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Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl

Me’or Einayim
Parshas Shemini

And it was on the eighth day, Moshe called to the elders of
[[srael,

PRIW? 2317 MW KR SPRWT ail ),

with what Moshe served during the seven days of inauguration, in
a white garment without a hem,

127 PIP02 DORYMT 1Y NYIWI AW WY nnl
XK 17 1RY,

since it is known that the name of the Torah is thus, for it shows
the way how to bring oneself close to Hashem, blessed is He,

XoTW QW DY 12 I AW 77iRg 02 ¥ nivg
XA T3 DY 2N T23Y DY 3927 TN 77 M,

and if, when the Mishkan was built, there was the commandment
of the seven days of inauguration as stated in the parsha,

") DY 7Y T 02 M3 13YRT NP3 OX)
Y32 MR DONZRT,

then how is the commandment in all times and at all moments,
according to the way of “a cloud, smoke, and fire” (y"wy),

WY 77 7Y 107 2231 NY 923 M¥RT X7 TN,

for the Torah is the Name of the Holy One Blessed is He, and His
Name is One with Him;

Qwa LRI TIN2 WiTRD DY W R°7 AR 03
N Y R,

and just as He was, is, and will be, so too is the Torah.

7IR7 12 — WA L,MIn LMD X A,

And let us explain this: for behold we were commanded
(Devarim 6:5), “And you shall love Hashem,”

(' ,"10°127) VYD 737 73 A7 DY NIN
,'_l nx D;U}Sl“”,

for love is kindness, as it says (Micha 6:8), “and love kindness.”

(71,172°%) T8y 103790 X°7 133X 3
790 N20X,

“The kindness of Hashem fills the earth,” for example: all the
pleasures of the world are the loves that a person has for delights,

“Ti PN 73 9WRY D VPN MNP 1790
0*19A 2T OTXFY Ni2KG o7,

and behold we were commanded by the Torah to love
Hashem—mnot a superficial love,

X711 NN 22 AT O IR )
e A3,

for physical loves are those which descended from above, until
they came here to earth;

WY TY APyR9n W 07 NRYAT NI2gRT 03
YIR? XIY,

and whoever descends from his level, it is said about him “and he
died” (i.e., spiritual descent), as they materialized the beloved
things.

MWANIY — NN A3 MR AATR N0IT IR
DUIRT 02T

But before they came to earth, while they were in their source,
before they were created and descended to earth,

D7P oYW anian — X7 oXi2 o7R PaX
TIN? 1T WY,

i.e., when they were within the Blessed Creator, then they were
extremely subtle in spirituality.

MPTI P73 T TS — TIEM X232 iR W
nPImI2.
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And this 1s (Shir HaShirim 7:7), “How beautiful and how
pleasant you are, love with delights”—

pYa mm 2 AR (7T WD 1Y) 3N
D°32YN2 A —

meaning, within the pleasures of this world is hidden the love of
the Blessed Creator.

NN NRYRI 77 D197 120 TP 1T
X377 7372 X7iag.

And the greatest of the pleasures of this world is the love of
women,

NN X7 777 07197 "RIYNIY 73IXT 0
'y,

and Hashem warned us (Koheles 9:9), “See life with the woman
whom you love,”

DY o7 AR ("0 .0 N2EP) DYDY
DT WY TENT”,

meaning, not to attach oneself to a dead love, in the manner of
“whoever descends from his level” etc.

DPIIT TN 77 2¥ 0 0832 PRT? XPY 0
"0 A TR.

And he died—rather, see life: that you should look and see upon
life,

D7 7Y NN WANY 0 AN DX 3 — i),

that is, Hashem, blessed is He, He gives life to everything,

597 NN AR R LRT N2 OWa — 0,

“And You give life to all” (Nechemiah 9:6),

“n "0 onml) ”D?Q DY 0O 7AX)),

and one must look and see upon the love of life,

D7 73N 7Y NIRT7) 0277 T,

and not upon the dead love.

0BT 128 7Y X9

And behold, there are seven attributes through which Hashem,
blessed is He, governs His world,

DX 772 2730 X7 02 awoY niTe vay v nam
Ny,

and they are called the seven days of construction,

1,320 °R) DYV X1 0,

for the construction of the world is through seven days.

Do 7T, 29 87 09I 132 02,

For after the conclusion of seven, one begins another seven, and so
on forever.

O7IR 7YY TV 1700 — 7YY N3P N 0
071? 121

And they are seven attributes corresponding to the aforementioned
seven days.

2713 o°n) DY T3 NI T 07

On the first day is the attribute of kindness, which is love,

70N XOOY L7007 NI X7 1IWRI7 013,

and the enlightened one will take from all the loves the love of
Hashem, blessed is He,

K377 302 DY NN — NI2gRT Yan MR Papnm,

and he upholds, through this attribute, the world on the first day.

TWRIT o2 %iva DY 3T AT 0T Yy orpm.

And the wicked destroy the world,

071v7 1Y D°T2RD DVYIT,

that is, if one loves loves that Hashem hates, then he corrupts, so
to speak, this attribute.

PR7RN T — 7RI WK 1IN 27X OX 0T
DRI 7R DY 210723,
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And this is what the Baal Shem Tov said (Vayikra 20:17):

™72 NRN) 200 DY 29T VRY IN):

“And a man who takes his sister—it is kindness (X7 7917),”

“XT T — NI MY MR WY WK,

the explanation is: the Torah is warning a person who approaches
immorality,

2y N2Y DINT N¥ NPT R TTIAT - U
mya,

for his sister is the root of all immoral relationships,

iy 22 WY X7 INIRY,

and it says: what is it that burns within you—a love to go after
immorality?

MY 78 1272 TN T2 MWIAY 7Y 0 TN

[s it not kindness? Is this not the attribute of kindness?

7000 N7 i1 K97 2R3 700 K92

And you are bringing this attribute to a disgraceful place, so to
speak.

212723 Twion Dipn 98 1723 DY X°¥IR AOK).

Rather, it is proper for you to attach yourself, through the love that
is within you, to the attribute of kindness.

TIINT VT 2 TREY DY PATY X WY — NN
QT N7 98,723 WY

And so too, we were commanded in the Torah regarding fear of
Hashem,

T DRY 7Y 772 0% 1),

and it is the attribute of Gevurah (strength) and the “Fear of
Yitzchak.”

PIE? T2 TP DR RO,

And all the fears that come upon a person—

DX O°X2Y 07097 291

it is Hashem, in His mercy, Who frightens him,

INORT 1M1 DWW NI,

for the essence of fear is the awe of exaltedness,

nIRINGg DR X7 ORI RY 03,

‘because He is great and rules, the principle and root of all
worlds,”

7Y 227 KUY KIpY W9% 27 RT3,

only not every mind can grasp this.

X7 2720 R 92 1R7 P

As it says (Iyov 28:28): “Behold, the fear of Hashem, that is
wisdom.”

RO 7 DR 10 (7D 1D AR) RIY i3
120”7,

And whoever does not have this wisdom to bring him to awe of
exaltedness,

NG D7 IR°2T7 70303 IRT 12 PRY "0,

Hashem frightens him with fears—

07093 QWD TN,

that he becomes afraid through his limited intellect,

WP Y221 "7y Tmann Xy,

in order that through this small fear he should come to fear
Hashem with awe of exaltedness.

— ' DRT? Ri2) NRTT M30RT ARVT 1YY 073
nnning NR7Y.

And this is (Mishlei 28:14): “And Hashem made it so that they
should fear before Him.”

WYY APy DRI (77,17 "2wn) )
I,

And our Sages said: “Thunder was created only in order to
straighten the crookedness of the heart.”

VYD "7 RPN O°HY7 N2 R 971 1K)
2%2W nPMRY”,
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For “Who can contemplate the thunder of His might?”

139207 °n 1INy oy 03?7,

and this is one of His strengths: that through fear of thunder one
comes to fear Hashem.

Ri2) DY DR PTTPYY — 1IN TR A
T RYY,

For the thunders are the messengers of the Compassionate One,

PT2Y XY SnimbyY 0ny7 %2,

for many times damage does not actually come to a person—

DIX? PI7 Y32 TR — 2977 D°nyD M2 v,

rather that he should become frightened through thunder.

QMY TRV RN 1.

And so said the Baal Shem Tov, of blessed memory:

712727 919737 230 oY Yy R 1

that all fears—even from animals—that come upon a person,

DIN? DOY3T — 00 “7yan 1998 071790 22V,

it is the intention of Hashem, blessed is He, to frighten him

17m9a7 R N2 WD NI X7,

so that he should remember to fear Hashem.

QW N ART? BPY 073

And if the person is wise and reflects on this,

A1 ¥ 1312n%) 097 07R7 OXY,

TT T

then nothing that frightens him will harm him,

12 Y2 110970 137 DW PR IX,

because the original intention of Hashem, blessed is He,

TPMAR X TN DY DR 39,

was to frighten him not so that he should be punished through the
fear,

BT T PY WYY 2w X — iTRoat ang,

but rather that from this fear he would come to fear and awe of
Hashem.

QWD T2 AR Ki2 A T09RY RN

And so the person does. QIRT APV 2.
But if the person does not reflect on this and does not come to fear X7 709 KDY 7 2y piany X9 o7R7 oK D2
and awe of Hashem, awan,

then the evil that he was afraid of comes upon him—

W TIONR 7T T Y7 VY R IK,

because he did not reflect to fear Hashem.

owan AR 1iann XPY Dy

For once the fear descended upon him from Above to below,

o MPyRn 09T VY YW NN 03,

then it is easy for him to come to fear of Hashem.

7 NRTG R127 9107 X3 NIvRa IN.

And this is what the Sages said: “Is fear such a small matter?”

RO RETOAT KNP 787 RN 12710 1KY N2

No—but for Moshe, it was a small thing.

N KOOI RDPR TP 2237 — X

And it is difficult: if for Moshe it was a small matter, but not for
[srael,

K7 2 N0 ROV RO7R Y 237 DX YR
MW7 -

how is it relevant?

FIR YW ma?

And one can say: for Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be upon him, saw
that Israel were afraid to approach him,

XY oPwa oY a1 AYh A *2 i v
TN Ny DX,
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and he reflected on this: why should they fear me?

Ipn IR OF7 2 Ay %Y wianm?

[t must be that the Supernal Fear descended, so to speak, below,
through constrictions,

2y ,m9n? 212722 ,MIoYa AR TI ATV 1w
DMLY T,

into Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be upon him, to frighten Israel.

N THRT? — DY 19Y I YR TIN 0N
X

And so too the attribute of Tiferes (beauty), as it says (Yeshayahu
49:3):

2,070 YY) MY 02 ,NIR9AT NTR 12)):

“Yisrael, in whom I glory,”—meaning, we are obligated to glorify
Hashem,

“NIR DRMHY 0T — TIRIDN T2 WK R
oW NY XY,

and through this, Hashem i1s glorified in the heavenly entourage.

YR Y X003 K9 DWA A1 210V

And the attribute of Netzach (victory)—we are obligated to
conquer the evil inclination,

YT T NN 0837 AN DRIV - 1837 DT,

in the manner that the Sages said: “A person should always incite
the good inclination against the evil inclination.”

230 9% QTR 13 2RIV DI MY 977 Y
¥I7 0% .

And the attribute of Hod (splendor) is the Torah, as it says
Tehillim 8:2):

D°9779) 2IN23 777 7Y ,7INT X7 — TI77 DT
'2,'M):

“Who has placed Your splendor upon the heavens.”

And Yesod (foundation) is not an independent attribute,

ARYY 2192 7T APK — TI0Y,

rather it connects all the attributes to channel them into Malchus.

M7 Y'2W? NTTT 23 NWRRT X7 P,

And we need to be connected to Hashem, blessed is He.

77207 oW 0WRNR NP7 AR I

And Malchus is the Shabbos Queen—*“whoever keeps Shabbos.”

NaY TnTe 22 — XNF7n AW X7 M.

And behold, the seven attributes mentioned above correspond to
the seven days,

Do) YW 73 17 — 2733 NV TN,

for the attribute of Chesed (kindness) corresponds to the first day,

7IWRA 21> 73 X7 — 7907 DTN 3,

and the attribute of Gevurah (strength) corresponds to the second
day, and so on for all of them.

072 121 ,"3W 01 733 N7 — A237 NI,

And behold, the wicked destroy the world, etc.—

N3 7T N DUTAR DYYNT L7

meaning, they corrupt these seven attributes mentioned above,

which correspond to the seven days, which are the structure of the
world,

079V 1732 0% L0002 T TN 17 YR,

for after the completion of seven days, another seven begin, and so
on.

YV 71V 1IN — 0% YWD N9 XY
12 2N,
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That is: in the attribute of Chesed, one should love Hashem,

QYo NX 2R? 7% 7000 NTRAY — 100,

but they love the pleasures of this world and corrupt loves.

NIy NIagR) Mo D'?W:l MIYA DY 227X o).

And the attribute of Gevurah and fear, one should fear and revere
Hashem,

QW PR XYY 7097 T8 — T09T) 711230 NI,

but they fear other fears, as explained elsewhere.

IR OIPR2 NIRY 112 ,NGR 8T 2R o).

And so it is with all seven attributes.

niTn 11 92 12).

But the righteous are the ones who rectify the attributes

and fill in the lack that the wicked cause by corrupting the
attributes.

2P YY) DomaY 110907 NY o RRm
niTng.

And the essence of rectification is through humility,

M%9Y 72 Y — PRI RV,

for “sin” is a term of deficiency, as in (Melachim I 1:21),

SRR DI9R) 777 9Y 100 1Y R UR00 03
R"D):

I and my son Shlomo will be considered sinners”—meaning,

lacking kingship.

“mabna T 000 — TDORYN AEhY 2121 V.

[NOTE: Summary

This deep and sweeping discourse explores the seven lower Sefiros (attributes)—Chesed
(Kindness), Gevurah (Strength), Tiferes (Beauty), Netzach (Victory), Hod (Splendor), Yesod
(Foundation), and Malchus (Kingship)—as the divine channels through which Hashem governs
the world. Each Sefirah is paralleled by a day of the week, indicating a cosmic rhythm that

repeats week by week as a foundational cycle of creation.

e Chesed (Day 1): The call to love Hashem above all, in contrast to the misdirected love

for physical pleasure.

e Gevurah (Day 2): The proper channeling of fear—not toward worldly anxieties, but
toward reverence for Hashem (Yiras HaRomemus). Even thunder or fear from animals is

Divinely orchestrated to awaken awe.

o Tiferes: Our duty to glorify Hashem; through this, Hashem is glorified before the

heavenly entourage.

o Netzach: The internal battle against the Yetzer Hara. We're commanded to stir our Yetzer

Tov to overcome inner evil.

e Hod: The Torah itself—*Hodcha al haShamayim”—is the ultimate expression of divine

beauty and surrender.

e Yesod: A connector, not a standalone trait; it transmits the flow of all other attributes into

Malchus.

e Malchus: Represented in Shabbos, the expression of kingship and culmination of

spiritual service.
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The wicked distort these channels by misapplying their inner powers—Iloving unworthy things,
fearing the wrong forces—and thereby weaken the structure of the world. Conversely, the
righteous repair and restore these divine flows, primarily through the work of humility and
spiritual awareness, recognizing that "sin" is ultimately a form of lack or absence (1170n).

| Practical Takeaway

Every experience of emotion, especially love or fear, is an opportunity to align with Hashem.
The fear you feel—from nature, life circumstances, even animals—is often Divinely sent as a
wake-up call to return to proper Yiras Hashem.

Likewise, all the loves and pleasures you are drawn to should be refined into love of Hashem,
not scattered on materialism.

Begin each day by identifying which emotional trait you are channeling—and ask: Am I
building the world or weakening it today?

And most importantly: Humility is the key to restoration. Recognizing where you fall
short—where you are "701"—is what gives you access to growth and repair.

! True Chassidic Story

The Thunder and the Shepherd — from the Baal Shem Tov

One night, a storm thundered fiercely over the Carpathian mountains where a simple Jewish
shepherd tended his flock. Terrified by the deafening roars, the man dropped to his knees and
cried out:

"Ribbono shel Olam! I don’t know how to learn. I don’t know how to daven properly. But this
thunder—I know it's You calling! I fear You, Hashem, and I love You with all my soul!”

The next day, the Baal Shem Tov awoke with a shining face. He told his students:

“A tremendous cry pierced the heavens last night. The fear of thunder turned into a pure awe of
Hashem, uttered from the heart of a shepherd. That single cry accomplished what thousands of
polished words could not.”

He paused and added:

“This is the secret of fear—it’s never meant to destroy, only to awaken. When a soul transforms
fear into awe, it realigns all seven middos and restores the world.” END NOTE]
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