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The Jews had light and joy and gladness and honor.
And our Sages said in Megillah 16b: Rabbi Yehuda said,
'Light—this is Torah," as it is stated, "For a commandment is
a lamp and the Torah is light." "Joy—this is a festival," as it is
stated, "And you shall rejoice in your festival."
'Gladness—this is circumcision," as it is stated, "l rejoice
over Your word." "Honor—these are tefillin," as it is stated,
'And all the peoples of the earth shall see [that the name of
the Lord is called upon you]." And it is taught: Rabbi Eliezer
the Great says, "These are the tefillin of the head."
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And it is explained in Chidushei Aggados that because these
matters are a sign, Haman decreed against them more than
anything else. And when his decrees were annulled, these
matters returned to their original state.
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And this is what is translated in Targum Sheni: "For the
Jews, there was permission to engage in Torah and to guard
the Sabbath." Although in the words of our Sages there is no
mention of the Sabbath, this is because it was included in
Haman’s decrees, as mentioned above.
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And the matter is understood based on what our Sages said
in the Midrash: "All festivals are destined to be annulled
except for Purim." Rabbi Eliezer says, "Even Yom Kippur
[will not be annulled]." This is because Yom Kippur is a day
that is like Purim; therefore, it will also not be annulled.
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And the explanation of the festivals being annulled is that
the festivals are a level of "appointed for joy," which is a
revelation of His blessed divinity, and from this revelation
comes joy.
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However, in the future, when there will be such an abundant
revelation of His blessed divinity that the revelation of the
festivals will be nullified before the intensity of the revelation
that will exist then and will not be significant at all—like a
candle in daylight—then all festivals will be annulled in the
future compared to the immense revelation of the future.
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And it follows that they [the festivals] are nullified because
they are not as significant as they are now. For now, in all
the days, the revelation of His blessed divinity does not
shine, so on the festivals, when the revelation of His blessed
divinity shines, they are "festivals of joy." But in the future,
when the revelation of His blessed divinity will shine on all
days, the revelation of the festivals will not be considered
significant at all. Therefore, all the festivals will be nullified in
the future in comparison to the immense revelation of the
future.
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Except for Purim, because the miracle of Purim occurred
due to the fact that they had previously been in a state of
self-sacrifice the entire year, [facing the decree] to be
destroyed, killed, and annihilated. And had they
transgressed [the Torah], nothing would have been done to
them. Yet they stood in self-sacrifice; therefore, they drew
down from a very high level. Thus, even in the future, Purim
will not be nullified, even in comparison to the immense
revelation of the future.
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And likewise, Yom Kippur is like Purim, for on Yom Kippur,
there were also lots [for the goats], which indicates an
immense revelation from a level beyond the order of
creation. And this is what our Sages said, "And joy—this is a
festival," for the festival of Purim will not be nullified even in
the future, as it belongs to a very high level.
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And although the verse cited is "And you shall rejoice in your
festival," which refers to all three festivals, nevertheless,
since all of them will be nullified in the future and only Purim
and Yom Kippur will remain, it therefore refers to Purim, and
according to Rabbi Eliezer, also to Yom Kippur.
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Similarly, the matter of "Light—this is Torah" can be
understood. Although the Israelites accepted the Torah at
Mount Sinai, it is known that the mountain was held over
them like a barrel: "If you accept the Torah, good; and if
not..." Thus, they could have said that they were coerced.
However, through the miracle of being saved from Haman'’s
decree, it is stated, "The Jews confirmed and accepted," and
our Sages said, "They confirmed what they had already
accepted"—meaning, what they had received at Mount
Sinai, they now confirmed willingly, without any coercion.
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Therefore, it is said, "Light—this is Torah," because the
primary acceptance of the Torah was in the days of
Mordechai and Esther.
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And based on this, it is understood what our Sages said in
the Jerusalem Talmud, Tractate Sukkah, Chapter 4, that the
exile of Egypt was like a brick compared to a stone in
relation to the exile of Babylonia.
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And this is because bricks correspond to the letters of the
Name "Ban" (52).
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Therefore, in the exile of Egypt, it is stated "sapphire
brickwork" (Shemot 24:10), because Israel had not yet
accepted the Torah willingly.
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\Whereas in the days of Mordechai and Esther, they
confirmed what they had already accepted.
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This was at the end of the Babylonian exile, and it is stated
'sapphire stone," as they confirmed what they had already
accepted.
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This refers to the level of the letters of the Name "Mah" (45),
which corresponds to stones—representing a creation
formed by Heaven.
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Therefore, it is stated, "What did they see to do so, and what
transpired?" (Megillah 15b), referring specifically to the
letters of the Name "Mah."
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And therefore, the Babylonian exile is called "stone"
because of the letters of the Name "Mah," which are referred

to as stones.
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