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Erev Pesach Talk of Friday — Erev Shabbos Kodesh — Erev Pesach 5751 (1991)
— After the Minchah Prayer-

(X)
The unique advantage of the festival of Pesach in the calendar
setting of this year (in addition to the fixed placement of the
holiday of Pesach on the 15th of Nissan) — is that it falls on
Shabbos.

And in the very placement of Pesach on Shabbos, an additional
unique elevation is added due to the blessing of the “Shabbos
HaGadol” which precedes it — as is known, that from the day of
Shabbos all days are blessed, all six days of the week until (and
including) the following Shabbos.

And even the day of Shabbos itself is blessed from the Shabbos
that precedes it, and even more so than the rest of the days of
the week — because of the commonality that both are Shabbos
days.

And if on every Shabbos a blessing is extended to the Shabbos
that follows it, then certainly on “Shabbos HaGadol” a great
blessing is extended to the Shabbos that follows it — on which
Pesach falls.

And an additional elevation in the calendar setting of this year —
that the holiday of Pesach is in Parshas Shemini.

And it is fitting to explain the content and also the connection
and relevance of the advantages in the holiday of Pesach this
year (its falling on Shabbos, the special blessing from Shabbos
HaGadol, and Parshas Shemini), especially regarding Erev
Pesach, which — besides being the eve (of the festival day, and
within festival days itself, the first of the regalim [pilgrimage
festivals]) of Pesach, it is additionally in this year also Erev
Shabbos, and an Erev Shabbos that is blessed from Shabbos
HaGadol, and in Parshas Shemini, as will be explained.
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Pesach that falls on Shabbos:

Shabbos (the seventh day of the Creation of the world) — is
connected to and indicates the perfection of the world, as our
Sages of blessed memory said: “What was the world lacking?
Rest. Came Shabbos, came rest.”

That is: After the conclusion of the creation of the world in the
six days of Creation, the world was lacking rest, and on Shabbos
was completed (the lacking in the world — its perfection).

And Pesach (in which they were redeemed from Egypt) — is
connected to and indicates the level of G-dliness that is above
the world.

Because even the perfection of the world is still in a state of
“Mitzrayim” — from the expression of narrowness and limitation.

And the true perfection is through the redemption from the
narrowness and limitation of the (perfection of the) world — in a
manner of leaping (Pesach — named for the leaping and skipping)
beyond the confines of the world.
And in the calendar setting of this year, that the festival of
Pesach falls on Shabbos, the two advantages (Pesach and
Shabbos) are united together — that the level which is above the
world (Pesach) is drawn down and penetrates also into the
confines of the world (Shabbos).
And in another style: Not only that the Jewish people are
redeemed and go out from Egypt — meaning that they are
elevated to a level that is above the world — but even more than
that: they elevate the world itself to a level that is above the
confines of the world.

*
The Shabbos (on which Pesach falls) that is blessed from
Shabbos HaGadol:
The concept of Shabbos HaGadol (“greatness” regarding
Shabbos) is that in addition to the perfection of the world (the
idea of Shabbos), greatness which is above the world is drawn
into and made within it—
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meaning: the world itself becomes elevated to a level that is
above the world.

As is emphasized in the great miracle of “striking Egypt through
their firstborn” [Shemos 12:29] (for which reason it is called
Shabbos HaGadol) [Shulchan Aruch HaRav 430:1].

That miracle was not in a way that overrode nature (above
nature), but rather in a way that penetrated nature itself to change
it and reverse it (into “striking Egypt through their firstborn”).

And one can say that the content of the blessing which is drawn
from Shabbos HaGadol to the festival of Pesach every year is:

That even the level above the world (Pesach) should be drawn
and revealed within the bounds of the world, in the manner and
likeness of the “great miracle” of Shabbos HaGadol.

And this idea is emphasized even more in Pesach that falls on
Shabbos — that the blessing which the holiday of Pesach receives
from Shabbos HaGadol is clearly apparent in the setting of the
festival falling on the day of Shabbos—

in which the connection is emphasized between the level above
the world and the world.

(7
Parshas Shemini:
Shemini — indicates a level that is above the world, for the
existence of the world (even the perfection of the world) is
associated with the number seven — the seven days of Creation,
which are the seven days of cycle.
And the number eight is connected with a level beyond the
world, and it alludes to matters of Geulah — redemption from the
measurement and limitation of the boundaries of the world.
[And it is worth noting, that the quality of “Shemini” is also
emphasized in the festival of Pesach (in addition to the fact that
in both is emphasized the idea of leaping above the world) —
that the eighth day of Pesach (in the Diaspora) is especially
associated (more than the other days of Pesach) with the future
redemption to come through Moshiach Tzidkeinu.
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Therefore, the haftarah is from the prophecy of redemption,
“And a shoot will come forth from the stump of Yishai...”
[Yeshayahu 11:1],

and they eat the Seudas Moshiach (as is known and publicized —
the custom received from the Baal Shem Tov).

And “Shemini” is also from the expression shemen (“0il”),
which seeps through everything (as ruled in Shulchan Aruch
[Yoreh De’ah 134:11]) —

this hints that the elevation of “Shemini,” which is above the
world, is also in a manner of oil that spreads through
everything—meaning, that it is drawn and penetrates within the
bounds of the world.

And an additional elevation in the setting of this year — that we
read “Vayehi bayom hashmini” (It was on the eighth day) eight
times,

and then there is added an even greater emphasis on both aspects
of “Shemini”: the quality of the level of G-dliness above the
world (since the concept of “Shemini” repeats with elevation
after elevation eight times),

and the drawing down and revelation into the limits of the world
(“oil” that spreads through everything), since the concept of
“Shemini” itself is in the style of “oil,”

as is known the saying: “Shemini — shemonah — shemenah”
(“eighth — eight — fat”)—that when we read “Shemini” eight
times, the year is completely fat.

)
And the explanation of the concept of the connection between
the level of G-dliness that is above the world and the world (the
common point and shared theme in the aforementioned details
regarding this year’s calendar setting) — in the service of man:
It is known that the service of man is divided into two general
paths: (a) the service of tzaddikim — a structured and orderly
service (tamidim kesidran) according to the order fixed in the

creation of man, in the manner that “G-d made man upright”
[Koheles 7:29];
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(b) the service of baalei teshuvah — in a manner of addition
(musafim kehilchasam) and leaping (ledaleg shurot) beyond the
natural order of creation, through which one reaches a level
above the framework of creation, as our Sages of blessed
memory said:

“In the place where baalei teshuvah stand, complete tzaddikim
do not stand” [Berachos 34b]; and even more than this: “they
cannot stand there.”

And this difference is also reflected in the times of the year —
Shabbos and Pesach:

Shabbos (the perfection of the world) is related (primarily) to the
service of tzaddikim,

and Pesach (leaping beyond the world) is related (primarily) to
the service of baalei teshuvah,

in a manner of leaping, as it is written: “The voice of my
beloved, behold it comes—Ieaping upon the mountains, skipping
upon the hills” [Shir HaShirim 2:8] — a leaping and skipping
above the order of hishtalshelus (the chain-like progression of
creation),

in the style and likeness of the leaping that occurs in the service
of teshuvah.

And from this it is understood that in the calendar setting of this
year, in which Pesach falls on Shabbos, it indicates that the leap
(dilug) which is above the world is drawn down and penetrates
within the bounds of the world (as mentioned above in Section
B).

And this is emphasized as well in the other details of this year’s
setting — both in relation to Shabbos HaGadol, and in Parshas
Shemini (as mentioned above in Sections C-D),

the emphasis is on the union of the service of tzaddikim and the
service of baalei teshuvah — together.

And the idea in this is — that in addition to the elevation and
perfection of the service of tzaddikim, “And your people are all
tzaddikim” [ Yeshayahu 60:21] — a perfection that is within the
framework of creation,
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there is added in the service also the perfection of the service of
teshuvah, which is above the framework of creation —

as is emphasized in the true and complete redemption through
Moshiach Tzidkeinu, who comes “to bring the tzaddikim to
teshuvah” [Zohar 111, 153b].

")
And it may be said that this concept is also alluded to in the
unique service of Erev Pesach:
The special service on Erev Pesach is the offering of the Korban
Pesach after midday and after the slaughtering of the Tamid of
the afternoon,
and similarly in our time, through the recitation of the order of
the Korban Pesach after the Minchah prayer, which corresponds
to the Tamid of the afternoon,
as it is written, “And we will render for bulls the words of our
lips” [Hoshea 14:3], and therefore a person who fears and
trembles at the word of G-d must recite it at its proper time so
that his recitation be accepted in place of the offering.
And in the order of the Korban Pesach, there is something
astonishing: its conclusion and final line is with a matter that
appears (seemingly) opposite of the perfection of the Korban
Pesach:
“And if the Pesach offering is found to be treifah, it does not
count for him until he brings another one”?!
And it can be said that the inner content of the order of the
Korban Pesach is hinted in its conclusion and seal (“everything
follows the conclusion” [Berachos 12a]) — that if the Pesach is
found to be treifah, it does not count until he brings another one”
— this is for the positive:
The Korban Pesach — the offering is called “Pesach” on account
of the leaping and skipping, all of its services are in a manner of
leaping and skipping —
indicating closeness to the Holy One, blessed is He (korban =
“drawing near,” the essence of service) in a manner of leaping
and skipping.
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And the order of the Korban Pesach — that the leaping and
skipping is not just a one-time event, but becomes a set pattern
in his service —

meaning, that his constant service is in a manner of leaping and
skipping, from elevation to elevation.

And the conclusion and seal (completion and summary of the
whole) of the order of the Korban Pesach:

“If the Pesach is found to be treifah, it does not count until he
brings another one” — meaning that even though his service was
in a manner of leaping and skipping, he reaches the conclusion
that “it did not count” —

that in relation to his true standing and condition ("for him") —
this is not yet considered an ascent (leap and skip),

relative to the normal order of service, until he brings another — a
closeness to G-d through a different kind of leap and skip —

an “other” in the positive sense, incomparable to his previous
service — a leap and skip even compared to the previous leap and
skip of the Korban Pesach itself.

And according to this, it is understood that in the order of
Korban Pesach is emphasized the idea of “bringing the
tzaddikim to teshuvah” —

that even after the completion of regular service (service of
tzaddikim), including even after a regular pattern of leaping and
skipping, there is still required and brought about a higher
perfection through a leap and skip that is completely
incomparable.

And it may be added, that in the offering of the Pesach on Erev
Shabbos (as is the case in this year’s setting), there is an even
stronger emphasis that the leaping and skipping above the world
(Pesach) is drawn and penetrates into the bounds of the world
(Erev Shabbos, perfection of the world).
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()
And furthermore — and this is the main point — that the general
concept of the holiday of Pesach (which begins with the offering
of the Korban Pesach) is not to remain in the world of thought or
in the world of speech, above the world of action,
but is drawn and penetrates within the bounds of the physical
world of action — in literal action —
through which the true and complete redemption is brought
about immediately, through Moshiach Tzidkeinu, at which time
the Korban Pesach will be offered in actual practice, literally.
And this concept is emphasized in the conclusion and seal of the
recitation of the Korban Pesach order —
that even after the elevation of “And we will render for bulls the
words of our lips,” and his reading is accepted in place of
offering —

nevertheless, compared to the elevation and perfection of the
actual offering of the Korban Pesach, it is like the Pesach that is
found to be treifah — “it does not count until he brings another.”

A Korban Pesach that is “another” — completely beyond
comparison — the actual offering of the Korban Pesach in deed.
And it may be said that “he brings another” also hints to the
service through which we will merit to offer the Pesach in actual
deed at the time of the true and complete redemption —

the service of Teshuvah (which brings the Redemption), whose
concept is to transform the other (which opposes) into one
(holiness),

the transformation of reish to dalet, by adding the yud, which
hints to the spark of Jewishness in every single Jew.

And further — and this is primary — that we are not satisfied with
the two lines of the dalet (of echad) which hint to thought and
speech, that is, as Pesach exists in thought and speech above the
world of action —
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but action is the main thing — the actual offering of the Korban
Pesach.

And this concept is effected by the addition of a third line, which
is cut from the two lines (by which the dalet becomes a hei) —

which hints to action, which is interrupted from speech and
thought — to indicate the distant gap in comparison to speech and
thought — a gap for the positive,

for the ultimate intent of thought and speech is for action, which
is the main thing —

as hinted in the verse: “I created it, I formed it, even I made it”
[Yeshayahu 43:7] — three worlds: Beriah-Yetzirah-Asiyah, which
correspond to thought, speech, and action —

and the interruption of “even (I made it)” increases and
magnifies a much higher quality, completely incomparable —

as also hinted in the letter hei, which is formed by the addition of
the third line — a fifth level: “fifth to Pharaoh, from whom all
lights are struck and revealed” [Zohar II, 253b],

which is drawn, revealed, and penetrates this physical world,
which was created through the letter hei — the hei of Hashem’s
name (Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei),

and even the letter hei as it stands by itself — the fifth level,
which is above the four letters of Hashem’s Name.

And its application in a person’s service — that the order of one’s
service must be such that there is a pause between thought and
speech and the actual deed,

in order to return and reflect again how to carry out the action in
full perfection — even greater than the thought and speech that
preceded it,

and similarly, in the conduct of the Holy One, blessed is He (so
to speak) — that even after thought and speech about the Geulah,
He reflects again so that the actual redemption in deed be with
the ultimate perfection and increase.
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And particularly through increased tzedakah now, in addition to
the prior thirty days of tzedakah before Pesach —

“Great is tzedakah, for it brings the Geulah” [Bava Basra 10a],
and so immediately comes the true and complete redemption
through Moshiach Tzidkeinu,

in actual deed, down here below ten handbreadths, as it is
written:

“And you shall be gathered one by one, O children of Israel”
[Yeshayahu 27:12], “with our youth and with our elders... with
our sons and daughters” [Shemos 10:9],

“and their silver and gold with them” [ibid. 12:35], “and they
will come with the clouds of Heaven” [Daniel 7:13],

to our holy land, to Yerushalayim, city of holiness, to the third
Beis HaMikdash, “Sanctuary of Hashem, which Your hands have
established” [Shemos 15:17],

and there we will eat from the offerings and the Pesachim.

[His holy eminence, the Rebbe Shlita, gave each and every
individual a dollar bill to give (or exchange) for tzedakah, and
then said:]

)
Let us conclude with a blessing — the blessing of a kosher and
joyous Pesach,
which also includes its being “the first of the festivals”, which
hints to ascending to the Beis HaMikdash — the Third Beis
HaMikdash,
“The Sanctuary of Hashem, established by Your hands.”
[Shemos 15:17]
— And from blessing to blessing — to thank all those who
expressed their good wishes and blessings (blessing, from the
root “to draw down”),

and it is already stated: “Whoever blesses, is blessed” — and in
Hashem’s blessing, the addition outweighs the main [Taanis 8b].
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And may it be His will that there be always good tidings, all the
days —

and it begins with the matter caused by time — the completion of
preparations for Pesach,

including and especially the recitation of the order of Korban
Pesach,

and how much more so regarding the matters of Pesach itself...
the recitation of the Haggadah,

especially the “three things” — Pesach, Matzah, and Maror —

in the Third Beis HaMikdash, which will be built speedily in our
days — immediately, literally.

And following this — here is the place to mention also the
receiving of letters, requests for brachos, pidyonos, etc.,

which were brought, etc., to the tziyun of Kvod Kedushas Mori
veChami Admor, Nasi of our generation.

[NOTE Summary:
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This sichah is a profound exploration of the unique qualities of Pesach when it falls on Shabbos, particularly as
it did in the year 5751. The Rebbe draws together multiple layers of meaning from the calendar conjunction of
Pesach, Shabbos HaGadol, and Parshas Shemini, revealing a deep theme:

The fusion of transcendence (Pesach) and structure (Shabbos), of Teshuvah and Tzaddik, of speech and deed —

culminating in actual redemption.

Key themes include:

e Pesach on Shabbos merges two spiritual energies:

o Shabbos: completion within the world (menuchah, peace).

o Pesach: leaping beyond limitations (dilug), transcending the world.
Parshas Shemini (the 8th) symbolizes going beyond the natural cycle (7), i.e., Geulah (redemption).
The order of Korban Pesach (which we say today in place of bringing it) ends with a puzzling halachah:
if it s treifah, it doesn t count until another is brought. This emphasizes that even spiritual leaps must be

grounded in real action, culminating in Maaseh Bepoel — practical deed.

e The transformation from a “dalet” to a “hei” (adding the vertical stroke) symbolizes bringing action into
speech and thought — completing the Divine Name through real-world deed.

e The Rebbe emphasizes that the true and complete Geulah must happen in actual deed, not just in

thought or speech, and immediately.
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Practical Takeaway:
1. Don’t stop at inspiration — act.

Even the most spiritual elevations (korbanot of the heart, "u’neshalmah parim sefaseinu") are not enough. The
goal is real-world mitzvos, especially action-oriented ones like giving Tzedakah, preparing for Pesach, and
expressing tangible Emunah in the Geulah.

2. Prepare like it’s really happening.

When we say the Seder Korban Pesach, the Rebbe urges us to say it on time, with the mindset that we are
preparing for the actual Korban Pesach. It’s not symbolic — it’s a preview of real, imminent redemption.

3. Link Teshuvah with Maaseh.

Even after teshuvah and spiritual elevation, the mission is not finished. We must channel that energy into doing
something, turning the “achair” (the other) into “echad” (oneness) — i.e., transform the world by revealing
Hashem within it.

4. Give Tzedakah now.

Tzedakah is the act most tied to bringing Moshiach. The Rebbe even gave dollars explicitly to encourage this.
Add an extra coin to charity, especially before Pesach, and do it with Kavanah that it’s pushing the Geulah
into actualization.

Chassidic Story: The Rebbe and the Dollar of Redemption
In connection with this very sichah, on Erev Pesach 5751, the Rebbe distributed a dollar to every Jew with the
explicit intent that it be given to Tzedakah.

Later, he said:

“This dollar is to bring the Geulah. Tzedakah hastens the redemption. And not only should it be given — but its
giving should bring the person to action.”

A chassid who received the dollar that day shared it with his children and told them: “This is not a souvenir.
This is a mission.”

Years later, during the Gulf War, when fears were high in Israel, one of those children, now grown, gathered
people for a public Tzedakah campaign, quoting the Rebbe’s words and holding up that very dollar. It inspired
dozens to commit to daily mitzvos, believing the Geulah could come at any moment. END NOTE]
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