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Menachem Mendel of Horodak

Pri Ha’Eretz
Parshas Vayikra

A teaching is asked: "One asks and expounds, etc., before Pesach,
thirty days." Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: two weeks
Shabbatot).
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The Rav opened: "This month shall be for you" — that Israel
counts according to the moon, which is the small luminary, to rule
at night, for Jacob is small. And the nations of the world, who are
Esav his brother the great one, count according to the sun, which is
the great luminary, to rule by day.
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Which, on the surface, is astonishing. Likewise, the matters of the
offerings, as Rashi of blessed memory explained: “A person —
like the first man who had no robbery.” For "when a man offers
from among you, etc., to Hashem; from the animals, etc., you shall
bring your offering.”
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And it is astonishing — that an act of an animal brings a person
closer to Hashem more than his own action. What are these
matters?
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Even though the secret of Hashem is explained in the Zohar, yet to
understand it in a general way — behold, it is the statement of
King David, peace be upon him: “I am Your servant, the son of
Your maidservant; You have opened my bonds.”
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The parable in this: “The mouth of the wise is graceful.” If a
servant of a king — who was acquired as monetary property — he
needs enhanced guarding, lest he rebel and leave the king and run
away.

TIR MR T2 TIY OX 10 00 °B 2 YWRD W
7297 2TYPY T XY AWR ATHYY? TIE RIT,A99
1,

He is the one who must be bound with thick cords or held back so
that he not return to his prior state, before he was a servant of the
king — or due to a punishment for some rebellion he committed
against him.
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Not so a servant born in the house, the son of the king’s
maidservant, who never knew nor saw any place of living other
than the king’s house and to serve him — this one does not need
any guarding.
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And the bonds of his restraints are opened, for he is opened from
them — due to the absence of rebellion and the great trust in him
that he will not run away.

DRI PNIIQIN *N0M AR DY T IR 7]
12 1M 273 N7 TV 7Y 0 X3 0D 03
n2 XY,

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



https://www.chassidusnow.com/

7"02

Menachem Mendel of Horodak

Pri Ha’Eretz
Parshas Vayikra

And behold, it is known — the teaching: “For You give life to all,”
and there is no small or great movement without Him.
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And all actions, speech, and thoughts — He is the one who thinks,
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speaks, and acts. pivn
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Like the beginning of the order of creation, which was with simple
desire — so also now, when He renews daily and constantly the
work of creation.

FRY 03 72,03 1¥72 MY IXI2T 170 NENN3
MWRI2 APyn TRR o1 222 UImY

Through the desires of the entirety of Israel in each and every
matter they involve themselves in — it is they who bring His
vitality, may He be blessed, into that thing, for their will is His
will.
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To cause Him to dwell among them — and within their impurities
— to give life to the klipos (husks/forces of concealment).
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Even though Hashem is good to all and one single vitality flows
from Him, may He be blessed, to all —
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Each one differs according to the nature of the recipients — like
the matter of the sun, which performs a single action, that is, light
and heat.
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[t melts something that melts and hardens something that is dry,
blackens the white and whitens the black.
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Likewise, light illuminates for the healthy and darkens for those
with weak vision — all according to the variation of the recipient.
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[n this manner is His vitality, may He be blessed, which flows
from Him simply to all — and it changes for each person
according to his level.
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And it cannot spread within him in its original simplicity —
because he is unable to receive it.
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This is what David said — that he is His servant, the son of His
maidservant, and he knows only Him, for He is his life.
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Therefore, “You have opened my bonds” — his thoughts return to
their simplicity.
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And behold, the statement: “There is no advantage for the wise
man over the fool — as happens to this one, so happens to that
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and all the actions of man are all one — like the matter of plowing
and planting, eating and drinking, and all human matters,
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which even the Patriarchs were involved in — in all kinds of
action — and there is no difference between this and that,
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except for the true intention — whether it is for Hashem or for
oneself.
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And it is hidden from the eyes of all living — who is this and who
is his counterpart?

For behold, this one eats and drinks, and so does that one; at times
he is joyful and at times angry, troubled and worried — and so is
the other.
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And it is not distinguishable — except through a sign in practical
action.
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Like the statement of Avimelech to Yitzchak: “We have surely
seen that Hashem was with you.”
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And he did not see or understand from his digging of wells and
other deeds — only through the success of that matter, which was
A sign.
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And our Sages of blessed memory already said — regarding all
human actions — “The righteous walk in them,”
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for their intention is solely for Hashem alone — “and the wicked
stumble in them.”
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And they said: “Because Avraham listened” — that he fulfilled the
entire Torah — and all of it in his thought through worldly actions.
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And behold, the core point of Divine truth in every action — is the
ultimate wisdom: “From where will it be found?”
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And its light and clarity are not visible and shining in the world —

M0 A2 1INRD D?W? PRI 727 N,

for “‘the world is built with kindness,” and all the traits are “sun
and shield is Hashem,” as is known.
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But the light that rises above the traits is abstracted from all forms
of traits — and is dark to the eye of the sun, which are the traits.
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Only above the sun — “and there was light in their dwellings.”
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Like the matter of one who never tasted nor saw lights in his life
— how could he possibly understand them?
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And this is the statement: “Do not look at me that I am blackened,
for the sun has tanned me.”
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For wisdom — which is the letter Yud — is entirely black, and
within it there is no brightness, unlike the other letters.
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[And the reason: “The sun has tanned me” — this refers to the
middos (emotional attributes), therefore it is dark to their eyes.
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But all the light and joy come afterward, when He reveals deep
things from darkness.
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And this is [the meaning of] “There is nothing new under the sun.”
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For the chiddush (newness) is Chochmah (wisdom), which is the
beginning — as in the statement “You made them all with
wisdom,”
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which is above the middos. But under the sun, there is nothing
new.
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And this is what is called “the first three” — and they are called
mezuzos of the seven gates of the soul, as explained in Sefer
Yetzirah:
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which are the ears, and the eyes, and the nose, and the mouth —
for all of these are gates to Hashem.
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“The righteous shall come through it,” through the mezuzos of the
gates — which is their intent being solely for Hashem alone.
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Therefore, they are called mezuzos — for through [proper]
thought, “death moves” away from the gates,
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even in physical action and engagement with the gates —
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the intent in the physical — which are the achorayim (hind
aspects), as 1s known —
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is the intention of the Name Achorayim that is in the mezuzah —
opposite the Name Havayah Elokeinu.
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And in returning from the physical and its affairs to the purpose of
wisdom and teshuvah —
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like the deeds of the Patriarchs and of Chanoch, who was a
sandal-maker —
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this is the essence of the complete unification of the Name
Havayah:

A" QW TD MY Y R,

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



https://www.chassidusnow.com/

7"02

Menachem Mendel of Horodak

Pri Ha’Eretz
Parshas Vayikra

that it begins with a dot, and then spreads, and afterward extends,
and afterward gives birth.
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For the dot is not recognized or revealed at all — except through
the birth.
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From this, it is understood automatically the necessity for the dot
to come first in the entire order.
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[And this is the statement: “Do not look at me that I am blackened,
for the sun has tanned me.”
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For wisdom — which is the letter Yud — is entirely black, and
within it there is no brightness, unlike the other letters.
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[And the reason: “The sun has tanned me” — this refers to the
middos (emotional attributes), therefore it is dark to their eyes.
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But all the light and joy come afterward, when He reveals deep
things from darkness.
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And this is [the meaning of] “There is nothing new under the sun.”
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For the chiddush (newness) is Chochmah (wisdom), which is the
beginning — as in the statement “You made them all with
wisdom,”
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which is above the middos. But under the sun, there is nothing
new.
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And this is what is called “the first three” — and they are called
mezuzos of the seven gates of the soul, as explained in Sefer
Yetzirah:
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which are the ears, and the eyes, and the nose, and the mouth —
for all of these are gates to Hashem.
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“The righteous shall come through it,” through the mezuzos of the
gates — which is their intent being solely for Hashem alone.
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Therefore, they are called mezuzos — for through [proper]
thought, “death moves” away from the gates,
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even in physical action and engagement with the gates —
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the intent in the physical — which are the achorayim (hind
aspects), as is known —

YIT2 ORI NRYI2 11137,

is the intention of the Name Achorayim that is in the mezuzah —
opposite the Name Havayah Elokeinu.
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And in returning from the physical and its affairs to the purpose of
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like the deeds of the Patriarchs and of Chanoch, who was a
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Havayah:
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From this, it is understood automatically the necessity for the dot
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