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Siman #34
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And thus our Sages said (Bereishis Rabbah 60:8), “Fair is the 2% ity 192 ,('1 0 17271 NPWRI2) 1NN 77
conversation of the servants of the Patriarchs...” 121 NIaR 72y

[NOTE Summary

This Maamer of Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz reveals the depth behind Eliezer’s choice of “water” as the sign in
seeking a wife for Yitzchak. In Chassidus, every act of the tzaddikim mirrors a spiritual reality. Eliezer, as the
emissary of Avraham, wished to draw down kindness — chesed — in the proper channel. Since Avraham
embodied the divine attribute of chesed, and water symbolizes chesed (as explained in the Tikkunei Zohar 19,
56b), Eliezer framed his test in that very element. By aligning the request with Avraham’s essence, he invoked
heavenly kindness through its own vessel.

When Eliezer later recounted his story to Lavan, he repeated the entire narrative, reflecting a second outflow
of goodness. His words themselves were acts of chesed, drawing divine favor to complete his mission. Hence
the Sages said, “Fair is the conversation of the servants of the Patriarchs,” for even the simple speech of one
devoted to holiness is infused with the quality of his master’s light.

Practical Takeaway

When you seek to draw kindness or blessing into your life or others’, speak and act through the same quality
you wish to awaken. If you wish to arouse chesed, let your words and gestures reflect gentleness, warmth, and
openness. Every channel of divine flow must match its source — kindness calls forth kindness, humility calls
forth mercy, and truth calls forth illumination. Aligning with the middah you seek is the surest path for your
prayer or deed to bear fruit.

Chassidic Story

Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz once saw a man rushing to give charity angrily, tossing a coin toward a poor beggar
without looking at him. The Rebbe called him back gently: “My son, do not think the coin alone brings
blessing. Hashem’s kindness flows through the way the gift is given. If you give with anger, you invite anger;
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if with compassion, you open the gates of compassion.” The man apologized and, with tears, handed the coin
again — this time with love. The Rebbe smiled: “Now your water of kindness will flow.”
END NOTE]

Siman #35
As long as Sarah was alive, there was a blessing found in the TV XN 7972 "10Y Np TR YT v
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And when he, the husband, is angry or has a troubled
countenance, the challos too bear a troubled appearance; and on
such days, the challos are not beautiful.
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And this is what Rashi wrote: “As long as Sarah was alive, there
was a blessing found in the dough.” The meaning is not that she
kneaded a little and it became much — for Avraham was very
wealthy, and such a thing would not be notable for him. Rather,
the blessing was that it appeared beautiful to the eyes and good
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[NOTE Summary

Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz explains the saying of Rashi that “as long as Sarah was alive, a blessing was found in
the dough.” This blessing was not material increase — for Avraham was already exceedingly wealthy — but
rather a spiritual beauty that reflected divine harmony within the home. When the wife of the house baked the
challah with peace and joy, the dough rose perfectly and appeared lovely to the eyes and pleasing to taste. But
when there was anger, sadness, or discord between husband and wife, even the bread mirrored that disturbance,
becoming heavy or unattractive. Thus, the “blessing in the dough” was the radiance of inner peace manifesting
physically in the bread.

Practical Takeaway

Our homes mirror our inner state. When we live with calmness, love, and gratitude, even the simplest acts —
baking, preparing food, lighting candles — become vessels for divine blessing. Beauty and taste are not just
physical outcomes but expressions of the soul’s serenity. Before performing any mitzvah or daily task,
especially in the home, one should pause to align heart and intention, for peace invites blessing more than any
material effort.
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Chassidic Story

Once, a woman in Koretz came to Rabbi Pinchas weeping that her Shabbos challos always came out misshapen
and pale. The Rebbe asked her gently, “Tell me, how do you feel when you bake?” She admitted that her
husband often shouted while she worked, and she baked in distress. The Rebbe smiled softly: “Then your
challah absorbs the storm in your heart. Before you bake next time, sing a niggun and bless your dough with
joy.” She followed his words, and that week her challos came out golden and fragrant. Rabbi Pinchas later said,
“When the soul smiles, even the dough becomes holy.”

END NOTE]
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