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And you shall command the Children of Israel, etc.
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It seems possible to explain this in conjunction with the
verse that King David, peace be upon him, said
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(Tehillim 40:6), "You have done many things, You, Hashem,
my G-d, Your wonders and thoughts towards us, etc."
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It seems to me that we must understand how it is possible
that a righteous person can perform wonders to heal the
sick, release those who are bound, and similar things.
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Is there not "nothing new under the sun"? Or when a
righteous person innovates secrets of the Torah, from where
did he acquire this?
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However, the matter is as follows: Behold, the Blessed
Name dwells in light.
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And behold, it is written (Kohelet 30:3), "And G-d said: Let
there be light, and there was light."
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One can say the explanation is that when He said, "Let there
be light," and there was light, it means that a new light was
created there in its place.
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And from there, the light was drawn downward.
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Consequently, the root remains above.
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Likewise, everything that the Holy One, Blessed be He,
created, its root remains above.
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And everything that happens below occurs through
movement; when a person initiates movement, it stirs the
root above, and the matter is drawn below.
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And this is "Many things You have done"—meaning to say
that many causes and actions You have performed and
done, You, Hashem, and thus it follows that the root is
above. Therefore, Your wonders, which we renew—meaning
healing, sustenance, and everything—and Your thoughts,
meaning the secrets of the Torah, are for us, and we are

able to accomplish everything.
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And this is what the verse said, that Hashem said to Moshe
Rabbeinu, "And you shall command"—the language of
Tzava'ah (command) refers to the flow of blessings and
mercy, as it is written (Vayikra 25:21), "And | will command
My blessing," etc.
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And Hashem said, "And you"—the Vav adds to the matter,

meaning you also shall command blessings and influences
upon Israel, for everything is commanded and established

by Hashem, and everything is inscribed in its root, yet you

too shall command to stir the upper root.
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'And they shall take to you pure olive oil"—this hints that
olive oil represents a great and pure flow of abundance.
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And that which is stated, "to you"—it should have said, "and
they shall take for themselves," for when the righteous see
that Israel is receiving an abundance, it brings them
pleasure and delight, as if this abundance was for them.
This is easy to understand.
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Or it may be said that the holy Torah teaches us the ways of
ethics and rebuke—how a person should rebuke his fellow.
Behold, a person who wishes to rebuke others must be holy
and pure in all his aspects, meaning in his Nefesh (soul),
Ruach (spirit), and Neshamah (higher soul)—he must be
pure, and his body must be pure. Then, "You shall surely
rebuke your fellow, and you shall not bear sin because of
him" (Vayikra 19:17).
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For if it were not so, that he were examined in all his ways
with holiness and purity, then it would be impossible for his
rebuke to be effective as it should be. Even if he advises
people well and they act according to his words, neither of
them can truly ensure that their actions will be complete.
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For one might turn his heart toward pride, saying in his

heart, "How great is my level, that | have rebuked my fellow
in the mitzvah of Hashem, to fulfill it!" Yet "an abomination to
Hashem is everyone who is haughty in heart" (Mishlei 16:5).
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And this one, too, will say in his heart with pride, boasting
before others rather than performing the mitzvah completely
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for the honor of Hashem. Instead, many ulterior motives will
enter his heart.

And all this is because the one commanding him for good is
not perfect in his righteousness in all his aspects, as stated
above. But the truly righteous person is worthy and fitting to
rebuke, and those who fulfill his mitzvah, even before him,
will not become haughty in their hearts with any ulterior
motive. Neither he nor they—rather, both together—will do
good for the honor of Hashem.
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And this is, "And you" (Ve’atah)—the Vav adds to the matter,
meaning, "You, with all your aspects as stated above, shall
command the Children of Israel." As it says in the Gemara,
'And Vav—it is he and his court," meaning that the Vav adds
to the matter, and similarly, the explanation here applies.
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'And you shall command for good"—this is called humility,
as it is brought in the books: commanding for good and
warning against evil. If you command them with all your
aspects, as mentioned above, it will ensure that neither you
nor they will come to ulterior motives.
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And this is, "And they shall take to you olive oil"—meaning
all the repentance and mitzvot they perform, which is hinted
at by "pure olive oil."
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'Crushed for illumination"—as brought in the Alshich
HaKadosh at length, meaning that a person must crush and
break himself through afflictions and self-discipline for the
service of the Creator, blessed be He—see there.
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And even if they perform these acts before you, you must
ensure that you do not come to any ulterior motive, Heaven
forbid.
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And this is, "And they shall take to you"—meaning before
you, that you see them doing it as per your command,
through your guidance, and yet you shall not turn to any
ulterior motive, but solely for the unification of His blessed
Name.
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"To raise up a Ger always"—meaning that it should not be
like mere ignition, but rather to elevate holiness and the
supernal light, which is called Ger (sojourner).
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'‘Always"—this means that you should see to it that holiness
and the supernal light never depart from you, but remain
forever.
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And this is the explanation of the verse, "A continual fire
shall be kept burning on the altar”" (Vayikra 6:6)—meaning
that the Torah warns that holiness and the supernal light
must always burn within you, never being extinguished.
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That it should never be extinguished, meaning you must
continually increase in light and holiness so that it is never
extinguished, ever.
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And this is what our Sages said: "There is no Tzav
(command) except Zerizut (alacrity), immediately and for
generations." Through this, our Sages also taught us the
ways of ethical wisdom—how to rebuke people in this
manner, meaning that they should always hold themselves
in great humility and not at any level other than that of a
beginner in the service of the Creator.
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Now, at the first stage that brings one to the service of
Hashem, which is Zerizut (alacrity), as the Tanna said:
'Zerizut leads to..." up until "Ruach HaKodesh" (Divine
inspiration).
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And it follows that through Zerizut, a person can reach great
levels. Nevertheless, even if he attains all these levels, he
should still consider himself as merely at the first beginning
of Zerizut.
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And this is the meaning of "There is no Tzav except
Zerizut"—meaning that when you want to command others
to engage in the service of Hashem, do not command them
except through Zerizut.
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That is to say, they should not consider themselves as
having attained any level but should remain as beginners, in
the state of Zerizut, both immediately and for generations.
Even if one attains all the levels...
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And even more so, one must be zealous in a situation where
there is a financial loss.
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As it is stated in the Gemara: "From where do we begin
reading the Megillah?" Rabbi Meir says: "From the strength
of Achashverosh," and Rabbi Yehuda says: "From the
strength of Mordechai, from 'There was a Jewish man..."
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And their dispute can be explained in an allegorical manner:

Behold, there are two levels of righteous individuals.
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There is a righteous person who sweetens the judgments.
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And there is a righteous person who draws down only mercy
and does not need to sweeten the judgments at all.
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And this is the explanation of "The Megillah is read on the
eleventh" (Megillah 2a).
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Behold, Hashem, blessed be He, showed Yechezkel the
prophet the Torah as written on a scroll, both front and back.
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One can say the explanation is as follows: Hashem, blessed
be He, has given man free choice, as the verse states
(Devarim 30:19), "See, | have set before you life... and you
shall choose life."
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And this is also hinted at in the scroll that He showed him,
written both front and back—meaning that Hashem, blessed
be He, has given man the choice in studying His holy Torah,
whether to study it for its own sake (Lishmah) or, Heaven
forbid, for an ulterior motive.
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And certainly, one must fulfill the verse, "And you shall
choose life."

D™NA NN 2NN D'F7 4N KT,

And this is what our Sages taught us—various ways of
Torah study: One way is that "the Megillah is
read"—meaning that Torah study should be in this manner,
as the Torah is called a "scroll" (Megillah), as mentioned
above.
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"It shall be on the eleventh"—meaning to rectify the world of
Asiyah, which is a world where judgments dominate and
must be sweetened.

N'YY 071V |07 Wi nyin 2wy Toxa AWy
1Y DT D'O7IY YK D71V KNy
D7'ANNDY.

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



https://www.chassidusnow.com/

T 02

The Rebbe, Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk

Noam Elimelech
Parshas Tetzaveh

And this is hinted at in "eleven" (Echad Asar), meaning the
judgments and the Sitra Achara, which is the number
eleven.
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And because of this obligation, all people must first recite
the passages of the incense before the chapter "Eizehu
Mekoman" in order to sweeten the eleven ingredients of the
incense against the eleven forces of judgment from the Sitra
Achara, which correspond to the eleven goat-hair curtains,
as is known to those who understand the mystical wisdom.
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"With twelve"—this alludes to the second manner of Torah
study, meaning that it should be in a way that draws down
only mercy, without needing to sweeten judgments.
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Behold, it is stated in the Midrash that at the time of the
giving of the Torah at Sinai, when Israel saw the angels
carrying the throne of the chariot, there were three angels on
each side, totaling twelve.
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Immediately, they longed for banners, and Hashem, blessed
be He, commanded them to make four banners.
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The reason for their desire and yearning for banners was
because they saw the immense, pleasant, and delightful
love of the angels.
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And at times, when a person performs a single mitzvah with
complete devotion, he may be able to leap over all levels at
once and attain perfect love.
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And this is the meaning of "And His banner over me is love"
(Shir HaShirim 2:4). Do not read it as "His banner" (diglo),
but rather as "His leaping" (dilugo) over me in love.
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This alludes to what we mentioned above—that a person
can leap over levels and reach complete love.
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And this is what is stated in the Gemara: "They fulfilled and
accepted” (Esther 9:27).
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And they expounded: "They fulfilled above what they had
accepted below."
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Israel accepted upon themselves the Torah in the days of
Achashverosh.
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And at first glance, did they not already accept the Torah
before the days of Achashverosh?
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Rather, the matter is that they were not able to reach this
level of desire out of love until they saw the greatness of the
miracle performed for them in the days of Achashverosh.
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And when such a miracle occurs for a person, it brings him
to true love of the Creator, blessed be He.
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And this is, "Light—this refers to Torah," meaning that they
reached love and the light of Torah because of the great
miracle performed for them.
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'And honor—this refers to Tefillin," as | have already
explained, that Tefillin represents attachment (Devekut).
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And then they accepted the Torah upon themselves willingly,
for they had reached the level of love.
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'With thirteen"—this alludes to the study of the holy Torah in
@ manner that awakens the Thirteen Attributes.
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And this is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said:
"Thirteen, and it is a time of gathering for all." This is a hint
that one's study of the holy Torah should be to awaken the
Thirteen Attributes, which exist in all the worlds.

N0 A7 WYY Y'Y 7T 42'020 NRRY 10T
NYITEN MIND iTNY7 XDy ™ XN 7Y
Nnin%ivn 722 DY NimM "0 NivYy.

And this is "a time of gathering for all," teaching that the Holy
One, blessed be He, enwrapped Himself, as it says, and
wrapped and folded the worlds within the Thirteen Attributes.
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'"With fourteen"—this alludes to what Hashem, blessed be
He, commanded: to remember the obliteration of Amalek, as
the verse states (Shemot 17:16), "For a hand is upon the
throne of Hashem"—that the Name should be complete and
the throne should be complete.
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All this is accomplished through the study of the holy Torah,
which corresponds to the world of the throne.
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'With fifteen"—this alludes to the concept that splendor
(Tiferet) should be in its fullness, as it was in the days of
Yehoshua, as it is brought in the Gemara that there were
fifteen generations, etc.
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And the Tanna said: "Cities that were surrounded by a wall
from the days of Yehoshua bin Nun read on the fifteenth,"
following the statement of our Sages on the verse (Shir
HaShirim 8:9), "If she be a wall, we will build upon
her"—which they expounded to mean that if Israel had
ascended in the days of Ezra like a wall, then... see there.
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And to this, the Tanna alluded in the Mishnah—those
righteous individuals who encircle in complete unity like a
wall, they read on the fifteenth.
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Meaning, through their reading, they bring about the
completion of Tiferet (splendor), just as in the days of
Yehoshua.

NiX'MY7 DX 0'7vi9 DN Ni7 nyin

yyin! m'a in3 XIX9N.

"Villages and large cities"—"Villages" refers to those who
reject idolatry and foreign thoughts, which is akin to
acknowledging the entirety of the Torah.
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'Large cities" alludes to the righteous who constantly nullify
judgments through their repentance, as the verse states
(Yonah 3:3), "And Nineveh was a great city." Because they
repented from their evil ways, the judgment against them
was sweetened.
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"They read on the fourteenth"—meaning, they act to erase
the memory of Amalek, as mentioned above.
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However, the villages bring forward their reading to the
earlier market day, as it is stated in the Gemara: "Why were
they called the Great Assembly? Because they restored the
crown to its original state"—that is, they reinstated the
phrase "the great God," etc.
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This is His might—see there. And even in exile, it is mercy.

DN NIN D722 DA DY 'Y "D INTY.

And the villages advance to the market day, meaning they
bring forward mercy—that from the outset, there should be
only mercy, with no strict judgments or severity, so that there
would be no need to sweeten them.
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And these righteous individuals draw down good influences
and blessings to the world.
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This is what the Gemara hints at: "So that they would have
enough water and food for their brothers," hinting at the
influences they draw down for Israel.

D'NX? [ITA1 DM 477'99Y T2 KINAD T 1T
7XYW'7 0NN DNy Niyswn? m1 'n.

And this is what the Tanna hinted at: "What is a great city?
Any city with ten idle men."

M2 W4y 73 N7iTa W INTR KARD TR ANTI
01702 NMYY.

Meaning, to nullify the strict judgments (Dinim), there must
be a congregation of ten, who are in unity.

NINY NTY ¥ DT 7927 i nyin
NITNRQ 'Y NYY.

Less than this—this refers to the righteous who hold
themselves as lower and more humble than all people; such
@ person is considered a village.

DNYY D'7'TOAD D'"T¥0 Y9 XN NiNY
192 N7 D DTR 721 NI79Y] NiNva.

Meaning, as mentioned above, they are on the level of the
villagers, who bring forth mercy first in order to draw down
blessings.

'Yna? 0T 0NN DT DNY
niysvn.

Truly, they said about these that they advance and do not
delay, etc.

15 " IDKA K7) "0 17X 1NK DR

As mentioned above, they bring forward mercy so that there
will be no judgments at all from the outset.

793 NI N7Y 00D DTN DY 71D
XI7'Vn D'

And they do not delay—meaning, they do not seek to
awaken mercy only after sweetening the judgments, but
rather, through their good deeds, they strive to ensure that
mercy is present from the very beginning.

INX DN NMIYY i AYin DX X7
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And therefore, one must especially be diligent in a place
where there is financial loss.

D'2 [INQN Y'Y Dipna 117 3¥ NI N7l

Its meaning is understood clearly based on the above
matters—meaning that the righteous who draw down divine
influences must see themselves as lowly and humble in their
own eyes, more than any other person.
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And as we explained above, Zerizut (alacrity) is the
beginning of serving the Creator, as stated: "Zerizut leads to
cleanliness," etc.

N700DD KN TNTAY 7'YY7 1819 UKD
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And one who rebukes and commands for the good must
command regarding the light, meaning, as mentioned
above, he must always hold himself as a mere beginner in
the service of Hashem.

11020 7Y N7 2iva NI¥ND NIARND NI
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And even more so, one must be diligent in a place where
there is financial loss.
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This hints that if, Heaven forbid, there is a lack of divine
influence in the world, then one must increase humility even
more and more.

7MY NiIY9Y [NQN D7iva 1'N DX T
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IAnd then he will be able to draw down divine influence, as
mentioned above.

712 Nivown 'Unny 1" NI

And let us return to the aforementioned dispute: From where
do we begin reading the Megillah?

N7 1"7'Nn0 2'00 7" KNY797 TN
n7ann.

One said: "From the strength of Achashverosh"—this hints
that he holds that a person must first strive in his study of
the holy Torah to sweeten the judgments. This is hinted at in
'the strength of Achashverosh."

72§00 NTY TN WiNINK 7¢ i9AN X TN
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Meaning, to break the force of the judgments so that his
hand is strong over them to sweeten them, preventing them
from prevailing.

NO'7A T XY DTN R NaYY i7 nyin
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And one said: "From the strength of Mordechai"—for this
opinion holds that a person must immediately, from the
outset, draw down mercy so that the judgments never arise
to be awakened at all.

MNT [XAD DT 1D TN 7Y iopmn X TN
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"The strength of Mordechai" hints at mercy, meaning to
begin "from the Jewish man," in the manner stated:
'Whoever rejects idolatry is called a Jew."

NTI2Y2 19020 72 R'RT AT 7Y T UKN
TN K7 DT

This hints at the righteous who bring forth mercy first and
draw down divine influences and blessings to the world, as
mentioned above.
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And may the Merciful Father always bring mercy upon us
and upon all of Israel. Amen, may it be His will.
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