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From the talks of Shabbat Parashat Tetzaveh, 11 Adar I, 5752 (1992)

Introduction

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson (1902—-1994), the seventh Lubavitcher Rebbe, transformed Chassidic
thought into a living, global program of Divine service. In his teachings on Parashat Tetzaveh, he reveals how
the Menorah and the Ketoret are not merely Temple rituals, but the inner architecture of the Jewish soul.
Through them, he explains how the deepest point of a Jew, the Yechidah, becomes integrated into daily life,

illuminating the world itself.

(X)
At the beginning and the end of Parashat Tetzaveh, there is a
discussion regarding the lighting of the Menorah:
- At the beginning of the Parashah — "And they shall take to you
pure olive oil... to kindle a continuous lamp, in the Tent of
Meeting... Aharon and his sons shall arrange it from evening
until morning."
- And at the end of the Parashah — "Every morning, when he
cleans the lamps... and when Aharon kindles the lamps in the
evening."
And the primary novelty at the end of the Parashah is that the
lighting of the lamps is connected to the offering of incense:
"And you shall make an altar for burning incense... and Aharon
shall burn upon it incense of spices every morning when he
cleans the lamps, he shall burn it. And when Aharon kindles the
lamps in the evening, he shall burn it."
That is, the offering of incense is at the time of preparing and
kindling the lamps ("When arranging the lamps, incense shall be
burned; when kindling the lamps, incense shall be burned").
And even more than this — that the offering of incense is in the
middle of the preparation of the lamps:

- According to the opinion of the Sages — "He should not
complete the preparation of the lamps (all seven lamps, but only
five), and afterward offer the incense; rather, he should offer the
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incense (in the middle) and then complete the preparation (finish
preparing the remaining two)."

That is, they interrupt between the preparation of the first five
lamps and the preparation of the last two lamps with the offering
of the incense.

(Unlike the opinion of Abba Shaul, who holds that one first
completes the preparation of all the lamps and then offers the
incense... as it is written: "In the morning, when he prepares the
lamps, then he shall offer it," and they interrupt between the
preparation of the five lamps and the preparation of the last two
lamps with the sprinkling of the blood of the Tamid offering).

And the halachah follows the Sages — as ruled by Rambam:

- After the blood (of the Tamid offering) is sprinkled, the one in
the Heichal prepares five lamps and both exit the Heichal... and
afterward, they cast lots... and the one who merits the incense
enters and offers it. Then, the one who merited the cleaning of
the Menorah enters and prepares the remaining two lamps.

And it is necessary to explain the concept of the offering of
incense and the kindling of the lamps and their connection in the
service of man—

as it is known that all matters of the Mishkan and the Beit
HaMikdash exist in the daily service of man in the Mishkan and
Mikdash within him (as it is written: "And they shall make for
Me a sanctuary, and I shall dwell within them," it does not say
"within it," but rather "within them," meaning within each and
every individual).

And as emphasized in our recitation ("And let our lips substitute
for bulls") at the beginning of the prayer:

the passage of Terumat HaDeshen, the passage of Tamid, and the
passage of Ketoret,

and even to the extent that Abaye would explain the order of the
arrangement of the altar, etc.

And with even greater emphasis in the section of the
Ketoret—that in addition to the recitation of the passage from the
Written Torah (as with the sections of Terumat HaDeshen and
Tamid),
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in Parashat Ki Tisa: "Take for yourself spices... and you shall
make it into incense... and you shall place some of it..."
[Including also an emphasis on its connection to the lighting of
the lamps, as it continues and states:

"And Aharon shall burn upon it incense... when he prepares the
lamps... and when Aharon kindles the lamps..."],

they add and elaborate further on the details of the preparation of
the Ketoret, as explained in the Baraita:

"The Rabbis taught: How was the incense compound prepared?...
and there were eleven spices in it...", as will be explained later.

(C))
And first, a question and wonder regarding the section of the
lamps and the section of the incense altar at the beginning and
end of Parashat Tetzaveh:
After Parashat Terumah, in which the details of the construction
of the Mishkan were explained,
Parashat Tetzaveh begins with the priesthood of Aharon and his
sons:
"And you shall bring near to yourself (after you complete the
work of the Mishkan) Aharon your brother and his sons... to
serve Me as priests,"
through the making of the priestly garments:
"And you shall make sacred garments... to sanctify him to serve
Me as a priest," to bring him into the priesthood through the
garments so that he will be a priest to Me,
as is detailed further in the continuation of the Parashah (until the
fourth Aliyah);
and until the filling of their hands for the priesthood:
"And this is the thing that you shall do to them to sanctify them
to serve Me as priests... and you shall fill the hands of Aharon
and his sons,"

through the details of the seven days of inauguration,

(for through these inaugurations, their hands were filled, and they
were sanctified to the priesthood),
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which are explained in the continuation of the Parashah (from the
fourth Aliyah until the sixth).

And since most of Parashat Tetzaveh deals with the priesthood of
Aharon, it is necessary to understand:

What is the reason that its beginning is with the section of the
lamps and its conclusion is with the section of the incense altar?
And even more so—these two sections (the section of the lamps
and the section of the incense altar) were seemingly written out
of place.

The section of the lamps—since it is stated here only in the order
of the construction of the Mishkan to explain the necessity of the
Menorah,

its proper place (seemingly) should be in the order of the
construction of the Mishkan, following the making of the
Menorah in Parashat Terumabh,

(especially since at the conclusion of the making of the Menorah,
it is stated: "And he shall kindle its lamps")

and not at the beginning of Parashat Tetzaveh, which discusses
the priesthood of Aharon?

And the section of the incense altar—as the commentators have
questioned—its proper place (seemingly) should be in Parashat
Terumah,

together with all the vessels of the Mishkan (the Aron, the Table,
the Menorah, and the Outer Altar),

and not at the end of Parashat Tetzaveh, after all the details of the
Mishkan and its vessels, the priestly garments, and the
inauguration.

*
And it can be said that the explanation for this is:
The placement of the section of the incense altar (which is not in
its natural place, together with all the vessels of the Mishkan in
Parashat Terumah, but rather) after the Mishkan and its vessels,
the priestly garments, and the inauguration,
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is in order to emphasize the unique greatness of the incense altar,
since through it the primary purpose of the Mishkan is completed
("the initial thought is the final action").

As it is stated in the Midrash, that when the Mishkan and all its
vessels were made, and the offerings were slaughtered, etc., the
Shechinah did not descend until they offered the Ketoret.

And among the explanations for this in the service of man toward
his Creator:

Our Sages, of blessed memory, said: "There were two
altars—one of gold (the inner altar), corresponding to the soul of
man, and one of copper (the outer altar), corresponding to the
body of man..."

Just as the body eats, so too the copper altar "consumes" its
sacrifices as food,

and just as souls derive pleasure only from scent, so too nothing
was offered upon the gold altar except incense of spices,
something that is made for fragrance.

And in addition to this—and one depends on the other—through
the offerings on the Copper Altar, a closeness to the Holy One,
Blessed be He, is achieved (Korban from the word Karov,
meaning "close"),

whereas through the Ketoret, not only is closeness achieved, but
even more—a bond and connection (Ketoret from the word
Kesher and Chibur, meaning "bond" and "connection"),

to the extent that they become a single entity, as the Zohar states:
"With one bond, I am bound."

And from this, it is understood that the primary purpose of the
Mishkan—

"And they shall make for Me a sanctuary, and I shall dwell
within them,"

is achieved through the Ketoret, in which the essence and
completeness of the bond with the Holy One, Blessed be He, is
emphasized—to the extent that they become truly one.

And this concept is emphasized in the placement of the section of
the incense altar separately—after the construction of the
Mishkan, the priestly garments, and the inauguration.
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At the conclusion and completion of all the details of the
construction of the Mishkan, the priestly garments, and the
inauguration (in Parashat Terumah and, for the most part,
throughout Parashat Tetzaveh)—

the Torah concludes and seals with the overarching purpose of
the Mishkan:

"And I will meet there with the Children of Israel, and it (the
Mishkan) shall be sanctified by My glory (for My Shechinah
shall rest within it)... and I shall dwell among the Children of
Israel... to dwell among them."

And after this, it adds (in a separate section):

"And you shall make an altar for burning incense,"

stating that an additional distinction will be given to them—that
they shall make an altar for burning incense.

This represents an even greater level of "to dwell among them,"

since through the Ketoret, the bond and connection with the Holy
One, Blessed be He, is achieved in ultimate completeness.

And it becomes even more understood that the Incense Altar is
the conclusion and seal of Parashat Tetzaveh—

for Tetzaveh (79¥n) comes from the root Tzavta (Xm¥) and
Chibur (m2177), which indicates the bond and connection between
Israel and the Holy One, Blessed be He,

whose essence and completion is in the Incense Altar (Ketoret
from the root Kesher and Chibur—"connection" and "bond"),
which, as the conclusion and seal of Parashat Tetzaveh,
represents the finalization and completion of the connection and
bond between Israel and the Holy One, Blessed be He.

(7
And on a deeper level—the Incense Altar emphasizes the bond
between Israel and the Holy One, Blessed be He ("Israel and the
Holy One, Blessed be He, are entirely one"),

from the level of the essence of the soul—the Yechidah,

"Yechidah LeYachadecha"—which is united with His very
essence and being, may He be blessed.
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And through this, the primary and complete fulfillment of the
idea of "And I shall dwell among them" is achieved—

"That I Myself shall dwell within them."

And this concept is alluded to:

A) In the measurements of the altar—"Its length was one cubit,
and its width was one cubit,"

These are single cubits, which allude to the soul, which is called
Yechidah, just as the Holy One, Blessed be He, is One, so too the
soul is Yechidah.

B) In the ingredients of the Ketoret, which are listed in Parashat
Ki Tisa and explained in the Baraita of Pitum
HaKetoret—"There were eleven ingredients in it."

This alludes to the eleven days from Chorev, which are above the
Ten Commandments that were given at Choreyv, reflecting the
concept of "You are One, but not in a count,"

which represents the very essence of His being, Blessed be He,
which is above the Ten Sefirot,

and its parallel in the soul—the Yechidah, which is above the ten
internal faculties.

() In the service of the Ketoret—when the incense was burned in
the Heichal every day, all the people withdrew from the Heichal,

as well as from between the Ulam and the Mizbe’ach, so that no
person would be present there until the one offering the Ketoret
left.

As it is stated (in the order of the Yom Kippur service): "And no
man shall be in the Tent of Meeting..."

This means that the service of the Ketoret is performed in a way
that the Kohen is in absolute unity with the Holy One, Blessed be
He,

which alludes to the connection that stems from the level of
Yechidah.

And it can be said that this concept is also alluded to in what is
written at the conclusion and seal of the section of the Incense
Altar (and Parashat Tetzaveh):
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"And Aharon shall atone upon its horns once a year; from the
blood of the sin-offering of atonements, once a year he shall
atone upon it for your generations; it is most holy to Hashem."
Even though this verse relates to the service of Yom Kippur,
which belongs in Parashat Acharei Mot,

this alludes to the fact that the daily service of the Ketoret is a
semblance of and parallels the Ketoret service of the Kohen
Gadol on Yom Kippur in the Holy of Holies,

in which the ultimate unity is emphasized—the Yechidah in the
soul (the Kohen Gadol) uniting with the Yechidah in time
(*"once a year"—which alludes to the level of Yechidah, which
is called "one"),

and the Yechidah in place (the Holy of Holies).

And it becomes even clearer—that even in the recitation of the
Baraita of Pitum HaKetoret, mention is made of the Ketoret of
the Kohen Gadol on Yom Kippur:

"And three extra portions, from which the Kohen Gadol would
take on Yom Kippur."

And not only this, but in addition to the necessary mention of the
three portions for Yom Kippur in the calculation of the 368
portions

(which correspond to the 365 days of the year, plus three
additional portions for Yom Kippur),

it is further emphasized the unique preparation for the Ketoret of
Yom Kippur:

"And they would return it to the mortar on the eve of Yom
Kippur... so that it would be even finer than fine."

Through this, the connection of the Ketoret of Yom Kippur to the
Ketoret of every day is emphasized.

(1)
Another fundamental concept in the service of the Ketoret:
"And Aharon shall burn upon it incense of spices every morning;

when he prepares the lamps, he shall burn it. And when Aharon
kindles the lamps in the evening, he shall burn it."

The "lamps" refer to the souls of Israel,
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"The lamp of Hashem is the soul of man,"

whose preparation and kindling are accomplished through Torah
and mitzvot,

"A mitzvah is a lamp, and the Torah is light."

And in addition to this, through the kindling of the lamps, the
light of holiness is drawn down and revealed in the world,

as our Sages expound on the verse:

"And they shall take to you pure olive oil..."—

"To you, and not to Me. I do not need its light... And he made the
house windows broad on the outside and narrow within."

The Tanna explains: The windows were broad outward and
narrow inward (meaning, the interior opening was small, while
the exterior expanded outward),

so that the light should emanate from the Heichal to illuminate
the world,

for "I do not need its light."

"Outside the Parochet of the Testimony, in the Tent of
Meeting—it is a testimony to all inhabitants of the world that the
Shechinah dwells among Israel."

This is a fundamental concept in the making of the Mishkan,

so that through it, the Shechinah would rest in the world,

and through this, the bond and connection between the higher
and lower realms, which began at the Giving of the Torah, is
completed.

And based on this, it is possible to explain the matter of the
Ketoret service occurring at the time of the preparation and
kindling of the lamps ("at the time of preparation,” "at the time of
lighting")—

that the completeness of the bond and connection with the Holy
One, Blessed be He (from the level of the Yechidah),

which is the essence of the Ketoret service, is drawn down,
revealed, and illuminates through the lamps,

in all levels of "The lamp of Hashem is the soul of man"
(including the inner faculties),
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The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Beis
2 mxn

and in all details of the service of mitzvot—"A mitzvah is a
lamp, and the Torah is light,"

until this illumination and revelation extends even into the world.

And this concept is emphasized even more in that the Ketoret
service took place in the middle of the preparation of the lamps.
During this, they would pause between the preparation of the five
lamps and the preparation of the two lamps,

according to the view of the Sages, who hold that the interruption
is with the Ketoret, and not according to Abba Shaul, who holds
that the interruption is with the blood of the Tamid offering (as
mentioned above in section A).

Through this, an elevation was added to the preparation of the
final two lamps,

for since it followed the Ketoret, it emphasized even more the
drawing down and revelation of the level of the Ketoret (which is
higher than the level of sacrifices).

(The general concept of sacrifices is represented by the Tamid
offering, as per the opinion of Abba Shaul, who holds that the
interruption is with the blood of the Tamid.)

This means that even this lofty level (of Ketoret being above
sacrifices) would be drawn down and revealed in the service of
the revealed faculties, and ultimately, even in the world.

And this becomes even clearer based on what the Rambam
writes,

that after the preparation of the five lamps, the one who merited
the Ketoret would enter and offer it,

and afterward, the one who merited the cleaning of the Menorah
would enter, prepare the two remaining lamps,

and the one who offered the Ketoret would leave together with
the one who cleaned the Menorah.

The Rambam adds to the language of the Mishnah "They came
and stood..." and emphasizes

that after the Kohen who burned the Ketoret completed his
service, he did not leave immediately,
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The Rebbe
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but remained inside until the Kohen entered to prepare the two
lamps,

and only after the completion of the lamp preparation did both of
them leave together.

It can be said that this alludes to the fact that in the preparation of
the final two lamps,

there is also the assistance of the Kohen who offered the Ketoret,

so that through the lamps, the level of connection and bond that
is drawn down through the Ketoret is also extended and revealed.

")
Based on this, it is also possible to explain the reason why
Parashat Tetzaveh begins with the section of the lamps:
It was explained above (section 3) that Tetzaveh alludes to
Tzavta and Chibur (bond and connection) with the Holy One,
Blessed be He,
whose essence and completion is in the Incense Altar (Ketoret) at
the conclusion and seal of the parashah.
Just as in the section of the Ketoret at the conclusion of the
parashah, it is emphasized that the level of Ketoret (Kesher and
Chibur—bond and connection)

is drawn down and revealed in the world through the lamps,

so too, this is emphasized (and primarily so) at the beginning of
the parashah,

that the level of Tetzaveh (Tzavta and Chibur, like Ketoret) is
drawn down, revealed, and illuminates through the lamps.
Therefore, the beginning of Parashat Tetzaveh is the section of
the lamps:

"And you shall command the Children of Israel, and they shall
take to you pure olive oil... to kindle the lamp continually, in the
Tent of Meeting, outside the Parochet which is upon the
Testimony..."

This represents the drawing down and revelation of the level of
Tetzaveh.

In a slightly different style:
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The Rebbe
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The theme of Parashat Tetzaveh (primarily in its entirety) is
about the induction of Aharon and his sons into the service in the
Mishkan,

through which "the Mishkan shall be sanctified by My glory"
(meaning, that My Shechinah shall dwell within it).

Therefore, the opening of the parashah focuses on the primary
service of Aharon and his sons,

through which the Shechinah is revealed in a manifest way—the
section of the Nerot (lamps).

Its conclusion and seal are with the ultimate revelation of the
Shechinah,

which is accomplished through the service of the Ketoret,

(and its drawing down and revelation through the lamps),

in the section of the Mizbach HaKetoret,
at the conclusion and seal of which, the preparation and kindling
of the lamps are also mentioned.

()
Explanation of this matter in the daily service of man:
Since every day a person is created as a new being ("Every day,
let them be in your eyes as new"),
there must be a renewal in all aspects of his service,
whose purpose and content is "To dwell within them" ("That I
Myself should dwell within them").
This begins with the renewal in the service of the Ketoret, which
is done at the beginning of the day,
for it is the essence and completion of "That I may dwell among
them", stemming from the level of Yechidah.
And this concept is emphasized in the daily recitation of the
Parashat HaKetoret:
In addition to reciting the verses that discuss the Ketoret service
performed that day,
("And Aharon shall burn upon it incense of spices every
morning... and in the evening he shall burn it")
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The Rebbe
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we precede them with the verses regarding the preparation of the
Ketoret ("Take for yourself spices..."),

and afterward, we add the details of its preparation as explained
in the Baraita of Pitum HaKetoret,

even though these describe the preparation of the full yearly
amount of Ketoret (which was prepared all at once and not
daily),

As it is written in the Baraita: *"There were 368 portions—365
corresponding to the days of the solar year,

and three additional portions from which the Kohen Gadol would
bring on Yom Kippur."*

And it can be said that this alludes to the fact that, in addition to
the Ketoret service specific to that day,

there must also be, each day, the general concept of making the
Ketoret—

that the overall connection and bond of the essence of the soul,
the level of Yechidah, with the Holy One, Blessed be He, is
renewed,

and through this, the primary and complete realization of "That I
may dwell among them" is achieved.

)
Furthermore, and most importantly—the service of the Ketoret is
performed "when he prepares the lamps... and when Aharon
kindles the lamps."
That is, the renewal that occurs in the making of the Ketoret (the
bond and connection of the essence of the soul with the Holy
One, Blessed be He)
is drawn down, revealed, and illuminates all aspects of the daily
service,
even when engaging in worldly matters ("Let all your actions be
for the sake of Heaven"),
and "In all your ways, know Him."

The renewal of the bond and connection of the essence of the
soul with the Holy One, Blessed be He, that occurs every day,
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takes place during the recitation of Shema and prayer,

which is the concept of Mesirat Nefesh (self-sacrifice) in
"Echad",

and the ultimate state of self-nullification—standing before the
King in the Amidah prayer.

And this concept extends and is revealed even after the
completion of the service of Kriat Shema and prayer, throughout
the entire day—

so that even when engaging in worldly matters, conducting
oneself in the ways of Derech Eretz,

when one must contemplate and speak about business matters in
a manner of "honest dealings in faith,"

and necessarily divert his attention and thought from the
attachment experienced during Kriat Shema and prayer—
(*similar to what the Alter Rebbe writes in Tanya: Although this
Yichud above is eternal and everlasting,

below, it exists within time, only at the moment when one is
engaged in Torah or mitzvot,

but afterward, if he engages in something else, he is separated
from the Yichud HaElyon below]).

Nevertheless, his nekudat haYahadut (Jewish core), which stems
from the essence of the soul,

remains—the bond and connection with the Holy One, Blessed
be He, in absolute unity,

"In one bond have I been bound."

In every situation and circumstance ("from evening until
morning"),

this connection remains in an everlasting and eternal state—"an
eternal statute."

()

And we can further explain the reason why we recite every day:
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"Abbaye would arrange the order of the Ma'aracha (the
arrangement of the offerings) based on the name of the Talmud,
and according to Abba Shaul... The preparation of the five lamps
precedes the blood of the Tamid, the blood of the Tamid precedes
the preparation of the two lamps, and the preparation of the two
lamps precedes the Ketoret."

Even though the halacha follows the Sages, who hold that the
Ketoret is between the preparation of the five lamps and the
preparation of the two lamps,

The Beit Yosef writes that even though the Rambam ruled like
the Sages, who argue with Abba Shaul and say

that the Ketoret interrupts between the preparation of the five
lamps and the preparation of the two,

and that the slaughtering and sprinkling of the blood of the
Tamid precede the preparation of the five lamps,

and this also appears to be the view of the Sefer Mitzvot Gadol
(Smag),

logically, the order should have been arranged as follows:

The blood of the Tamid precedes the preparation of the five
lamps, the preparation of the five lamps precedes the Ketoret,

and the Ketoret precedes the preparation of the two lamps.
However, since it was found that the world follows the order
established by Abbaye according to Abba Shaul,

it implies that he understood this to be the correct halacha, and
therefore, they did not want to change that order.

And seemingly, this requires explanation:

a) The Rambam and the Sefer Mitzvot Gadol (Smag) also knew
that Abbaye arranged the order according to Abba Shaul,

from which it would imply that he considered this to be the
correct halacha.
Nevertheless, they ruled that the halacha follows the Sages.

So what new reasoning did the world find in the fact that Abbaye
arranged the order like Abba Shaul,
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that they did not want to change that order and instead deviated
from the ruling of the Rambam and the Smag, who ruled like the
Sages?

b) More fundamentally: In the order of the service on Yom
Kippur, we recite:

"Before he enters, he should prepare the five lamps, burn the
morning Ketoret, and then prepare the remaining two lamps,"

following the view of the Sages, as the halacha follows them,

and not like Abbaye, who arranged the order according to Abba
Shaul.

So logically, if in the order of the Yom Kippur service, they
changed from the words of Abbaye, who ruled like Abba Shaul,
why did they not also change the order of the Ma'aracha
(arrangement of the offerings) that is recited every day?

And it can be explained based on the inner dimension of these
matters.

(They found) "the world"—from the word he'elem (concealment
and hiddenness),

indicating the state of exile, "children who have been exiled from
their Father's table."

At that time, they are in a state of "orphanhood," as alluded to in
Abbaye's name,

which is an acronym for "Asher Becha Yerachem Yatom"—"For
in You, the orphan finds mercy."

Since their Father (Hashem) is seemingly found elsewhere, as
alluded to in the name Abba Shaul,

meaning that they must "borrow" (as if) their Father from
another place.

Therefore, regarding the daily recitation of the Seder
HaMa'aracha, they did not want to change the order

that Abbaye arranged according to Abba Shaul—that the
preparation of the two lamps precedes the Ketoret—

because in a time of concealment and hiddenness, in the state of
exile,

7''o2

PRI MY RATT 7797 NI 18 XD 1Y
0°nI02 1270 2"nem 0"an7g?
D’T?;‘IN aRatlokolyalil mj:;z 2702 WY (2:

"NvR PVRTY ,NINI YR 2007 012 07197
mwma nﬁ;,j ’mzz ks :’DJ’?H ,WQ'BZI"

— aning 7270% ,0°nIn NV,
PINY RIND 77T TRV *22NI XY

1Y 0271937709 NTI2Y 17032 OX (WHI
PINY RN PO2Y 22K 12T,

of 222% 7127WRT 1793 WY X7 m7?
DU3T NPR°IRA 12 INAT T2 U

"(nR7) 02y 1w — "D7iwa (IRY¥n),

Dyn 123 002" — 937 237 YN Yy 11in
o Y.

W w3 12 ,"aing"T 23m TYR3 07 TRY
»ay,"

oin ag 92 YR :nian CwrY".

2 ,(212223) K DipRa X¥RI "DPA"Y 02

NY RIR PY mwa,"

IR DR XaXT NN (19727) PRYT? DDTRY.

137 X9 ,08° 222 127917 170 NNR? ¥R L1090

RITT 79T N,

NiN1 AW NVRY ,2IRY RIRT RDIX 72X 707

nvR? NRTiP—

1233 1277 INQT) D7Y7 7Y 2§03 %3,

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com

17


https://www.chassidusnow.com/

The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Beis
2 mxn

it is not (so much) applicable for the level of Yechidah (the
innermost soul)

to be drawn down and revealed within the service of the
Penimi'ut (inner faculties),

and even more so in drawing it down into the world.

This 1s what is alluded to in the precedence of the Ketoret before
the preparation of the two lamps.

For according to Abba Shaul, the Ketoret is not a preparation for
the preparation of the two lamps,

but rather an independent service in its own right.

However, regarding the recitation of the Seder HaAvodah (order
of the service) on Yom Kippur—

since on Yom Kippur, the Jewish people (even during exile) are
on an elevated level,

to the extent that each individual Jew resembles the Kohen
Gadol, who enters Lifnai V’Lifnim (the Holy of Holies),

we recite: "Before he enters, he should prepare the five lamps,
burn the morning Ketoret, and then prepare the remaining two
lamps,"

following the halacha according to the Sages, that the Ketoret
precedes the preparation of the two lamps.

This alludes to the drawing down and revelation of the level of
Yechidah

in the service within the Penimi'ut (inner faculties), and even to
its extension and revelation in the world.

And it can be said that from the recitation of the Seder
HaAvodah on Yom Kippur ("Achat BaShanah"—"Once a Year")

influence is drawn down for the entire year,
as alluded to in the recitation of the Beraita d’Pitum HaKetoret.

And the three extra portions from which the Kohen Gadol brings
in on Yom Kippur,

and he returns them to the mortar on the eve of Yom Kippur...

in order that they should be finer than fine,

so that every day should have an element and likeness of the
perfection of Yom Kippur,
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where the Ketoret is in the middle of the preparation of the
lamps.

)
And a special empowerment is given in all of the above—

at the specific time of the year ("once a year") when we read in
the Torah (publicly, with blessings before and after it)

the portion of Tetzaveh.

The portion of Tetzaveh—which concludes and is sealed with the
section about the Mizbach HaKetoret and its offering,

and its continuation in Parashat Ki Tisa (after the introduction
about the half-shekel),

in the making of the Ketoret: "Take for yourself spices... and you
shall make it into a Ketoret...,"

is always read in the month of Adar.

And one of the reasons for this—since on the first of Adar, they
announce about the Shekalim

so that each person can prepare his half-shekel

and be ready to give it to the Terumat HaLishkah (the communal
donation for the Temple),

from which they would take the daily Tamid offerings and the
Ketoret,

as well as the wages of those who prepared it.

When Rosh Chodesh Nissan arrives... they take the Ketoret from
the new donation,

so that it should be offered from the new funds.

And based on this, we can say that the reading of the Parashat
HaKetoret

(at the end of Parashat Tetzaveh and the beginning of Parashat Ki
Tisa) during the month of Adar

serves as a source of strength for the renewal of the entire service
of preparing and offering the Ketoret (from the new donation) for
the entire year.

In this, the essence and perfection of the service in the Mishkan
is emphasized—"Let Me dwell among them,"
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meaning that the connection and attachment to Hashem from the
essence of the soul,

the level of Yechidah (Ketoret), is drawn down and revealed,
illuminating the Penimi'ut (inner faculties), all aspects of service,

and even service related to worldly matters (the lamps).
And we can add regarding the connection of the lamps (Shemen)
and Ketoret to the month of Adar—

"Oil (Shemen) and Ketoret gladden the heart," and "When Adar
enters, we increase in joy."

And all of this is emphasized even more in the setting of this
particular year—
when Shabbat Parashat Tetzaveh falls on the 11th of Adar,

and Erev Shabbat (he who prepares on Erev Shabbat will eat on
Shabbat) on the 10th of Adar.

Shabbat is connected to the Yechidah aspect of Israecl—

as our Sages say: "Shabbat said before Hashem: 'Master of the
world! Every other day has a pair, but [ have no partner!'

Hashem answered her: 'The congregation of Israel is your
partner,’

since Israel, too, is Yechidah (singular, unique),

as it is written: "Behold, a nation that dwells alone."

All letters pair with another except for the letters "Heh" and
"Nun" (Hen),

which stand alone—just as Israel stands alone."

This Yechidah aspect is emphasized even more on a Shabbat that
falls on the 11th of the month,

the number 11 (Echad Asar), alluding to "You are One and not in
calculation,"

which is connected to the level of Yechidah.

And Erev Shabbat, which falls on the 10th of the month, alludes
to the completion of Israel’s service—
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for they are compared to the moon and count according to the
lunar cycle,

through the 10 faculties of the soul, the Penimi’ut (inner
faculties).

And their connection together—"He who prepares on Erev
Shabbat will eat on Shabbat"—

alludes to the drawing down and revelation of the Yechidah level
(11) into the Penimi’ut faculties (10).

And we can say that when Parashat Tetzaveh is read in this
setting,

the theme of the parashah is emphasized even more—

that through the Nerot (lamps),

the drawing down and revelation of the Ketoret (11) is
accomplished

in all aspects of service that stem from the Penimi’ut faculties
(10).

(x°)
May it be Hashem’s will that each and every Jew takes advantage
of the empowerment

from Erev Shabbat and the holy Shabbat of Parashat Tetzaveh,

the 10th and 11th of Adar Rishon,

to actualize within himself the renewal in the service of Ketoret,
and its drawing down and revelation in all areas of Divine
service

throughout the entire year.

And even more so—and primarily—

that beyond bringing this about in himself,

he should also influence his surroundings,

and, even better, on a Minyan of ten Jews,

a holy assembly,

for in this is included the completion of all Jews—
as understood from the wording of Birkat HaMazon:
"Ten and ten thousand."
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And to add, that the influence on one's surroundings is most
emphasized in the lighting of the Menorah in Parashat
Tetzaveh—

the action of Aharon HaKohen on all seven categories of Bnei
Yisrael,

"to kindle a constant lamp"—he lights until the flame rises on its
own,

that the "lamp of Hashem is the soul of man" shines with "a
mitzvah is a lamp and Torah is light,"

which is also the task of every Jew, as the Mishnah instructs:

"Be among the disciples of Aharon... loving all creatures and
bringing them close to Torah."

And the most essential point—

that from the very reading and study of Torah regarding the
lighting of the lamps and the offering of the Ketoret,

we should merit immediately to the actual fulfillment of the
mitzvah of lighting the lamps

and offering the Ketoret by the Kohen Gadol in the Third Beit
HaMikdash,

which is built and perfected, revealed, and comes from Heaven—
at Mincha time on the holy Shabbat of the 11th of Adar Rishon,

immediately following the reading of Parashat Tetzaveh:
"to kindle a constant lamp," and "when Aharon kindles the lamps
in the evening, he shall burn the Ketoret."

For "the Mizbe'ach HaZahav is inaugurated only with the Ketoret
of the evening,"

and "the Menorah is inaugurated only by the lighting of its seven
lamps in the evening"—

may this happen Techef U’Miyad Mamash!

[NOTE Summary:
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At the beginning and end of Parashat Tetzaveh, the Torah speaks about the lighting of the Menorah. At its
conclusion, it links the lighting of the lamps with the offering of the Ketoret on the Golden Altar. This structure
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is deliberate. The parashah opens with Nerot and closes with Ketoret because the entire theme of Tetzaveh is
tzavta and chibur, attachment and bond between Israel and the Holy One, blessed be He.

The Menorah represents the revealed faculties of the soul. “Ner Hashem nishmat adam.” A mitzvah is a lamp
and Torah is light. Through Torah and mitzvot, the soul shines. The windows of the Heichal were narrow within
and wide without, showing that the light is meant to radiate outward, illuminating the world.

The Ketoret, however, represents something deeper. Unlike korbanot, which create kiruv, closeness, Ketoret
from the language of kesher produces essential bond. It corresponds to the Yechidah of the soul, the point that is
utterly one with Hashem. The Midrash teaches that the Shechinah did not descend until the Ketoret was offered.
This reveals that the ultimate purpose of the Mishkan, “Veshachanti betocham,” is realized through Ketoret,
through essential unity.

This is why the Mizbeach HaKetoret is written separately and at the conclusion. After the Mishkan, the vessels,
the garments, and the inauguration are complete, the Torah seals everything with the inner altar. The outer
structure prepares for the inner bond. Tetzaveh itself means tzavta, connection. Its completion is Ketoret.

Even the details reinforce this. The altar’s measurements were one cubit by one cubit, hinting to Yechidah,
singularity. The eleven spices allude to a level beyond the ten sefirot, “Atah Hu Chad v’lo bechushban.” On
Yom Kippur, the Kohen Gadol enters alone to offer Ketoret in the Holy of Holies, reflecting Yechidah in soul,
time, and place. Daily Ketoret is a reflection of that ultimate unity.

Yet the Torah insists that Ketoret be offered specifically during the preparation and lighting of the lamps.
According to the Sages, it interrupts between the five and the two lamps. This means the essence, the Yechidah,
must penetrate the revealed faculties. The Rambam notes that the Kohen who offered Ketoret remained inside
while the final two lamps were prepared, alluding that the power of Yechidah assists the completion of the
revealed service.

In exile, this unity is concealed. Therefore, in the daily Seder HaMa’arachah we follow the order of Abbaye
according to Abba Shaul, where Ketoret stands more independently. But on Yom Kippur, when every Jew
reaches a state similar to the Kohen Gadol, we follow the Sages: Ketoret precedes and elevates the lamps. From
Yom Kippur flows strength for the entire year, that every day contain a trace of that unity.

Parashat Tetzaveh is always read in Adar, the month of joy. “Shemen u’Ketoret yesamach lev.” Oil and incense
gladden the heart. Adar is also connected to the renewal of the Shekalim, from which the Tamid and Ketoret
were purchased anew. Thus the reading itself empowers a yearly renewal of inner connection.

When Tetzaveh falls on the eleventh of Adar, the symbolism deepens. Ten represents the revealed faculties.
Eleven hints to transcendence beyond structure. “Mi shetarach b’Erev Shabbat yochal b’Shabbat™ expresses that
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the labor of the ten draws down the revelation of the eleven. Yechidah illuminates the ten faculties and through
them the world.

In daily life, this begins with prayer. During Shema and Amidah, a Jew experiences mesirat nefesh, standing
before the King. Even when one later turns to worldly matters, conducting business with integrity and derech
eretz, the nekudat haYahadut remains intact. The essential bond never breaks. Ketoret must permeate Nerot.
The inner unity must illuminate action.

Ultimately, the goal is not only personal transformation but influence upon others. Just as Aharon kindled until
the flame rose on its own, so must each Jew awaken the “Ner Hashem” within others, especially within a
minyan, a holy congregation. In this lies the completion of “Veshachanti betocham.”

Practical Takeaway:

Begin each day by consciously renewing your essential bond with Hashem, especially in Shema and Amidah.
Recognize that this is your Ketoret moment, the awakening of Yechidah.

Then ensure that this inner unity flows into the “lamps”: your intellect, emotions, speech, and actions. Let Torah
study and mitzvot illuminate your environment. Conduct business and daily affairs with the awareness that the
essential bond remains unbroken.

Influence at least ten others in some way, whether through teaching, encouragement, or example. Help another
person’s flame rise independently.

Approach the month of Adar as a time of inner joy rooted in essential connection, not merely external
celebration.

Chassidic Story:

During one farbrengen in the month of Adar, the Rebbe spoke at length about the inner meaning of Ketoret and
the Yechidah of the soul. A chassid later shared that he had been struggling privately with a deep spiritual
dryness. He fulfilled mitzvot, studied Torah, and attended shiurim, yet felt disconnected.

That Shabbat, when Parashat Tetzaveh was read, the Rebbe emphasized that even in exile, even when one feels
like a “yatom,” the essential bond is untouched. The chassid described that during the repetition of the Amidah,
he focused on the word “Echad” with mesirat nefesh, as the Rebbe had instructed in earlier talks.

Nothing outwardly changed in his life the next day. He returned to his work. Yet he reported that something
subtle but decisive shifted. He no longer sought to recreate an emotional high. Instead, he acted from the
certainty that “b’chad ketira itkatarna,” he was bound in one bond. Over time, that quiet certainty transformed
not only his own service but the atmosphere of his home and workplace. Others felt it.
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The Rebbe later remarked in a different sichah that the greatest revelation is when the essential bond expresses
itself in ordinary deeds. That is the true fulfillment of Tetzaveh: the Ketoret of Yechidah illuminating the Nerot
of everyday life.

TPX - From Flame to Fragrance: Integrating Your Deepest Self
The Rebbe’s teaching on the Menorah and the Ketoret is not just Temple mysticism. It is a map of your inner
life.

The Menorah represents your visible self. Your thoughts. Your emotions. Your behavior. The parts of you that
function, produce, interact, decide.

The Ketoret represents something much deeper. Your Yechidah. The point of you that is not fragmented. The
part that is not conflicted. The part that is simply one with truth.

Most people live from the Menorah level. We manage our habits. We try to improve our emotions. We work on
our character. That is real avodah.

But the Rebbe is saying: without Ketoret, the Menorah remains incomplete.

The Difference Between Closeness and Bond

Korbanot create closeness. Ketoret creates bond.

Closeness means you feel near. Bond means you are inseparable.

Psychologically, this is the difference between feeling inspired and knowing who you are.

Inspiration fluctuates.
Identity stabilizes.

On Yom Kippur, when the Kohen Gadol enters alone to offer Ketoret, it mirrors the moment when a person
strips away roles, defenses, narratives, and stands as pure self. Not performing. Not proving. Just essential
being.

That essential core is untouched by failure. Untouched by ego distortion. Untouched by exile.
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The problem is not that we lack it.
The problem is that we forget it.
Why the Ketoret Interrupts the Lamps

The Rebbe notes that the incense is offered in the middle of preparing the lamps. That interruption is
intentional.

It means: before you perfect your personality, reconnect to your essence.

Before you fix your anger, reconnect to your essence.
Before you optimize productivity, reconnect to your essence.
Before you manage your relationships, reconnect to your essence.

Otherwise, self-improvement becomes ego-improvement.
When Yechidah flows into your faculties, then growth becomes aligned.
The Ego Problem

The wall between you and G-d is subtle arrogance. Not loud arrogance. The quiet assumption that you are
self-sustaining.

When you operate purely from intellect and emotion, you subtly believe everything depends on your
calculations.

Ketoret dissolves that illusion.

Incense is fragrance. It is intangible. You cannot grab it. It enters without force. That is how essential
connection works. It is not dramatic. It is penetrating.

It enters quietly and shifts everything.

Adar Energy: Joy from Essence

Tetzaveh is read in Adar. “Oil and incense gladden the heart.”

Real joy does not come from stimulation. It comes from alignment.

When your daily actions reflect your essential self, there is joy.
When you are split inside, there is tension.

Adar is not about external excitement. It is about the joy that comes when your inner bond shines through your
outer life.
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Modern Story

A high-performing professional once told his mentor, “I feel like I’'m always on stage. Even in private, I'm
performing.”

The mentor asked him a simple question: “Who are you when you are not trying to be impressive?”
He had no answer.

Over time, instead of adding new strategies or techniques, he began each morning sitting quietly for five
minutes, reminding himself: “I am not my performance. I am not my success. [ am not my failure.”

That small daily reconnection changed how he entered meetings. He listened more. Reacted less. His
confidence became quieter but stronger.

He didn’t lose his drive.
He integrated it.

That was his Ketoret moment.
Your Daily Practice
Before prayer, before work, before interaction, pause and reconnect to your essential bond.

Not to feel something.
To remember something.

From there, light your lamps.
Let your intellect, emotions, speech, and actions shine.

The goal is not escape from the world.
The goal is that your deepest self fragrances your entire life.

That is the Menorah infused with Ketoret.
That is the Rebbe’s psychology of redemption. END NOTE]
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