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Speak to the entire assembly of the Children of Israel.

DRI %22 NTY 9D BN 137.

It seems one may interpret: behold, the absolutely righteous are called
“Israel,”

DM DOROTE T W97 AN
X" DR

and the righteous who are not complete are called “Children of Israel.”

"12" DPRPI 073 DPRY DR TR
R,

And the Holy One, blessed be He, commanded:

T2 oW XY

“Speak to all the Children of Israel,” meaning,

"I ORI °12 92 OX 137

they are all equally capable for this exalted level—

NRT7 "3TR% 7207 oY 09y —

“You shall be holy,” which is a great level,

"I MNTY Y " 1In DY,

“for I, Hashem, am holy.”

"3 "7 IR wiTR 2,

Meaning: for the essence of holiness is to constantly focus on My
Godliness,

220077 I AWIRD RV 2 WD
OIRY PR Py Tan,

and in this aspect they can all be holy.

D°WiTR NI 092 0071 §1 AU,

And this is (the verse), “He lifted his eyes and saw—behold, a ram after,
caught in the thicket by its horns.”

AN P 7 X PY X
TIP3 1292 1O,

A person must always look to the Exalted One, for He is our God, as
mentioned above.

2% nnin TRD F200T7 DTRG TORY

At the same time, he must also reflect on his own lowliness.

29w 220977 7773 12 03 XN,

The dust of the Binding of Yitzchak is gathered as a merit to recall the
Akeidah for the seed of Israel.

71372 M2 19Y PIY NTRY 73
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And Avraham Avinu, peace be upon him, wished to establish another merit
for Israel

P07 7% 019Wa 17y 1028 077K
TR 27 2R T,

that would serve them as a merit like that of Yitzchak’s ram.

POY 2@ 2R in3 mdT? 07 XAV,

And this is “Avraham lifted his eyes and saw—behold, another ram.”

TR PR 7371 R 07712K RPN,

Meaning: in addition, he established for Israel something else, like the
merit of Yitzchak’s ram,

R 2X7277 oA NOK TiV] DT 5"
PIY> DY 287 o7 i3,

which is, “caught in the thicket by its horns”—

TIR2 7292 Ty AT
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meaning, to grasp this trait: to look upon his own lowliness— 230917 I 7702 TRIY (WD

inoova—
to see himself as lowly and despicable in his eyes, like a thorn and TiP 13 1092 A1 DoW KW
bramble— 1177,
“by its horns”—meaning, also within this quality to reflect on the Exalted "93R00Y §T 1772 03 W "R
One and His greatness. iN91731 9R NIanin 12 0.
“His horns” implies rulership and greatness. And it is understood. 2"21 .17 7R 1 1.

[NOTE: Summary

Reb Elimelech explains that there are two kinds of tzaddikim: those who are complete (">%7%"") and those still
striving ("% " °12"). The Torah emphasizes that every Jew—no matter their level—can attain holiness,
because holiness is fundamentally about consciousness of G-d’s presence (‘77 "% Wi °3'").

He draws a parallel from the Akeidah (Binding of Isaac):

When Avraham saw the ram caught in the thicket, it symbolized a dual lesson. The thicket represents the
lowliness a person must see in themselves—Ilike thorns. The ram’s horns (1°197) symbolize elevation and
Divine greatness. True holiness is achieved by balancing these two views: humility before oneself and awe
before G-d.

This is how Avraham paved the way for his descendants to be holy: by teaching them to live in constant
awareness of their own nothingness and G-d’s everythingness.

Practical Takeaway

To become holy doesn’t mean you must be perfect—it means you must be aware.

e Look at your own smallness honestly, with humility.
e [ ook at G-d’s greatness constantly, with reverence.
e Both together generate true holiness.

No matter your spiritual level, if you carry both those awarenesses, you are already walking the path of the
holy.
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Chassidic Story (Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk)

Source: Tzaddikim Nistarim, Shivchei haTzaddik, oral tradition from Lizhensk chassidim.

Once, a wealthy chassid came to Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk and asked for a blessing for true humility. The
Rebbe gave no response. Later, at the tisch, the Rebbe suddenly said aloud:

“There are two kinds of anavah (humility): one is when a person looks at themselves and feels like
dust—that’s a good start. But the higher humility is when a person knows their spiritual greatness and still
feels like dust.”

He looked at the wealthy man and added:
“Avraham Avinu saw both: the thicket and the ram’s horns. That’s why G-d called him ‘My beloved.’”
That man left and donated a large sum anonymously to help poor brides—writing in his note:

“For those who feel like thorns, to rise like rams.”
END NOTE]

Or it may be said: “Speak to the entire assembly of the Children of , ,
P8W? 12 NTY 92 DN 727 MR K,

[Israel.”

And let us first explain a Mishnah in Avos: “Rabbi Chananya ben Chachinai [j2 72337 °27 :niaR32 73wn w197 0271
says, one who stays awake at night...” 19 117792 TI37 IR ORI,

Behold, we have already written on this several times, D7Y9 713 712 11202 123 7137

that the tzaddik must serve the Creator, blessed is He and blessed is His X177 7392 R7127 DX 79292 I8 pUINaT
[Name, on two levels: NIATTR "W Y 03

to always look and contemplate the Exaltedness of G-d and His greatness,  [in21731 2% nianin 2wg? 7m0 NikTY,

and to always contemplate and look upon his own lowliness. iN79W2 TonR NIk W)
And this is the meaning of the Mishnah: “Akavya ben Mahalalel says: look [>X723% 12 X22py" :m3whnn W79 1N
at three things...” YD 00127 AWYW3R P3an00 iR,

"ITIN0 72U DRI TR D TRD VT

[‘Know from where you come...” “from a putrid drop...” "
5",

At first glance, the Tanna should have shortened the statement and simply , . :
01 “ERY XanY 12 i IR

said:
“Look: know from where you come, from a putrid drop,” etc.— "N M0 72W) DR 1R YT 2an00",
why did he need to repeat himself? 1127 DR 2937 17 ?
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But the truth is, the Tanna taught us the ways of Hashem as we mentioned:

"7 °277 NN 17 7737 RINTY MR 2R
17";?,

that we must always look at both the Exaltedness of G-d and our own
lowliness.

n1nin DY TR0 220977 072 INY
11N129W ON.

And he hinted first by saying, “Know from where you come”—

nR2 TR YT 1IR3 A0 " —

meaning, see and reflect and consider your origin: that you were hewn from
there—

N33 W) 22007 AN D
Dy DTV,

from a lofty place beneath the Throne of Glory.

71297 X92 NOnY 3923 DipEn,

“‘And to where are you going”’—meaning,

"D — "2 IO N

think about how your soul must return to the place it came from, to its
original quarry,

DipR? INRWI TORY TIRY WN0
1TWRIT AIEM7 R IV,

without any blemish.

039 DWW °73,

'You must refine and purify and cleanse your soul from all impurity.

NY 12771 07 7217 TOX T8
2°0 92n ANRYI.

“And before whom you are destined to give judgment”—

"7 IR% TOY AR 01",

these three correspond to the Exaltedness of G-d,

X7 NWAIY 07 PRI YR,

and the Tanna warned us in his pure and refined language.

iYT WD W2 RIAT I

And afterward, the Tanna explained to us that we must also consider our
lowliness—

03 JWMIY XINT 17 WD 72 0N
MDY —

and those are: “From where you come...” and “Before whom...”

1D °n 397" "0 kg TR o',

and how can you raise your face to stand before a great and awesome King,

173 T2 19 ThY? T XD TN
N'\ji'l,

when you reflect on your own lowliness—

T12 ANIPOWA 77200032

that you are vanity and nothingness and a passing shadow?

N33y 7% P21 227 AnRY?

Therefore let it always be before your eyes, and always be in a state of
repentance

RO WA LTPY TR TRD W 197
gmEiizigk]

for your sins and transgressions,

YYD Y 2y,

for one so lowly has angered His great and awesome Name.

13T 23730 W 0W37 112 PawaY,

And always see the Exaltedness of G-d and His Oneness,

1NN 5}5:( NRIN DX 7oA AR

to unify His great Name truly.

KD 21730 Ay Ty
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And always worry for the troubles of Israel and pray for them—

72501771 2872 NIN% 7Y TRn MW
D7y —

upon them all good,

for their welfare and abundance, that Hashem, blessed is He, should bestow

DW' 077 YWY ,DNYIY) DN Y
Div 22 T2,

and to annul from them all harsh decrees.

inknlehivclahirii-RrichipiR

And this is the meaning of “One who stays awake at night”—

n7722 2vaa" mn”,

meaning: the tzaddik who stays awake, and does not slumber nor sleep,

X7 0122 K9] i3 RIY o780 (D
W}”

in this bitter exile that is called “night,”

7272" RRIY T e miv3at

and he constantly prays for the joy of Israel and their greatness.

DN PRI Nty 2y TR Poanm.

“And one who walks on the path alone”—

" 72 T —

meaning: he walks the path of truth in solitude, in modesty,

I3 N T1TR T2Y WD

na7 vien3,

without showing his piety to others,

DInR? INT0n NiXTEY XY,

and walks in His Oneness to unify His great Name.

23737 W 7Y INITOR2 793

“And turns his heart to waste”—

"H7wa; 27 Ny —

meaning: he diverts his heart from all his affairs and matters that concern
him,

VROV V1Y 220 127 1pisy (R
9 Dovyiag,

and he thinks and sees only to annul all decrees from upon Israel.

NI 23 2037 XN A8I7) 2N K
PR .

And when you see such a tzaddik—know that he sees his own lowliness,

KITY YT 17— 712 TS AN
iMow R,

and he sighs and worries constantly over his sins,

PNIY Py TR ARIT NI,

and always sees himself as owing—

MYYY 230 TR IR,

feeling that he has fallen short in his service of the Blessed One,

inY 77207 INTI2Y2 Y,

and it seems to him as though he has not served the Creator even one
moment.

K127 72y X7 1778 97K 32 i)
O Y31 A8 7180

And this is “behold, this one”—meaning, this tzaddik—

a1 P28 v — "Rp gt N —

“is guilty regarding his soul”—meaning, he is always holding his soul
accountable, as above.

"N 2 KA WD — "WD1a 2NN
53 T ).

And this is, “and you shall speak of them,” which we expound in the
Gemara: “and not of idle matters.”

K71 132 WA, "02 pan”

0°7p3 0372",
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Meaning: when you engage in Torah for its own sake, you will not need to
speak to annul judgments—

N7 I ,AnY? 1IR3 PoYnRYD (whe
0°1°7 2927 7277 TN I —

for they will be annulled on their own.

07702 077 KB 3.

And this is “Speak to the entire assembly of the Children of Israel: You shall
be holy...”

PX7 *32 N7Y 93 7% 737"
TR, "

Meaning: this is a matter that is equal for every soul—

W93 237 MWD 137 W] WATR —

to sanctify oneself with the sanctity of the Blessed Creator.

MY 77207 X123 PY I TR2 WIRnaY,

“For I am holy,” etc.—and you are My portion from above,

"y R0 DR LD "I WITR 3,

and it is fitting for the entire congregation of Israel to be holy.

DUWITRY X2 13 NTY 227 R INT)
.

And the verse says: ““A man shall fear his mother and his father...”

IR AR AR TR 121027 N,

Meaning: each man shall fear when he considers his origin—

TR 1230972 ,712 IR WK 92 9"
N3,

where he came from: his father and mother, as the Tanna said—

ININT MRRI 10K PR IR IPR
12 79wn N0 PR,

this is to see one’s own lowliness.

iN179W3 2K AT

And this is what King David, peace be upon him, said:

DYDY T7na TIT ARy N

“And in sin my mother conceived me.”

"R CInn) RYp",

“And My Sabbaths you shall guard”—this refers to the Exaltedness of G-d,

”mm;h wm— "ﬂbt{in ’mn;z;' byl
X,

which is the novelty of creation, as it is written:

INIY 13 ,0%Iv7 WTn WY

“And He rested on the seventh day.”

"“yayn oPa i,

And through two Shabbasos—when you fulfill the lower Shabbos,

N3V MMRAY °T 7Y :NINaY Ay
Tinn —

you rectify the upper Shabbos.

11"y nav apnn,

And that is the doubled expression “My Sabbaths”—meaning the lower and
upper Shabbos.

naw 07, ningw" 7903 A7n N
11731 1iAnR.

And our duty is to unify the One to the One.

TN 2% TN T A7V

[NOTE: Summary

Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk presents a profound meditation on holiness and the true inner life of a

tzaddik.
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He begins by explaining the Mishnah, ‘7027 12% 7151 .07 7772 7202 ...02°22 7WIn,” not as a
warning against idleness, but as a praise of the true tzaddik, who:

e “Awakens at night” — never spiritually sleeps in the darkness of exile, but instead
remains spiritually vigilant, praying constantly for the Jewish people’s joy and
redemption.

e “Walks alone on the path” — he lives with deep integrity, in solitude and modesty,
hiding his piety from others and walking only with G-d.

e “Turns his heart to nothingness” — he removes personal concerns from his heart and
fills it only with compassion for the Jewish people, praying to annul harsh decrees.

Such a tzaddik constantly sees his own lowliness, feels deep remorse for his perceived spiritual
shortcomings, and considers himself as though he has never yet truly served G-d—this is the
meaning of “1wd12 2>°nnn,” he is always holding his soul accountable.

Reb Elimelech concludes by returning to the verse “1n 29217 HRw" %12 n7Y 92 8 727”—You
shall be holy, teaching that holiness is accessible to all. Through remembering one’s low origin
("X7°n AR MR oR") and contemplating Divine greatness ("1nwn *nnaw nX1"), one sanctifies
both lower and upper realms. Holiness, then, is not found in spiritual heights alone but in the
fusion of humility and Divine awe—unifying “One to One.”

Practical Takeaway
To live a life of holiness like Reb Elimelech describes:

Wake up to spiritual darkness—be vigilant in exile; never be complacent.
Walk your spiritual path in modesty, not seeking attention.

Empty your heart of selfish concerns and fill it with compassion for others.
Remember both:

©  Your lowly physical beginnings (from a drop),

o And your Divine origin and destiny (a soul from beneath the Throne).
Practice teshuvah daily—not out of fear, but from a deep yearning to refine your soul.
Unify your actions in this world (“lower Shabbos”) with their higher source (“upper
Shabbos”™) by living with purpose, presence, and love of G-d.

Chassidic Story (Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk)

Source: Shivchei haTzaddik, oral tradition from Lizhensk chassidim and “Noam Elimelech”
commentary practices
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One night, a student of Reb Elimelech noticed that the Rebbe had not returned to his bed after
midnight. Quietly, he crept toward the study and peeked in. There sat Reb Elimelech, wrapped in
his tallis, eyes burning with tears.

He was whispering, again and again:

“Master of the world, You know I have not yet even begun to serve You...”
The student trembled. He later asked the Rebbe, “Is this what a tzaddik feels?”
Reb Elimelech replied:

“The moment you feel you have already served Him, you stop growing. The moment you know
you have not yet begun, your service becomes real.”

And then he added:

“And in that emptiness, you can fill your heart with the pain of another Jew, and pray for him as
if for yourself.” END NOTE]
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