blessed be He, are entirely one,” they are completely above
connection to the existence of the world and to service in the
world.

And their descent into the world (in a manner of going out —
“you shall go out” — from their true place, as they are one with
the Holy One, blessed be He) for the sake of the service of
refining the world, is after the order of hishtalshelus of the
creation of the world was made with the “permission” of Israel
(so to speak), for with them He consulted to create the world.
Therefore, their descent into the world and their service in the
world is in the aspect of an “optional war.”

In another style: From the perspective of the existence of Israel
as they were created in the world, their service is in a manner of
obligation — “I was created to serve my Creator.”

But from the perspective of their true existence above the world
(which is emphasized in the precise wording “you shall go out,”
for their creation in the world is after going out from their true
place above the order of the world’s creation), even to the extent
that with them was the consultation regarding the creation of the
world — their service is in a manner of “optional,” “an optional
war the verse speaks of.”
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And according to this, it is also understood the general matter of
payment of reward, which is not relevant to service that is from
the aspect of obligation (like the service of a servant to his
master). For, since from the perspective of the true existence of
Israel above the world, their descent into the world for the
service of refining the world is in a manner of “optional.”

()
And to add explanation to the matter of payment of reward for
the service — it is necessary first to explain the general matter of
the service of “When you go out to war against your enemies””:
The going out (“When you go out”) of the soul from its true
place — that “Israel and the Holy One, blessed be He, are entirely
one” — to descend below and to be enclothed in a body in this
physical world, is because the Holy One, blessed be He, desired
to have for Himself, blessed be He, a dwelling in the lower
worlds.
For even though before the world was created, He alone was
singular and unique, filling the entire place in which He created
the world — nevertheless, through the chain order of the worlds
and their descent, stage after stage, this physical and material
world was created, which is the lowest in degree, with no lower
in concealment of His light.
For so it arose in His will, blessed be He, that there be
satisfaction before Him, blessed be He, when the sitra achra is
subdued and darkness is transformed into light — that is, that the
revelation of His Essence, blessed be He, will be in the lower
realms.
And therefore, in order that the activity of Israel in making the
dwelling should be from the perspective of the lower beings,
there is a need that the soul go out from its true place in His
Essence, blessed be He, and descend below and be enclothed in
a body in this physical world (like all the created beings of the
world), in which there exists an entity of opposition (“your
enemy’’) that must be fought (“war”).
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And in order that the service of Israel should effect and make a
dwelling for His Essence, blessed be He (not only for the level
of G-dliness relative to the world, but a dwelling for His
Essence, blessed be He, like the dwelling of a person where his
entire essence is revealed) — it is necessary that in their descent
below it should be recognizable their source (“when you go out”
— in present tense) from their true place in His Essence, blessed
be He.

In another style: The novelty in the descent of the soul below is
that even in its being in a state of existence, it is one with His
Essence, blessed be He (as emphasized in the fact that even in a
most degraded state a Jew cannot, Heaven forbid, be separated
from His unity, blessed be He). Therefore, through it is effected
the novelty, that also in the lowest realms is made a dwelling for
His Essence, blessed be He.

G))

And it can be said, that this matter is also hinted in Parshas Ki
Savo, which is read in continuation to Parshas Ki Seitzei:

“When you come into the land” — that even though the true place
of the soul is above the world (“land”), nevertheless, not only
does it go out from there (“when you go out”), but further, that it
comes (“when you come”) and enters and enclothes itself in a
body that is in “the land” (from the term earthliness), so that its
service in refining the world should be from the lower beings.
And through this, “the land” (with the definite article) becomes
“Eretz Yisrael,” why is it called so? Because it desired to do the
will of its Creator. More than this, “the land which Hashem your
G-d gives you (and whoever gives, gives generously) as an
inheritance,” that it is recognizable in the land that it is the
inheritance of the Children of Israel.

And in a manner of “you shall inherit it and dwell in it,” that it
becomes the permanent place of the Children of Israel, a place
fitting and appropriate to the level of Israel — that as they are one
with His Essence, blessed be He, they effect in the land (the
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lower realms) that it should be a dwelling for His Essence,
blessed be He.

And this is emphasized even more in the continuation of the
Parsha, “And you shall take from the first of all the fruit of the
ground...,” the mitzvah of bikkurim. Through the service of
Israel in refining the world, the true existence of Israel is
revealed in the world, who are called “first fruits” — as it is
written, “As the first fruit on the fig tree in its beginning, I saw
your fathers,” and “Israel is holy to Hashem, the first of His
produce.”

For they preceded everything, being one with His Essence,
blessed be He, and therefore, through them, the land becomes a
dwelling for His Essence, blessed be He.

)
And corresponding to the content of the service, also the
payment of the reward for the service is made — “the reward of a
mitzvah is the mitzvah itself”:
After the Alter Rebbe explains that the purpose of the creation of
this world is that the Holy One, blessed be He, desired to have
for Himself a dwelling in the lower worlds, he continues:
“And it is known that the days of Moshiach, and especially when
the dead will be revived, are the ultimate purpose and perfection
of the creation of this world, for which it was created from the
beginning.”
And he continues (in the following chapter) that the ultimate
perfection of the days of Moshiach and the resurrection of the
dead, which is the revelation of the infinite light, blessed be He,
in this physical world, depends on our deeds and service
throughout the time of exile.
For the cause of the reward of the mitzvah is the mitzvah itself,
since by doing it a person draws down the revelation of the
infinite light, blessed be He, from above to below, into the
physicality of this world.
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In other words, the payment of the reward for the service is the
very content of the service itself — revelation of G-dliness in the
world, that there should be for Him, blessed be He, a dwelling in
the lower realms.

And according to this, it is possible to explain the fulfillment of
the command “On his day you shall give him his wage” through
the Holy One, blessed be He — for since by doing each and every
mitzvah there is drawn down the infinite light, blessed be He,
into the world, it follows that the payment of reward exists (not
only day by day, but also) through each and every mitzvah in
particular.

And further — and this is also the main point — that even the main
reward that for now is “closed in a chest,” is already in the
possession of the worker (every Jew). And moreover, it is in his
hand and authority to open the chest (and reveal the reward) at
any time he wishes — by adding one more mitzvah.

At that time (in the days of Moshiach, and especially when the
dead will be revived), the reward will be revealed — the
revelation of the infinite light, blessed be He, in this physical
world, as it is written: “And the glory of Hashem shall be
revealed, and all flesh shall see together.”

And 1n addition to receiving the reward in the manner of “On his
day you shall give him his wage,” there is also the “reward of the
righteous in the future to come,” *
reward” (in the seventh millennium), the general reward for all
our deeds and service of all the Jewish people throughout all
generations during the six thousand years of the world.

tomorrow to receive their

Including also the reward for the service of the Jewish people in
the days of Moshiach, and especially when the dead will be
revived (all the Jewish people of all the previous generations),
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for then will be the service of Torah study and mitzvah
observance in ultimate perfection.
In the study of Torah — “A new Torah shall go forth from Me,”
the revelation of the inner dimension of the Torah, the secret of
its reasons and its hidden mysteries.
And in the fulfillment of the mitzvos (in addition to the
perfection of fulfilling all the mitzvos, including those dependent
on entering the land, inheriting it, dwelling in it, and building the
Beis HaMikdash, like the mitzvah of bikkurim) there will be the
greater perfection — the mitzvah of “Your will.”

)
And in deeper understanding — that a semblance, example, and
beginning of the matter of reward already exists within the
service itself (before the time arrives for the payment of reward
on this particular service from the obligation of “on that day you
shall give his wage”), and immediately at the beginning of the
service:
Based on the above, that service and reward are one matter — that
through the service of Israel, who are one with His Essence,
blessed be He, they effect the revelation of His Essence, blessed
be He, in the world — this also applies to the state prior to the
beginning of service, before creation.
For before the world was created He alone was unique and
unified and filled the entire space in which He created the world;
however, the additional and essential innovation, for which
purpose was the intent of creation, is that through the service of
Israel (who are one with His Essence, blessed be He) in the
world, the revelation of His Essence, blessed be He, is made in
the world — a dwelling for Him in the lower realms.
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And this matter can and should already be recognized at the
beginning of the service — that the service of Israel in the world
does not begin in the present state, after the creation of the world
and the descent of the soul into the world, but rather in the future
state, the Era to Come, which is like the prior state, before the
creation of the world, for which purpose it was created.

That it should be recognizable in Israel their true existence
before they descended below — that they are one with His
Essence, blessed be He — and recognizable in the world the state
that He alone filled the entire space in which He created the
world. And through this, it is easier to complete the intent of
creation by our deeds and our service, to make for Him, blessed
be He, a dwelling in the lower realms.

(®°)
According to this, it is also possible to explain the continuation
of the portions Ki Seitzei and Ki Savo, emphasized by their
being read on one Shabbos:
The continuation of the portions alludes that the service of
“When you go out to war against your enemies” (which refers to
the generality of our deeds and service in the world, and
especially during the time of exile) is done in the manner of
“When you come into the land” — immediately — “and you shall
inherit it and dwell in it” (which refers to the true and complete
redemption through our righteous Moshiach, as mentioned above
in section 3).

That is, even the service of battle in refining the world is in a
manner of tranquility, since in the time of service (“Today to do
them”) it is recognized in Israel, and through them in the world,
the state prior to creation (which is, as mentioned above, the
state of “Ki Seitzei”’) and the state of the Future (Ki Savo).
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Therefore: the service of the battle is with knowledge and
recognition that in truth there is no real existence of an opponent
— for the state is “over your enemy,” above your enemy — and its
purpose and goal is “and Hashem your G-d will deliver him into
your hand.” Even more, “and you shall take his captive” —
specifically his captive, the captive of your enemy — which
alludes to the 288 sparks of the world of Tohu (the root of your
enemy) that fell and were taken captive in the physical things of
this world.

Through the service of Israel in refining them, it becomes “and
you shall take his captive,” that they also receive the lights of
Tohu (Esav), which are higher than the lights of Tikkun
(Yaakov), as alluded in the verse later in the portion, “and the
firstborn son of the hated one” — that through the refinement of
the hated (Esav), the lights of Tohu, which precede (firstborn)
the lights of Tikkun, are drawn down.

And even more: in the world is revealed the true reality that
Israel (Yaakov) precedes (as first fruits) and is higher than the
world of Tohu, and before the Tzimtzum — like the state before
the creation of the world (only that it is drawn and revealed in
the world).

And furthermore, and this is also the main point: that the service
is with tranquility and settlement — “When you come into the
land ... and you shall inherit it and dwell in it” — in its literal
sense: tranquility of the soul and tranquility of the body. This is
through the fact that the Holy One, blessed be He, gives to each
and every Jew everything he needs, both materially and
spiritually, and with expansiveness, from His full, open, holy,
and generous hand, to all in abundance.
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This is by necessity for the sake of the service itself (and not as a
reward), as the Rambam wrote regarding the material blessings
of the Torah: that He promised us ... that He will remove from
us all things that prevent us from doing it, such as sickness, war,
famine, and the like, and He will bestow upon us all the good
things that strengthen our hands to do the Torah, such as
abundance, peace, and much silver and gold.

And in addition to this, also in the framework of reward, which
must be given at the time of “today to do them” — “on that day
you shall give him his wage” — not only spiritual reward (even
up to revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He), but also
material reward, a sample and likeness of the material reward of
the Days of Moshiach, when there will be no hunger and no war
... and good will be abundant, and all delicacies will be as
common as dust — good and delicacies also materially (as a
result of the revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, in the
world).

(=)
According to this, we can also connect the above with the
content of the time in which these parshiyos are read. As is
known, the festivals of the year ... all have a connection to the
parshiyos that occur within them — the month of Elul.
The month of Elul is the last month of the year, in which a true
accounting is made of all the service of the year, in order to
correct and complete all matters of service in Torah, prayer, and
acts of kindness, through the service of teshuvah (as alluded to in
our parsha, “and she shall weep for her father and mother a
month of days”).
And through this, one comes to the completion of redemption (as
alluded to in our parsha, “and afterwards you shall come to her
and be her husband, and she shall be your wife,” meaning like
what is said: “On that day ... you will call Me ‘my Husband,’”
as our Sages said: In the days of Moshiach there will be
marriage, as it says, “For your Maker is your Husband”).
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It is also the month of preparation for the beginning of the work
of the coming year. Accordingly, in Elul the bond of work and
reward 1s emphasized: the beginning of the coming year’s work
follows and continues from the completion of the past year’s
service (and its reward).

This is also hinted in the name Elul: the acronym for “Ani
leDodi veDodi li” — “T am to my Beloved and my Beloved is to
me.” At the beginning of service with an awakening from below
(“T am to my Beloved” and afterwards “my Beloved is to me”) is
emphasized the ultimate completion of all service (the reward),
the union of “I” and “my Beloved” (Knesses Yisrael and the
Holy One, blessed be He) in the manner of marriage — “and they
shall be one flesh” (Yisrael and Hashem are all one).

As emphasized at the conclusion of the forty days, alluded to in
the four yuds at the ends of the words “Ani leDodi veDodi li” —
Yom Kippur, the day of His wedding, when the second tablets
were given, until the ultimate completion of marriage in the days
of Moshiach.

And note: “marriage” is also from the root “to raise up” (nasa),
leadership, whose perfection is in Moshiach, of whom it is said,
“He will be exalted and lifted up and very high.” Through him
the perfection of leadership will be achieved for each and every
Jew, especially through the spark of Moshiach within him, the
level of yechidah — “a singular one to unite with You” — which is
united with the Singular One of the world.

A special emphasis is in all the above with the month of Elul of
the year 5751 (X”win): “tinasei” — be uplifted — in the form of a
command, both in regard to the revelation and coming of
Moshiach who is exalted very much, and in regard to the
marriage of Knesses Yisrael with Hashem in the days of
Moshiach.
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Parshas Ki Teitzei
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Teitzei — from the Sichos of Shabbos Parshas Teitzei, 14 Elul, year 5751/91

And since this is the last month of the year, it is impossible,
Heaven forbid, to delay the fulfillment of this promise. It must
be fulfilled immediately — even on this very Shabbos. Simply:
the Elul of 5751 is the sealing and conclusion of our deeds and
service throughout the exile, and therefore, we immediately
receive the reward of the days of Moshiach and the resurrection
of the dead, and even the reward of the seventh millennium, the
reward of the righteous in the future to come — but in the present,
on this very day (“on that day you shall give him his wage”),
especially as it nears its end (the time of Mincha), and at this
very moment.

()
And in the month of Elul itself, now is the day — the 14th of Elul:

a) The 14th of Elul is the eve (and beginning) of the 15th of Elul,
when the moon is in its fullness, which hints to the completeness
of Israel, who are compared to the moon and count by the moon,
and are destined to be renewed like it.

And in particular, that the renewal and fullness of the moon is
through the fact that it receives the light of the sun, which is the
union of the sun and the moon, similar to the concept of the
marriage between the Holy One, blessed be He (sun of Havayah)
and Knesses Yisrael (moon).

b) From the 14th of Elul onward, they begin to study the laws of
the festival, thirty days before the festival. Since the month of
Elul is lacking, the thirty days before Sukkos begin on the 14th
of Elul — the beginning of preparation for the time of our joy.

The completion (and strength) of the joy — three joys are written
regarding the festival — is connected with the revelation of Yom
Kippur, the day of His wedding, when the union of the Holy
One, blessed be He, and Knesses Yisrael is made.
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And in more detail: “our joy” (in plural), when the two joys join
together — the joy from above downward, Hashem rejoices in
His works, with the joy from below upward, Israel rejoices in
His Maker.

In this is emphasized the connection of the general matter of
“today to do them” with the reward “tomorrow to receive their
reward,” for His works — this is the general concept of “today to
do them,” and when the aspect of “today to do them” is
completed, it will be drawn that Hashem rejoices in His works,
and this joy is the revelation of the inner Atik, which will be
revealed in the future.

(7)
And a special addition in our generation — that this Friday (he
who toils on Friday will eat on Shabbos) is on the 13th of Elul,
the day of the marriage of my father-in-law, the Rebbe, leader of
our generation.

And before that, on Wednesday, the 11th of Elul, was the
wedding of his father, the Rebbe Rashab, whose place he filled,
being his only son, my father-in-law the Rebbe, leader of our
generation.

And after this, on Motzei Shabbos, the 15th of Elul, was the
founding of the Yeshivah Tomchei Temimim, during the days of
the wedding celebration of my father-in-law the Rebbe, when he
was appointed by his father to direct the yeshivah.

The marriage of every Jew (even private individuals) is
connected with the marriage of Knesses Yisrael and the Holy
One, blessed be He, in the days of Moshiach. Therefore, the
Sheva Berachos conclude with the theme of redemption: “Soon
there shall be heard in the cities of Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem...”
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How much more so the weddings of the leaders of the generation
— “the Nasi is everything” — and in particular the Nesiim of
Chabad, who reveal the inner dimension of Torah in
understanding and comprehension, spreading the wellsprings
outward, through which comes Moshiach.

With greater emphasis in the marriage of my father-in-law the
Rebbe, since together with this came the founding of Tomchei
Temimim: the students are called “Temimim” because they learn
both Nigleh and Chassidus, in a way that unites the intellect with
the inner Torah.

Not only this, but the study of the inner Torah is with
understanding like study of sugyos in Nigleh, where the person’s
mind unites with the mind of the inner Torah, in a wondrous
union — a preparation for the state of the days of Moshiach, when
all of Israel will be great sages.

And therefore they are called “the soldiers of the house of
David,” who overcome the state of disgrace of Ikvesa
d’Meshicha, and bring the revelation of Moshiach in the manner
of “Blessed is Hashem forever, amen and amen.”

To note: this period (as described at the end of this psalm)
already concluded after forty years from the histalkus of my
father-in-law the Rebbe, with an increase in spreading the
wellsprings outward.

And now we stand in the period of Psalm 90, whose end states:
“And may the pleasantness of Hashem our G-d be upon us, and
establish the work of our hands.” That the Shechinah should
dwell in your handiwork — this is the payment for all our deeds
and service.

()
From the directives above in regard to practical action — “the
deed is the main thing”:
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a) To publicize everywhere that we stand at the conclusion and
seal of our deeds and service (“when you go out to war against
your enemies”), and at the beginning of the period of reward —
the reward of the righteous (“when you come into the land and
possess it and dwell in it”).

Therefore, the work must also be in matters related to the days of
Moshiach, beginning with study of Torah on Moshiach,
redemption, and the Beis HaMikdash — and mainly with
tranquility, joy, and goodness of heart, including holding
farbrengens of joy, especially connected with weddings.

Including strengthening the minhag of making a meal for the
poor, a sample and preparation for the future fulfillment of “then
our mouths will be filled with laughter.” In our generation, the
Nasi, my father-in-law the Rebbe, whose second name is
Yitzchak (laughter), is the eighth Nasi from the Baal Shem Tov —
making “our mouths filled with laughter” in the present tense.

b) To publicize everywhere about the special mission of Tomchei
Temimim, which continues and operates in all corners of the
world as “candles to illuminate” — that every Jewish home
should be a house of Torah, prayer, and acts of kindness, and
also a miniature Tomchei Temimim through learning Chassidus.

c¢) To publicize everywhere about the effort of providing the
needs of the festival to all who require it thirty days before the
festival — so they may prepare for Zman Simchaseinu with
tranquility and joy, and before that, for Rosh Hashanah, as the
verse states: “Eat rich foods, drink sweet drinks, and send
portions to whoever has nothing prepared.”
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May it be His will that through these words and good
resolutions, we merit immediately that Hashem will give each
Jew all his needs from His full, open, holy, and broad hand, and
especially the true and complete redemption through Moshiach.

And especially in the main matter — the true and complete
redemption through Moshiach, as the Torah reading at Minchah
states: “When you come into the land... and dwell in it.”

And immediately: “And you shall take of the first of all the fruit
of the earth... and go to the place Hashem your G-d will
choose,” until the conclusion of the parsha: “Look down from
Your holy dwelling from heaven and bless Your people Israel” —
beginning with the primary blessing of the true and complete
redemption through Moshiach, immediately.

[NOTE Summary
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The Rebbe begins by explaining that the payment for mitzvos — schar mitzvah mitzvah — is the mitzvah itself.
Each act of Torah and mitzvah brings the revelation of the Ein Sof into the material world, building G-d’s
dwelling place in the lowest realms. This makes the reward inseparable from the deed.

This also clarifies the verse “on that day you shall give his wage.” The reward is not only in the future; every
mitzvah draws a specific revelation, a “personal redemption,” immediately upon its fulfillment. At the same

time, the greater reward is held in trust, ready to be revealed fully at the time of Moshiach and the resurrection,
when “the glory of G-d will be revealed and all flesh will see.”

The Rebbe explains that the work of birurim (refining the world) — hinted at in the parshiyos Ki Seitzei and Ki
Savo — is itself performed with the consciousness of redemption. We go out to battle with confidence that the
enemy is already in our hands, and through v shavisa shivyo (you will capture its captive), we elevate the sparks
of Tohu, even higher than the revelations of Tikkun.

This duality of present effort and future reward is reflected in Elul. Elul is the month of cheshbon hanefesh
(soul-accounting), the conclusion of the year’s work, and simultaneously the preparation for the coming year.
Its very name, Ani [’dodi v’dodi li, expresses the dynamic of Israel’s initiative and G-d’s reciprocal embrace,
culminating in the marriage of Israel and G-d at the time of redemption.
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The Rebbe ties this to specific dates: the 14th of Elul, when the moon is full, symbolizing Israel’s wholeness;
the 13th of Elul, the wedding day of the Rebbe Rayatz; the 11th of Elul, the wedding of the Rebbe Rashab; and
the 15th of Elul, the founding of Tomchei Temimim. Each of these events strengthens the theme of “nisu’in” —
marriage between Israel and G-d — and the preparation for the revelation of Moshiach.

Finally, the Rebbe emphasizes directives: to publicize that we stand at the threshold of redemption; to learn
Torah about Moshiach and geulah; to increase joy, especially through weddings and seudot aniyim (meals for
the poor); to strengthen Tomchei Temimim and make every Jewish home a miniature yeshivah; and to provide
the needs of others for Yom Tov. By doing this, the Rebbe says, we will see “Ki tavo el ha’aretz ...” fulfilled
immediately, culminating in the true and complete redemption.

Practical Takeaway

Every mitzvah you do contains its own reward — it brings the light of the Ein Sof into the physical world.
Even before the final redemption, we can live with the consciousness that our mitzvos are revealing G-dliness
now. During Elul, especially, we must strengthen Torah, tefillah, and acts of kindness with joy and calmness,
support others’ Yom Tov needs, and spread the wellsprings of Chassidus outward. By doing so, we not only
prepare for redemption — we begin to taste it immediately.

Chassidic Story

When the Rebbe Rashab was preparing to establish Yeshivas Tomchei Temimim in 1897, he spoke passionately
about the need for a new type of yeshivah that would combine revealed Torah and Chassidus, producing
temimim — wholesome students devoted to the essence of Torah. After its founding, he appointed his son, the
Rebbe Rayatz, to oversee its operations. Years later, the Rebbe Rayatz described how this yeshivah was not just
a school but a preparation for Moshiach, since only through spreading the inner dimension of Torah could the
final redemption be brought. The Rebbe, in our generation, explained that the founding of Tomchei Temimim
on the 15th of Elul, in the midst of the days of the Rebbeim’s weddings, embodies the marriage between Israel
and G-d and directly hastens the revelation of Moshiach (Sefer HaSichos 5703; Hayom Yom, 15 Elul).

Therapeutic-Psychological Integration (TPX)

The Rebbe’s discourse presents a model that deeply resonates with psychology and healing. At its heart is the
idea that the reward is in the deed itself — schar mitzvah mitzvah. Applied therapeutically, this means that
transformation is not something that comes only at the end of the process; rather, every small act of growth
already contains its own healing energy.

When a person works on themselves — refining character, doing mitzvos, repairing relationships — it can feel
like a battle (Ki Seitzei lamilchamah). The Rebbe explains that this battle is already infused with the victory of
Ki Savo el ha’aretz — arrival, wholeness, and homecoming. Psychologically, this reflects how even in struggle,
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a person can anchor themselves in the awareness that they are already more than their pain, that the future self
they long for is present in potential now. This reframing shifts the energy of healing from desperation to
calmness, from fear to settled joy.

Elul, as the Rebbe describes, is a time of reckoning and preparation — reviewing the year, repairing what is
broken, and setting the tone for the new. In therapy, this parallels the process of honest self-accounting: looking
at one’s behaviors, thoughts, and emotions without shame, but with a desire to repair and realign. The
symbolism of Elul — A4ni [’dodi v’dodi li — teaches that when a person reaches out with vulnerability (“I am
for my Beloved”), they find themselves met with compassion and embrace (“and my Beloved is for me”).
Healing happens when effort and grace meet.

The Rebbe’s emphasis on nisu in (marriage) as the ultimate metaphor of redemption speaks to integration: the
marriage between the conscious and unconscious, between past wounds and future aspirations, between self
and G-d. Just as marriage requires vulnerability, communication, and mutual trust, so too psychological healing
requires opening oneself to connection — with others, with truth, with the deeper self.

Story

A Holocaust survivor once told his therapist that during his time in the camps, he would secretly say Modeh
Ani each morning. “I had no food, no family, no future. But when I whispered those words, I felt I was already
alive, already connected. Even there, I could begin the day.” His therapist later reflected that this daily whisper
was not merely a ritual; it was a living embodiment of schar mitzvah mitzvah — the act itself was its own
healing. That survivor lived to build a family, a business, and a community, but he insisted: “My redemption
started in the moment I chose to live with faith.”

This echoes the Rebbe’s vision: that redemption is not only a future reward, but is experienced in every act of
faith, love, and goodness today. Each mitzvah, each act of growth, is not just preparation for healing — it is
healing itself.

Would you like me to expand this TPX to explicitly weave in the wedding imagery of the Rebbe Rashab and
Rayatz (and Tomchei Temimim), showing how “marriage” as a metaphor can also be applied in trauma therapy
and integration?

END NOTE]
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